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Lake Panorama Times

The musical duo “Hillbilly Air 
Show” will perform at Helen’s Cove 
on Saturday, July 2, prior to the an-
nual fireworks released from Shady 
Beach. Boaters are invited to anchor 
just inside the mouth of Helen’s Cove 
with live music beginning at 6 p.m. 
and continuing to 8:30 p.m. 

Hillbilly Air Show includes Brick 
“One Man Band” Imerman on lead 

guitar, bass and keyboards, joined 
by Jesse “The Medicine Man” Guti-
erres on vocals and acoustic guitar. 
Imerman and his wife, Lori, own a 
home on the north side of Helen’s 
Cove. The performance will be on 
their dock or one of their neighbors’ 
docks.

Imerman has been performing 
for nearly 20 years. 

“When I retired from the military 
in 2003 and moved home to Guthrie 
Center, local postmaster Bob Pat-

erson and I started playing a few 
songs at private parties following 
high school wrestling tournaments,” 
he says. “Soon we were joined by a 
group of guitar-playing wrestlers, 
and Brick’n Bob and the Young Guns 
was formed.” 

In 2005, the Young Guns were hired 
at The Port for their first paying gig, 
and soon, more local kids started 
asking to join the band. 

“Every time one would graduate 
and head off to college, another kid 

would take their place,” says Imer-
man. “Through the years, 12 differ-
ent high school kids played with the 
band, including three female singers. 
The final addition to the group was 
Jake Kemble when he was 15 years 
old. Today, Jake is an active profes-
sional musician in the Des Moines 
area with his own band.”

Imerman and Paterson have con-
tinued playing together throughout 
central Iowa for 17 years under the 
names of Code Blue and the Brick’n 

Bob Duo. They will perform their last 
gig together this summer at Adel’s 
Sweet Corn Festival on Aug. 13.

As one door closes, another opens.  
Three years ago, Imerman was play-
ing solo at a winery when Jesse Guti-
erres walked through the door. 

“I have always played classic rock 
until I heard Jesse sing,” Imerman 
says. “I realized that vocally, he was, 
without a doubt, the best country 
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Cindy McCarty grew up in Guthrie 
Center and has lived at Lake Panora-
ma for 30 years. She has more than 45 
years of experience as a speech and 
language pathologist and has worked 
with children, adults and senior citi-
zens — in schools, homes, hospitals 
and long-term care facilities. 

She is also a horse lover. 
More than 20 years ago, while en-

joying horseback rides on 220 acres of 
timber and pasture she owns east of 
Guthrie Center, she thought about how 
her patients also would enjoy the set-
ting. What about developing a facility 
where people could receive all sorts of 
therapy, help and support?

McCarty’s longtime friend, Sue Beh-
rens, who is a physical therapist, said if 

McCarty wanted to use her horses to 
establish a therapy program, she would 
help. Together they began researching 
hippotherapy. “Hippo” is the Greek word 
for “horse.” In hippotherapy, special-
ly trained physical, occupational and 
speech/language therapists use the 
movement of a horse as a treatment 
tool. Hippotherapy was introduced in 
Europe after World War II following 
two polio epidemics. 

Last year was the 20th anniversary of 
the opening of the Timber Creek Ther-
apies indoor arena. McCarty stresses 
this isn’t about teaching a person how 
to ride. 

“Treatment takes place in a controlled 
environment following a specific plan,” 
she says. “Riding skills are not taught. 
We’re using the horse as part of an in-
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TIMBER CREEK THERAPIES USES HORSES 
TO HELP PEOPLE
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Timber Creek Ranch is located halfway between Panora and Guthrie Center, south of Highway 44 on 
Poplar Avenue. The Timber Creek Therapies buildings are white with green roofs beyond the trees. 

HILLBILLY AIR SHOW TO PERFORM AT 
HELEN’S COVE JULY 2 
Jesse Gutierres and Brick Imerman are 100% country and 100% veteran.

Timber Creek offers therapeutic riding for individuals with physical and 
mental disabilities. Evening sessions are held for groups that travel from New 
Hope Village in Carroll and Opportunity Living in Lake City. Volunteers help 
make these sessions possible.
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BY SHANE GOODMAN
Editor and Publisher

I have been attending Me-
morial Day services for as 
long as I can remember. My 
father, who served in the Ko-
rean War, made sure of it. My 
uncle would march in the pa-
rades each year, and my sib-
lings and I would seek him 
out among the other veterans 
who did the same.  

When I married and had 
kids, I would take our young 
children to these services in 
the various communities we 
lived in. At one of the events, 
an elderly woman walked up 
to me and thanked me for 
bringing the kids and teach-
ing them about the sacrifices 
that so many soldiers made. 
That comment hit home with 
me, as it reminded me how 
my father did the same thing 
for me.  

Our children are adults 
now, and I hope when they 
have kids, they will make this 
a tradition for them as well.  

This year, I attended the Me-
morial Day service in Pano-
ra at Veterans Auditorium. I 
counted about 250 people in 
attendance. As in years past 
at other services, I was deeply 
touched. But this service tru-
ly stood out with the songs, 
the placing of the wreaths, the 
reading of the names of past 
veterans, and the heartfelt pre-
sentation and raising of the 
dedicated flags for James A. 
Arganbright, Richard J. Argan-
bright, Robert Steven Keith 
and Gary E. Morrow. And, of 

course, the Color Guard Sa-
lute of TAPS was especially 
moving, as always.  

I want to thank the master 
of ceremonies, Mike Argan-
bright, along with the host-
esses, Linda Dahl and Deb 
Moylan, and everyone who 
helped put this service to-
gether. Most of all, I want to 
thank our veterans for their 
commitment and service to 
our country. You will never 
be forgotten.  

Boat safety
If you have not yet viewed 

the Lake Panorama boating 
safety video, you should take 
the time to do so. And, better 
yet, share it with any friends 
or family members who may 
be boating on the lake, too.  It 
is only 11 minutes, and it is 
produced in a way that is easy 
to follow and entertaining.  

Keep in mind this video is 
simply an introductory piece 
that covers the highlights for 
boaters, but it is also a great 
refresher for those who have 
been on the lake for years.  I am 
convinced that anyone who 
views this will learn something 
new. I appreciate the LPA put-
ting this video together, as it 
helps us all stay safe on the 
water. 

The video can be viewed 
from the LPA website at www.
lakepanorama.org. We’ve also 
embedded the video on our 
website at www.lakepanora-
matimes.com/news.

A little lake humor
A boat was traveling in Lake 

Panorama with buckets of blue 
paint on board. It collided with 
another boat on the lake that 
was loaded with buckets of red 
paint. The crew is missing and 
are believed to be marooned.

The jokes get worse. Do you 
know what causes some boats 
to become party boats? Pier 
pressure.

And finally. How many boat-
ers does it take to change a 
lightbulb? None, because the 
bulb you need isn’t on board, 
the supply store doesn’t carry 
the brand, and the mail-order 
house has it on back-order.

More of this stuff
If you enjoy my monthly 

musings, you can read sim-
ilar columns by subscribing to 
my free email newsletter, The 
Daily Umbrella, delivered via 
email each weekday morning. 
Sign up at www.thedailyum-
brella.com. 

Have a great month, and as 
always, thanks for reading. n

Shane Goodman
Editor and Publisher
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305
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BY MICHAEL C. WOODY

With perfect weather for the Memorial Day weekend, 
I was glad that I got to see an early screening of the new 
“Top Gun” sequel. It tops the list this month, but be sure 
to check out these other films as well. 

“We Own This City” (streaming on HBO/Max)
From the people 
who brought us 
an HBO classic, 
“The Wire.” Like 
“The Wire,” this is 
set in Baltimore. 
But unlike “The 
Wire,” this is a 
streaming series 
on HBO/Max. I 
ran out of inter-
est on this series 
about three epi-
sodes in and threw in the towel. What I’ve started to dis-
cover is that many of these streaming series try to stretch a 
three- or four-episode story over five or six episodes. It might 
take a while, but they will eventually find that less is more. 

Grade: C+

“Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” (in the-
aters)
I’m ad m it-
tedly not a 
big Doc tor 
Strange fan. 
He’s a small 
par t of t he 
Marvel Uni-
verse, but he 
can, with the 
literal wave of 
his hands, get 
writers (whether comic or movie) off the hook if they’ve 
written themselves into a corner. The first Doctor Strange 
movie was interesting and visually stunning, but the sto-
ry was weak. This time I found out that I really needed to 
watch WandaVision on the Disney+ service to understand 
even remotely what’s going on. Not a big fan of this one. 

Grade: C-

“The Bad Guys” (in theaters)
We’ve been 
deluged with 
w e l l-m a d e 
a n i m a t e d 
f i l ms f rom 
P i x a r  a n d 
Disney since 
my kids were 
young. It is 
nice to see a 
different lev-
el/type of ani-
mation, and “The Bad Guys” delivers an excellent animated 
film that doesn’t look like the last 10 animated movies you 
have seen. A group of criminals attempt to pull off a huge 
heist, and complications happen. Great voice-work and a 
fresh look make this a winner for the families. 

Grade: B+

“Firestarter” (in theaters)
A rema ke of 
the 1984 Drew 
B a r r y m o r e 
f i l m ,  w h i c h 
was based on 
t he Stephen 
K i n g  n o v e l 
of  t he s a me 
n a me.  R y a n 
K i e r a  A r m -
strong plays a 
young girl who 
was born into a 
family that has “powers.” The whole family is being tracked 
by unknown government types. “Firestarter” is not a great 
movie by any means, but it was better than I thought it 
would be, and it held my attention — for the most part. 

Grade: C+

“Operation Mincemeat” (on Netflix) 
John Madden 
(“Shakespeare 
in Love” and 
“Mrs. Brown”) 
directs Colin 
Fir t h in t his 
true story of an 
attempt to mis-
direct Hitler and 
his troops about 
an intended in-
vasion. They do 
this by hiding 
fake papers on a corpse and throwing it in the water where 
it can be retrieved by Hitler’s troops. The story is too crazy 
to be true (but it is), and the acting top-notch. 

Grade: B+

“Montana Story” (never made it to Iowa theaters, maybe 
soon to a streaming service?)
A young man 
returns home 
to Montana to 
visit a gravely ill 
father. There’s 
not a good his-
tory between 
the two, and 
even less love 
bet ween t he 
old man and 
his daughter, 
who also shows up. The story is compelling, and the act-
ing very strong. What I loved the most was the absolutely 
stunning Montana backdrop. 

Grade: B+

“Men” (in the-
aters, but not 
for long)
A lex Garland 
has given us two 
original and very 
good films, “Ex 
Machina” and 
“Annihilation.” 

I was interested to see his take on a traditional horror film 
in “Men.” While I admit that the first 75% of the film was 
heading toward a classic horror film and brought “The Shin-
ing” to mind more than once, the last 25% was such a mess 
that it ruined the whole experience for me. Laughably bad. 

Grade: D+

“Top Gun: Maverick”
Tom Cruise’s long-awaited (and oft-delayed) sequel to the 
original “Top Gun” film from May 1986. This could be the 
crowd pleaser of 2022. The radio team at KXnO helped host 
a pre-open screening, and the IMAX auditorium at The 
Palms in Waukee was literally rockin’. The story works well, 
the action and emotion are at perfect levels, and the film 
(shot with IMAX cameras) was a wonder to watch. I might 
see a better movie this year, but I doubt that I’ll have a bet-
ter theater experience than “Top Gun: Maverick.” 

Grade: A

“Obi-Wan Kenobi”
Ewan McGregor, 
who played Obi-
Won Kenobi in 
t h ree of t he 
“Star Wars” se-
quels/prequels 
(episodes III, VII 
and IX), returns 
on a Disney+ se-
ries. Obi Wan is 
in hiding but is 
pulled back into 
the fray to pre-
vent the capture of a very young (and very precocious) Prin-
cess Leia. I’ve only seen the first two episodes, but they 
were compelling enough to pull me in. 

Grade: B+

As a reminder, you can hear my reviews live on KXnO 106.3 
on Wednesday afternoons at 2:30 p.m. (under the code name 
Mr Movie) and also on Twitter @MrMovie DSM. I’ll be back 
next month with reviews of “Jurassic Park: Dominion” and 
“Lightyear” (as in Buzz!) plus more. n

Michael C. Woody has been reviewing mov-
ies on radio and television since 1986 and 
can be heard talking movies every Wednes-
day afternoon at 2:30 p.m. on KXn0 106.3 
with Keith Murphy and Andy Fales. You 
can also follow him on Twitter @MrMov-
ieDSM. He and his wife Susan are residents 
of Lake Panorama.

MAVERICK, MEN, MONTANA, MINCEMEAT AND A 
MULTITUDE OF MADNESS

LOCAL FILM REVIEWS
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ANTHOFER CONSTRUCTION
Daryl Anthofer, Owner 712-292-0261 Jacob Anthofer, Manager 712-292-0019
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FREE ESTIMATE

• Terraces/Waterway
• Ground Clearing
• Tiling/Tile Repair
• Retaining Walls

• Rock Walls
• Septic Tanks
• Excavation
• Demolition

• Grading
•  Rip Rapping 
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TRANSFORMING YOUR 
PROPERTY INTO A 
BEAUTIFUL, USABLE 
LANDSCAPE!



tegrated treatment program.”
A horse’s gait is almost identical 

to that of a human. 
“Scientists haven’t been able to 

duplicate the human gait with a 
machine,” she says. “But horses 
walk in a three-dimensional pat-
tern, much like humans. By placing 
a human on a horse’s back, just in 
front of its pelvis, we can almost 
duplicate the human walk.” 

Being on the back of a horse helps 
patients with cerebral palsy, brain 
injuries, strokes, autism, learning 
disabilities, attention deficit disor-
der, multiple sclerosis, spina bifida 
and other illnesses and disabili-
ties. The indoor riding arena allows 
patients to be seen year-round. 

A new program began in late May 
and is a partnership with the St. 
Gregory Recovery Center in Bayard. 
St. Gregory is an inpatient facility 
for treating those with drug and 
alcohol addictions, anxiety and 
depression disorders, and military 
veterans with PTSD issues. 

In this case, the horses aren’t 
ridden. Instead, they provide emo-
tional support. 

“Horses are so profoundly heal-
ing in so many ways,” McCarty says. 
“These clients make good connec-
tions with the horses and also with 
others in their group, as they work 
together to problem solve. We teach 
them about horse behavior, how 
to lead them, and how to care for 
them.”

There usually are six to eight 
people in these group sessions, 
held for an hour each Thursday. 

“When they first arrive, every-
one is pretty quiet,” McCarty says. 
“They are told they can choose any 
of the horses available that day. 
Before long, there is lots of con-
versation and interaction. It’s re-
warding to watch.” 

McCarty says people come to St. 
Gregory from all over the country.

“Our hope is that when they 
return home, they will seek out 
something like this that helps them 
find joy and a sense of purpose as 
they continue in their own heal-
ing,” McCarty says. “Maybe they 
will find a similar therapy cen-
ter or other place where they can 
volunteer. This is something very 
close to my heart, and I’m happy 
we can provide this opportunity.” 

Timber Creek also offers thera-
peutic riding for individuals with 

a variety of physical and mental 
disabilities. Evening sessions are 
held for groups that travel from 
New Hope Village in Carroll and 
Opportunity Living in Lake City. A 
steady stream of volunteers makes 
many of the Timber Creek pro-
grams possible. Most assist with 
the therapeutic riding programs, 
as one person leads the horse and 
two people walk on either side to 
provide safety and support to the 
rider. 

“We couldn’t do as much with 
the horses if it weren’t for our vol-
unteers,” McCarty says. “We have 
high school and college students, 
young adults and senior citizens 
who help. Some have horse expe-
rience, which draws them to us. 
Others just want to help.” 

Because of the COVID pandemic, 
Timber Creek Therapies was closed 
in 2020 from March through Au-
gust. Once the therapy center was 
able to open again, only one patient 
was allowed at a time, with a gap 
of 15 minutes left open before the 
next patient could enter. Today, 
therapy sessions are back to full 
capacity while staff and volunteers 
continue to follow healthcare pro-
tocols and safety guidelines. 

McCarty provides speech, lan-
guage and cognitive therapy ses-
sions three days a week. Allison 
Stanley is an occupational thera-
pist who sees patients two days a 
week. Lesley Stucker is a physical 
therapist who sees patients one 
day a week. 

Others who work at Timber Creek 
include Meg Schmidt, who started 
as a volunteer at the age of 12. She 
now works one day a week getting 
the horses ready for therapy and 
therapeutic riding sessions and as-
sisting with the sessions. She also 
is in charge of the horse training 
and farrier work and manages the 
Timber Creek Ranch farm ground 
and hay production. 

Darwin McCurdy and Anna 
Owen each work one day a week 
getting the horses ready for thera-
py, assisting with the sessions and 
doing chores. Schmidt, McCurdy 
and Owen also help with the new 
St. Gregory program. Diane Owen 
works three days a week in the of-
fice and manages scheduling, bill-
ing and financials. And there’s the 
10 horses, eight of which McCarty 
owns. The other two are owned 

by Timber Creek Charities, a non-
profit 501(c)3 charity.

While most patients who receive 
treatment have some of their ex-
penses covered by insurance, Tim-
ber Creek Charities helps people 
who can’t afford it. 

“I knew we’d get patients who 
wouldn’t have insurance or the 
money to pay their own way,” 
McCarty says. “We didn’t want 
to turn anyone away.” 

Timber Creek Charities receives 
funding from foundation and pri-
vate donations and proceeds from 
an annual golf tournament and 
auction. Donations can be made 
online at timbercreekcharities.com.

“There is never a shortage of 
people who need help,” McCar-
ty says. “We’re always busy, our 
schedules are full, and we often 
have waiting lists. We continue to 
get new referrals who have new 
injuries and illnesses that require 
therapy. Our patients range from 
babies to geriatrics and everyone 
in between.” 

The 20-year anniversary of the 
building adjacent to the riding 
arena is this year. It includes of-
fices and a therapy room. There 

also is a warm-water pool with an 
electrical current system that can 
move the 5,500 gallons of water up 
to 6.5 mph. The water depth can 
vary from 2 to 5 feet, and there is 
a motorized chairlift. 

For now, the pool remains closed 
because of COVID concerns, but 
McCarty hopes it can be reopened. 

“The moving water provides a 
wonderful and highly effective 
treatment tool for patients with 
mobility, gait, trunk control and 
extremity strength and pain is-
sues,” she says. 

Even with her many years of ex-
perience, McCarty says she some-
times is surprised at the progress 
patients make at Timber Creek. 

“We have had many people re-
ferred to us who have been in tra-
ditional physical therapy for years, 
and often in a few sessions, we have 
seen functional improvements us-
ing the horse and the pool.”

Timber Creek is located south 
of Highway 44, midway between 
Panora and Guthrie Center. Take 
Poplar Avenue south, and Timber 
Creek is on the left in 1.5 miles. 
For more information, call 641-
747-3225. n
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Cindy McCarty, founder and owner of Timber Creek Therapies, 
is a speech and language pathologist. Here she works with a young 
patient on his language skills. 

TIMBER 
CREEK 
CHARITIES 
GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 
JULY 16

The 20th annual Timber Creek 
Charities golf tournament will be 
held Saturday, July 16 at Lake Pan-
orama National Golf Resort and Con-
ference Center. The golf tournament 
is the largest annual fundraiser for 
the charity. 

Timber Creek Charities is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit that provides financial as-
sistance to some people who receive 
services at Timber Creek Therapies. 
In 2021, Timber Creek Charities cov-
ered the cost of 933 therapy sessions 
for 44 children and adults who would 
not have had the insurance cover-
age or resources to receive services 
on their own. 

In conjunction with the 2022 golf 
tournament, Timber Creek has a 
sponsorship program for companies 
and individuals. There are six levels 
of sponsorship available, ranging from 
$5,000 to $500. Each level includes a 
special recognition sign at the golf 
tournament on the first tee. The top 
two levels also cover some tourna-
ment entry fees. In addition, tee box 
sponsorships are available for $100.

Entry fees for the four-person, 
best-shot golf tournament are $100 
per person or $400 per team. Singles 
are welcome and will be assigned to 
a team. The fee includes 18 holes of 
golf, cart, range balls, lunch and din-
ner. Registration begins at 10:30 a.m., 
with lunch at 11 a.m., a shotgun start 
at noon and evening dinner at 5 p.m. 

A live auction will follow dinner. 
Donated auction items can be brought 
to the LPN Conference Center by 3 
p.m. the day of the event. Tickets for 
just the dinner and auction are $25.  

More sponsorship details and golf 
registration forms are available by 
calling Timber Creek at 641-747-3225. 
Make checks payable to Timber Creek 
Charities and send to 2400 Poplar Ave., 
Guthrie Center, Iowa, 50115. n
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singer I had heard in Iowa. With his 
voice and my guitar, it was only natu-
ral that we start playing together.”

Gutierres was born and raised 
in Oklahoma. After high school, 
he joined the U.S. Air Force. When 
Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, 
his unit was sent to Saudi Arabia. 
Serving as an F-15 Eagle crew chief, 
he prepped fighter jets for combat 
over Iraq during Operation Desert 
Storm.

“We were out in the desert in a 
Muslim country. It was dry in more 
ways than one,” Gutierres says. “That 
left very little for us to do when we 
got off work. Singing and playing 
guitar was how I let off steam. That’s 
where I earned my first money play-
ing music, and where I began writ-
ing songs.”	

After the war, a college degree, 
and a stint in North Carolina, ci-
vilian work for Uncle Sam brought 
Gutierres to Iowa. Once here, he con-
tinued playing music with different 
bands, then found he could make 
more money playing solo. For the 

past several years, he has built a suc-
cessful solo act, sometimes joined 
by other rotating musicians under 
the name “Jesse and the Medicine 
Men.”  

A personal tragedy struck Guti-
erres in August 2020. A drunk driv-
er speeding down the wrong lane 
of U.S. Highway 20 near Iowa Falls 
struck and killed a mother and her 
10-year-old son and severely injured 
her 6-year-old daughter. Those were 
Gutierres’ children, Alexander and 
Isabella. 

Beyond the immediate tragedy 
of burying his son and dealing with 
months and months of rehabilita-
tion for his daughter, expenses were 
crushing, and Gutierres found him-
self owing almost $800,000. He has 
spent the past two years working 
days at the Veterans Administra-
tion in Des Moines and nights and 
weekends playing music across Iowa, 
Wisconsin and Minnesota.

Gutierres hopes, in the near fu-
ture, one of his original songs will 
reach the attention of the right person, 

and his debts will become a thing of 
the past. He has released two CDs 
— “Pretty They Is” and his newest 
recording, “Little Tortilla,” which 
was completed in April at a studio 
in Muscle Shoals, Alabama. Tracks 
from both CDs are performed at ev-
ery Hillbilly Air Show event.

Both Gutierres and Imerman are 
proud combat veterans. Imerman 
served 21 years in the Navy as a 
highly decorated, FA-18 fighter pi-

lot. His combat missions over both 
Iraq and Afghanistan earned him the 
Bronze Star and three Air Medals, 
along with a painting of his FA-18 
on the side of the Guthrie County 
Freedom Rock in Guthrie Center.

With their combined service in 
aerial combat operations and Guti-
erres’ roots in country music, it was 
appropriate they named themselves 
Hillbilly Air Show. 

“We are 100% country and 100% 

veteran,” Gutierres says. “No one is 
more patriotic.”

Imerman says, during the Helen’s 
Cove party, “We’ll have kids on pad-
dle boards collecting tips and giv-
ing out Hillbilly gear, so come out 
and spend the evening celebrating 
freedom with us.” 

The duo also is scheduled to per-
form at The Port July 22, Aug. 19 and 
Sept. 2, plus other private parties 
this summer.  n

Jesse Gutierres and Brick Imerman have been performing together under the name Hillbilly Air Show for 
three years. 

I know the fireworks on the lake will be July 2. Unfortunately, we 
will be out of town. Are there other fireworks on July 4? 
The City of Yale typically shoots fireworks on the Fourth of July.  
The website was not updated as of press time, but Jenny Van Gundy 
tells us that they are planning for fireworks at dusk again on July 4.  

How many people attended the “Meet and Greet” for the board of 
supervisor candidates on June 1 at the Guthrie Activity Center?
According to Dennis Flannery, who helped organize the event, 
there were about 50 attendees along with the 10 candidates.  

What is this Jimmy Buffet Beach Party that I keep hearing about?
The Jimmy Buffet Beach Party is scheduled for June 25 from 5-9 
p.m. at Boulder Beach. A special committee is planning this party 
and will be serving cheeseburgers, chips and cookies from 5-7 p.m. 
Water, beer and margaritas will also be provided. Those attending 
are asked to bring lawn chairs. Keep in mind this is an adult-only 
event for Lake Panorama Association members, and no guests un-
der 21 will be allowed. Legal-aged guests are welcome by donation. 
Those who wish to attend are asked to register at https://forms.gle/
YqVBukiB8HjuyRkKA by June 18. Any questions may be directed 
via email to jimmybuffettbeachparty@gmail.com. n

Submit your questions at www.lakepanoramatimes.com 
or email shane@dmcityview.com. 

ASK
If you’ve got questions, we’ll find the answers.

Q:

Q:

Q:

A:

A:

A:

The Fourth of July holiday brings 
two types of fireworks to Lake Pan-
orama. 

The annual “Fire in the Sky” fire-
works display sanctioned by the Lake 
Panorama Association, and put on by 
the Scheiring family, will be at dusk 
on Saturday, July 2. The fireworks 
will be set off from the traditional 
spot at Shady Beach. For safety rea-
sons, the LPA Lake Patrol and the 
Iowa DNR require boats anchored 
during the display to have running 
lights on during the show.

The other type of fireworks is 
consumer fireworks, which can 
be legally sold in Iowa because of 
a bill passed in the 2017 Iowa legis-
lative session. In May 2017, the LPA 
Board of Directors passed a motion 
that states the LPA does not con-
sent to the use of fireworks on LPA-
owned property, such as beaches, 
campgrounds, parking lots, roads, 

the marina, golf courses and com-
munity areas. 

Guests of Lake Panorama Na-
tional Resort are being notified of 
this action. Both LPA members and 
guests can be found in violation of 
LPA rules if they use fireworks on 
LPA property and could be subject 

to a monetary fine. 
LPA members also are reminded 

they are responsible to avoid any 
activity that could be declared a 
nuisance to their neighbors, and 
they are liable for any damage or 
injury they or their guests cause to 
neighbors and their property.  n

LAKE PANORAMA 
FIREWORKS REMINDERS 

DJs Septic 411908 3x10 LPT  May 6, 2022 3:37 PM

Pumping & Cleaning • Maintenance Contracts & Products
Septic Jetting • Sewer Jetting • Tile Jetting

Field Tile Jetting • Hydro-Jetting

WE DON'T MIND 
DEALING WITH OUR 
CUSTOMERS' CRAP!

“Very knowledgeable, they brought the 
honey sucker out quicker than expected.

Great service, we will definitely 
be using them again.”

-Shawn B

www.djssepticservice.com
515-339-5718 Perry, Iowa

Over 30 years of experience

Joel Hester
Sales and Leasing Professional

641-757-0238
j.hester@karlchevroletstuart.com

324 SW 8TH STREET // STUART
WWW.KARLCHEVROLETSTUART.COM 

FIND NEW ROADS™

SHOP LOCAL FOR 
YOUR NEXT VEHICLE.

CALL JOEL HESTER TODAY!

Give Joel a call to 
see how you can get
FREE OIL CHANGES
for life!
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times

In the mid-1980s, a 21-room guest-
house motel was built on Karen Drive 
just south of the Lake Panorama Na-
tional Resort conference center. It 
has hosted many people, usually 
wedding parties or groups taking 
advantage of one of LPN’s special 
golf packages. 

Sometimes, a person with a truly 
interesting story books a room for a 
night. Gregory Maassen, who stayed 
in the guesthouse the night of May 
14, is one of those people. 

Maassen, a native of the Nether-
lands, is riding an e-bike across the 
United States from Washington, D.C. 
to San Francisco. There is some irony 
to his mode of transportation. 

“In the Netherlands, we use bikes, 
but we don’t love them,” he said, in 
an interview at a picnic table on the 
guesthouse deck. “I grew up cycling, 
until I got my driver’s license, which 
I thought put an end to my cycling 
forever.” 

He is making the trip to raise aware-
ness and support for the treatment 
of peripheral neuropathy. 

“Peripheral neuropathy is a little-
known or understood debilitating 
disease that attacks the nervous sys-
tem and affects 30 million Ameri-
cans,” he said. “The money I raise 
goes directly to the Foundation for 
Peripheral Neuropathy, a nonprofit 
that provides research and education.” 

Maassen, who is 54 years of age, 
has personal experience with the dis-
ease. He spent many years working 
with the World Bank and as a part-
ner of the United States Agency for 
International Development. His jobs 
sent him to Iraq, Afghanistan, Rus-
sia, Macedonia, Jordan, Armenia, 
Mongolia and southern Africa.

“I like to get out into the bush and 
see the wildlife,” he said. “I was hik-
ing in southern Africa when I stepped 
into a nest of ticks. There were about 
80 tiny larvae, small as grains of sand, 
and it was impossible to quickly find 
and remove them all.” 

Later, his entire body started to 
burn, like a severe sunburn, and 
doctors couldn’t find a cause. His 
symptoms worsened until he couldn’t 
walk or talk, and he slipped into de-
pression and had anxiety attacks. 

In 2019, he came to the United 
States on an emergency medical 
green card and went to Johns Hop-
kins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland. 
The doctor said he believed he had 
peripheral neuropathy, and a skin 
biopsy test confirmed the diagnosis. 
There are many types of this disease; 

Maassen has post infectious small 
fiber neuropathy, caused by the tick 
encounter. 

His journey to recovery is a pow-
erful story. Through medication and 
therapy, Maassen went from being 
bedridden to walking again. His 
doctor said to continue his progress, 
he should find a form of exercise he 
enjoyed, and he decided to e-bike. 
An e-bike has a small electric mo-
tor between the pedals powered by 
battery packs stored in the support 
bars of the bike frame. 

Maassen originally needed help 
when he started to e-bike but now 
pedals under his own power most 
of the time. He is now off all medi-
cations, including antidepressants, 
because biking has made him physi-
cally stronger and more mindful of 
things around him.

Maassen, who lives in Washington, 
D.C., with his wife, Janet, founded 
E-Bike Lovers, a social group of 550 
e-bikers in Washington, D.C., Vir-
ginia and Maryland. 

“This is a very active community 
organization,” he said. “We promote 
e-biking, and the group website in-
cludes lots of good information to help 
others learn about the technology.” 

As he travels, he hands out small 
flyers with his website address, which 
has a wealth of information about 
both his cross-country e-bike tour 
and peripheral neuropathy. The flyer 
encourages donors to give one cent 
per mile for each mile he rides and 
includes this tag line: “You can add 
your two cents, too.” Learn more at 
www.ebiketour.org.

“As I talk about this cause, about 
90% of the people I meet either have it 
or know someone who does,” Maassen 
said. “I still have symptoms some-
times, when I get a burning sensation 
and get discouraged. But I’m one of 
the lucky ones who has been able 
to generally control the symptoms 
with exercise and focusing on the 
good things in life.” 

Maassen began his trip April 2. 
He is following the historic Lincoln 
Highway and a new transcontinen-
tal cycling route designed for this 
trip. It follows the route of a mili-
tary convoy in 1919 that included a 
young President Eisenhower.

“Eisenhower oversaw the libera-
tion of the Netherlands during WWII, 
something the Dutch will never for-
get,” Maassen said. “This ride is a 
tribute to the long-lasting Dutch-
American friendship. The United 
States’ longest unbroken, peaceful 
relationship with any foreign coun-
try is with the Netherlands.” 

For many years, only three trans-
continental cycling routes existed in 
the United States — the Northern 

Tier, the TransAmerica Bicycle Trail 
and the Southern Tier. The routes 
were developed by the Adventure 
Cycling Association in the 1970s be-
fore e-bikes were common. 

The new transcontinental route 
Maassen is using was designed with 
e-biking in mind, with plenty of ac-
commodations and stops to charge 
batteries. It took a year of planning to 
design the route, using virtual real-
ity tools and state-of-the-art routing 
software. The route connects local 
communities and follows country 
roads and cycling routes whenever 
possible. A final version of the route 
will be published after Maassen has 
e-biked the entire route.

Maassen arrived in Panora by tak-
ing the Raccoon River Valley Trail. 
He had never been to Iowa but said 
he is impressed by the “magnificent 
network of trails here. A big shout-
out to all the planners who have put 
together this amazing infrastruc-
ture that provides the opportunity 
for low-stress cycling. Riding the 
Iowa trails has been an outstand-
ing experience.”

Maassen can average 11 mph and 
usually covers at least 55 miles each 
day. He knows when he gets further 
west, to Utah and Nevada, there will 
be stretches where he will need to 
ride up to 100 miles in a day to reach 
a place where he can charge his bike’s 
batteries. 

He, the bike and a trailer he pulls, 
altogether weigh 416 pounds. He is 

carrying film and camera equipment 
to document his journey, a drone 
for overhead filming, spare batter-
ies, food, tools, camping equipment 
and a GPS device. 

Originally planned as a 3,400-mile 
journey, Maassen said he probably 
will be closer to 4,000 miles because 
of some backtracking, detours and ex-
tra miles needed for various reasons. 

Maassen encourages people who 
have peripheral neuropathy to ed-
ucate themselves about treatment 
options. 

“There are medications that can 
help some people,” he said. “And ex-
ercise is critical. Whether you e-bike 
or swim or walk, do something. Try 
to put your mind somewhere else 
than with your condition. You can 
flex the brain a little, and you can 
make it feel happy.”

There’s one more chapter to this 
story about Gregory Maassen. Months 
before he began his cross-county jour-
ney, he applied for U.S. citizenship. 
When he was near Chicago, his wife 
called to say he had been notified of 
the date to take the naturalization test 
in Washington, D.C. He flew home, 
took and passed the test, then flew 
back to continue his journey. When 
he reached Omaha, he flew home 
again, this time to take the citizen-
ship oath. So, he started his trip as 
a Dutch cyclist and will finish it as 
an American citizen. n

The Raccoon River Valley Trail brought Gregory Maassen to Panora from the Des Moines area. The trail is part of the transcontinental route 
Maassen designed for his e-bike trip.

NETHERLANDS NATIVE BIKING ACROSS U.S. MAKES LAKE 
PANORAMA STOP 
Gregory Maassen is making the trip to raise awareness for the treatment of peripheral neuropathy. 

Gregory Maassen is shown on the deck of the LPN guesthouse with his e-bike, trailer and the supplies he 
carries. He, the bike, trailer and equipment weigh a total of 416 pounds.

Dutch wooden shoes are officially recognized as safety shoes in 
the Netherlands. The Dutch produce three million wooden shoes 
annually. This pair of wooden shoes is traveling across the United States 
as part of Maassen’s e-bike tour. The shoes were gifted to him by his first 
cousin Esther, who lives in the Netherlands.
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Lake Panorama 
Association
Board of Directors 
Meeting
April 26, 2022

The Lake Panorama As-
sociation Board of Directors 
met April 26, 2022, at 5 p.m. at 
Lake Panorama Association 
board room. Board members 
in attendance were Mary Jane 
Carothers, Emily Donovan, 
Gary Evans, Julie Fulton, Rich 
Schumacher and Jim Spra-
dling. 

LPA Staff in attendance: 
Danna Krambeer, Lane Ru-
melhart, John Rutledge.

Visitors in attendance: Den-
nis Flanery, Mark Jorgensen, 
Dirk Westercamp, BOD candi-
dates.

Brian Johnson, LPA Member.
President Schumacher 

called the meeting to order at 
5 p.m.

Agenda Item 1 – Approval of 
the Agenda  

Spradling moved to approve 
the agenda. Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item 2 – Open Fo-
rum – Brian Johnson intro-
duced himself and informed 
the board that he is running 
for supervisor for District 2. 
Johnson discussed a number 

of topics related to county gov-
ernment and offered to meet 
with anyone who would like to 
discuss thoughts or concerns.

Agenda Item 3 – Consent 
Agenda

Carothers moved to approve 
the consent agenda. Motion 
seconded, carried unani-
mously.

Consent agenda to include: 
a) LPA General Manager’s 

Report 
b) Approval of minutes from 

03.22.2022 LPA Board Meeting 
c) Acceptance of 03.31.2022 

consolidated financial report – 
LPA & LPN, LLC  

d) Set date for next board 
meeting 05.24.2022 

e) Approval of minutes from 
the 06.26.2021 LPA Annual 
Meeting

f) Accept minutes from 
03.24.2022 LPN LLC Board of 
Managers Meeting

g) Accept minutes from the 
04.11.2022 LPA Building Codes 
Committee

h) Approve 2022 annual 
meeting agenda

i) Approval of ballot coun-
ters for 05.14.2022 LPA Annual 
Meeting

j) Accept 12.31.2021 Audit 
Report from auditors Meri-
wether, Wilson & Company, 
PLLC

Agenda Item 4a – Variance 
Request – Roof Pitch on Lot 
3260 

Building Codes Committee 
Guidance follows -

Excerpt from the building 
codes committee minutes:

Luke Wanninger represented 
Mark and Kristi Peters of lot 
3260 at 4110 Aspen Cove with 
a request to allow a 4/12 roof 
pitch on a proposed home. The 
home met all other building 
code criteria. Based on the fact 
the committee has previously 
accepted numerous other re-
quests for the same style of roof 
pitch, Evans made a motion to 
approve the 4/12 roof pitch for 
the proposed home on lot 3260. 
Brown seconded and unani-
mously carried.

Evans moved to approve 
variance for 4/12 pitch roof, per 
proposed plans, on new home 
construction on lot 3260, 4110 
Aspen Cove, Mark and Kristi 
Peters. Motion seconded, car-
ried unanimously.

Agenda Item 4b – Land Sale 
– Lot 2087  

Offer was received for Lot 
2087 for $20,000. Land Sales 
Committee recommended 
counter of $30,000, which 
was presented to buyer. Buyer 
asked to add lot 2086 to the of-
fer for a total of $40,000 for lots 

2086 and 2087. 
Spradling moved to coun-

ter for $30,000 for each lot, 
with option of buying one or 
both lots at the $30,000 price 
for each lot. Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 5 – Closed 
Session – The board entered 
closed session at 5:45 p.m. to 
discuss legal matters. Board 
exited closed session at 6:15 
p.m.

Agenda Item 6 – Other Busi-
ness – Rutledge reminded the 
board of the upcoming infor-
mational meeting regarding 
LPA’s ballot measure to affirm 
LPA’s Amended and Substi-
tuted Covenants and Restric-
tions. This meeting will be held 
at the LPN Conference Center 
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, April 28, 
2022. Rutledge noted this is the 
second meeting, with the first 
and official meeting (per LPA 
Bylaws) having been held at 
10:30 a.m. on Feb. 24, 2022.

Rutledge reminded the 
board of the LPA annual meet-
ing on Saturday, May 14, at 10 
a.m. at the LPN Conference 
Center. Rutledge provided a 
brief overview of the meeting 
program.

Adjourn - With no further 
business, the meeting was ad-
journed at 6:15 p.m. n 

Lake Panorama Association
Board of Directors Meeting
May 14, 2022
Lake Panorama Conference Center

The Lake Panorama Association Board 
of Directors met May 14, 2022, at 11:25 
a.m. at Lake Panorama National Confer-
ence Center. Board members in atten-
dance were Mary Jane Carothers, Emily 
Donovan, Dennis Flanery, David Finnes-
eth, Mark Jorgensen, Rich Schumacher 
and Dirk Westercamp. 

LPA Staff in attendance: John Rutledge. 
Visitors in attendance: None 

President Schumacher called the 
meeting to order at 11:25 a.m.

Agenda Item 1 – Purpose of this spe-
cial meeting is to elect officers. 

Schumacher deferred to Rutledge to fa-
cilitate the election of officers. Rutledge 
asked for nominations. Carothers moved 
to nominate the following slate of offi-
cers, to take effect upon adjournment of 
this special meeting on May 14, 2022: 

President, Rich Schumacher; Vice 
President, Emily Donovan; Secretary, 
David Finneseth; Treasurer, Dennis 
Flanery. Motion seconded. 

Rutledge asked for any further nomi-
nations. With none being offered, Rut-
ledge declared the nominations closed 
and called for a vote on the nominated 
slate of officers. Motion carried unani-
mously. 

Adjourn - With no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 
a.m. n

10 SQUARED WOMEN OF 
GUTHRIE COUNTY HELD 
A QUARTERLY MEETING AT 
LAKE PANORAMA NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE CENTER ON 
MAY 24 Karen Benton and Nancy Van Meter Judy Hilgenberg and Kristen Crouthamel

Nancy Loeck, Brenda Dinkla and Linda Wendl Paula Hansen and Paulette Chambers Laura Kemble and Kathy Miller
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BAGLEY
•	Bagley United Methodist 

Church 
401 Main St., Bagley 
www.umc.org 
641-439-2458 

BAYARD
•	Bayard United Methodist 

Church 
500 Third St., Bayard 
www.umc.org 
712-651-2307 

•	St. Patrick Catholic 
Church 
124 Prairie St., Bayard 
www.guthriecounty   
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

CASEY
•	Saint John’s Lutheran 

Church 
104 E. First St., Casey 
www.idwlcms.org 
641-746-2734

•	United Methodist Church 
100 E. Second St., Casey 
www.umc.org 
641-746-2210

GUTHRIE CENTER
•	First Christian Church 

105 N. Fourth St.,         
Guthrie Center 
www.christianchurchgc.com 
641-332-2571

•	First United Methodist 
Church 
405 Prairie St.,             
Guthrie Center  
www.gcumcia.org 
641-332-2408

•	First Presbyterian Church 
701 State St., Guthrie Center 
641-332-2425

•	Guthrie Center First   
Baptist Church 
113 N. Fifth St., Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecenterbaptist.com 
641-747-8198

•	Guthrie Center Seventh 
Day Adventist Church 
1305 North St., Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecentersda.com 
641-322-2778

•	Immanuel Lutheran 
Church 
713 N. 12th St.,             
Guthrie Center  
www.immanuelgc.org 
641-332-2918

•	Kingdom Hall of             
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
1300 Grand St.,           
Guthrie Center  
www.jw.org 
515-747-8524

•	Open Bible Church 
606 Prairie St.,                
Guthrie Center 
515-747-3961

•	Saint Mary Catholic 
Church 
603 Main St., Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecounty  
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

•	Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church 
1305 North St.,             
Guthrie Center 
www.adventistdirectory.org 
641-332-2761

•	United Methodist Church 
405 Prairie St.,             
Guthrie Center 
www.umc.org 
641-332-2408

•	Wesleyan Church 
101 S. Seventh St.,              
Guthrie Center  
641-747-3844

MENLO
•	Methodist Episcopal 

Church 
402 Seventh St., Menlo

•	Primitive Church 
504 Third St., Menlo

PANORA
•	Calvary Chapel of the 

Raccoon River Valley 
604 E. Main St., Panora  
calvaryraccoon.com 
641-755-4268

•	Church of the Brethren 
2946 200th Road, Panora 
641-755-3800

•	Faith Bible Church 
2096 Highway 4, Panora 
www.fbcpanora.com 
641-755-3034

•	First Christian Church 
102 E. Church St., Panora 
www.panorafcc.org 
641-755-2227

•	Fountain Of Life Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
www.FOLCPanora.com 
641-755-2322 

•	Lighthouse Assembly of 
God Church 
400 S.E. Third St., Panora 
www.panoralighthouseas-
semblyofgod.com 
641-755-3060

•	Lutheran Church of Hope 
5405 Chimra Road, Panora 
515-222-1520 

•	Panora Community 
Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
641-755-2322

•	Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Church 
2100 N. Highway 4, Panora 
641-755-2051

•	St. Cecilia Catholic 
Church 
220 N. First St., Panora 
www.guthriecounty  
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

•	United Methodist Church 
119 W. Main St., Panora 
panoraumc.org  
641-755-2655

STUART
•	All Saints Catholic 

Church 
216 All Saints Drive, Stuart  
stuartallsaints.org 
515-523-1943

•	Fairview Congregational 
Christian Church 
1706 Stuart Road, Stuart 
515-523-1493

•	First Congregational 
Church  
224 N. Division St., Stuart 
www.stuartfccbible.org 
515-523-1570

•	Jefferson Center Chapel 
1298 130th St., Stuart 
641-524-5358

•	New Beginnings Open  
Bible Church 
207 S.W. Seventh St., Stuart 
stuartnbchurch.org 
641-757-0192

•	Stuart Friends Church 
723 N. Fremont St., Stuart 
515-523-1541

•	Stuart-Mount Vernon 
United Methodist Church 
219 N.W. Second St., Stuart 
umcstuartia.org 
515-523-1078

AREA CHURCH GUIDE
Submit changes or updates at www.lakepanoramatimes.com or email shane@dmcityview.comSubmit changes or updates at www.lakepanoramatimes.com or email shane@dmcityview.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING Submit FREE classifieds at www.lakepanoramatimes.com. 

DISCLAIMER: This publication 
does not knowingly accept adver-
tising that is deceptive, fraudulent, 
or which might otherwise violate 
the law or accepted standards of 
taste. However, this publication 
does not warrant or guarantee the 
accuracy of any advertisement, or 
the quality of the goods or services 
advertised. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all 
claims made in any advertisement 
and to use good judgment and 
reasonable care, particularly when 
dealing with persons unknown to 
you who ask for money in advance 
of delivery of the goods or services 
advertised. 

LIFT WANTED
Used boat lift for Lund Fishing 
boat wanted. Doesn’t need to 
have a canopy. Call (515) 777-4608. 

LOT WANTED
Looking for a B or C lot on west 
side, nothing fancy. Call 712-579-
2405.

HELP WANTED
LPA Water Treatment and 
Distribution System Operator: 
LPA is pleased to announce the 
addition of a new position on 

our team. We are seeking quali-
fied applicants for an additional 
water treatment and distribution 
system operator, who will comple-
ment the efforts of our existing 
team members. Requirements for 
this position include a minimum 
Grade I (One) Water Treatment 
Certification. More information 
can be found at www.lakepanora-
matimes.com.

HELP WANTED
Lake Panorama National Resort is 
Looking for Hard working friendly 
people to join our Golf Operations 
team. Currently we would like to 
add to our Pro shop, Golf Services 
and Starter/Ranger Staff.  If you 
are interested in a rewarding 
position with our Golf Operations 
team please call the golf shop at 
641.755.2024 or email Rob Riggins 
at rriggins@lakepanorama.org

HELP WANTED
​​​​​​Lake Panorama National Resort 
is seeking both full and part-time 
line cooks, part-time and seasonal 
dishwashers, part-time restaurant 
and banquet servers, and a sea-
sonal laundry attendant. Banquet 
servers are needed who can work 
into fall and beyond. Willing to 

train, and offer competitive wages. 
Plus employees can take advan-
tage of golf, meal discounts, and 
access to the fitness center and 
pool. Submit application online 
here https://www.lakepanora-
manational.com/employment. Or 
apply in person daily 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at Lake Panorama National 
Resort, 5071 Clover Ridge Road.

FOR SALE
2023 MANUFACTURED HOMES, 
(14x60) 2Br, $39,999. (14x70) (3Br- 
2Ba.) $48,999. (16x80) (3Br- 2Ba.) 
$55,999. NEW (28 x 64) (4Br - 2Ba) 
$75,999. Delivered Factory-Direct, 
E. Of I-35, & North Of I-80, 319-239-
1920. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
WANT TO BUY your manufactured 
or mobile home 1990 and newer 
CENTURY HOMES of OSKALOOSA 
641-672-2344 (mcn)

ADOPTION
ADOPTION. California fam-
ily promises baby loving home, 
secure future, educational 
opportunities, devoted grand-
parents. Generous living/reloca-
tion expenses paid. Lindsey and 
John 1(805)660-4291 or attorney 

1(310)663-3467. (mcn)
PRIVATE ADOPTION: A happy, lov-
ing couple wish to raise newborn 
with care, warmth and love. Legal 
expenses paid. Paul and Val call/
text: 1-347-480-9505. http://www.
paulandvaladopt.com.(mcn)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (mcn)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (mcn)
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-866-258-6720. (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, 
Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and 
Epix included! Directv is #1 in 

Customer Satisfaction (JD Power 
& Assoc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-866-296-1409 (mcn)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096. 
(mcn)
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-855-434-
0020 (mcn)
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (mcn)
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! Free 
Installation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the Most 
Sports & Entertainment on TV! 
844-558-1767 (mcn)
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 

restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-590-6451. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
STOP worrying! SilverBills elimi-
nates the stress and hassle of bill 
payments. All household bills 
guaranteed to be paid on time, 
as long as appropriate funds are 
available. Computer not neces-
sary. Call for a FREE trial or a cus-
tom quote today. SilverBills 1-866-
918-0981(mcn
The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs 
and financial security. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit Cards. Medical 
Bills. Car Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! Get a 
FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-866-
552-0649.(mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411.(mcn)
Attention Viagra users: Generic 
100 mg blue pills or generic 20 
mg yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free 
$99 + S/H. Call Today 1-877-707-

5659. (mcn)
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/https://
www.dental50plus.com/midwest 
#6258 (mcn)
Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced medi-
cal alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention 
offer code CARE20 to get $20 off 
Mobile Companion. Call today! 
1-855-654-1926. (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268. 
Promo Code 285. (mcn)
Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 

Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-326-1608. (mcn)
Looking for assisted living, mem-
ory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simplifies the 
process of finding senior living at 
no cost to your family. Call 1-877-
580-3710 today! (mcn)
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-877-381-3059. (mcn)
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 877-327-0795. (mcn)
FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES 
for uninsured and insured drivers. 
Let us show you how much you 
can save! Call 855-995-2382 (mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire 
Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

LICENSED AND INSURED

Follow completed and in-progress projects at www.facebook.com/JRLBuildersIA WWW.JRLBUILDERSIA.COM

Let us help you PLAN, DESIGN, 
MANAGE and BUILD your next project!

NEW CONSTRUCTION • ADDITIONS • REMODELS • KITCHENS 

CALL OR TEXT US TODAY TO DISCUSS 
YOUR NEXT PROJECT! 515-370-5853

Locally owned full-service construction 
company with more than 15 years of experience.



BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times

New bathrooms at both Shady 
and Sunset beaches are ready for 
the 2022 summer season. The old 
bathrooms, which had been in 
place for decades, were demol-
ished last fall by LPA mainte-
nance staff. The mild fall allowed 
contractor Kane Powell to get 

much of the work done in Novem-
ber and December with comple-
tion this May. 

The buildings feature poured 
concrete walls, concrete floors 
with one floor drain, and a 6-feet 
by 11-feet concrete slab in front of 
each door to better accommodate 
wheelchairs. The new bathrooms 
are one room, approximately 
8-feet by 10-feet, unisex, and 

comply with federal regulations 
that require bathrooms to be ac-
cessible. Each has one stool and 
sink plus granite countertops for 
the sinks. Each also includes a 
foldup diaper changing station 
and a storage cabinet for supplies. 

The concrete walls are painted 
inside and out, and the floors 
have an epoxy coating. Roofs are 
made of wooden trusses with 

corrugated steel covering. Each 
bathroom has an outside light on 
a photo cell that illuminates au-
tomatically after dark. The inte-
riors have two ceiling lights that 
are motion-activated.  

To finish off the outside area, 
Powell donated and installed 
landscaping blocks, rock and 
plants surrounding three sides of 
each building. He also donated, 

installed and watered sod to give 
it a good start before rains in late 
May took over that job. 

These new bathrooms will be 
easier to maintain and offer users 
more space, updated features and 
better lighting. They are more at-
tractive than the previous build-
ings. This LPA capital improve-
ment project cost approximately 
$75,000 for the two bathrooms. n

NEW BEACH BATHROOMS COMPLETED
This LPA capital improvement project cost approximately $75,000 for the two bathrooms. 

The new bathroom at Shady Beach sits in the same location as the previous building yet 
is a significant upgrade. The interior includes one stool, a sink with granite countertop, a 
baby changing station, painted walls and an epoxy coating on the floor. 

The new Sunset Beach bathroom is set at an angle near the location of the previous 
building. The two new bathrooms are identical in size and design, which includes poured 
concrete walls and roofs made with wooden trusses and corrugated steel sheeting. 

WWW.LAKEPANORAMATIMES.COM   |  JUNE EDITION 2022  |  LAKE PANORAMA TIMES  |  PAGE 9

Summer is here!
If you’re thinking 

about making a move, 
we can get the

Office: 641-755-LAKE (5253)
info@lakepanoramarealty.com

505 E. Main Street, Panora
www.lakepanoramarealty.com

Licensed to sell real estate in Iowa. Not intended to solicit currently listed properties.

Julie Wykoff
Broker/Realtor®

515-778-0053
julie@juliewykoff.com

Dee Powell
Owner/Associate Broker

515-202-3312
deepowell@lakepanoramarealty.com

Kane Powell
Owner/Realtor®

515-202-4910
kane@lakepanoramarealty.com

Ball Rolling!
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

The busy summer months 
of 2022 have finally arrived at 
Lake Panorama. This month’s 
Q&A with John Rutledge, Lake 
Panorama Association general 
manager, includes information 
on several topics important to 
LPA members.

Q:  What advice do you have 
for members as they begin the 
2022 season?

A:  As members prepare their 
vessels for the first outing of 
summer, please remember to 
also prepare guests and family 
members who will be entrusted 
to operate boats and jet skis. 
LPA provides a water safety 
video, which is designed as a 
great refresher or introductory 
course to operators of boats 
and jet skis on Lake Panorama. 
This 11-minute video is avail-
able on YouTube and can be 
found by searching “Lake Pan-
orama Water Safety Video” on 

YouTube. I strongly recommend 
all guests and family members 
be required to watch this as a 
reminder of safe and compliant 
operations. 

LPA has observed a high 
percentage of violations come 
from jet skis driven by guests or 
inexperienced operators. LPA 
asks members to make a special 
effort to educate these individ-
uals before handing them the 
keys to your jet ski.

Q:  What are the rules for LPA’s 
brush dumps?

A:  LPA must enforce a strict 
set of detailed rules in order to 
continue offering brush dumps 
for member use. The guide-
lines maintained by Iowa DNR 
require responsible manage-
ment of these sites. LPA takes a 
hard line enforcing these rules 
to ensure the brush dumps can 
remain open into the future.

Simply put, LPA brush dumps 
are for vegetation that has come 
from lots within the LPA subdi-
vision. Compostable materials 

(leaves and grass clippings) 
are accepted in the compost 
area. Brush under 12 inches 
in diameter is accepted in the 
brush pile. LPA closes the brush 
dumps on Monday and Tuesday 
for burning and maintenance. 

The most common mistake 
is assuming that LPA will take 
anything that can burn. This is 
not accurate. If it did not grow 
on your lot, then it is not ac-
cepted at the brush dumps.

LPA’s brush dumps are moni-
tored by security cameras. Due 
to persistent violations, LPA 
also will be implementing oc-
casional security checkpoints to 
ensure users are following the 
rules.

Q:  Can I rent my home at Lake 
Panorama on AirBnB, VRBO or 
similar platforms?

A:  LPA members may rent 
their home, but the rules state, 
“A member may not rent his 
or her home or condominium 
more than one time in any four 
consecutive week period.” The 

rental term can be anywhere 
from one day to 28 days, but the 
member is limited to only one 
tenant every four weeks. 

LPA has implemented this 
rule primarily to ensure the 
safety of the association is 
maintained. Lake Panorama 
is a narrow lake with a steep 
learning curve regarding vessel 
operation and water safety. 
In the view of LPA, frequent 
turnover of tenants represents a 
water safety concern. 

Q:  What is the best way for 
members to contact LPA man-
agement with questions?

A:  There are a number of 
ways LPA members can contact 
LPA regarding questions. The 
most effective method is to 
email questions to lpa@lakepa-
norama.org. Members also are 
welcome to stop by the office 
or phone LPA at 641-755-2301. 
Email is preferred as it allows us 
to direct your question to the 
appropriate management team 
member and allow that person 

to gather the relevant informa-
tion as part of their response. 

LPA continues to serve the 
membership with a relatively 
small team. For this reason, we 
encourage members to contact 
us sooner rather than later. 
Planning ahead is greatly ap-
preciated and helps us provide 
quality service to our mem-
bers. n

LPA PROJECT 
UPDATES FROM GM

John Rutledge

Prep time: 5 minutes
Freeze time: 3-4 hours
Yield: 8 small ice pops

•	 1/2 cup coconut cream 
•	 3/4 cup mashed and 

cooked sweet potato
•	 3/4 cup diced 

pineapple
•	 2 tablespoons honey
•	 1 tablespoon lime 

juice
•	 coconut flakes 

(optional)

DIRECTIONS
•	 In a food processor or high-speed blender, mix coconut cream, sweet potato, pineapple, honey and 

lime juice. Transfer batter to freezer molds. 
•	 Place in freezer 3-4 hours. Top with coconut flakes, if desired.

BY JOLENE GOODMAN

I look forward to the hot, steamy days of 
summer. I enjoy the sun beating down on 
my skin, the warmth of Mother Nature and 
time out in the fresh air boating, doing yard 
work, golfing, biking or going for a walk. As 
a kid, I remember eating watermelon slices 
down on the beach in the middle of the af-
ternoon, with a casual competition of who 
could spit the seed the farthest. Dad was 
not too pleased with the tiny plants that 
produced about a week later. Our fam-
ily also enjoyed plenty of the purchased 
fudgesicles, ice cream bars and bomp 
pops. Recently I came across this recipe 
for Pina Colada Sweet Potato Ice Pops, a 
tropical-inspired dessert made with co-
conut cream, sweet potatoes, fresh pine-
apple, lime juice and honey. Sure to please 
kids and adults alike, they’re a better-for-

you option when a 
cold snack calls your 
name. As a “diabetes 
superfood,” accord-
ing to the American 
Diabetes Associa-
tion, sweet potatoes 
provide a main in-
gredient that’s rich 
in vitamins, miner-
als, antioxidants and 
fiber along with a 
“sweet” flavor with-
out the added sugar.

Recipe courtesy of Family Features. Visit 
ncsweetpotatoes.com to find more deli-
cious summer recipe ideas. n

Jolene Goodman is the advertising director 
for Lake Panorama Times and vice presi-
dent of Big Green Umbrella Media.

RECIPE

Jolene Goodman

PINA COLADA SWEET POTATO 
ICE POPS

PINA COLADA SWEET POTATO ICE POPS

DOUG’S PLUMBING 
AND HEATING INC.

2164 Highway 25, Guthrie Center • (641) 332-2198

HEATING • COOLING  •  PLUMBING

Number 1 in the Number 2 business!

DON'T SWEAT IT!
GET YOUR A/C CHECKED 

BEFORE IT GETS HOT.
“These guys are rock stars. We had an issue with our townhouse and 

another company had come out the previous week and could not find 
the problem. When the problem occurred again, we spoke to Doug’s 

guy over the phone and they came right over. The employee walked in 
and within 30 seconds knew exactly what needed to be done. He had 

his guys come that same day and do the repair all on a Saturday!”
Christian H.

Kristen Crouthamel, AIF®, Financial Advisor

GUTHRIE CENTER: 413 State Street • Guthrie Center, IA 50115
PANORA: 505 East Main Street • Panora, IA 50216

EM: kristen@investgcsb.com • PH: 641.755.2799
MOBILE (VOICE): 641.757.2737 • MOBILE (TEXT): 641.450.1868

InvestGCSB.com
This content/article was prepared by FMG Suite. Securities offered through Registered Representatives 
of Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a broker-dealer, member FINRAjSIPC. Advisory services offered 
through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser. Guthrie County 
State Bank and GCSB Investment Center are not affiliated with Cambridge. Non-deposit investment 
products are not FDIC insured, not bank guaranteed, and may lose value. GCSB Investment Center does not 
offer legal or tax advice. Please consult the appropriate professional regarding your individual circumstance.

INVESTING IN YOU

Important Birthdays Over 50
Most children under age 12 add “and-
a-half” to make sure everyone knows 
they’re closer to the next age than the 
last. When we are older, “and-a-half” 
birthdays start making a comeback.

At 50, workers in certain qualified 
retirement plans are able to begin making 
annual catch-up contributions in addition 
to their normal contributions. Depending 
on the plan type, it can be anywhere  
from $1,000 to $6,500 additional in tax 
year 2022.

At 59½, workers are able to start 
making withdrawals from qualified 
retirement plans without incurring a 10% 
federal income-tax penalty. Keep in mind 
that distributions from most retirement 
plans are taxed as ordinary income.

At 62, workers are able to draw Social 
Security benefits. However, if a person 
continues to work, $1 in benefits will 
be deducted for each $2 an individual 
earns above an annual limit. In 2022, the 
income limit is $19,560.

At 65, individuals can qualify for 
Medicare. The SSA recommends applying 
three months before reaching age 65. If 

you are already receiving Social Security 
benefits, you will be auto-enrolled in 
Medicare Part A (hospitalization) and 
Part B (medical insurance) without an 
additional application.

Between 65 and 67, individuals 
become eligible to receive 100% of their 
Social Security benefit. The age varies, 
depending on birth year.

At 72, in most circumstances, you 
must begin taking required minimum 
distributions (RMDs) from most qualified 
retirement accounts. You may continue 
to contribute to a traditional IRA past age 
70½ as long as you meet the earned-
income requirement.

Understanding key birthdays may help 
you better prepare for certain retirement 
income and benefits. But perhaps more 
importantly, knowing key birthdays can 
help you avoid penalties that may be 
imposed if you miss the date.

Visit investgcsb.com to read this 
article in its entirety. As always, contact 
our office to discuss your specific 
situation.

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!



BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times
 
A young couple who hadn’t 

planned to be business owners now 
are business owners in the former 
Ben’s Five and Dime building in 
Panora. Quinten and Alexis Pfei-
ffer, who will celebrate their first 
wedding anniversary in August, 
opened two businesses in late May. 

Quinnebago Outdoors fills the 
upper floor of the building, offer-
ing a wide variety of items related to 
outdoor recreation, which is Quint-
en’s main focus. Lexie Lou’s Crafts 
and Gifts is in the lower level of the 
building and where Lexie will spend 
most of her time. 

Lexie’s parents, Dan and Melissa 
Pflieger, moved seven years ago to 
a Lake Panorama home near Sun-
set Beach. A transfer from the John 
Deere operation in Dubuque to po-
sitions with the company in central 
Iowa led to the move. 

Last August, the just-married 
couple were leaving for their hon-
eymoon in Greece when Dan con-
tacted them. He had been in Ben’s 
Five and Dime and talked to former 
owner Jan Pattee about the build-
ing. Once he learned it was for sale, 
he took photos to send to the new-
lyweds. He told them he and Me-
lissa would invest in the building 
if they wanted to open a business 
there. The need for an outdoor rec-
reation business in Panora is some-
thing Dan and Quinten had talked 
about during the couple’s visits to 
Lake Panorama. 

Quinten and Alexis are high school 
sweethearts, having both grown up 
near Dubuque. She attended Iowa 
State University her freshman year, 
before joining him at the University 
of Iowa. He studied photojournal-
ism and cinematography, while she 
earned a master’s degree in envi-
ronmental sustainability. 

“Neither of us are using our col-
lege degrees,” Quinten jokes. 

Yet both had jobs in Iowa City that 
gave them life experiences, which 
led to their current businesses. Lex-
ie was working at the Joann Fabric 
Store in Iowa City. 

“I was measuring and cutting fab-
ric,” she says. “Both of my grand-
mothers quilted, and I enjoy scrap-
booking and crafts.”  

Quinten worked for two years at 
the Fin & Feather, a family-owned 
business started in 1967. What be-
gan as a small hunting and fishing 
shop grew with the popularity of the 
outdoors industry. 

After graduation, the couple moved 
back near their hometown. Quinten 
worked on the Mississippi River on 
a tugboat and for a dredging opera-
tion. He also worked for an outfitter 
in Galena, where he became a fish-
ing and kayak trip guide on both 
the Mississippi and Galena rivers. 
The outfitter also rented bikes, so he 
learned to service and repair bicycles. 

“We had never talked about start-
ing a business together,” Quinten 
says. “But while we were in Greece, we 

talked about possible business ideas 
and what we thought might work. 
We had been in the building when 
it was Ben’s, so we knew what type 
of merchandise they sold and how 
big the building is. We kept discuss-
ing possible options, and soon after 
we got home from our honeymoon, 
we said we were interested. We took 
the closing of Ben’s as a chance to 
build something Lexie and I love, 
and we’re grateful Dan and Melissa 
were able to invest in this venture.” 

So, the Pfliegers bought the build-
ing. Quinten and Lexie sold their 
home in Dickeyville, Wisconsin, and 
moved into the Pfliegers’ Lake Pan-
orama home in January. Lexie works 
for a Dubuque insurance company 
as a recruiter and is able to work 
remotely. Quinten started renovat-
ing the building, with weekend and 
evening help from Lexie and their 
families. 

In the upstairs, some of the brick 
wall on the east side was exposed, 
while shiplap was added to other 
walls. A bench was installed down 
the middle, and new flooring was 
added. New flooring, shiplap walls 
and paint also were added in the 

lower level. 
“I’ve enjoyed fishing in the summer 

and hunting in the fall in this area,” 
Quinten says. “I thought a business 
that provides outdoors equipment 
would be popular here, but I know 
some of the business will be season-
al. That’s why we thought offering 
some of the things Ben’s had would 
be a good idea, to provide a constant 

income throughout the year.”
Retailers normally order merchan-

dise from wholesalers a year in ad-
vance, which wasn’t possible for these 
business owners who didn’t know 
they would be business owners un-
til December. Yet they’ve been able 
to get their hands on an impressive 
amount of merchandise, and they 
say more will arrive throughout the 
summer. 

Downstairs, shoppers will find 
fabric, yarn, crafting kits and sew-
ing notions. There is a section for 
children’s toys and books, another 
section for kitchen items, and a sta-
tionery section that includes cards, 
pens, colors, paints and more. 

“I want customers to think of Lexie 
Lou’s when they need to find a gift 
for a shower or a birthday,” Lexie 
says. “We have lots of gift items, in-
cluding candles, bath bombs, home 
décor and pillows in a variety of sizes 
that can be ordered with custom-
ized words and images.” 

The east half of the downstairs 
area is empty for now but by fall 
will be a room for special events. 

“I plan to offer various classes 
through the fall and winter, things 
like painting, candle making, may-
be a quilt block of the month class, 
perhaps a craft class for kids,” Lexie 
says. “The room also will be avail-
able to rent for birthday parties or 
other special events.” 

Upstairs, water sports items fill 
a big chunk of the space. There are 
standup paddleboards, skis, inflata-
bles for towing and swimming, tow 
ropes, life jackets, sand toys, towels, 
sunblock and sunglasses. 

One area features fishing equip-

ment, including rods, reels and tack-
le. Minnows and nightcrawlers are 
available, and Iowa DNR hunting 
and fishing licenses can be pur-
chased. By fall, Quinten will have 
set up a special hunting section in 
a back room. 

Another area features camping 
equipment, including tents, chairs, 
cooking equipment, coolers, grills, 
firesticks and first aid kits. An apparel 
area includes casual sports clothing. 
Some footwear will be added soon, 
including sandals and hiking boots. 

Equipment will be available for 
both sale and rent, including electric 
bikes and paddleboards. It wasn’t 
possible to get enough kayaks to sell 
this season, but kayaks are available 
for rent. This could include launch-
ing on the Raccoon River at Lenon 
Mills in Panora, with four pick-up 
points established between there 
and Redfield. 

Other types of bikes besides e-bikes 
also can be rented. Some biking ac-
cessories are available for purchase, 
and Quinten also will service bikes.  

Store hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday through Sunday, closed on 
Monday. An open house is planned for 
July 9. Contact the owners at store@
quinnebago.com; or 563-542-8832; 
or online at quinnebago.com. 

“We’re excited to bring something 
new to the Panora and Lake Pan-
orama community,” Quinten says. 
“We want to cater to people who use 
the Raccoon River Valley Trail, Lake 
Panorama, the Middle Raccoon River, 
and other area recreation opportu-
nities, while also offering a hint of 
Ben’s Five and Dime.” n
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2 NEW BUSINESSES OPEN IN FORMER 
BEN’S FIVE AND DIME BUILDING
Quinnebago Outdoors fills the upper floor while Lexie Lou’s Crafts and Gifts is on lower level.

BUSINESS Submit business news at www.lakepanoramatimes.com 
or email shane@dmcityview.com. 

RIBBON CUTTING

Quinten and Lexie Pfeiffer pose 
in front of the building that now 
houses their two businesses. The 
building was the former home of 
Ben’s Five and Dime, located at 
106 East Main in Panora. 

Quinten Pfieffer, the owner of the new Quinnebago 
Outdoors store in Panora, shows some of the fishing 
gear available, which includes rods, reels, tackle and 
live bait. Fishing and hunting licenses can be purchased 
at the store. 

Lexie Pfeiffer is shown with some of the new 
fabric available at Lexie Lou’s Crafts and Gifts 
in the lower level of the former Ben’s Five and 
Dime building. Additional inventory will arrive 
throughout the summer. 

EXIT Realty held an open house and ribbon cutting on Friday, June 3.

Dave and Barb Ryan, and Kyle and Nicole Olson.



REMEMBERING AND HONORING
PHOTOS BY SHANE GOODMAN AND STEVE DELANEY

The Memorial Day services and Avenue of Flags presen-
tation was held at 10 a.m. on Monday, May 30 at Veterans 
Auditorium in Panora with approximately 250 people in 
attendance. Mike Arganbright served as the Master of 
Ceremonies with presentations and involvement from 
Linda Dahl, Deb Moylan, members of the Iowa National 
Guard, Reserves and Active Forces; Scouts; Panorama 
High School Vocal Group; Father Ray Higgins; Methodist 
Church Vocal Group; Cheryl Castile; Linda Burgess; May-
or Pat Parker; and Colonel Travis Crawmer. n

Andy Arganbright, left, assists Army National Guard member 
Grant Zajicek as a flag is dedicated to his father, James, on the 
Panora town square. Flags of four recently deceased service 
members — James A. Arganbright, Richard J. Arganbright, Robert 
Steven Keith and Gary E. Morrow — were dedicated on Monday. 
The flags were first raised to the top of the pole to acknowledge 
their military service then lowered to half staff to mark their 
passing, then raised again at noon on Monday, as is customary.

Iowa Army National Guard member Grant Zajicek 
salutes the flag of Gary E. Morrow, placed upon a 
chair as Arganbright and Parker look on.

Liam Keith, grandson of Robert Steven Keith, receives a 
flag from Master Sgt. Andy Harrelson during Monday’s 
Memorial Day Services at Veterans Auditorium in Panora.

Bob Laidley, seated right, acknowledges the applause as he 
receives a standing ovation for his 50 years as a member of 
the Panora American Legion Post 372. Laidley received a 
plaque from Post Commander Lynn Zajicek, left, for his 
milestone.
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HarmannHarmann
Excavating

LEAVE THE LEAVE THE 
HARD WORK HARD WORK 

TO US! TO US! 

Matt Harmann, owner
641-755-3640 • Cell 641-757-0907

• WATER & SEWER

• TRENCHING

• BACKHOE SERVICE

• BASEMENTS

• TRUCKING

• SNOW REMOVAL

It shouldn’t take your roof disappearing in a matter 
of seconds to find out who you can count on.

And that’s the Silver Lining®.

BUT 
SOMETIMES 

IT DOES.
To find out more about the Silver Lining, contact 

128 W. Main St. • Panora, IA 50216
641-755-2123



2 NEW SWINGING BENCHES INSTALLED
The Benches at Beaches project targets individuals, couples and families interested in sponsoring a single bench.

BY SHANE GOODMAN

Lake Panorama Times 

A survey conducted by Friends of Lake 
Panorama in April 2019 showed LPA member 
interest in additional amenities at Lake Pan-
orama’s beaches. This led to Friends promot-
ing high quality benches to families looking 
for options to memorialize a loved one. 

In 2019, a bench on a concrete slab was 
installed at Boulder Beach in memory of 
Kim Lubeck. In 2021, a swinging bench was 
installed at the Boulder Beach playground 
in memory of Bill Priestley. Also last year, a 
swinging bench in memory of Lois and Dean 
Porath and a stationary bench in memory of 
Courtney Allen Sr., were installed at Sunset 
Beach. 

This Benches at Beaches project targets in-
dividuals, couples and families interested in 
sponsoring a single bench. Benches can be 
purchased either as a memorial for a loved 
one, or by those who want to leave their mark 
on Lake Panorama while they are alive. In 
late May, two swinging benches were in-
stalled for two couples interested in doing 
the latter. 

Brian and JoAnn Johnson
Brian and JoAnn Johnson have lived at 

Lake Panorama for 22 years, first near the 
back of Horseshoe Cove. In 2008, they built 
their current home at the mouth of the same 

cove. Their swinging bench at Shady Beach 
was placed to take advantage of the after-
noon shade, with a view of the playground, 
flowers, beach and Lake Panorama.

“We are only a golf cart ride away from 
Shady Beach, and it has been a special play-
ground for all four of our grandkids,” JoAnn 
says. “They all swim and play in the sand 
there, and it’s where they learned to swing 
with me doing a lot of pushes. The older kids 
still talk about the merry-go-round that was 
there before the new play equipment was in-
stalled two years ago.” 

“Our two oldest are twins, Colt and Mon-
tana Douglas, age 14, of Adair,” Johnson says. 
“They think of the lake as a second home and 
spend a lot of time with us. I used to push 
them in a double stroller down to Shady 
Beach. Our two younger grandchildren are 
Hadley and Walker Everson of Adel, ages 
9 and 6, and they love the new playground 
equipment.”

Why were the Johnsons interested in do-
nating a bench? 

“We appreciate that Friends of Lake Pan-
orama continues to have a vision for con-
stantly improving the amenities here at 
Lake Panorama, and we enjoy participating 
in that,” Johnson says. “As for the swing-
ing bench, it was a natural. We can swing 
ourselves now, rather than push swings for 
grandkids. It’s a great place to sit and watch 

the grandkids play and enjoy the view.”
The Johnsons chose the color green for 

their bench in honor of Brian’s Notre Dame 
Fighting Irish. The plaque on their bench has 
their names, topped by the phrase “Enjoy the 
Moment!” 

“We chose ‘Enjoy the Moment’ to remind 
us, and everyone who uses the swing, that joy 
can be found in the simple things — a beau-
tiful view, a quiet moment, a playground or 
beach with grandkids, or giving to Friends of 
Lake Panorama,” JoAnn says. 

Larry Babcock and Susan Thompson
Larry Babcock purchased a house at Lake 

Panorama in the fall of 1997. Susan Thomp-
son joined him there after they married in 
the spring of 1998. They lived in that home 
on the fifth hole of the Lake Panorama Na-
tional Resort golf course until three years 
ago. That’s when they moved across the golf 
course to a condo on the eighth hole of the 
LPN golf course. 

As avid golfers, they already appreciated 
Lake Panorama for its two golf courses. After 
purchasing a pontoon from Coulter Marine 
their first summer, they quickly learned to 
appreciate Lake Panorama even more. As 
family members visited, the golfing, boating 
and beach opportunities available made the 
Babcock/Thompson household a popular 
destination for day trips and summer vaca-
tions. 

In mid-2013, John Rutledge, LPA general 
manager, asked Thompson to consider work-
ing with legal counsel to develop a 501(c)3 
nonprofit charity that could accept tax-de-

ductible donations for recreational improve-
ments. 

Challenge accepted, and in July 2014 a let-
ter arrived from the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice saying Friends of Lake Panorama had 
been granted nonprofit status, and contri-
butions would be tax-deductible to donors. 
Thompson has served as the Friends of Lake 
Panorama executive director since the be-
ginning. 

Babcock and Thompson have supported 
all Friends projects, both financially and as 
volunteers when needed. When the idea of 
promoting bench donations to current Lake 
Panorama residents who want to enjoy their 
own bench was proposed, the couple agreed 
it was another project they wanted to sup-
port. 

Their bench is on a concrete slab near the 
south end of the Boulder Beach concrete 
wall. They chose blue in honor of the Chicago 
Cubs. Their bench plaque features the phrase 
“Keep Swinging!” Those words are a nod to 
their love of both golf and baseball, as well as 
their hope people will enjoy sitting in their 
swing and enjoy the view.

The current cost of either a stationary or 
swinging bench on a concrete slab is about 
$3,200. In keeping with the colors used for 
new playground equipment at the beaches, 
bench colors available are blue and green. 
LPA staff has identified several possible 
bench locations at all three of Lake Panora-
ma’s beaches. Those interested in discussing 
a bench sponsorship can email staff@friend-
soflakepanorama.org or call Susan Thomp-
son at 515-240-6536.  n

FLOWER POTS NOW 
GRACE BOULDER 
BEACH WALL
BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

Work began in October 2020 on a new beach wall 
at Boulder Beach. The existing railroad tie wall had 
been deteriorating for several years, and the large, 
landscaped beds on top of the wall were overgrown. 
The LPA maintenance crew removed the old wall, 
boulders and vegetation.

Jorgenson Brothers Concrete Construction in-
stalled a new poured concrete wall. It is 300 feet long 
and 4 feet high. The new wall has a brick face with 
the concrete dyed dark tan. Two sets of steps, each 5 
feet wide, were placed in the wall to provide access 
points to the beach.

This May, six 8-foot by 8-foot concrete pads were 
poured behind the wall near the steps. The LPA pur-
chased large bronze pots and provided funds for 
flowers and potting material. Volunteers completed 
the planting in time for the Memorial Day weekend 
and will handle regular watering through the sum-
mer and early fall. n

Susan Thompson and Larry Babcock are shown on the swinging bench they donated, 
which was recently placed at Boulder Beach. Locations for additional swinging or 
stationary benches have been identified at all three beaches. Friends of Lake Panorama is 
promoting this “Benches at Beaches” project. 

Brian and JoAnn Johnson, along with their granddaughter Montana Douglas, are shown 
on the swinging bench the couple donated through Friends of Lake Panorama. The bench 
is at Shady Beach. 

Sue Merryman is shown with 
one of the six bronze pots along 
the Boulder Beach wall that she 
and other volunteers planted 
with flowers before Memorial 
Day weekend. 
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DON’T GET BUGGED DON’T GET BUGGED 
THIS SUMMERTHIS SUMMER

Dale Hochreiter: 641-757-0605
Makenna Woodvine & Max Monthei

Panora, IA

GIVE US A CALL, WE HANDLE THEM ALL!

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and operated
——

Free estimates and no contractsFree estimates and no contracts
— — 

Licensed and InsuredLicensed and Insured
——

All work is guaranteedAll work is guaranteed
——

Products used are people Products used are people 
and pet friendlyand pet friendly

WE RID YOUR HOME OF:
ANTS & FLIES

BED BUGS
WASPS

COCKROACHES
SPIDERS 

RODENTS
& MORE! 

I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea 
control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect 

for your next outdoor party or gathering!for your next outdoor party or gathering!



TRISH HART’S NATURE PHOTO OF THE MONTH

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

Trish Hart is a local photographer who spe-
cializes in Lake Panorama wildlife. Many of 
Hart’s photos are of birds, which she captures 
digitally as they sit on feeders on the deck of 
her home. This month’s photo is of one female 
and two male Baltimore orioles, feasting on 
grape jelly and fresh cut oranges. 

These brightly colored songbirds are orange, 
black and white, and were named because 
they share the colors of the coat of arms of 
17th-century Lord Baltimore. Baltimore ori-
oles are common in open woods in spring 

and summer, and spend their winters in the 
tropics. 

Baltimore orioles arrive in Iowa in the 
spring. Special oriole feeders like this one 
make it easy to offer cut oranges, grape jelly or 
a sugar water supplement similar to the flower 
nectar these birds like. The birds disappear 
from feeders as quickly as they arrive. This 
is because while they are nesting and feed-
ing young, their diet changes to add protein 
for the young birds, which means they hunt 
insects instead of visiting feeders. 

Hart offers custom prints of her photos 
on canvas, paper, metal and glass. For more 
information, visit NaturesCanvasPhotos on 
Facebook. n

Submit FREE obituaries at 
www.lakepanoramatimes.com. 

Roger Herman Santi, 74, died 
May 9, 2022, at MercyOne Hos-
pice in Johnston. Roger gradu-
ated from Madrid High School in 
1965. In 1973, he married Cheri 
Zaruba. They made their home 
in Perry for 20 years then moved 
to Ankeny, where they lived for 20 
years. In 2004, Roger retired from 
John Deere in Ankeny after more 

than 30 years. Roger was an officer 
in the Vittoria Lodge in Ankeny. 
For the last eight years, they have 
made Lake Panorama their home.

Roger is survived by his wife; 
sons, Tony (Jennifer) and Larry 
(Marci); four grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren. Cremation 
has taken place, and no services 
will be held at this time. n

OBITUARY
ROGER HERMAN SANTI

WATCH US GROW!
Paulette Chambers, Sue Merryman and JoAnn Johnson planted petunias in 
front of the gazebo on Main Street recently. The Panora Garden Club’s theme 
for the year is “Watch us grow!”

Donald Graham submit-
ted this photo of Lake Pan-
orama’s West Side camp-
ground hostess Pat Daniel. 
Graham offered: “In be-
tween the neverending work 
of tending the flower beds, 
maintaining the restrooms 
and welcoming guests at 
Lake Panorama’s west side 
campground, hostess Pat 
Daniel also models the prop-
er attire for rain. Thanks, Pat, 
for all you and Denny do and 
for keeping the campers in 
the fashion loop!  The ‘West 
Siders’ campers appreciate 
you!” n

THE FASHION LOOP
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WE CAN PREPARE, PROTECT 
AND BEAUTIFY CONCRETE.

Bailey Epoxy Flooring

INTERIOR, EXTERIOR, GARAGE, BASEMENT,  
BOAT STORAGE SHEDS, PATIO FLOORS & MORE.

BEFORE AFTER

Showroom: 609 N. Carroll Street, Carroll
(712) 792-2863 • dreesco.com

THE BEST SELECTION OF 
HOME APPLIANCES 

IN WEST CENTRAL IOWA!

Appliance Delivery
Appliance Installation

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Appliance Disposal
Appliance Service & Repair

Remodel Reward

Receive up to $2000 rebate*
with the purchase of select Café appliance 

suite combinations
January 1, 2022 - June 30, 2022

Come Celebrate Our 

11stst ANNIVERSARY! ANNIVERSARY!

102 SE 13th St, Panora
Normal Hours: Thursday 11-6, Friday 11-5, Saturday 10-1

www.restylepanora.com /restyledecorfurniture

10% OFF THE ENTIRE STORE
+  special discounts & promotions

BROWN’S 
SHOES 

POP UP! 
June 23-25

SPECIAL 
HOURS!

Tuesday, June 23 - Thursday, June 25 
11am - 7pm

Friday, June 26 
11am - 5pm

Saturday, June 27 
10am - 1pm

Every house deserves Neu Blinds.Every house deserves Neu Blinds.

Need Neu Blinds?Need Neu Blinds?
Before you buy, call James for a FREE estimate!

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!
250-5543

✓ FREE ESTIMATES
✓ Easy and Affordable
✓  Many styles & brands to choose from
✓ FREE INSTALLATION
✓ Referrals

Neu 
Blinds

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE 
CONSULTATION 515-250-5543! Owned and operated by James Neu of Johnston

WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE BY 10%!



BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

The fifth Friends of Lake Pan-
orama’s Beach Ball fundraiser 
will be Friday, July 22 at Lake 
Panorama National. Plans in-
clude 30 round tables with seat-
ing for eight, either in the LPN 
banquet room or outside under 
tents. About 20 of those tables 
have been spoken for, with 10 re-
maining. 

For the second year, attend-
ees can become members of the 
Friends Beach Club at one of 
three levels. Friends Beach Club 
members make an additional 
contribution to Friends, while 
getting some extras. The levels 
are:

• Friends Beach Club - Premier: 
$700 — includes 1 Table Sponsor-
ship; 8 Fund Raiser Dinner Tick-
ets; 20 tickets in the 50/50 raffle; 
Name in the 2022 Beach Ball pro-
gram

• Friends Beach Club - Spon-
sor: $150 — includes 1 Table 
Sponsorship; Name in the 2022 
Beach Ball program

• Friends Beach Club - Couple: 
$250 — includes 2 Fund Raiser 
Dinner Tickets; 5 tickets in the 
50/50 raffle; Name in the 2022 
Beach Ball program

Dinner tickets are available at 
a cost of $50 each. Those interest-
ed in becoming a Friends Beach 
Club member, or purchasing just 
dinner tickets, can contact Susan 
Thompson, thomcomm@netins.
net, or 515-240-6536. Those with 
auction items to donate also are 
asked to contact Thompson.

The 2022 Beach Ball will fea-
ture live music from Little Joe 
McCarthy. This is the third Beach 
Ball where McCarthy has provid-
ed live music in the outdoors set-
ting. The singer, songwriter and 
musician is from the Omaha area 
and plays a mix of oldies, rock 

and country. Extra chairs will be 
available outside for those who 
have tables inside yet want to en-
joy McCarthy’s music during so-
cial time. 

There also will be a 50/50 raffle 
and both live and silent auctions. 
There will be three live auction 
items of particular interest to 
Iowa State University fans. 

Jamie Pollard, ISU athletic di-
rector, who owns a Lake Panora-
ma home with his wife Ellen, has 
offered a Cyclone Football pack-
age. It includes four tickets in the 

athletic director’s suite in the Ja-
cobsen Building in the north end 
zone for the Sept. 24 ISU versus 
Baylor football game. This pack-
age also includes a parking pass, 
plus food and soft drinks during 
the game. 

Two other items for ISU fans 
are a football signed by Coach 
Matt Campbell and a basketball 
signed by T.J. Otzelberger, both 
in display cases. These two items 
have been donated by Jay and Sue 
Merryman. 

Another live auction item sure 

to generate some spirited bid-
ding is the six-course gourmet 

dinner for six, offered by LPA 
members Bill and Karen Fitzger-
ald. Six wines will be paired with 
the six courses. The dinner would 
be served in the winning bidder’s 
home, prepared and served by 
the Fitzgeralds. At the 2021 Beach 
Ball, this dinner sold at live auc-
tion for $2,000. 

For the silent auction, a wide 
selection of gift baskets, art-
work, home décor items and gift 
cards will be available for bid-
ding throughout the evening. The 
drawing for the 50/50 raffle win-
ner will take place right before 
the live auction begins. The silent 
auction will end at the same time. 

Registration will begin in the 
LPN dining room at 4:30 p.m. and 

run for one hour. Cash bars will 
be available both inside and out-
side beginning at 4:30 p.m. and 
running through the evening. 
The buffet dinner will be served 
in the Links bar beginning at 6 
p.m. 

Details on the 2022 Beach Ball, 
plus all past and current projects, 
are available on the Friends web-
site. Friends of Lake Panorama 
also has a Facebook page. 

Tax-deductible donations can 
be made at any time by check 
payable to Friends of Lake Pan-
orama, and mailed to Friends 
of Lake Panorama, P.O. Box 488, 
Panora, Iowa, 50216. Donations 
also can be made through Venmo 
@Panorama-Friends, or by credit 
card on the Friends website at 
friendsoflakepanorama.org. n

FRIENDS BEACH CLUB MEMBERS SOUGHT 
FOR JULY 22 FUNDRAISER 
The 2022 Beach Ball will feature live music from Little Joe McCarthy.

One of the items on the 2022 Beach Ball live auction is this basketball 
signed by ISU men’s coach T. J. Otzelberger. A football signed by coach 
Matt Campbell also will be on the live auction. Both will include an 
acrylic display case and have been donated by Jay and Sue Merryman. 

BEACH BALL PROCEEDS TO 
BENEFIT LAKE PANORAMA 

The 2021 Beach Ball raised $25,000. Those funds were used to com-
plete the Lake Panorama dog park, purchase three swings for the Sun-
set Beach playground, and enhance an existing trail near Panorama 
West. The Sunset Beach swings were ordered last fall and should arrive 
sometime this summer. Work is in underway to finalize improvements 
to the Panorama West trail, and the dog park opens June 10. 

Earlier Beach Balls provided funds for new playground equipment at 
all three of Lake Panorama’s beaches, and the sports courts at Boulder 
Beach. 

The Friends of Lake Panorama board of directors will meet in August 
to determine how proceeds from the 2022 Beach Ball will be used. One 
likely recipient is a multi-use recreational project on Lake Panorama’s 
south shore that received approval from the LPA board of directors at 
its May 24 meeting. 

Items in the recreational concept developed by Friends and ap-
proved by the LPA board include a disc golf course, walking trails, a 
fishing dock, bird and bat houses, and a small picnic shelter near the 
entrance to the golf course and trails. Friends will work with Fin and 
Feather and LPA staff to explore options for the fishing dock and bird 
and bat houses. 

Another project approved by the LPA board in June 2021 that may re-
ceive some 2022 Beach Ball funding is a basketball half-court at Sunset 
Beach. Information on this project and the south shore multi-use rec-
reational area will be available at the 2022 Beach Ball, and attendees 
will have the opportunity to make direct donations to these projects. n
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Offering

OFFICE: 641-755-3351
DANNY’S CELL: 515-971-0226 

lpbarge@att.net

Make Us Your First Call!
See more projects completed for residents at our website 

WOODDUCKLANDSCAPES.COM
515.661.3208 | josh@woodducklandscapes.com

WORTH THE WAIT

SUPERIOR SERVICE. 
SUPERIOR QUALITY.
WHEN YOU WANT TO MAKE THE MOST 

OF YOUR OUTDOOR SPACE.
Our goal is to provide the highest quality, most creative outdoor environments.  

We’ll manage all facets of your project, from retaining walls to patios to 
irrigation and more.

We specialize in working with lake and vacation home owners and residential 
properties and acreages in central Iowa.  No job is too big or small for us and 

we always offer free consultation and estimates so give us a call.
Why Choose Us?

	 ✓	Locally Owned & Operated ✓	Honest & Fair Pricing
	 ✓	Superior Workmanship ✓	Courteous & Professional



BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

The Lake Panorama dog park 
will open Friday, June 10. It will 
be open daylight hours only, 
seven days a week. The main en-
trance gate is locked and requires 
an access code. Park users must 
call LPA Security to request the 
code. The security officer will ask 
some basic questions, such as 
name, vehicle information, and 
breed and number of dogs. The 
LPA Security phone number is 
641-757-9035.

Once inside the main gate, 
there are two separate gates that 
are not locked but should remain 
closed except when entering and 
exiting. The large dog area is for 
dogs at least 15 inches at shoul-
der height. Small dogs can be in 
the large dog area, but owners 
are reminded it is possible for a 
small dog to be injured by a large 
dog. The small dog area is limit-
ed to dogs less than 15 inches at 
shoulder height; larger dogs are 
prohibited. Signs including this 
information are on each of the 
three gates.

There are two signs near the 
main entrance gate. One is a list 
of rules for dog park users to fol-
low; the other recognizes donors 
who gave $500 or more to make 
the dog park possible. 

Bryce Arganbright of Argan-
bright Construction was hired to 
install a 6-foot-high chain link 
fence 400 feet long and 150 feet 
wide with a dividing fence to 
create the two sections. He also 
poured a concrete floor and built 
a shelter for the entrance gates. 
Crushed rock along the inside 
perimeter of the fence provides a 
walking path, a weed barrier and 
will keep dogs from digging near 
the fence. 

Brandon Brehmer donated 
his time to seed and fertilize the 
fenced-in area last fall and again 
this spring. In late May, he ap-
plied a broadleaf weed control. 
He plans to overseed and aerate 
in the fall. The park will be mowed 

weekly as needed, but because of 
weather and variability of the LPA 
maintenance staff schedule, no 
specific day or time is set. If users 
arrive at the park when it is being 
mowed, they are asked to wait un-
til mowing is complete. 

In each section, there is a pic-

nic table, two dog waste bag dis-
pensers, one water bowl, and one 
receptacle for pet waste bags. The 
water bowls fill by pushing a but-
ton on the side; the water drains 
out over 90 seconds to avoid 
standing water. 

Two sugar maple trees were 

planted last fall, donated by Larry 
and Heather Isom, who own Isom 
Tree Farm. If additional trees are 
desired, the Isoms have offered to 
donate one tree for each tree pur-
chased with planting done in the 
fall. 

The dog park is located at the 

corner of Sage Trail and East RV 
Road, near the east campground. 
There is a rocked parking area on 
the east end for users, rather than 
parking along the road or on the 
grass. The dog park was financed 
by $50,000 in donations through 
the Friends of Lake Panorama.  n

DOG PARK TO OPEN JUNE 10
Each section indludes a picnic table, two dog waste bag dispensers, one water bowl, and one receptacle for pet waste bags.

Seth Hays and Bryce Arganbright of Arganbright Construction are shown in late May finalizing the location for the gate that opens into the small 
dog area on the east end of the Lake Panorama dog park. A locked main entrance gate allows dogs and owners to enter a concrete pad covered 
by a shelter; separate gates allow entrance to the small and large dog areas. The access code for the main gate can be obtained by calling LPA 
Security at 641-757-9035.  
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your new home?

Windy Ridge Interiors & More | Ph: 712-210-6833

A PROFESSIONAL STAGING CAN 
MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

Selling your house

furnishingOR

We make your home 

Better!
• Affordable Consultations
• Staging for Home Sales
• Kitchen Design and Layout
• Decorating/Designing
• Event & Seasonal Decorating
• Room Restyle

Call for a 
consultation today! 
712-210-6833

After
Before

REESE REESE 
TREE CARETREE CARE

Old Masters  Old Masters  
Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

Over 40 years of education, art, safety, 
training and excellence in the green 

industry at your service.

WE TREAT FOR TREE 
HEALTH AND DISORDERS 
Complete Groundskeeping & Property Management

EXPERT, 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES

RMC

Trees • Shrubs • Hedges 
Lawns • Landscape

LICENSED, INSURED AND REASONABLE

BILL REESE - Owner 
515-943-0544 • 641-755-2140
breesetrees77@gmail.com
ISA Certified Arborist
ISA Certified Utility Specialist
#MW3944AU

• PAINTING – INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• DECK STAINING
• WALL COVERING & REMOVAL
• POWER WASHING – CLEAN THE MOLD 

OFF YOUR HOUSE & DOCKS
• DRYWALL REPAIR
• VERY NEAT & CLEAN!
• SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

Shine
THIS SUMMER!

MAKE YOUR 
HOME

SUNDEEN
DECORATING

Wade Sundeen  515.238.9233515.238.9233  
twopickyman@netins.net

Design •   Installation •   ConstructionDesign •   Installation •   Construction
More than a shovel and a truck.
We have the equipment to do the job right!
• Retaining walls • Walkways • Patios
• Seeding • Sodding • Grading
• Plant materials • Planting • Pruning
• Landscape Material • Affordable Quality
• Insured

Don’t pay 
too much for 

too little!

GREENSPIRE LANDSCAPING
Over 25 years of dependable service

Phone Dan 641-439-2482 or 641-757-1497. Please leave a message.



Name: Finland
Age: 1-2 years old
Available for adoption at: Panora Pets
 
More than a year ago, Panora Pets was contacted 
by a resident about four kittens that were trying to 
exist in an old shed during the stretch of winter with 
below-zero temperatures.  It took a few attempts at 
live trapping to capture them all, but, eventually, 
all were safe.  Three of the four have found homes, 
leaving only Finland, still waiting for his. He was 
extremely shy at first but has turned into quite a 
pest in seeking out love and attention. He’s con-
tinually reaching out and trying to snag any vol-
unteer, attendant or potential adopter who walks 
by for some attention. He has discovered the joys 
of hanging out in the kitty tree. Finland generally gets along with other kitties, but when 
he’s in a feisty mood, he likes to pick on others. He has a beautiful chocolate tabby coat with 
pristine white accents on his face and paws, mesmerizing, wide-set green eyes, and a big 
freckle on his nose that makes him even that much cuter. n

LAKE DOG & COVE CAT
By CHERYL TEMPLE
Lake Panorama Times

Name: Willow
Breed: Mini Goldendoodle
Age: 6 
Owners: Sue and Brent Thompson

Willow enjoys taking boat and golf cart rides and 
greeting those who walk by her house. She likes 
hanging out on the dock with her family and 
friends. Pictured with Willow are:  Maci Mas-
ching, Kallie McMurphy, Braydi Smith, Grant 
Thompson, Trevor Phillips and Nick Thompson. 
Willow and her family have been enjoying lake 
life since 2018 and enjoy spending time here.

Suggest Lake Panorama residents 
and their pets for us to cover on the 
Lake Panorama - Lake Dogs 
and Cove Cats Facebook page

10 SQUARED PLUS MEN TO 
HELP FUND GCFD GENERATOR

The Ten Squared Plus Men of Guthrie County recently presented a ceremonial check 
for $17,400 to the Guthrie Center Fire Department. The group was selected as the most re-
cent winner. Accepting the check were, from the left: Gary McCool, Pierre Kellogg, Randy 
Sheeder, Chief Tom Langgaard, Dennis Flanery (who made the presentation to the group) 
and Chuck Cleveland. 

The Fire Department plans to purchase a large generator for use in the fire hall. During 
a power outage, they will be able to utilize their facility as a warming center and to operate 
the doors and charging devices in a normal manner. n
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Start your morning off right with an update from 
'The Daily Umbrella’.  

Start your morning off right with an update from 

Brief updates on local news, 
weather, events, career 
opportunities and the 
morning chuckle.

thedailyumbrella

Brought to you by the publisher of 
CITYVIEW and the Iowa Living magazines.

or subscribe at dmcityview.com
SCAN HERE

Delivered Mondays through Fridays 
for free to your inbox.  

Stuart-Anita Veterinary Clinic, pc

• Pet wellness
• Diagnostics
• Surgery
• Large or small animals
• Emergencies

Panora 
P.E.T.S.
Helping the 
homeless cats 
of Guthrie County
www.panorapets.com

THE LOCAL ANIMAL EXPERTS

827 Front St., Stuart (515) 523-1755  •  300 N. Highway 148, Anita (712) 762-4193
www.StuartVetClinic.com  •  M-F 8am-5pm, SAT 8am-Noon

www.dlcustomsiowa.com           641-427-5215           office@dlcustomsiowa.com

Custom Cabinets
Custom Homes

Let us bring your style into the spotlight with custom-built cabinets that fit your 
space and lifestyle. Now offering custom-built textured wood closet systems!

Locally owned, based out of Guthrie Center.

Quality you can count on with craftsmanship to last a lifetime! 



BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times

The 53rd annual meet-
ing of the Lake Panorama 
Association was May 14 at 
the LPN conference cen-
ter. About 90 people at-
tended, representing 44 
voting members. It was an-
nounced the LPA currently 
has a total membership of 
1,728, with 10 of those in-
active, because 2022 dues 
have not been paid. 

A total of 504 ballots 
were counted regarding 
whether to approve the 
adoption of LPA’s Amend-
ed and Substituted Cov-
enants and Restrictions. 
The ballot measure passed 
easily with 484 yes votes, 
and 20 no votes, for a 96% 
approval.  

The covenants serve as 
the foundation of the LPA’s 
governing documents 
and are an essential piece 
of LPA’s organizational 
structure. The covenants 
were last adopted April 26, 
2003, and must be renewed 
within 21 years. The up-
dated covenants now will 
be filed in the office of the 
Guthrie County Recorder, 
and be in place until May 
14, 2043. 

A total of 495 ballots 
were cast in the election 
for three people to serve 
on the LPA board of direc-
tors. There were three peo-
ple running for the three 
seats. New board mem-

bers are Dennis Flanery, 
Mark Jorgensen and Dirk 
Westercamp.  

Gary Evans, LPA board 
treasurer, provided the 
2021 financial and audit 
report for the LPA and its 
subsidiary, LPN, LLC. The 
CPA firm of Meriwether, 
Wilson and Company 
conducted the LPA annual 
audit, reviewing financial 
statements and balance 
sheets from 2021 and 2020 
of Lake Panorama Asso-
ciation and LPN, LLC. 

Evans said the auditor’s 
report stated the financial 
statements, consolidated 
reports and consolidated 
cash flows for both enti-
ties were in order and that 
the methods used by staff 
to create the documents 
were in accordance with 
generally accepted audit-
ing standards. 

LPN, LLC reported an 
operating loss of $339,309 
for 2021. Evans said LPN 
received a second federal 
Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram loan in 2021, which 
was fully forgiven in the 
amount of $223,616. Once 
facility rent of $70,000 
to LPA was booked, LPN 
showed a final net loss of 
$185,692.

LPA reported net income 
of $846,264 for 2021. Of 
that, $353,484 was for the 
yearly auditors’ adjust-
ment for land sales ex-
pense. Evans said this is 
an accounting adjustment 

for tax purposes and does 
not represent new money 
coming into the organiza-
tion. Copies of the audi-
tor’s report are available at 
the LPA office.

Rich Schumacher, LPA 
board president, chaired 
the meeting. To open his 
president’s report, Schum-

acher thanked the many 
people who volunteer on 
four standing LPA com-
mittees, including water 
safety, building codes, 
land sales and appeals. He 
also recognized the four 
volunteers who counted 
ballots for the 2022 annual 
meeting. 

“These volunteers don’t 
do this for their personal 
gain but rather because 
they know they are helping 
LPA members have a bet-
ter experience here at Lake 
Panorama,” he said. 

Schumacher reviewed 
two recent LPN, LLC proj-
ects. At the LPN, a new re-

taining wall was installed 
in the pond near the fifth 
hole. The second project 
was the removal of a total 
of 350 ash trees from the 
LPN and Panorama West 
golf courses. He reported 
the LPA has received the 
stump grinder that was 
ordered last fall, and work 
will begin soon to clear 
stumps on the two cours-
es. 

Turning to the LPA, 
Schumacher said the 
board takes a very serious 
look at the annual budget. 
“While each area of the 
staff looks at their num-
bers, projecting out needs 
for up to five years, the 
board considers the needs, 
and questions if it can wait 
or what is a priority,” he 
said.  

For many years, the LPA 
board has been restricted 
by a past membership vote 
to raising annual dues no 
more than 5%. 

“I’ve had members ask 
me to not increase the 
dues, and newer members 
say our dues are not high 
enough for what they re-
ceive,” Schumacher said. 
“When we looked at this 
year’s budget, we knew the 
5% increase was necessary 
because of our increasing 
costs. That 5% increase 
will generate an additional 
$97,905.”

John Rutledge, LPA gen-
eral manager and LPN, 
LLC director of operations, 
began his report with a 
look at the LPN. 

“We have had some 
turnover in the food and 
beverage management 
team, which I know has 
been disappointing for 
our supporters,” he said. 
“I can assure you this has 
been disappointing for us, 
too. We are working with 
the LPA and LPN boards to 
review our approach to the 
food and beverage depart-
ment.”

“Golf continues to per-
form well for us, with LPN 
memberships increasing 
by nine and Panorama 
West memberships in-
creasing by four this year,” 
Rutledge said. “Overall, 
LPN, LLC is not a profitable 
subsidiary for LPA, but it’s 
also not a black hole. The 
LPA board continues to 
believe even though LPN 
is not a profit-producing 
investment, it continues to 
be an important benefit for 
LPA members.” 

Currently, Rutledge is 
overseeing the LPN food 
and beverage department, 
and Royce Shaffer contin-
ues to manage everything 
else. Rutledge said the two 
of them welcome feedback 
on dining, golf or lodging 
experiences and have es-
tablished a special email 

53RD LPA ANNUAL MEETING HELD 
A total of 495 ballots were cast in the election for three people to serve on the LPA board of directors.

Elected to the LPA board of directors at the May 14 LPA annual meeting were, left to right, Dirk Westercamp, Dennis 
Flanery and Mark Jorgensen. All three will be serving their first three-year term. 

LPA, PAGE 19
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account for comments: feed-
back@lakepanorama.org

Shifting gears to the LPA, 
Rutledge said the annual seal-
coating of LPA roads is “suffering 
from inflation. The 2022 cost will 
be $26,800 per mile, so we will 
treat about eight miles instead of 
the usual nine-and-a-half miles. 
Hopefully, material costs will 
come back down in 2023, closer 
to the $20,000 per mile range, 
and we’ll be able to increase the 
number of miles treated.” 

Rutledge said the LPA Security 
department continues to play an 
important role for the associa-
tion, covering water safety, land 
patrol, hunting management 
and other responsibilities. 

“One item to highlight is the 
critical importance of invasive 
species rule enforcement,” he 
said. “Members who travel with 
their boats must comply to en-
sure the health of Lake Pan-
orama into the future. This also 
applies to any used docks or lifts 
that are purchased from other 
bodies of water. We occasion-
ally receive some pushback on 
this topic, but we stand firm. The 
lake is the lifeblood of this com-
munity, and we must do our part 
to avoid the negative impact of 
invasive species.”

Rutledge said the new water 
plant is functioning as designed, 

and almost all feedback from 
members has been “extremely 
positive.” He encouraged anyone 
who feels the water quality com-
ing into their home isn’t what it 
should be to contact LPA. 

A water main crossing at Sun-
set Beach is scheduled to be 
replaced this year at a cost of 
around $600,000. A similar main 
in Burchfield Cove failed in the 
winter of 2020 and had to be re-
placed on short notice. Rutledge 
said replacing the Sunset Beach 
main is “part of the natural pro-
cess of replacing assets that are 
50 years old.”

The lake dam undergoes an ex-
tensive review every five years, in 
addition to annual inspections, 
with the five-year review done 
recently. This was the first time 
a company was hired to send a 
diver underwater for a thorough 
inspection of the dam and com-
ponents. 

“The initial assessment is very 
good, considering our dam is 50 
years old,” Rutledge said. “As with 
everything, there is a heightened 
sense of awareness as dams in-
crease in age. We expect some 
routine repairs will be needed in 
the concrete portions of the dam. 
The cylinders and the bascule 
gate all are in good condition.”

Rutledge said the dog park, 
funded by donors through 

Friends of Lake Panorama, 
would open in June. He said past 
projects led by Friends, includ-
ing playground equipment at 
all three beaches and the sports 
courts at Boulder Beach, are 
much appreciated and used reg-
ularly. He thanked the Friends 
board and all donors who have 
helped support the Lake Panora-
ma community with these recre-
ational amenities.  

Next Rutledge turned his at-
tention to the Lake Panorama 
Rural Improvement Zone (RIZ). 
Expansion of the 180th Trail Ba-
sin is underway, and will be used 
for sediment storage once the 
current basin is full. A new wet-
land to help protect water qual-
ity flowing into Burchfield Cove 
is planned with construction 
hopefully underway this fall. A 
second wetland, also designed 
to help protect Burchfield Cove, 
is held up because of a conflict 
with the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers. An onsite meeting was 
planned with Corps officials for 
the following week in an attempt 
to iron out differences.

Rutledge said dredging being 
done this spring in the Narrows 
would end before Memorial Day 
weekend. The dredge crew then 
will turn its attention to assess-
ing coves and spot dredging.

Plans to rip rap the south 

shore are being made with the 
RIZ board requiring a signed 
contract that LPA will retain it as 
green space for at least 15 years. 
Rutledge said the project cost 
could exceed $750,000. 

“We’re hopeful this work can 
be done this fall, but material 
supplies and fuel costs both are 
creating concerns about this 
tight timeline,” Rutledge said. 

RIZ is projected to receive $3 
million in revenues in the 2022-
23 fiscal year. 

“LPA dues generate about $2 
million annually,” Rutledge 
said. “If we had to come up with 
$3 million annually to do the 
dredging and water quality proj-
ects now funded by RIZ, it would 

be very difficult. Even though 
that $3 million comes from LPA 
member-paid property taxes, 
without RIZ, we know that mon-
ey wouldn’t all be coming back 
to us, it would be shifted else-
where.”  

Shortly after the LPA annual 
meeting adjourned, the LPA 
board of directors convened a 
special meeting to elect officers 
for the coming year. A slate of of-
ficers was nominated, and elect-
ed unanimously to take office 
upon adjournment of the special 
meeting. LPA board officers now 
are Rich Schumacher, president; 
Emily Donovan, vice president; 
David Finneseth, secretary; and 
Dennis Flanery, treasurer. n

3 GM COFFEES ANNOUNCED
During his remarks at the 2022 LPA annual meeting, John Rut-

ledge, LPA general manager and LPN director of operations, an-
nounced dates for three GM coffees for the remainder of 2022. The 
dates fall on Fridays and are July 15, Sept. 2 and Dec. 2. Meetings 
begin at 10:30 a.m. and are held at the Lake Panorama National con-
ference center.

Coffee and other refreshments are available at these informal 
gatherings, where Rutledge provides an update on current happen-
ings, then takes questions from members in attendance. 

If members have questions they would like covered about LPA 
policies or developments, they can email lpa@lakepanorama.org to 
give Rutledge an opportunity to prepare in advance. LPA members 
with questions specific to their own membership or property should 
call the LPA office during regular business hours at 641-755-2301. n
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GRAND CANYON TRIP HIGHLIGHTS FRIENDSHIPS, FITNESS AND FUN 

The group hiked to the bottom of the Grand Canyon and back two days in a row. This photo was taken 

before their first hike, which was a 21-mile roundtrip on the Bright Angel Trail. Shown left to right, 
Connie Hoffman, Sandy Leiferman, Maggie Armstrong, Erin Kirtley, Emily Albers, Amanda Doran 
and Tricia Steffen.

Locallyowned
LAKE PANORAMA

“We’d all go back 
in a heartbeat.”

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

Seven area women, brought together by their love of running, took a five-day trip to the Grand Canyon in early No-vember. The result was sore muscles, great photos, lasting memories and a deepening of their already strong friendships. 
It all started because of a trip Sandy Leiferman and Tricia Steffen, both Lake Panorama residents, took in 2020 to the Grand Canyon. 

“We were all a little jealous of the Grand Canyon hiking trip Sandy and Tricia took,” says Emily Albers, who lives in Yale. “We loved their pictures and stories and all agreed we needed to go back with them sometime. We were thinking we’d plan this trip in a few years. Much to our surprise, on Jan. 2, 2021, Sandy sent a group text that said ‘Happy New Year ladies! I have some exciting news. I just reserved two rooms at Bright Angel Lodge in the Grand Canyon.’ ”  
Others in the group were Amanda Doran, Maggie Armstrong, Erin Kirtley and Connie Hoffman. They flew from Iowa Wednesday, Nov. 17. On Thurs-day, they hiked the Bright Angel Trail to Phantom Ranch at the bottom of the canyon and back. The 21-mile hike took the group 11 hours, and they finished in darkness, except for their flashlights. The next day featured a nine-hour, 15-mile roundtrip hike from South Kaibab to the Colorado River and back. Doran, who lives near Yale, says she found the Grand Canyon “absolutely amazing. The views take your breath away, and our pictures will never do that place justice. It is highly recom-mended not to do the hike we did the first day in one day, but we did,” she says. “The last few miles were brutal. Only later did Tricia and Sandy say it was the same for them a year earlier. I guess they wanted us to suffer like they did!”

These women who run have joined the larger group in many ways and many stages in their lives. Hoffman, who lives in Carroll, met Leiferman 20 years ago when Leiferman was work-ing at the Carroll HyVee. “She inspired me to run my first mile, my first race and many other first ad-ventures,” Hoffman says. “Sandy and I have run 20 marathons together, many on the East and West coasts. When Sandy moved to Panora, I would meet up with her to run, and she often would invite someone new to run with us. This is how I met most of the others, because Sandy has never met a stranger. She planned and orga-nized this trip and always inspires us to be our best and push our own limits.”  Steffen, whose car license plate is GOT2RN (Got to run), has been a lon-ger distance runner since her senior year of high school. Her friendship with Leiferman led her to connections with 

other local runners. 
“Sandy is a very motivated individ-ual, particularly when it comes to fit-ness,” Steffen says. “She encourages all people of any level to run and will run with anyone interested.”Two participants in the Grand Canyon trip, and also the larger group of local runners, are sisters. Erin Kirtley and Maggie Armstrong have been running together about six years. Their young-er sister, Elizabeth Ratcliff, also runs. “But she mostly likes to go solo as her schedule with three little kids and being the Panorama Elementary prin-cipal is very busy,” says Kirtley. Daughters of Jay and Karen Gerlich, the three sisters ran cross country in middle school and high school for Pan-orama Community Schools. All three live south of Panora with their families.“While Erin and I have been running partners since 2016, the Grand Canyon was our first official adventure trip,” says Armstrong. “I think our sense of adventure was cemented in us as kids. Back then, Lake Panorama, and spe-cifically Helen’s Cove, was a little wild, remote and less populated. The three of us grew up playing in the woods and creating our own adventures with the few neighbor kids we had. There are houses along Panorama Drive now that make me wonder if the builders found remains of the forts we built or the trails we made 30 years ago.”Armstrong says she started meet-ing other runners in 2016 when she decided she wanted to run her first half marathon. 

“I met Sandy through Erin, and both became my training partners. Sandy created a running schedule for me to follow, and she and Erin would join me on a few runs a week ahead of that year’s race,” she says. 
Albers says her introduction to group running began with Kirtley. “We started running together about three years ago when we were both train-ing for the Des Moines Half Marathon,” Albers says. “At that time, I was help-ing coach the Panorama cross country team with Sandy Leiferman, so she, Erin and I occasionally would go for some longer training runs together.”Doran’s introduction to the group also happened because of Kirtley. “In 2019, Erin told me about the Phila-delphia marathon she, Sandy and Con-nie were going to run in November. I knew Erin, knew who Sandy was, but had never met Connie,” Doran says. “I signed up for it, nervous about going someplace with people who weren’t really my people. We all had an amaz-ing time. We kept running and doing stuff together and have never left each other since.”

Armstrong says the current group of runners formed through a hand-ful of different friendships when the pandemic hit. 

Amanda Doran snapped this photo of her fellow hikers as they moved down the trail into the Grand Canyon. 
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