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GRAND CANYON TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 
FRIENDSHIPS, FITNESS AND FUN 

The group hiked to the bottom of the Grand Canyon and back two days in a row. This photo was taken 
before their first hike, which was a 21-mile roundtrip on the Bright Angel Trail. Shown left to right, 
Connie Hoffman, Sandy Leiferman, Maggie Armstrong, Erin Kirtley, Emily Albers, Amanda Doran 
and Tricia Steffen.

Locallyowned
LAKE PANORAMA

“We’d all go back 
in a heartbeat.”

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

Seven area women, brought together 
by their love of running, took a five-day 
trip to the Grand Canyon in early No-
vember. The result was sore muscles, 
great photos, lasting memories and 
a deepening of their already strong 
friendships. 

It all started because of a trip Sandy 
Leiferman and Tricia Steffen, both Lake 
Panorama residents, took in 2020 to 
the Grand Canyon. 

“We were all a little jealous of the 
Grand Canyon hiking trip Sandy and 
Tricia took,” says Emily Albers, who 
lives in Yale. “We loved their pictures 
and stories and all agreed we needed 
to go back with them sometime. We 
were thinking we’d plan this trip in a 
few years. Much to our surprise, on Jan. 
2, 2021, Sandy sent a group text that 
said ‘Happy New Year ladies! I have 
some exciting news. I just reserved 
two rooms at Bright Angel Lodge in 
the Grand Canyon.’ ”  

Others in the group were Amanda 
Doran, Maggie Armstrong, Erin Kirtley 
and Connie Hoffman. They flew from 
Iowa Wednesday, Nov. 17. On Thurs-
day, they hiked the Bright Angel Trail 
to Phantom Ranch at the bottom of the 
canyon and back. The 21-mile hike took 
the group 11 hours, and they finished 
in darkness, except for their flashlights. 
The next day featured a nine-hour, 15-
mile roundtrip hike from South Kaibab 
to the Colorado River and back. 

Doran, who lives near Yale, says she 
found the Grand Canyon “absolutely 
amazing. The views take your breath 
away, and our pictures will never do 
that place justice. It is highly recom-
mended not to do the hike we did the 
first day in one day, but we did,” she 
says. “The last few miles were brutal. 
Only later did Tricia and Sandy say it 
was the same for them a year earlier. 
I guess they wanted us to suffer like 
they did!”

These women who run have joined 
the larger group in many ways and 
many stages in their lives. Hoffman, 
who lives in Carroll, met Leiferman 20 
years ago when Leiferman was work-
ing at the Carroll HyVee. 

“She inspired me to run my first mile, 
my first race and many other first ad-
ventures,” Hoffman says. 

“Sandy and I have run 20 marathons 
together, many on the East and West 
coasts. When Sandy moved to Panora, 
I would meet up with her to run, and 
she often would invite someone new 
to run with us. This is how I met most 
of the others, because Sandy has never 
met a stranger. She planned and orga-
nized this trip and always inspires us to 
be our best and push our own limits.”  

Steffen, whose car license plate is 
GOT2RN (Got to run), has been a lon-
ger distance runner since her senior 
year of high school. Her friendship with 
Leiferman led her to connections with 

other local runners. 
“Sandy is a very motivated individ-

ual, particularly when it comes to fit-
ness,” Steffen says. “She encourages 
all people of any level to run and will 
run with anyone interested.”

Two participants in the Grand Canyon 
trip, and also the larger group of local 
runners, are sisters. Erin Kirtley and 
Maggie Armstrong have been running 
together about six years. Their young-
er sister, Elizabeth Ratcliff, also runs. 

“But she mostly likes to go solo as 
her schedule with three little kids and 
being the Panorama Elementary prin-
cipal is very busy,” says Kirtley. 

Daughters of Jay and Karen Gerlich, 
the three sisters ran cross country in 
middle school and high school for Pan-
orama Community Schools. All three 
live south of Panora with their families.

“While Erin and I have been running 
partners since 2016, the Grand Canyon 
was our first official adventure trip,” 
says Armstrong. “I think our sense of 
adventure was cemented in us as kids. 
Back then, Lake Panorama, and spe-
cifically Helen’s Cove, was a little wild, 
remote and less populated. The three 
of us grew up playing in the woods and 
creating our own adventures with the 
few neighbor kids we had. There are 
houses along Panorama Drive now 
that make me wonder if the builders 
found remains of the forts we built or 
the trails we made 30 years ago.”

Armstrong says she started meet-
ing other runners in 2016 when she 
decided she wanted to run her first 
half marathon. 

“I met Sandy through Erin, and both 
became my training partners. Sandy 
created a running schedule for me to 
follow, and she and Erin would join 
me on a few runs a week ahead of that 
year’s race,” she says. 

Albers says her introduction to group 
running began with Kirtley. 

“We started running together about 
three years ago when we were both train-
ing for the Des Moines Half Marathon,” 
Albers says. “At that time, I was help-
ing coach the Panorama cross country 
team with Sandy Leiferman, so she, 
Erin and I occasionally would go for 
some longer training runs together.”

Doran’s introduction to the group 
also happened because of Kirtley. 

“In 2019, Erin told me about the Phila-
delphia marathon she, Sandy and Con-
nie were going to run in November. I 
knew Erin, knew who Sandy was, but 
had never met Connie,” Doran says. “I 
signed up for it, nervous about going 
someplace with people who weren’t 
really my people. We all had an amaz-
ing time. We kept running and doing 
stuff together and have never left each 
other since.”

Armstrong says the current group 
of runners formed through a hand-
ful of different friendships when the 
pandemic hit. 

Amanda Doran snapped this 
photo of her fellow hikers as 
they moved down the trail 
into the Grand Canyon. 
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BY SHANE GOODMAN
Editor and Publisher

Jolene and I were working 
on remodel projects at our 
lake home a few weeks ago 
when the first snowstorm was 
to hit. I was looking forward 
to it, fully prepped to move 
snow. Blade put on the UTV. 
Gas tank filled up. Carhartts, 
stocking hat and gloves at the 
ready. I looked out the win-
dow every hour or so, only 
to see a bunch of what ap-
peared to be Canadian Geese 
flocking together in a quickly 
shrinking pool of water. But 
no snow, except for a bit that 
drifted in. I mean, a guy can 
only watch so much football. 
So with no snow to remove, I 
helped Jolene paint — a little.  
She would say very little. But 
when that next snow storm 
comes, I will be ready for it.  

Everyone knows it’s windy…
A few weeks prior to the no-

snow, we had new windows 
installed. The old ones were 
placed in a large dumpster 
we had delivered. You may 
recall the wind storm that 
came about that evening with 
area power outages and tree 
damage. We were at home in 
Johnston and reached out to 
our lake neighbors, hoping 
that they were not going to 
tell us to come pick up our 
scrap windows or debris out 
of their lawn — or the lake. 
Fortunately, it all stayed in 
place.  

Back to those Canadian 
Geese…

I was curious why these 
birds weren’t down south 
for the winter and why in the 
world they would be soaking 
in soon-to-be-frozen lake wa-
ter in below-zero tempera-
tures. Here’s a somewhat obvi-
ous answer I found. For geese, 
sitting in the water is warmer 
than being on the snow or ice. 
They have evolved to deal with 
the cold, but every degree of 
warmth apparently helps, as 
does the grouping together.  

But why aren’t these Ca-
nadian Geese down south 
by now? Well, only the geese 
could say for sure, but here is a 
theory I found. Due to extreme 
hunting, wild Canadian Geese 
were nearing extinct by 1940. 
Conservation clubs introduced 
a project to breed Canadian 
Geese in captivity and release 
them into the wild to help re-
build the species. This process 
increased the overall popula-
tion of Canadian Geese, but 
it split the breed in two. The 
wild Canadian Geese contin-
ued to migrate from Canada 
to the Gulf Coast, but most of 
the geese that had been farm-
raised had little social interac-
tion with the wild geese and 
did not know how to migrate. 
As a result, many would stay 
year-round in or near where 
they were released. In addi-
tion, the farm-raised geese 
did not share a natural fear 
of humans that is prevalent in 
true wild geese, which explains 

why they can be a nuisance 
on golf courses, city parks — 
and Lake Panorama. Or maybe 
they are like many of us and 
simply prefer to be here in the 
winter. Can you blame them?

Another lake chuckle
Care to guess why the pho-

tographer threw his tripod into 
the lake? Well, one of the legs 
was loose, and he just couldn’t 
stand it anymore.

More of this kind of stuff
If you enjoy my monthly 

musings, you can read sim-
ilar columns by subscribing to 
our free newsletter, The Daily 
Umbrella, delivered via email 
each weekday morning. Sign 
up at www.thedailyumbrella.
com.  

Have a great month, and, as 
always, thank you for reading. n

Shane Goodman
Editor and Publisher
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305
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ON THE LAKE

Shane Goodman

SNOW PREP, CANADIAN 
GEESE AND A TRIPOD

Joel Hester
Sales and Leasing Professional
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BY MICHAEL C. WOODY

As I write this, we are digging out of the 
end of the year and the end of the holiday 
movie season. Here’s a quick (but large) list 
of what’s out there. Some of them are easy 
to find (i.e.: wide release or streaming) and 
some not so much (art house). Several of these 
will be on my top 10 list for 2021 for sure.

“C’MON C’MON”: If you have ever doubted 
Joaquin Phoenix’s ability to act (and why should 
you?), “C’mon C’mon” will definitely show you 
his range. Phoenix plays a man tasked with 
keeping track of his very young nephew due 
to a medical situation. This is a small, quiet 
film about this charming relationship and 
the balance it takes (from both of them) for 
it to work. Also shot in beautiful black and 
white. Phoenix is brilliant. 
Grade: B+

“BEING THE RICARDOS”: “I Love Lucy” fans 
will love writer/di-
rector Aaron Sorkin’s 
look at this television 
legend. I grew up 
watching Lucy but 
didn’t know much of 
the backstory. Cra-
zy to think that CBS 
would balk at showing a pregnant woman on 
television. Nicole Kidman is near perfect as 
Lucy, and so is Javier Barem as her husband 
Desi Arnaz. Easily one of the year’s best. 
Grade: A-

“THE BEATLES: GET BACK”: Stay at home for 
this one and watch it on Dis-
ney+. “The Beatles: Get Back” 
is filmmaker Peter Jackson’s 
(“Lord of the Rings” trilogy) 
transformation of all the vid-
eo that was shot around the 
making of their last album. 
Allegedly there was backbit-
ing and fighting amongst the 
Fab Four as they were about 
to split. To everyone’s surprise, the lads were 
in good spirits and, for the most part, friendly 
with each other. I found watching their cre-
ative process to be fascinating, and the music 
is outstanding. You will want to break it into 
pieces, as the total is in the eight-hour range. 
Grade: A.

“WEST SIDE STORY”: Who am I to question 
the great Steven Spielberg and his remake of 
the 1961 classic? The new film is tremendous 
— the voices, the dancing and everything else. 

My fear is that no one will 
see it. (The opening weekend 
was way soft at only $10 mil-
lion). Spielberg has remade 
the original almost exactly. 
Same dancing, same songs, 
storyline and setting. If you’ve 
seen the original, why bother? 
If you are younger than 25 
(most movie-goers), do you 
want to see a movie set in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s about competing gangs in New 
York? My guess is no. Why not update it with 
the same issues and songs to bring more peo-
ple into the theater? We might never know. A 
great try but it could have been more. 
Grade: A

“THE POWER OF THE DOG”: Those of you 
with Netflix can 
find this on that 
streaming ser-
vice. It is a dirty, 
dusty looking film 
with some of the 
year’s best perfor-
mances. Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Jesse Plemons play sib-
ling cattle ranchers in 1925 Montana. Cum-
berbatch plays the mean, obstinate brother 
who nearly always defers to his brother. That 
changes when Plemons’ character marries 
and brings his bride back to the ranch to live. 
She brings her son who is a bit too effeminate 
for Cumberbatch’s character. This very dark 
and nasty Shakespeare-like tale plays out un-
der stunning Montana vistas and ends with 
an evil but wonderful finale that I didn’t see 
coming but found very satisfying. On Netflix. 
Grade: A

“SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY HOME”: I’ll admit 
that it’s easy to guess that the current Spider-
Man movie has plenty of laughs and action. 
What you don’t expect is strong emotions and 
a serious need for Kleenex. I’ve been a Spi-
der-Man fan since 1973, so I’ve been round 
the block with this character. In short, this 
is one of the best movies of the year (easily 
the biggest audience pleaser) and deserves 
every bit of praise that it is getting. 
Grade: A

“SING 2”: The first one was a charming, ani-
mated movie about a 
bunch of animals try-
ing to put on a musical. 
Wonderful characters 
and a great soundtrack 
made this a big hit with 

the little ones. “Sing 2” picks right up where 
the last one left off, leading with Prince’s “Let’s
Go Crazy.” 
Grade: A

“AMERICAN UNDERDOG”: If you thought 
you knew every-
thing about for-
mer UNI, former 
Iowa Barnstormer 
and former Super 
Bowl Champion 
and MVP quarter-
back, Kurt Warner, 
I’ll bet you are wrong. What a great movie 
about a man who just would not take no for 
an answer. Spirituality, football action and 
strong family ties keep this movie moving 
forward into a real crowd-pleaser. 
Grade: A

“THE KING’S MAN”: Tap the brakes on 
this origin story 
for the Kingsman 
franchise. The first 
mov ie is rea l ly 
great, the second 
was a notch or two 
lower, and this ef-
fort is like that open 
can of pop in the fridge from New Year’s…flat 
and not enjoyable. 
Grade: C

“DON’T LOOK UP”: If you’ve seen “VICE,” 
“The Big Short” or “Anchorman,” you know 
writer/director Adam McKay is a funny guy. 
Here he turns his attention to world politics. 
A researcher has discovered a comet racing 
toward Earth that is certain to wipe out the 
planet. The President, Meryl Streep, needs 
to downplay this event as it will interfere 
with her goals. COVID? Global warming? 
You figure it out but be prepared to laugh. 
A lot. On Netflix. 
Grade: B+

“MATRIX RESURRECTIONS”: I’m excited 
that I could almost follow 
this third in a trilogy. Al-
most. The first two movies 
are a complete mystery to 
me… mumbo jumbo and 
video game-like action. The 
third seemed easier to un-
derstand. It is not great but 
a relief to actually almost 
know what is going on. Find 
it streaming on HBO/Max. 
Grade: B

“LICORICE PIZZA”: This one is showing up 
on many Top 10 lists 
for the best movies of 
the year. I gotta admit, 
I’m not sure why. I also 
can’t figure out why 
this movie was made. 
A kinda cute relation-
ship between a young 
couple in the early 1970s. Waterbeds, Richard 
Nixon and Bradley Cooper as Barbra Strei-
sand beau Jon Peters had my head spinning. 
Not in a good way. What’s the point? 
Grade: B

“THE LOST DAUGHTER”: New to Netflix, 
this is an intense drama star-
ring Olivia Colman, Ed Harris 
and Dakota Johnson and the 
feature film directing debut of 
Maggie Gyllenhaal. Colman’s 
character is on holiday when 
she finds herself in the middle 
of a dangerous, group of fam-
ily members. Very dark, very 
sexual.
Grade: B

“NIGHTMARE ALLEY”: Director Guillermo 
del Toro leans back 
into his roots as a 
horror film director 
in this movie about 
carnival workers in 
the Depression era 
1930s and 1940s. 
The movie also 
probably features the most talented cast I saw 
all year. Bradley Cooper, Cate Blanchett, Toni 
Collette, Willem Dafoe to name a few. Del 
Toro tries his best to recreate the tough-guy 
look and feel of movies like “The Big Sleep,” 
“The Maltese Falcon” and “Double Indem-
nity.” Unfortunately he falls short. One too 
many twists at the end was too much for me, 
though I did love the final scene.
Grade: B

I hope that you had a great holiday season, and 
I’ll be back next time with my Top 10 movies 
of 2021. Be well, and pass the popcorn salt. n

Michael C. Woody has been reviewing mov-
ies on radio and television since 1986 and 
can be heard talking movies every Wednes-
day afternoon at 2:30 p.m. on KXn0 106.3 
with Keith Murphy and Andy Fales. You can 
also follow him on Twitter at MrMovieDSM. 
He and his wife Susan are residents of Lake 
Panorama.

LUCY, THE BEATLES, SPIELBERG, SPIDER-MAN AND MORE
LOCAL FILM REVIEWS
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INVESTING IN YOU

2022 Contribution Limits 
Is it time to contribute more?

Preparing for retirement just got a 
little more financial wiggle room. 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
recently announced new contribution 
limits for 2022.

Not changing for 2022 are Traditional 
and Roth Individual Retirement 
Accounts (IRAs), with the limit 
remaining at $6,000. If you are over 
age 50, the catch-up contribution for 
Traditional and Roth IRAs remains 
$1,000 as well.

Eligibility for Roth IRA contributions 
has also increased. These have 
bumped up to $129,000 to 
$144,000 for single filers and heads 
of households, and $204,000 to 
$214,000 for those filing jointly as 
married couples.

For workplace retirement accounts 
(i.e. 401(k), 403(b), amongst others), 
the contribution limit rises $1,000 
to $20,500. Catch-up contributions 

for those over age 50 remain at 
$6,500, bringing your total 401(k) 
contributions for 2022 to $27,000. 

SIMPLE IRA Employer Plans also 
increased employee maximum 
deferrals from $13,500 to $14,000. 
With the 50+ catch-up provision, 
you could defer up to an additional 
$3,000, bringing your total SIMPLE 
IRA contributions for 2022 to $17,000.

If you are self-employed, there 
are additional retirement savings 
solutions to consider as well, with 
greater deferral and savings potential 
for you and your spouse.

Visit investgcsb.com to read this 
article in its entirety.  As always, to 
see if these increases apply to your 
retirement strategy and to decide 
which contributions make the most 
sense, contact our office to discuss 
your specific situation. 
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GRAND CANYON
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“We started running together be-
cause we needed something to do, 
and it was a positive physical and 
mental health outlet at the time,” 
she says. “We found a few 5K, 10K 
and half marathons to run, so we 
kept going.” 

This past September, eight women 
in the running group competed in the 
Omaha Marathon. Armstrong gets 
credit for this because she wanted 
to run a marathon before her 40th 
birthday, which happened in 2021. 

“This was a goal of hers, and she 
somehow managed to convince the 
rest of us to run it with her,” says 
Albers. 

The decision was made in Janu-
ary 2021, and training began. Arm-
strong, Kirtley, Hoffman, Doran, 
Albers and Steffen were joined by 
Michelle Meinecke and Kennedy 
Kuta for the Omaha event. It was the 
first full-marathon for Armstrong, 
Albers, Steffen and Kuta.  

When discussing the Grand Can-
yon trip, Albers says the best part 
for her was the constant laughter. 

“When you’re hiking so many hours 
in one day, no topic is off limits, and 
we’ve covered it all. I love the dif-
ferent perspectives everyone in this 
group brings to every situation,” she 
says. “A bonus was the incredible 
views of the Grand Canyon. It was 
amazing how the landscape of the 
Grand Canyon changes around ev-
ery corner. I kept thinking that it 
couldn’t get any prettier, and then 
we’d round a corner and suddenly 
it would.” 

“Getting to know this group of 
women even better in such an in-
credible environment made it such a 
great trip,” says Hoffman. “We shared 
lots of laughs, struggles and triumphs. 
It was truly an epic adventure.”

“The friendship and camarade-
rie were amazing during this trip,” 
says Armstrong. “Anytime you do 
something physically, mentally 
or emotionally difficult with your 
friends, it bonds you in a new way.” 

“I also loved being able to accom-
plish this goal,” Armstrong says. “We 
had a pretty rigorous two days on 
the trails. The first day we did 21 
miles down through the canyon 
and back. Ignorance was bliss for 
those of us who had not done this 
hike. We had no idea what it would 
be like to finish the trail in the dark 
after nine hours of continuous hik-

ing. The climb back to the top was 
so difficult, but so rewarding once 
we reached the trailhead.”

When asked if she had any fun sto-
ries to share from the Grand Canyon 
trip, Armstrong was quick to offer 
this about Doran, who farms with 
her father, Tom Smith, and works 
as a mechanic at his business, Pan-
orama Tire. 

“It’s always best to have a friend 
and travel buddy who is a mechan-
ic,” Armstrong says. “We had some 
issues with the rental vehicle the 
first day of the trip. Amanda knew 
just what to do to fix it. The sight of 
a group of women standing around 
a Tahoe with its hood up in the gas 
station parking lot made a few cattle 
ranchers stop and ask if we needed 
help. It felt good to say ‘Nope, she’s 
got it, but thanks!’ We did feel bad 
Amanda had to work on her first day 
of vacation but were grateful for her 
expertise.” 

For her part, Doran says, “This trip 
was amazing, and it made it more 
special as I was able to share it with 
‘my girls.’ We support each other 
in our personal lives — physical-
ly, emotionally and mentally,” she 
says. “Anytime we are together, we 
have fun and usually our sides hurt 
from laughing. We may not be the 
fastest, but if we were, we couldn’t 
talk as much or laugh… or solve the 
world’s problems.” 

Kirtley says what the seven women 
on the Grand Canyon trip experi-
enced is what happens each time 
they and others in their running 
group get together. 

“I always enjoy the random mo-
ments together. The unscripted de-
tails. We get incredibly silly together, 
and then the laughter rarely stops. 
Someone is always cracking a joke, 
getting into a bind, saying something 
off the cuff, and we all just roll with 
it,” she says. 

“It’s a truly authentic group of 
ladies that can see the value in in-
vesting in each other’s lives. We all 
like a good challenge, too, and know 
that committing to physically and 
mentally taxing tasks is so much 
less painful when you are training 
together and holding each other ac-
countable.” 

For the past two months, Kirtley 
has taken time off to heal from in-
juries. 

“I’m looking forward to picking 

back up with more running later 
this winter and spring. We gener-
ally start planning our runs for the 
next year during these winter months 
and start signing up for races,” she 
says. “Most of the time, our group 
runs at 4:30 or 5 a.m., because we 
all have very busy lives.”  

“We all sign up for many of the 
same road races and enjoy training 
for them together,” Albers says. “Not 
everyone is able to join for every train-
ing run, but it’s nice to know that on 
any given day you’ll have anywhere 
from one person to eight or nine to 
run with. The company is always 
appreciated, and the conversation 
is never dull.”

Besides the seven women on the 
Grand Canyon trip, those who regu-
larly join these early morning runs 
around Panora and on the Raccoon 
River Valley Trail are Sue Bump, Mi-
chelle Meinecke, Britt Harney and 
Kennedy Kuta. 

Hoffman says what makes this 
group unique is the diversity. 

“I’m the oldest, but I don’t feel like 
that with this group. We all just mesh, 
with ages that range from 20 to 59. 
What I love about us is the feeling 
of inclusiveness. It doesn’t matter 
what your income is or what you do 
for an occupation or what your age 
is, you just feel part of the group,” 
she says. 

“I first met some of these women 
at a Reshape Fitness Studio yoga and 
wine class, and they made me feel 
so welcomed. That’s when I said to 
myself these are my people, this is 
my tribe. When I first started run-
ning 20 years ago, it was about get-
ting to the finish line,” Hoffman says. 
“Now it’s about the camaraderie.”

Steffen is one of the most recent 
group additions. 

“My first experience was last sum-
mer when we ran to Jamaica with a 
group of gals organized by Sue Bump 
with Reshape,” Steffen says. “This 
year we plan on running in some of 
the trail runs planned by Iowa Trail 

Run, other half-marathons, and hope-
fully more marathons. We would like 
to travel yearly in the fall.”

“I love these gals,” Steffen contin-
ues. “They are sincere, witty, silly, 
fun-loving, and always themselves. 
We all just want to live a fun and ac-
tive life. I really enjoy their friend-
ship and feel fortunate to have be-
come closer friends with them this 
past year.’ 

Armstrong sums up the Novem-
ber trip with words of caution for 
those who want to follow in these 
women’s footsteps. 

“The Grand Canyon is one of the 
most incredible places I’ve ever been. 
But as nature often does, she hides 
her dangers amongst her beauty,” 
she says. “If anyone wants to tackle 
the Grand Canyon, I highly recom-
mend packing more food and more 
water than you think you’ll need. It’s 
easy to see why there are so many 
emergency rescues out of there each 
year. But even so, we’d all go back 
in a heartbeat.”  n

Sisters Maggie Armstrong and Erin Kirtley have been 
running together for many years, but this trip to the Grand 
Canyon with five other friends is considered their first 
“adventure” trip. Both say they hope this is the first of many. 

Connie Hoffman of Carroll admits to being the 
oldest member of the group of seven women 
who hiked the Grand Canyon in November. 
Photo by Amanda Doran

NEW CONSTRUCTION • ADDITIONS • REMODELS 
KITCHENS • BASEMENT FINISHES/RENOVATIONS

Follow completed and in-progress projects at www.facebook.com/JRLBuildersIA WWW.JRLBUILDERSIA.COM

Locally owned full-service construction company with more 
than 15 years experience in real estate and construction.

SCHEDULE A FREE 
CONSULTATION NOW!

515-370-5853
LICENSED AND INSURED.

Let us help you PLAN, DESIGN, 
MANAGE and BUILD your next project!
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

Nearly $5,000 was 
donated to Friends of 
Lake Panorama in the 
final two months of 2021. 
About $1,800 of that was 
designated for the Lake 
Panorama dog park. 
Construction began in 
September 2021 with 
opening planned for 
spring/summer of 2022. 

While the costs of 
construction and basic 
amenities are covered 
by the $50,000 already 
raised, the park will have 
ongoing expenses for 
turf management and 
waste disposal bags. Ad-
ditional trees or benches 
also may be desired. For 
these reasons, donations 
for the dog park continue 
to be accepted. Donors 
of $500 or more by Feb. 
1, 2022, will be recog-
nized on a sign posted at 
the park.

A total of $1,450 was 
donated to a basketball 
half-court at Sunset 
Beach. Mark and Karen 
Einck, who matched do-
nations of $25,000 for the 
Boulder Beach basketball 
court, have pledged to 
match up to $20,000 for 
the Sunset Beach court. 
The estimate for this 
project is $40,000, and 
fundraising will continue 
throughout 2022.

The Friends board has 
appointed a task force 
to develop a recreational 
concept for Lake Pan-
orama’s south shore. 
The LPA board of direc-
tors voted unanimously 
in June 2021 to allow 
Friends of Lake Pan-
orama to develop this 
concept. 

The task force report 
will be presented to the 
LPA board at either its 
April or May meeting. 
The preliminary report 
to the LPA board in 2021 
said the concept will 
include a disc golf course 
and a walking trail, 
with additional ameni-
ties possible. If Friends 
receives final LPA board 
approval this spring, a 
specific fundraising cam-
paign will be launched 
to finance the approved 
amenities.  

Nearly $500 was donat-
ed in the last two months 
of 2021 to the Friends 
general fund. The charity 
has ongoing expenses, 
including insurance, post 
office box rental, post-
age, website and email 
hosting, tax preparation, 
administrative fees, and 
fundraising fees. When 
not enough money is 
available in the general 
fund, a percentage of do-
nations given to specific 
projects is allocated to 
these expenses.

To attract additional 
donors interested in 
helping cover ongoing 
expenses, a new program 
has been established that 
allows donors to make 
a monthly transfer from 
their bank account to the 
Friends bank account 
at Guthrie County State 
Bank. 

Those interested can 
print and complete a 
form on the “Donate” 
page on the Friends 
website and send it to 
the address on the form. 
There is no fee for these 
transactions, and the 
transfers can be stopped 
at any time. Those who 
would like a form sent 

to them can email their 
request to staff@friend-
soflakepanorama.org. 

Two other projects 
that were funded with 
proceeds from the 2021 
Beach Ball will be com-
pleted in spring 2022. 
These include the multi-
use Panorama West Trail 
and three swings added 
to the Sunset Beach play-
ground. 

Although more dona-
tions are made at the end 
of each year than any 
other time, donations 
are accepted year-round. 
These can be made by 
check payable to Friends 
of Lake Panorama and 
mailed to Friends at 
P.O. Box 488, Panora, IA 
50216. Direct donations 
can be sent via Venmo 
@Panorama-Friends. 
Donations also can be 
made by credit card on 
the Friends website at 
friendsoflakepanorama.
org.

Donations of securities 
(stocks, mutual funds, 
etc.) are welcome, as 
are direct IRA qualified 
charitable distributions. 
For information, contact 
Kristen Crouthamel, 
financial advisor at GCSB 
Investment Center, 641-
755-2799 or kristen@
investgcsb.com.

Details on past and 
current projects are 
available on the Friends 
website. Friends of Lake 
Panorama also has a 
Facebook page. Those 
interested in keeping up 
to date about Friends ac-
tivities are asked to “like” 
and “share” the Friends 
page. The next Friends 
Beach Ball fundraiser 
will be Friday, July 22, 
2022.  n

END-OF-YEAR DONATIONS BOOST 
FRIENDS OF LAKE PANORAMA 
The Friends board has appointed a task force to develop a recreational concept for Lake Panorama’s south shore. 

Bryce Arganbright and one of his employees began work on the shelter over the dog park 
entrance Dec. 13. 

The completed shelter is shown in this picture. A concrete pad will be poured in the spring to 
provide the main entrance for the dog park. Once users enter the main gate, they then can 
choose a second gate to either side of the park, one for large dogs and one for small dogs. A 
pet water fountain and pet waste receptacle will be installed on this concrete pad for each 
side of the park.

BAGLEY
• Bagley United Methodist 

Church 
401 Main St., Bagley 
www.umc.org 
641-439-2458 

BAYARD
• Bayard United Methodist 

Church 
500 Third St., Bayard 
www.umc.org 
712-651-2307 

• St. Patrick Catholic 
Church 
124 Prairie St., Bayard 
www.guthriecounty   
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

CASEY
• Saint John’s Lutheran 

Church 
104 E. First St., Casey 
www.idwlcms.org 
641-746-2734

• United Methodist Church 
100 E. Second St., Casey 
www.umc.org 
641-746-2210

GUTHRIE CENTER
• First Christian Church 

105 N. Fourth St.,         
Guthrie Center 
www.christianchurchgc.com 
641-332-2571

• First United Methodist 
Church 
405 Prairie St.,             
Guthrie Center  
www.gcumcia.org 
641-332-2408

• First Presbyterian Church 
701 State St., Guthrie Center 
641-332-2425

• Guthrie Center First   
Baptist Church 
113 N. Fifth St., Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecenterbaptist.com 
641-747-8198

• Guthrie Center Seventh 
Day Adventist Church 
1305 North St., Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecentersda.com 
641-322-2778

• Immanuel Lutheran 
Church 
713 N. 12th St.,             
Guthrie Center  
www.immanuelgc.org 
641-332-2918

• Kingdom Hall of             
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
1300 Grand St.,           
Guthrie Center  
www.jw.org 
515-747-8524

• Open Bible Church 
606 Prairie St.,                
Guthrie Center 
515-747-3961

• Saint Mary Catholic 
Church 
603 Main St., Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecounty  
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

• Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church 
1305 North St.,             
Guthrie Center 
www.adventistdirectory.org 
641-332-2761

• United Methodist Church 
405 Prairie St.,             
Guthrie Center 
www.umc.org 
641-332-2408

• Wesleyan Church 
101 S. 7th St.,              
Guthrie Center  
641-747-3844

MENLO
• Methodist Episcopal 

Church 
402 Sevnth St., Menlo

• Primitive Church 
504 Third St., Menlo

PANORA
• Calvary Chapel of the 

Raccoon River Valley 
604 E. Main St., Panora  
https://calvaryraccoon.com 
641-755-4268

• Church of the Brethren 
2946 200th Road, Panora 
641-755-3800

• Faith Bible Church 
2096 Highway 4, Panora 
www.fbcpanora.com 
641-755-3034

• First Christian Church 
102 E. Church St., Panora 
www.panorafcc.org 
641-755-2227

• Fountain Of Life Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
www.FOLCPanora.com 
641-755-2322 

• Lighthouse Assembly of 
God Church 
400 S.E. Third St., Panora 
www.panoralighthouseas-
semblyofgod.com 
641-755-3060

• Lutheran Church of Hope 
5405 Chimra Road, Panora 
515-222-1520 

• Panora Community 
Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
641-755-2322

• Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Church 
2100 N. Highway 4, Panora 
641-755-2051

• St. Cecilia Catholic 
Church 
220 N. First St., Panora 
www.guthriecounty  
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

• United Methodist Church 
119 W. Main St., Panora 
https://panoraumc.org  
641-755-2655

STUART
• All Saints Catholic 

Church 
216 All Saints Drive, Stuart  
https://stuartallsaints.org 
515-523-1943

• Fairview Congregational 
Christian Church 
1706 Stuart Road, Stuart 
515-523-1493

• First Congregational 
Church  
224 N. Division St., Stuart 
www.stuartfccbible.org 
515-523-1570

• Jefferson Center Chapel 
1298 130th St., Stuart 
641-524-5358

• New Beginnings Open  
Bible Church 
207 S.W. Seventh St., Stuart 
http://stuartnbchurch.org 
641-757-0192

• Stuart Friends Church 
723 N. Fremont St., Stuart 
515-523-1541

• Stuart-Mount Vernon 
United Methodist Church 
219 N.W. Second St., Stuart 
http://umcstuartia.org 
515-523-1078

AREA CHURCH GUIDE
Submit changes or updates at www.lakepanoramatimes.com

$30 
AT THE 
DOORFIRE &

AN INTERACTIVE WINTER PUB CRAWL IN VALLEY JUNCTION

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY AT FIRE-AND-ICE.DMCITYVIEW.COM

CITYVIEW’S WINTER EVENT IS BACK!
SAT., JAN. 22
1-4 P.M. • $20

YOU GET 10 TICKETS 
TO SAMPLE WINTER 
SPECIALTY DRINKS! PARTICIPATING ESTABLISHMENTS:PARTICIPATING ESTABLISHMENTS: THE HALL THE HALL •  • FOUNDRY DISTILLING CO.FOUNDRY DISTILLING CO. •  • THE TAVERN THE TAVERN 

G MIG’S 5TH STREET PUBG MIG’S 5TH STREET PUB •  • MITZI’SMITZI’S •  • THE LONGEST YARDTHE LONGEST YARD •  • SULLY’S IRISH PUBSULLY’S IRISH PUB •  • GILROY’SGILROY’S
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

In this month’s Q&A, John 
Rutledge, Lake Panorama Asso-
ciation (LPA) general manager, 
talks about some upcoming 
events, challenges and remind-
ers for 2022. 

Q. What should LPA members 
be looking forward to as we 
begin a new year?

A. The LPA annual meeting 
always is a keystone event of 
LPA’s year. This year’s annual 
meeting is scheduled for 10 
a.m., Saturday, May 14, at the 
LPN Conference Center. On 
the ballot this year will be the 
election of three directors and 
the proposed adoption of LPA’s 
Amended and Substituted Cov-
enants and Restrictions.

The LPA covenants are the 
foundation of our property 
owner’s association governing 
documents and must be re-
adopted at least every 21 years. 
LPA last adopted the covenants 
on April 26, 2003, and the time 
has come to revisit this critical 
document.

The LPA by-laws, rules and 
regulations, and building 
codes, draw their author-
ity from the LPA covenants 
document. It is a concise and 
“to-the-point” document that 
is essential to LPA’s continued 
success.

Additional information 

will be sent to the member-
ship throughout the coming 
months. In addition, two infor-
mational meetings have been 
scheduled to provide members 
an opportunity to ask any 
questions about the process. 

These informational meet-
ings are scheduled at the LPN 
conference center. The first will 
be Thursday, Feb. 24, 10:30 a.m. 
This meeting will be followed 
by my first GM Coffee of 2022. 
The second informational 
meeting will Thursday, April 28 
at 6 p.m. 

No substantive changes are 
being proposed to the cove-
nants. To put it simply, a vote in 
favor of adopting the Amended 
and Substituted Covenants 
and Restrictions will be a vote 
to continue the more than 50 
years of success that is Lake 
Panorama.

Q. What challenges does LPA 
face in the coming year?

A. I believe it is important 
to stress LPA’s business model 
remains very solid. The associ-
ation is fundamentally strong, 
and our future looks bright. 
Having said that, it also is im-
portant to recognize challenges 
and meet them head on.

Several of our capital pur-
chases are plagued by long lead 
times and substantial price 
increases. Certain specialized 
parts for the dredge are project-
ed as being more than one year 

out for delivery. Other items we 
require for our operations are 
available, but pricing is much 
higher than it was a couple of 
years ago. LPA is working to en-
sure we have sufficient inven-
tory of critical parts on hand 
so we can continue to operate 
through short-term periods of 
challenge.

I am proud to represent 
such a talented and diverse 
staff. But I would note it is very 
challenging to hire new staff 
members to fill openings. Our 
strategy continues to be one 
that appreciates the talent we 
have by remaining a competi-
tive employer and providing a 
family-oriented work environ-
ment for our team. Thanks to 
the LPA board for continuing to 
recognize that our association 
benefits from quality staff who 
keep the day-to-day operations 
on track. Retaining talented 
staff remains a top priority for 
the board and for me.

Some of the critical infra-
structure of LPA has reached 
the half-century mark, and 
we take that fact very seri-
ously in our maintenance and 
budgeting efforts. LPA remains 
extremely proactive in our 
maintenance and inspection 
efforts at the LPA dam, the 
LPA water system and other 
areas. These efforts represent a 
consistent commitment by the 
LPA board of directors to invest 
in preventative and proactive 

maintenance. It is rarely the 
cheapest short-term strategy, 
but we believe it is the most 
responsible and appropriate 
long-term strategy.

Q. Do you have any reminders 
to offer to LPA members as we 
approach spring?

A. Regular readers of our 
weekly e-bulletin will recognize 
an item we’ve been emphasiz-
ing in late-2021 and early-2022. 
Members are encouraged to 
remember LPA has strict rules 
about rental of homes. LPA 
Rule 2.30 states: A member 
may not rent his or her home or 
condominium more than one 
time in any four consecutive 
week period.   

Registration of the rental also 
is required under LPA rules, 
which state: Prior to renting 
their home or condominium, 
a member must register their 
renter with the LPA office on 
the form established by the As-
sociation and provide a copy of 
the rental agreement signed by 
the member and the renter.  

Members should contact the 
LPA office if they are planning 
to rent their home so our staff 
can help ensure compliance 
with these important rules and 
regulations. 

I sometimes am asked why 
LPA has chosen to restrict 
home rentals. I think it is 
important to remember this is 
a rule that was developed by 

a committee of LPA members 
and voted on by the LPA mem-
bership. The restrictions are 
in place primarily to address 
safety for LPA members, guests 
and their property. 

The LPA membership be-
lieves the regular and frequent 
turnover of rental tenants 
represents a concern regarding 
safe use of the lake, as well as 
safe use of the other LPA ame-
nities. Despite the association’s 
best efforts, there continues to 
be a “learning curve” to life at 
Lake Panorama. Please respect 
and understand that LPA’s 
rental restrictions are in place 
for the benefit and safety of the 
entire LPA membership. n

WHAT’S AHEAD 
FOR LPA IN 2022
Members are encouraged to remember LPA has strict rules about rental of homes.

John Rutledge

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

In early December, a new granite 
bench was installed near the eighth tee 
box at the Panorama West golf course. 
The bench is in recognition of a couple 
who played many rounds of golf there.

Everett and Louise Brown purchased 
a home at Lake Panorama in 1996. They 
lived there 12 years before moving to 
Indianola. Louise passed away in June 
at the age of 85. The couple had been 
married nearly 65 years.

They both enjoyed golfing at Pan-
orama West. They played in leagues 
and were frequent participants when 
volunteers coordinated Sunday after-
noon get-togethers for couples at the 
clubhouse. If the weather was good, the 
couples played golf before enjoying a 
potluck dinner and card games. Everett 
also played golf each Monday at Lake 
Panorama National, and Louise played 
there occasionally. 

The couple raised three children. 
Tony lives near Carroll. Rachel and 
her husband René Engelhardt live in 
Alexandria, Ohio. Curtis Brown and his 
wife Cherie live in Belle Plaine. In 2010, 
Curtis and Cherie purchased the Lake 
Panorama home his parents owned. 

“We enjoy all the same kinds of sum-
mer activities Mom and Dad loved when 
they lived at Lake Panorama, especially 
the golfing and boating,” says Curtis. 

Everett says before she passed away, it 
was Louise’s idea to have a bench for the 
two of them placed on the Panorama 
West golf course. For many years, the 
couple volunteered to plant and main-
tain flowers on the eighth tee box. So it’s 
fitting that, when the family made con-
tact about donating a bench, that this 
was one of the few tee boxes that didn’t 
yet have one of the trademark granite 
benches already installed.

“The kids made it happen,” Everett 
says. The bench is engraved with this: 
Courtesy of Everett and Louise Brown, 
Tony-Rachel-Curtis  n

NEW BENCH AT PANORAMA WEST 
For many years, Everett and Louise Brown volunteered to plant and maintain flowers on the eighth tee box. 

(Above) Curtis Brown and 
his father Everett Brown sit 
on the bench Curtis and his 
two siblings donated to the 
Panorama West golf course. 
The bench is in honor of their 
father Everett, and their 
mother Louise, who passed 
away in June (right).

Stephanie Hummel
NMLS# 2034503

641-757-7899
shummel@gohomeside.com
www.homeloanfit.com

New Year,New Year,
  New Goals!New Goals!
What are your home ownership goals?

118 W. MAIN STREET, PANORA Tuesday-Friday 10a-5p • Saturday 10a-4pBellaSorella-Boutique.com

Winter Winter 
Clearance Clearance 

Sale! Sale! Boutique

Come see us at Bella Sorella and shop all things winter!
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Lake Panorama 
Association
Board of Directors 
Meeting
Nov. 23, 2021
LPA Office - 5006 
Panorama Drive

The Lake Panorama As-
sociation Board of Direc-
tors met Nov. 23, 2021, at 
5 p.m. at Lake Panorama 
Association office. Board 
members in attendance 
were Mary Jane Carothers, 
Emily Donovan, Gary Ev-
ans, David Finneseth, Julie 
Fulton, Rich Schumacher 
and Jim Spradling. 

LPA Staff in attendance: 
Danna Krambeer, Corey 
Larson and John Rutledge.

Visitors in attendance: 
None

President Schumacher 
called the meeting to order 
at 5 p.m.

Agenda Item 1 – Approv-
al of the Agenda  

Evans moved to approve 
the agenda. Motion second-
ed, carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item 2 – Open 
Forum – No one present

Agenda Item 3 – Consent 
Agenda

Spradling moved to ap-
prove the consent agenda. 
Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously.

Consent agenda to in-
clude: 

a) LPA General Manag-
er’s Report 

b) Approval of minutes 
from 10.26.21 LPA board 
meeting 

c) Acceptance of 
10.31.2021 consolidated fi-
nancial report – LPA & LPN, 
LLC  

d) Set date for next board 
meeting 12.14.2021 

e) Accept minutes from 
10.25.2021 LPN LLC board 
of managers meeting

f) Accept minutes from 
11.08.2021 Building Codes 
Committee Meeting

g) Accept minutes from 
11.02.2021 Water Safety 
Committee Meeting

President Schumacher 
moved to an update on in-
surance from Chris Argan-
bright, Bryton Insurance.

Arganbright presented 
the options for excess li-
ability. The association has 
previously carried an um-
brella of $10 million but is 
experiencing an exponen-
tial increase in pricing for 
this coverage. Proposals to 
reduce coverage to $5 mil-
lion were reviewed. The 
board discussed the ad-
ditional costs and the pos-
sible scenarios when the 
excess liability would come 
into play. Action was taken 
under Other Business.

Agenda Item 4a – Roof 
pitch variance Lot 1588

From Building Codes 
Minutes:

Jason Witham requested 
a variance for a 3/12 roof 
pitch on a new home at 5162 
Panorama Drive (lot 1588). 
The committee reviewed the 
plans for the home. Based 
on the fact that the pro-
posed home met all other 
requirements, held aes-
thetic integrity of LPA, and 
was similar to many previ-
ous requests, Brown made a 
motion to grant the request. 
Gebard seconded, and the 
request was unanimously 
approved.

Carothers moved to ap-
prove the variance request 
for 3/12 roof pitch for new 
home to be constructed on 
lot 1588, 5162 Panorama 
Drive for 3 Hand Pepper, 
LLC, represented by Jason 
Witham, as presented by 
plans provided. Motion 
seconded, carried unani-
mously. 

Agenda Item 4b – Re-
view of Firepit structure at 
lot 396

From Building Codes 

Minutes:
Brad Stanbrough at 6280 

Panorama Drive (Lot 396) 
attended the meeting upon 
request from LPA Manage-
ment. LPA Management 
had asked the committee 
to determine next steps for 
a structure near the lake on 
lot 396. Stanbrough poured 
a fireplace with concrete 
seating within the 50’ set-
back from the lake. Rumel-
hart began the discussion, 
by informing the committee 
that Stanbrough had called 
Rumelhart several months 
ago, asking if a firepit could 
be built near the lake and 
be included as part of his 
new home permit as part 
of the landscaping. Rumel-
hart informed Stanbrough 
that LPA allows firepits to 
be placed within the 50-foot 
setback as part of land dis-
turbing included with his 
building permit. As part of 
this response, Stanbrough 
thought that no permit 
would be needed to put a 
fireplace near the lake. Ge-
bard commented that it 
appeared Stanbrough built 
a fireplace, but also built 
seating and a bar surround-
ing the fireplace.

Rumelhart let the com-
mittee know that he be-
came aware of a newly 
poured structure within 
the 50’ easement area on 
Stanbrough’s lot two weeks 
prior to the Building Codes 
Meeting. Rumelhart im-
mediately called Stan-
brough to ask what the 
structure was, and issued 
a stop work order. Stan-
brough complied, and in-
formed Rumelhart that the 
structure was the firepit 
as discussed previously. 
Stanbrough mentioned the 
LPA building Codes do not 
reference firepits or distin-
guish a difference between 
firepits and fireplaces. Ru-
melhart informed the com-
mittee the only mention of 
fireplaces falls under the 
Shoreline Sun shelter sec-
tion of the codes. Neither 
Stanbrough or Rumelhart 
thought of the structure as 
a shoreline shelter when 
the project had been dis-
cussed previously, as the 
walls of the permanent 
seating reach 40” tall and 
there is no roof. Rumel-
hart told the committee 
that if a separate permit 
would have been submit-
ted, he would have likely 
saw this structure as a 
non-conforming or unique 
structure and brought it to 
the committee for pre-ap-
proval. Stanbrough did ret-
roactively present a permit 
for the structure after the 
stop work order had been 
issued.

Westercamp commented 
that he believed the intent 
of the codes was to prohibit 
structures from being built 
within the 50’ setback, but 
also agreed that firepits are 
a routine item that have 
been allowed to be built 
within the 50’ setback. Ge-
bard added that verbiage 
needs to be added to the 
codes distinguishing the 
difference between a fire-
place and fire pit. Gebard 
went on to say he believed 
Stanbrough had installed 
a fireplace, and a firepit 
would be any “pit” dug into 
grade or slightly above, 
and a fireplace would be 
structure above ground 
that could be permanent or 
portable.

Westercamp pointed out 
that if a member wanted 
to pour a concrete pad, 
and then bring in portable 
concrete seating and a por-
table fireplace and place 
them near the lake, tech-
nically this would be al-
lowed under current rules. 
Marckres pointed out that 

the committee must not al-
low the current structure 
on Stanbrough’s lot to grow 
and could never have a roof 
put over the top. The rest 
of the committee agreed, 
that even though the in-
tent of the building codes 
seems obvious, technically 
fireplaces and firepits have 
never been defined and 
have been allowed within 
the 50’ setback for previous 
projects. With no further 
discussion, Westercamp 
made a motion to allow the 
structure to remain on the 
lot, provided the structure 
remains restricted to stay 
at its current height, meets 
state requirements for all 
pertinent inspections, and 
to never have a roof built 
over it. Powell seconded, 
and motion carried unani-
mously.

The board discussed the 
background and how to 
address future requests. 
Building Codes Commit-
tee will review the current 
Building Codes regarding 
firepits, outside fireplaces, 
etc. and add language to 
clarify what is acceptable 
and what is not allowed.

Evans moved to allow the 
firepit structure to remain 
on lot 396, 6280 Panorama 
Drive, provided the struc-
ture remains restricted to 
stay at its current height, 
meets state requirements 
for all pertinent inspec-
tions and to never add any-
thing to add height or have 
a roof built over it. Motion 
seconded, carried unani-
mously. 

Agenda Item 4c – Pro-
hibit jet powered pontoon 
boats, including but not 
limited to Sea Doo Switch

From Water Safety Min-
utes - 

Rutledge informed the 
committee of a new type of 
vessel, known as a Sea Doo 
Switch. Rutledge pointed 
out that the Switch was 
similar to a pontoon boat 
but had an engine similar 
to a jet ski. Coulter added 
that the lake has never 
seen anything like this ves-
sel. Coulter also mentioned 
that our current rules don’t 
prohibit any vessel from 
going over 40 mph, but the 
intent from prior commit-
tees was to prohibit vessels, 
excluding fishing boats, 
from reaching speeds over 
40 mph. Coulter listed the 
11 models of Switches, and 
several that could go faster 
than 40 mph. Tope asked for 
a comparison between a jet 
ski at 40 mph and a Switch 
at 40 mph, and Coulter 
thought a Switch may be 
more dangerous as more 
passengers may be on board 
and are not straddling a 
seat. Behrends agreed that 
the Switch seemed to be an 
unsafe option for operators. 
Spradling wondered why 
bass boats were allowed to 
reach speeds well over 40 
mph. Hyde added that most 
fisherman are not on the 
water during peak hours. 
With no further discussion, 
Spradling made a motion 
to prohibit Sea Doo Switch 
vessels from operating on 
Lake Panorama until fur-
ther research could be done 
during the course of the 
2022 boating season, with 
the topic being revisited 
prior to the 2023 boating 
season. Tope seconded and 
carried unanimously.

The board discussed the 
vessel and the speed and 
horsepower capabilities of 
the models and the safety 
of these vessels. The board 
agreed to endorse the water 
safety committee sugges-
tion to prohibit the use for 
2022. 

Spradling moved to pro-
hibit Sea Doo Switch ves-
sels from operating on Lake 

Panorama until further 
research can be done dur-
ing the course of the 2022 
boating season, with the 
topic being revisited prior 
to 2023 boating season, per 
the following listed addi-
tion to the LPA rules. 5.2(k) 
Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously.

5.2(k.) Jet Powered Pon-
toon Boats

All jet powered pon-
toon boats, including but 
not limited to the Sea Doo 
Switch, shall be prohibited 
until LPA implements de-
tailed rules regarding jet 
propulsion motors on pon-
toon-like vessels.

The board requested 
the Water Safety Commit-
tee complete research this 
spring to expedite a deci-
sion regarding the future of 
allowing this boat on Lake 
Panorama.

Agenda Item 4d – Re-
view of floating tiki hut as 
discussed at water safety 
committee meeting.

From Water Safety Com-
mittee Minutes – 

Rutledge showed the com-
mittee a picture of a mobile 
tiki hut with a 30 hp engine. 
A member had requested the 
committee look at the vessel 
and determine whether it 
could be permitted on the 
lake or not. Coulter said 
the engine was much too 
large. It was suggested this 
may already be prohibited 
as DNR had encountered 
these at Okoboji and was 
working on a strategy to dis-
allow them. Rutledge noted 
it would need to first be in-
spected and issued a stick-
er by DNR before it could 
even apply for lake access. 
The committee determined 
this was not likely eligible 
for registration under cur-
rent rules but wanted to 
emphasize their position 
and direction to LPA man-
agement and security staff. 
With no further discussion, 
Behrends made a motion to 
deny the permitting of tiki 
hut-style vessels and plat-
forms. Donovan seconded 
and carried unanimously.

Carothers moved to con-
firm management’s assess-
ment that tiki-hut style ves-
sels and mobile platforms 
are inconsistent with the 
LPA rules and DNR would 
not license. Motion second-
ed, carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 4e – 
Change in guest boat fees 
from $25 to $50

The increase in guest 
boat fees from $25 to $50 
was discussed as part of 
the proposed 2022 budget. 
The $25 fee has been in-
place for a long time and 
management believes it is 
overdue for an adjustment.

Finneseth moved to 
change the guest boat fee 
from $25 per sticker to $50 
per sticker, with the rule 
change as follows, 2.20(b). 
Motion seconded; carried 
unanimously.

2.20(b)1. A property 
owner may register three 
(3) guest boats during the 
season. A guest boat will be 
allowed on weekdays only, 
Monday through Friday, 
excepting holidays. A guest 
pass will be good for a con-
secutive 2-day period with 
a $25.00 $50.00 fee for the 
registration. It will be nec-
essary to know the make 
of the boat, identifying 
number, color, length and 
horsepower. The property 
owner must make all the 
arrangements through the 
LPA Office during regular 
business hours. The prop-
erty owner will be required 
to sign an agreement as-
suming all responsibility 
for his guest. 

Agenda Item 4f – Pro-
posal for LPA and LPN, 
LLC Audit services through 

12/31/2024
Current contract with 

Meriwether ends with the 
2021 audit. LPA manage-
ment requested Meri-
wether send proposal for 
agreement to be extended 
to include years ending 
Dec. 31, 2022, 2023 and 
2024. Meriwether provided 
a competitively priced ex-
tension of the audit agree-
ment for 2022, 2023 and 
2024.

Carothers moved to ap-
prove accepting the agree-
ment which includes audit 
services for years ending 
Dec. 31, 2021, 2022, 2023 
and 2024. Motion second-
ed; carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 4g – Land 
Sales

i) Sale of LPA Lot 73
LPA received an of-

fer from buyers – Barry 
Shull/Lorraine Fortin, for 
purchase of lot 73, in the 
amount of $22,000. Buyer 
intends to combine the lot 
with currently owned lot 
72. The LSC recommends 
the board accept the offer 
of $22,000. 

Donovan moved to ac-
cept the offer of $22,000 
for lot 73 from Barry Shull 
& Lorraine Fortin and in-
clude combination agree-
ment with closing docu-
ments. Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously.

ii) Sale of LPA Lot 6120
LPA received an offer 

from Blair Wolinski for 
purchase of lot 6120, in 
the amount of $20,000. 
Offer is contingent on ac-
ceptable perc test. Land 
sales committee (LSC) re-
viewed the offer. The LSC 
agreed on a counteroffer 
of $22,000. Wolinski ac-
cepted the counteroffer of 
$22,000. LSC recommends 
the board accept the offer 
of $22,000.

Spradling moved to ac-
cept the offer of $22,000 for 
lot 6120 from Blair Wolin-
ski. Motion seconded, car-
ried unanimously.

iii) Sale of LPA Lot 2987
LPA received an offer, 

through Sunset Realty, 
buyers - Longley and Julie 
Parker, for purchase of lot 
2987, offer amount $20,000. 
Buyer intends to combine 
the lot with Lot 2988, of-
fer pending on acceptable 
perc on lot 2988, non-LPA 
lot. If perc unacceptable, 
offer will be withdrawn on 
Lot 2987 with LPA. Land 
sales committee (LSC) re-
viewed the offer. The LSC 
agreed on a counterof-
fer of $22,000. Buyer ac-
cepted the counteroffer of 
$22,000. LSC recommends 
the board accept the offer 
of $22,000.

Carothers moved to ac-
cept the offer of $22,000 for 
lot 2987 from Longley and 
Julie Parker, include com-
bination agreement with 
closing documents. Motion 
seconded, carried unani-
mously.

Agenda Item 4h – Ap-
pointments to LPN, LLC 
Board of Managers

The terms of Brelsford, 
Coghlan and Steffen expire 
on 12/31/2021. Brelsford 
is the only one who has 
reached her term limit, that 
term limit is under the full 
discretion of the LPA board 
of directors. 

All three candidates have 
expressed a willingness to 
continue for another term. 
The board consensus is that 
2022 is a critical year for the 
organization to resolve on-
going financial challenges. 
The board recommends 
all three be retained, with 
Brelsford being extended 
to a one-year term. Their 
experience and familiarity 
with the unresolved issues 
will prove valuable to pur-
suing LPN’s outstanding 

goals for financial viability.
Spradling moved to ac-

cept the recommenda-
tion from the LPN Board 
of Managers and appoint 
Brelsford to a one-year term 
to 12/31/2022, and Coghlan 
and Steffen to a three-year 
term ending 12/31/2024.

Agenda Item 4i – Rec-
ommendation for Ash Tree 
removal at Lake Panorama 
National and Panorama 
West golf courses

Rutledge reviewed the 
plan of removal of ash trees 
on the course. Bids were 
submitted for removal of 
the trees with the specified 
timeline.  

Carothers moved to au-
thorize LPA management 
to enter into a contract with 
Xtreme Tree to remove all 
the ash trees as defined in 
the bid document, contract 
to be prepared by LPA at-
torney. Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously. 

Agenda Item 5a – 2022 
LPN Budget – Capital and 
Operational Budgets

Rutledge reviewed the 
2022 LPN, LLC Capital and 
Operational Budgets. The 
LPN, LLC Board of Man-
agers have accepted the 
budgets and recommend to 
the LPA Board for approval. 
The budget includes staff 
change realignment and 
shifting of responsibilities. 

Spradling moved to ap-
prove the proposed 2022 
LPN Capital and Opera-
tional Budgets. Motion 
seconded, carried unani-
mously. 

Agenda Item 5b – 2022 
LPA Budget – Capital and 
Operational Budgets

Rutledge reviewed the 
2022 LPA Budgets, noting 
minor changes from the 
October review and discus-
sion. The board discussed 
the proposed operation 
budget, projected cash 
flow and year-end project-
ed cash balance. Security 
staffing and number of full-
time employees were dis-
cussed.

Spradling moved to ap-
prove the LPA Capital and 
Operational Budgets. Mo-
tion seconded, carried 
unanimously.

Agenda Item 6 – Other 
Business – Excess Liability 
coverage

The board discussed a 
reduction of excess liabil-
ity coverage from previous 
year’s coverage of $10 mil-
lion to $5 million due to 
cost. Management recom-
mended to go with $5 mil-
lion of excess liability

Spradling moved to au-
thorize management to 
move forward with $5 mil-
lion excess liability cover-
age. Motion seconded, car-
ried unanimously. 

Agenda Item 7 – Closed 
Session – The board en-
tered closed session at 
7:30 p.m. to discuss legal 
matters. The board exited 
closed session at 8:15 p.m.

Carothers moved to ap-
prove legal agreement as 
discussed in closed ses-
sion regarding septic ease-
ment for Lots 1458. Motion 
seconded, carried unani-
mously.

Carothers moved to ap-
prove legal agreement as 
discussed in closed session 
regarding lots 435 and 436. 
Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously.

Schumacher noted for 
the minutes that the gen-
eral manager’s multi-year 
contract was reviewed in 
closed session and mutu-
ally continued by both 
LPA and General Manager 
John Rutledge. Rutledge 
thanked the board for their 
continued support.

Adjourn - With no further 
business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  n



PAGE 8  |  LAKE PANORAMA TIMES  |  JANUARY EDITION 2022  |  WWW.LAKEPANORAMATIMES.COM

BY JOLENE GOODMAN

(Family Features) Seeking comfort from 
the cold in the form of a wholesome meal 
is a perfect way to cap off a day with loved 
ones. During the winter months when 
brisk temperatures chill you to the bone, 
warming up with hearty dishes at the fam-
ily table can bring everyone together. 

Full of seasonal flavors with top-notch 
taste, Pecan-Crusted Pork Tenderloin of-
fers a delicious main course you don’t have 
to feel guilty about. This easy yet elegant 
entree puts a unique spin on a dinnertime 
staple thanks to a crunchy pecan crust. 

Pair this with the yummy Maytag Blue 
Cheese Mac and Cheese (recipe from Cyd 
Koehn in the July 2021 issue of Lake Pan-
orama Times). You will have a warm, tasty 
meal that your family will be asking for 
again!

This family dinner is made possible 
with tasty pecans, which are among the 
lowest in carbs and highest in fiber com-

pared to other tree 
nuts, helping you 
stay fuller longer. 
As a nutrient-dense 
powerhouse, they 
have 3 grams of 
plant-based pro-
tein and 3 grams of 
fiber per 1-ounce 
serving with 12 
grams of “good” 
monounsaturat-
ed fat and only 2 
grams of saturated 
fat. Essential nutrients like thiamin, zinc, 
copper and manganese — a mineral that’s 
essential for metabolism and bone health 
— mean you can feel good about serving 
pecan-infused dishes to your loved ones.  

Visit americanpecan.com to find more 
winter weeknight recipe inspiration. n

Jolene Goodman is the advertising director 
for Lake Panorama Times and vice presi-
dent of Big Green Umbrella Media.

RECIPE

Jolene Goodman

PECAN-CRUSTED PORK TENDERLOIN

Total time: 35 minutes
Servings: 6

• 1 pork tenderloin (about 1 1/2 pounds)
• salt, to taste
• pepper, to taste
• 1/2 cup brown sugar, divided
• 2 tablespoons soy sauce, divided
• 2 teaspoons minced garlic
• 1/2 cup pecan pieces
• 1/4 cup pineapple juice
• 2 tablespoons Dijon mustard

• Preheat oven to 400 F and lightly 
grease large baking dish. Season pork 
tenderloin with salt and pepper, to taste; set aside.

• In small bowl, stir 1/4 cup brown sugar, 1 tablespoon 
soy sauce and minced garlic. Spread mixture over 
pork.

• Press pecan pieces into brown sugar mixture on pork. 
Bake, uncovered, 20 minutes.

• In medium saucepan over medium-high heat, 
combine remaining brown sugar, remaining soy 
sauce, pineapple juice and Dijon mustard. Bring 
mixture to boil; reduce to simmer 3-5 minutes then 
remove from heat.

• Slice pork, spoon sauce over top and serve.

Pecan-Crusted Pork Tenderloin

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times

The bathrooms at 
both Sunset and Shady 
beaches, which had been 
in place for decades, were 
demolished in October by 
LPA maintenance staff. 
This made way for new 
bathrooms to be built 
with completion expected 
by the time LPA staff is 
ready to turn the water 
back on in outdoor rest-
rooms at the beaches and 
golf courses in the spring.

The mild fall allowed 
contractor Kane Powell 
to get much of the work 
done in November and 
December. Footings for 
the two new buildings 
were poured Nov. 29 with 
concrete walls poured 
Dec. 1. Concrete floors 
with one floor drain, plus 
a 4-foot by 10-foot slab in 
front of each door, will be 
poured in the spring. 

The new bathrooms 
each will be one room, 
approximately 8-feet by 
10-feet, unisex, and com-
ply with federal regula-
tions that require bath-
rooms to be handicap 
accessible. Each will have 
one stool and sink.

The concrete walls will 
be painted inside and out, 
and the floors will have an 
epoxy coating. Roofs will 
be wooden trusses with 
corrugated steel covering. 
There will be an outside 
light on a photo cell that 
will illuminate automati-
cally after dark. The inte-
rior will have two ceiling 
lights that are motion-
activated.  

These new bathrooms 
will be easier to maintain 
and offer users more space, updated features, better lighting 
and be more attractive than the previous buildings. This LPA 
capital improvement project cost approximately $75,000 for 
the two bathrooms. n

NEW BATHROOMS TAKING SHAPE AT 2 BEACHES 
This LPA capital improvement project cost approximately $75,000 for the two bathrooms. 

This structure at Sunset Beach 
shows the 8-foot by 10-foot size of 
these new bathrooms, which will be 
unisex, include one stool and sink, 
and be large enough to comply with 
federal regulations for handicap 
accessibility. 

The beach bathrooms are identical in size and design, which includes poured concrete walls and roofs made 
with wooden trusses and corrugated steel sheeting. The concrete walls were poured at both locations Dec. 1. This 
photo shows the work being done at Shady Beach. 

Good fall weather allowed work 
to begin on new bathrooms at 
both Shady and Sunset beaches. 
Here Kane Powell and one of his 
employees pour concrete footings 
Nov. 29 for the new bathroom at 
Shady Beach. 

Featuring state-of-the-art 
automatic carwash bays, and turbo 

dryers in the self service bays.

Our automatic wash bays can accommodate 
Dually & Long Bed extended cab pick ups!

Check us out on Hwy 44 West, Panora!Check us out on Hwy 44 West, Panora!

EASY TO USE! CONVENIENT!  AFFORDABLE!

 ALWAYS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 24 HOURS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE!

601 W. MAIN, PANORA

need an need an easier way to easier way to 

get your get your 
car washed?car washed?

ALL SEASONS CAR WASHALL SEASONS CAR WASHALL SEASONS CAR WASHALL SEASONS CAR WASH

Washing Options from $7-$10 and our 
Customer Value Cards are always available

Every house deserves Neu Blinds.Every house deserves Neu Blinds.

Need Neu Blinds?Need Neu Blinds?
Before you buy, call James for a FREE estimate!

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!
250-5543

✓ FREE ESTIMATES
✓ Easy and Affordable
✓  Many styles & brands to choose from
✓ FREE INSTALLATION
✓ Referrals

Neu 
Blinds

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE 
CONSULTATION 515-250-5543! Owned and operated by James Neu of Johnston

WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE BY 10%!
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times
 
It was May 2017 

when Stacy Ben-
ton opened the 
door to her new 
women’s cloth-
ing store in Pan-
ora. Six months 
earlier, she and 
her husba nd, 
S a m  B e n t on , 
moved to Lake 
Panorama from 
her home state of 
Louisiana. 

“Sam is origi-
nally from Guthrie Center and wanted to 
move back to Iowa to be closer to family,” 
Benton says. “I told him if I was moving to 
Iowa, it would be a great time to open the 
women’s clothing store I’ve always dreamed 
of owning.” 

The result is Bella Sorella Boutique, locat-
ed on Panora’s Main Street in the business 
district. Bella Sorella is Italian for “beauti-
ful sister” and is named for one of Benton’s 
friends in Louisiana. 

“I’ve just always loved clothes, and shoes, 
and putting outfits together,” Benton says. 
“It’s fun for me, and I wanted to have a store 
where I could help create outfits for others. 
My goal was to have a place that was open 
and inviting with a laidback feeling. I want 
customers to come hang out, and the more, 
the merrier.” 

When the Bentons arrived in Panora, the 
owner of the building where Bella Sorella is 
located was just starting to renovate it, and 
Stacy was able to choose some of the colors 
and finishes for the building she now leases. 
It’s located across the street from Panora’s 
gazebo, which Benton says gives the busi-
ness district a “Norman Rockwell feel.” 

Every nook and cranny of the small build-
ing is filled with things to create the “outfits” 
Benton loves to pull together. Besides racks 
and racks of clothing, there are scarves, belts, 
hats and jewelry, with some of the jewelry 
created by local artists. And there are boxes 
and boxes of shoes, which Benton says are 
a “weakness” of hers. 

“I try to keep up with new trends, while 
also offering lots of classic pieces,” Benton 
says. “We try to cater to all ages and offer 
some great brand names.” 

The store also features a wide selection 
of BruMate insulated drinkware, Madison 
County wines, and purses. Of special note 
are the Porto Vino purses, which feature an 
insulated pouch that can hold two bottles of 
wine, and a spigot for dispensing the wine 
carried inside the purse.  

The year 2020 was difficult for the busi-
ness because of COVID. 

“It was hard to keep the doors open,” Ben-
ton says. “But we surpassed all our sales 
goals other years, and sales bounced back 
in 2021. With more people working at home, 

we adjusted some of what we offer. We used 
to focus more on dressy casual, but now we 
lean toward more casual pieces.” 

Benton is active in the Panora Chamber, 
which she says has focused more in recent 
years on retail businesses in the community. 

“There are more stores for people to shop 
in than there were five years ago when I 
started,” she says. “There is a nice variety 
of stores now along Main Street, and Pan-
ora has become more of a destination for 
shoppers. The 2021 Panorama Days, which 
is organized by the Chamber, was amaz-
ing, one of the busiest days we’ve ever had.”   

Benton says her customers come from 
everywhere. 

“I’m surprised by the groups of women 
who come to Panora to shop. Summers are 
our busiest, of course, when the population 
at Lake Panorama swells. But we also have 
lots of local regulars who shop with us.” 

The Bentons first lived in an offshore home 
at Lake Panorama, but a year ago purchased 
a waterfront property they are renovating. 

“We love Lake Panorama,” Stacy says. “It’s 

beautiful, and we love the recreation oppor-
tunities it offers. In fact, we love the entire 
Panora and Lake Panorama community. 
It’s been very welcoming.” 

The Bentons raised five children in Loui-
siana who range in age from 21 to 31. Three 
now live in Iowa and two in California. Sam 
Benton owns a wholesale distribution com-
pany that caters to the powersports indus-
try. Last summer, he purchased the build-
ing on the east side of the square that had 
housed Reshape Fitness Studio for his busi-
ness. The building also is handy for storing 
Bella Sorella merchandise. 

Dorothy Woodvine has worked at Bella 
Sorella Boutique for several years and is 
Benton’s “right hand woman.” Woodvine 
is generally there Tuesday through Friday 
noon. High school and college girls fill in 
hours on Friday afternoons and Saturday. 
Don’t be surprised to find one or more dogs 
roaming the shop. The Bentons’ boxer named 
Murphy visits sometimes, as does Sully, their 
Golden Retriever. 

The store is open Tuesday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Benton says hours may be reduced 
some in the winter, but she tries to stick to 
those hours as much as possible. The store 
has a Facebook page, and she encourages 
people to follow that to learn about changes 
in hours and special events. 

For the past 26 years, Benton has worked 
fulltime for CenturyLink/Lumen Technolo-
gies as a project manager. She worked at 
home until the move to Iowa, when she set 
up office in the back room of the store and 
worked from there on days it was open. She 
retired Dec. 24 and says she is excited about 
now being able to focus all her energy on 
Bella Sorella Boutique.  n

Stacy Benton is shown inside her Bella Sorella Boutique, located at 118 West Main in Panora. Her dream of having her own 
women’s clothing store became possible when she and her husband Sam moved from Louisiana to Lake Panorama five years ago. 

PANORA BOUTIQUE TO 
CELEBRATE 5 YEARS IN MAY 
Bella Sorella is Italian for “beautiful sister” and is named for one of owner Stacy Benton’s friends in Louisiana.

BUSINESS Submit business news at www.lakepanoramatimes.com 
or email shane@dmcityview.com. 

BY CURTIS THORNBERRY

Like the 
ra i l roads 
in the 19th 
c e n t u r y, 
f iber op-
tic broad-
band in the 
21st centu-
ry brings a 
competitive 
edge to ru-
ral commu-
nities that 
h a v e  a c -
cess to the 
infrastruc-
ture. Both of these technologies can be 
considered cutting edge for their times, 
promoting economic development in towns 
and cities across rural Iowa. They also al-
lowed users to send information quickly 
from one place to another. In the case of 
the railroads, telegraph operators could 
send and receive information promptly, 
similar to the way fiber optic cables handle 
information for broadband service.

In the 1850s, around the time of the original 
settlement of Guthrie County, stage coach 
routes were a principal means of transporting 
goods, information and people throughout 
the county. One community, Dalmanutha, 
was located north of present-day Casey in 
western Guthrie County. The town was laid 
out in 1855 and was a prominent stop along 
the Western Coach stage line. The Porter 
Hotel, located there, was a well-known stop 
along the Underground Railroad. At one 
time, the town was under consideration for 
serving as the Guthrie County seat. 

Beginning in the 1860s, however, railroads 
began to cross the landscape throughout 
Iowa, and stage routes became obsolete. No 
trains routed their lines through Dalmanut-
ha. By 1869, the Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific line was constructed through Iowa 
and the southern part of Guthrie County, 
including Casey, bypassing Dalmanutha. 
This was the beginning of the end for the 
town. All that stands there now is a large 
cemetery. Casey, on the other hand, sur-
vived, like so many other towns with ac-
cess to the railroad networks. 

Today there are 10 incorporated commu-
nities that survived into the 21st century in 
the county. Each had access to the railroad 
in the 19th century, but did you know that 
there are 10 communities that no longer 
exist? What did these communities have in 
common? With two exceptions being the 
town of Glendon and Monteith, none of 
them had access to the cutting-edge tech-
nology of their time: the railroad networks.

Fast forward to 2020 — prior to the pan-
demic, it was generally accepted that in 
order for rural communities to be com-
petitive in attracting new businesses and 
workers, they had to have “spec buildings,” 
shovel-ready sites, and housing. Further-
more, it was important for communities 
to have all the necessary utilities, such as 
water, sewer, gas and electric services to 
support business growth. Over the past 10 
years, broadband has inched its way up 
the list and moved toward the top of list 
for site selectors. 

Now, reliable broadband access has be-
come a “must have” utility for both busi-
nesses and workers. Private broadband pro-
viders have spent $1.6 trillion to improve 
networks and grow rural broadband by 
71% over the past 25 years with millions 
spent locally by Panora Telco over the past 
12-plus years. More recently, the federal 
government has dedicated billions of dol-
lars to extend broadband to unserved and 
underserved areas of the U.S.

Panora and Lake Panorama are in a great 
position to meet the demands of the future, 
having already had fiber optic infrastructure 
in place for over the past decade. Access to 
reliable broadband is paramount to remote 
work and growing businesses. Fiber optic 
networks are the key to that success. Lo-
cally, broadband adoption has grown by 
25% over the past year as many employees 
have shifted to work from home. In terms 
of economic development, our region is po-
sitioned to thrive in a world that requires 
broadband service, access to workers, and 
the utility services that can allow existing 
businesses to grow, as well as attract, new 
business.  n

BROADBAND 
AND 
RAILROADS
Both have been keys to rural 
economic development.

Members of the Bella Sorella staff are, left to right, Mei Riordan, owner Stacy Benton, 
Dorothy Woodvine, Libbie Ashworth and Sarah Kastner. 

Curtis Thornberry

“My goal was to have 
a place that was open 

and inviting with a 
laidback feeling. 

I want customers to 
come hang out, and the 

more, the merrier.”
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Celebrate LOCALLY 
OWNED businesses 
featured on these pages.  

Locallyowned

What started out as an online business with 
once a month or so pop-up shops, has turned 
into more than owners Sarah Carstens and 
Chelsea Schwartz could have ever dreamed 
of !  Tribe Boutique originated in 2019, with 
their first-ever pop-up shop being held March 
of 2019 and growing steadily ever since!

Pop-up shops were held in various locations 
throughout the community, including but 
not limited to what is now Sunset Realty, 
Reshape Fitness Studio, and Twin Vines.  
When Covid hit, Sarah and Chelsea were 
more than thankful for their online and social 
media presence, plus an amazing customer 
base that kept them in business throughout.  

Tribe Boutique opened its doors to the 
community with their first ever pop-up shop 
at their new brick and mortar location at 130 
W. Main St. in Panora on March 6, 2021! 
Tribe Boutique now holds regular hours 
Wednesday through Saturday at this location.

Tribe sells women’s apparel in misses and 
curvy sizes, footwear, accessories, and beauty/
gift items at reasonable prices.  New arrivals 
are released every Wednesday at Tribe Happy 
Hour, which premieres on Facebook Live 

and Instagram Live, and Chelsea and Sarah 
try on all the new items so customers can get 
an idea of how items fit if they aren’t able to 
shop in store.

Tribe Boutique will celebrate it’s 3rd year 
anniversary in February of 2022 and Sarah 
and Chelsea are so thankful for their loyal 
customers and community that shop with 
them!

Why shop Tribe?  Our tagline is:  Find your 
style.  Love your tribe.  Our customers are 
our family, so come shop and then go home 
and love your tribe.

Facebook and Instagram:   
tribeclothingboutiquellc 
Download our app:  Tribe Boutique

Locallyowned
LAKE PANORAMA

TRIBE BOUTIQUE
OWNER: Sarah Carstens and Chelsea Schwartz
ADDRESS: 130 W. Main St., Panora
PHONE: 515-321-8223
WEBSITE: tribeclothingboutique.com

On April 26, 2021, Guthrie County 
Hospital and GCH Clinics broke ground 
on a new medical clinic at 103 S.E. 13th 
St. in Panora.  The new 6,800-square-foot 
clinic is a state-of-the-art facility that 
includes nine exam rooms, a procedure 
room, a laboratory space, an x-ray suite, 
and an educational conference room.  The 
clinic is staffed with Dr. Josh Strehle and 
Sara VanEffen, ARNP, who work tireless-
ly to provide quality patient care to this 
community and demonstrate a relentless 
passion in caring for their patients.

GCH Clinics has a long history of pro-
viding quality healthcare to Panora and 
the surrounding communities and this 
updated facility complements the high 
level of care given by our providers.  The 
many services offered include adult med-
ical services (physicals, acute care, chronic 
disease management), infant and pediatric 
medical services including prenatal care up 
to 32 weeks of pregnancy, walk-in services, 

women’s health, men’s health, immuni-
zations for all ages, x-ray services, and 
laboratory services.  

The new clinic is a sign of the strength 
of Guthrie County Hospital and GCH 
Clinics as a healthcare delivery system 
and is a symbol of our commitment to the 
community.  It is a project that continues 
the GCH mission of providing personal-
ized quality healthcare and improving the 
health of the communities that we serve 
and demonstrates our dedication to serving 
the Panora community. 

Join us on March 30, 2022, at 10 a.m. for 
a Grand Opening to celebrate our up-to-
date, modern medical facility in Panora.  
All are welcome to help us commemorate 
this monumental day!

Locallyowned
LAKE PANORAMA

OWNER: Guthrie County Hospital
ADDRESS: 103 S.E. 13th St., Panora
PHONE: 641-755-4000 (Panora)
WEBSITE: www.guthriecountyhospital.org

GCH CLINICS

Massage and bodywork beyond the table. 
That is one of the differences that Lakeside 
Massage and Bodywork offers to Panora 
and the surrounding areas. I have been a 
practicing massage therapist since 2004. 
For 18 years my passion has been helping 
people; working with my clients where 
they are and assisting them to get where 
they want to be.

I currently offer two types of services 
at Lakeside Massage and Bodywork: 
Traditional table-based and Motion & 
Mobility mat-based massage.

Different things that can be incorporated 
into a table massage include: cupping, 
mobility work/thai massage, and the use of 
massage gel or oils. Motion and Mobility 
mat-based bodywork pulls from Thai 
massage, active isolated stretching, and 
barefoot compression work, to combine for 
a very therapeutic and effective treatment 
specific to each person.

Motion and Mobility Bodywork is 
different in a few distinct ways: Number 
one, you are on a floor mat. Number 
two, you are fully clothed. Number three, 
typically no lotion or oils are used during a 

session. The reason sessions work well this 
way is so we can move your body to assess 
the restrictions without the fear of falling 
off the table or the need to worry about 
sheets and draping.

Motion and Mobility appointments are 
offered between 1hr-3hr session lengths. 
This allows the body and nervous system 
to completely relax and unwind to fully 
peel away the layers of tension in the 
muscles.

My biggest encouragement for clients 
is open communication. Each session is 
tailored to your specific needs and my goal 
is to deliver a quality session that leaves 
you feeling heard, understood, and an 
active partner in the bodywork process.

Now seeing clients at Active Health 
Solutions in Panora. Call or text today to 
discuss your next bodywork session.

Locallyowned
LAKE PANORAMA

OWNER: Erica Matthies
ADDRESS:  411 E Main Street Panora, IA 50216 and 

1201 E 7th St Atlantic, IA 50022
PHONE: 712.789.0870
SOCIAL: @motionmobilitymassage @motion.mobility.massage

LAKESIDE MASSAGE
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For D.L. Customs owner Dylan Laughery, quality work-
manship is priority No. 1. Always has been, always will be.

Since founding the custom cabinet/home, and kitchen 
and bath remodel company in 2017 in Bagley, Laughery’s 
strategy has been to focus on craftsmanship rather than 
quantity. And after some early growing pains while finding 
their niche, the business is now flourishing.

“In the early years of the business, we were taking on 
all sorts of jobs from window installation, to decks, to 
screened-in porches, to miscellaneous service work, but 
over time we realized that we were not able to provide 
the best experience for the clients by being the ‘jack of all 
trades,’ ” Laughery says. “Since then, we’ve narrowed our 
focus down to the services we are passionate and knowl-
edgeable about, and it provides our clients the best possible 
experience, because we are able to express our creativi-
ty, knowledge, and craftsmanship. We strive to create a 
one-of-a-kind experience with a one-of-a-kind finished 
product.”

Laughery was born and raised in Guthrie Center, and says 
he has always known he would return one day. He worked 

for a custom home builder and custom cabinet shop around 
the Lake Minnetonka, Minnesota area from 2014-17, after 
completing his degrees in Construction Technology and 
Business Management. 

In 2017, after their first son, Mayer, was born, Laughery 
and his wife, Kenzie, decided to move back to Dylan’s 
small-town roots of Guthrie Center and also establish D.L. 
Customs. The two operate the business along with one full-
time and one part-time employee and grew their family in 
2020 with the birth of their second son, Motley. 

Having a successful business in a small community is a 
two-way street for the Laugherys. They recognize that the 
local support they’ve received has been crucial in growing 
their business, so returning the favor is something they do 
with thankfulness and pride. 

“Supporting the community that supports us is something 
we take great pride in, whether it be monetary donations 
to local fire departments, schools, businesses or sponsoring 
local fundraisers,” Laughery says. “We feel a tremendous 
amount of satisfaction doing that. We love being able to 
help the community by using our tools and equipment 
at our custom cabinet shop to create something for local 
fundraising events.”

D.L. Customs recently built and donated a custom, four-
post canopy bed frame for a local high school girl battling 
cancer through the My Happy Place charity organization, 
which offers bedroom makeovers to children diagnosed 
with an acute or chronic medical condition.

So if you’re looking to fall in love with your home again, 
why not have expert help from a local business with their 
hearts and talents in the right place — D.L. Customs.

“Whether it is the kitchen or bathroom you have always 
dreamed of, or a custom home that can’t be found any-
where else, we can create a one-of-a-kind place for life-
long memories to be created,” Laughery says.

Locallyowned
LAKE PANORAMA

OWNER: Dylan Laughery
ADDRESS: 2325 Highway 141, Bagley
PHONE: 641-427-5215
WEBSITE: www.dlcustomsiowa.com

D.L. CUSTOMS LLC

At Sunset Realty, it is our goal to not only have a positive 
effect on our communities, our families and ourselves – 
but to also inspire, motivate and create uplifting positive 
change in everyone we encounter.  We are able to do this 
through listening carefully to what our client’s needs are. 
Every single encounter we have is unique and we strive to 
be the local expert resource before, during and long after 
the sale!

Sunset Realty is a professional, full-service real estate 
solutions company, established in February of 2019, serv-
ing Lake Panorama, Panora, Guthrie County, and the 
surrounding communities. Our team members, Owner/
Broker Dave Wagler, Owner/Broker Associate, Laura 
Kemble and Office Manager/Agent, Angie Worth, are 
qualified to handle any real estate transaction and we are 
committed to helping people with all of their real estate 
needs.  This crew of highly experienced licensed agents 
has the honesty, integrity, and expertise to navigate any 
transaction to ensure the best possible outcome.

All three of our agents work full time, live locally and are 
painstaking meticulous about providing a level of custom-
er service that exceeds expectations.  

Here is what our clients have to say:

Sunset Realty is AMAZING! I would very highly rec-
ommend Sunset Realty. Dave, Laura and Angie are all 
great people to work with. They are knowledgeable about 
the profession, fun, enthusiastic, they communicate and 
they get things done. We are currently selling and buying 
through Sunset Realty, we encountered a few obstacles 
but Laura has gone above and beyond to get things done 
and to keep things rolling for all parties involved. I’m 
not sure any other Realty company would do what they 
have done. We made the right choice! Thank you Sunset 
Realty!! JH

Dave Wagler helped us with the purchase of our town-
home at Lake Panorama. Dave went above and beyond 
every step of the way. He immediately responded with 
every text and email and made the entire experience 
enjoyable. Extremely professional, responsive and just an 
overall great person to work with. I can, without hesita-
tion, recommend him and Sunset Realty! KN

Laura was fantastic to work with. We have been looking 
for a lake home the last few years. She was always patient 
with us and willing to meet us whenever we could to look 
at houses. She was also very accessible for phone or text 
for the many questions we had. Laura is honest and has 
integrity and will always be fair with you. She went above 
and beyond to help us find the lake house we truly love! 
I would highly recommend Laura and the Sunset Realty 
team. They know the area best. They are local and reside 
right there in Panora. JS

As we reflect on the past year, we are grateful for the 
people we were able to help and we look forward to what 
2022 will bring! This is a new year. A new beginning. 
And things will change. And probably change again. The 
key is to be flexible, knowledgeable about the market, 
work hard and to be ready to roll.

David Bowie said, “I don’t know where I am going from 
here, but I can promise it won’t be boring!”

Locallyowned
LAKE PANORAMA

OWNER: Dave Wagler & Laura Kemble
ADDRESS: 218 W. Main St., Panora
PHONE: 641-755-2377
WEBSITE: www.sunsetrealtyia.com

SUNSET REALTY

LICENSED TO SELL REAL ESTATE IN IOWA
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The modern mortgage marketplace has changed. Get a pre-approval 
in as little as eight minutes, with all your options in one place. With 
bank-level security and a dedicated team, we help you from start to 
finish. We’ll sort through 50,000+ options from more than 25 investors 
to find you loan options that fit your unique story.

ABOUT OUR TEAM
Carrie Hansen
Carrie loves people and numbers. Carrie has worked in financial services 
since she graduated from Iowa State University with a degree in finance. 
She enjoys connecting with new people and developing relationships 
to foster business and promoting other people. She is an active runner, 
golfer, enjoys reading, traveling, family, friends, meme sharing, comedy, 
anything Warren Buffett-related and following the markets and invest-
ing. Carrie is happiest surrounded by family and dear friends, including 
her boyfriend Mike, and his two children — most likely laughing or 
telling stories. Licensed in Iowa, Nebraska, Florida, Texas, Colorado, 
Montana, and more coming soon.

She is also an adult living with Cystic Fibrosis — diagnosed when she 
was three months old. Cystic fibrosis is a progressive, genetic disease 
that causes persistent lung infections and limits the ability to breathe 
over time. In people with CF, mutations in the cystic fibrosis transmem-
brane conductance regulator (CFTR) gene cause the CFTR protein to 
become dysfunctional. When the protein is not working correctly, it’s 
unable to help move chloride — a component of salt — to the cell sur-
face. Without the chloride to attract water to the cell surface, the mucus 
in various organs becomes thick and sticky. In the lungs, the mucus clogs 
the airways and traps germs, like bacteria, leading to infections, in-
flammation, respiratory failure, and other complications. For every loan 
Carrie closes with Clear Mortgage, she will donate $200 to the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation, Iowa Chapter. Reach out and apply now!

Chip Hansen
Chip grew up in Audubon and graduated from Audubon High School. 
He attended Iowa State University, receiving a bachelor’s degree in 
finance. He has been in community banking for nearly 20 years, helping 
customers achieve their financial dreams.  Working with people and 
having a knack for numbers has always come easy. Chip is an Eagle 
Scout and continues to be active with the Boy Scouts of America. He 
also enjoys golfing, boating, cycling and being outdoors in general.

Jason Parkin
Jason builds relationships and trust in the mortgage business and help peo-
ple find financing solutions that work for their situation. He enjoys helping 
people make connections that help improve their wealth, health and family.

Jason grew up in LeMars. He attended the University of Iowa, receiv-
ing a degree in communications, and Iowa State University, where he 
received a degree in meteorology. He worked in television for 20 years 
at WHO-TV, KCCI-TV, WeatherNation and KCWI-TV, forecasting 
and covering Iowa’s ever-changing conditions. Jason joined Compass Fi-
nancial Services in a business development capacity in 2016 and worked 
there for four years. He has moved to a similar job now with Clear 
Mortgage. He lives in Urbandale with his wife, Kelly, and sons, Nolen, 
Maddox and Hudson, along with Radar the dog. He enjoys cycling and 
being outside. Jason serves on the board of the Urbandale Chamber and 
the Urbandale Parks Commission, as well as the Polk County Health 
Services Board.

Locallyowned
LAKE PANORAMA

OWNER: Carrie Hansen (Co-Owner & 
Originating Branch Manager)
ADDRESS: Norwalk & Lake Panorama
WEBSITE: www.loansforacure.com

CLEAR MORTGAGE

Jason 
Parkin

NMLS#2048903 
515-371-8880

Carrie 
Hansen

NMLS#403055 
712-249-4311 

Chip 
Hansen
NMLS# 393287

712-249-3538

 Powered by City First Mortgage, Company NMLS #3117

CORE VALUES
Honesty and Integrity
We believe every relationship is built on trust. We conduct ourselves and our busi-
ness in compliance with all state and federal regulations to give our clients peace 
of mind that we have their best interests at heart. We believe that trust begins with 
honesty and doing the right things even when they’re the hard things.
• Telling the truth
• Doing the right thing
• Working ethically
• Saying “no” when needed
• Developing Trust

Commitment
We believe a commitment to each other ultimately is a commitment to our clients. 
We are reliable and follow through on doing what’s in the best interest of our clients.
• Exercising discipline
• Seeing things through
• Communicating
• Being reliable/dependable

Unity
We believe in teamwork and the strength of a team. We value team success above 
individual accolades by sharing success and continuously working together to pro-
vide better outcomes for our clients.
• Working together
• Collaborating
• Sharing success
• Aligning to the same goals

Innovation and Creativity
We strive to continuously learn new elements of our industry in order to provide our 
clients with the most up-to-date information. We are passionate about delivering 
unrivaled value and intentionally provide unique service delivery because we believe 
our expertise generates a better experience.
• Learning and developing continuously
• Providing value
• Offering diverse expertise
• Differing from the competition

Stewardship and Charity
We are dedicated to improving our communities and the lives of those within them. 
We are honored to connect locally and be good stewards in our communities. We 
actively engage with various causes to donate our time, expertise, and resources.
• Showing ourselves good community members
• Giving back
• Being generous



Can a slip at the 
marina be rented to 
someone who is not 
an LPA member?

The answer, ac-
cording to 5.3(a) in 
the LPA Rules and 
Regulations, is no. 

Slips will only be rented to 
Lake Panorama Association 
members whose dues and as-
sessments are paid in full and 
must be reserved from the 
Marina operator.  n

I enjoyed the film 
reviews from 
Michael Woody 
in last month’s 

issue. I even went out to see 
“House of Gucci” based on his 
suggestion, and it was great. 
Can we expect more of these?

We plan to continue 
the film reviews. 
Michael, who is also a 
Lake Panorama resi-

dent, offered several more for 
this month’s issue. We are glad 
you enjoy them.  

I have a story idea that you 
might be interested in. 
What’s the best way to get 
this information to you?

We welcome your story 
ideas. You can email Susan 
Thompson, who writes 
much of the content for 

Lake Panorama Times, at thom-
comm@netins.net. 

Or you can reach out to Shane 
Goodman at 515-953-4822, ext. 305 
or shane@dmcityview.com. Or, if 
you prefer, you can send us a mes-
sage on our website at www.lakepa-
noramatimes.com.  
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Submit your questions at www.lakepanoramatimes.com 
or email shane@dmcityview.com. 

I have read in the LPA board minutes a lot about 
roof pitches and requested variances. Why is this so 
important?  

We asked LPA general manager John Rutledge to respond 
to this question. He offered, “The LPA Building Codes 
serve a variety of functions. Structural requirements ex-
ist within the codes for safety and soundness of habitable 

space. Setback requirements exist to ensure good road visibility, 
sidelot utility access and lake view. Additionally, the codes include 
a number of aesthetic components to ensure homes are developed 
to a minimum level of design quality. Aesthetic components can 
be one of the more subjective regulations to enforce, which is why 
variances are often requested. The building codes committee and 
board of directors evaluate each variance request with the expec-
tation that the proposed, alternate design will not represent a lesser 
aesthetic quality than that of surrounding homes in the area.”

ASK
If you’ve got questions, we’ll find the answers.

Q: Q: Q:
A: A:

A:

Q:

A:

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Submit FREE classifieds at www.lakepanoramatimes.com. 

DISCLAIMER: This publication does not 
knowingly accept advertising that is decep-
tive, fraudulent, or which might otherwise 
violate the law or accepted standards 
of taste. However, this publication does 
not warrant or guarantee the accuracy of 
any advertisement, or the quality of the 
goods or services advertised. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly investigate all 
claims made in any advertisement and to 
use good judgment and reasonable care, 
particularly when dealing with persons 
unknown to you who ask for money in 
advance of delivery of the goods or services 
advertised. 

HELP WANTED
Lake Panorama National Resort is Looking 
for Hard working friendly people to join 
our Golf Operations team. Currently we 
would like to add to our Pro shop, Golf 
Services and Starter/Ranger Staff.  If you are 
interested in a rewarding position with our 
Golf Operations team please call the golf 
shop at 641.755.2024 or email Rob Riggins 
at rriggins@lakepanorama.org

HELP WANTED
      Lake Panorama National Resort is seeking 
both full and part-time line cooks, part-time 
and seasonal dishwashers, part-time res-
taurant and banquet servers, and a season-
al laundry attendant. Banquet servers are 
needed who can work into fall and beyond. 
Willing to train, and offer competitive 
wages. Plus employees can take advantage 
of golf, meal discounts, and access to the 
fitness center and pool. Submit application 
online here https://www.lakepanoramana-
tional.com/employment. Or apply in per-
son daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Lake Panorama 
National Resort, 5071 Clover Ridge Road.

WANT TO BUY
 WANT TO BUY your manufactured or 
mobile home 1990 and newer CENTURY 

HOMES of OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 (mcn)
 
AUTOMOBILES
 DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)
 DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (mcn)
 CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, 
high-end, totaled – it doesn’t matter! Get 
free towing and same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 1-855-548-5240 (mcn)
 
CABLE/INTERNET
 DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 1/21/22. 1-844-316-8876. 
(mcn)
 DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months 
with CHOICE Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & entertainment any-
where. One year of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD Power & 
Assoc.) Call for more details! (some restric-
tions apply) Call 1-866-296-1409.(mcn)
 Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096. 
(mcn)
 DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Channels! 
Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-434-0020 (mcn)
 BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels 

and 3 months free premium movie chan-
nels! Free next day installation! Call 855-
824-1258. (mcn)
 
EDUCATION
 COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! 
Train ONLINE to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available for cer-
tain programs for qualified applicants. Call 
CTI for details! 1-844-843-2771 (mcn)
 TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! 
Become a Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months! Call 1-844-405-2328. 
The Mission, Program Information and 
Tuition is located at CareerTechnical.edu/
consumer-information. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) 
(mcn)
 
EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
 CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. North Central 
region. Could earn over $80,000. No touch 
freight. Good benefits. All miles paid. Nice 
equipment. Experience needed. Call 507-
437-9905. Apply on-line WWW.MCFGTL.
COM (mcn)
 Dakotaland Transportation Inc. is in 
search of cabinet haulers that are willing to 
travel the great USA and be home weekly. 
– Must have a Class A CDL. We have great 
benefits: health, dental, vision, life, supple-
mentary, simple iras. Come join this great 
big happy family. Call 800-822-2703 (mcn)
 
FINANCIAL
 STOP worrying! SilverBills eliminates 
the stress and hassle of bill payments. All 
household bills guaranteed to be paid 
on time, as long as appropriate funds are 
available. Computer not necessary. Call 
for a FREE trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)
 
HEALTH & MEDICAL
 Green Roads’ Pain Relief Cream. Great 

for backaches, arthritis, muscle aches & 
more. Get pain relief exactly where you 
need it most. Use code: PAIN to get three 
FREE gifts! Visit http://greencbdtoday.com/
midwest (mcn)
 Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are 
leading causes of death, according to the 
American Heart Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening to sched-
ule your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-866-742-7290 (mcn)
 Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)
 50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus S&H. 
Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! Call Today. 
1-855-917-5790 (mcn)
 DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance- 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.dental50p-
lus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)
 Aloe Care Health, medical alert system. 
The most advanced medical alert product 
on the market. Voice-activated! No wi-fi 
needed! Special offer! Call and mention 
offer code CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile 
Companion. Call today! 1-855-654-1926. 
(mcn)
 
INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
 Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major secular & spe-
cialty Christian bookstores. CALL Christian 
Faith Publishing for your FREE author sub-
mission kit. 1-888-981-5761 (mcn)
 
MISCELLANEOUS
 Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. (mcn)
 GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power out-
ages, so your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-228-5789 (mcn)
 Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-326-1608. (mcn)
 Looking for assisted living, memory 
care, or independent living? A Place for 
Mom simplifies the process of finding 
senior living at no cost to your family. Call 
1-877-580-3710 today! (mcn)
 The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-877-381-3059. (mcn)
 LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for 
a FREE QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 877-327-0795. (mcn)
 FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES for 
uninsured and insured drivers. Let us show 
you how much you can save! Call 855-995-
2382 (mcn)
 NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire 
Today® to schedule a FREE in-home esti-
mate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
844-785-0305 (mcn)
 UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home esti-

mates make it convenient to shop from 
home. Professional installation. Top quality 
- Made in the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-970-3073. Ask about our specials! 
(mcn)
 BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE 
DAY updates! We specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated show-
ers. Call for a free in-home consultation: 
855-836-2250. (mcn)
 Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 1-844-596-1237. 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 8:00pm 
Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all times Eastern). 
(mcn)
 Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh 
Start or Forgiveness Call 1-877-258-1647 
Monday through Friday 7AM-5PM PST(mcn)
 
VACATION/TRAVEL
 DO WARM WINTERS SOUND GOOD? 
Bring your RV down to the warm Rio 
Grande Valley. J-5 RV Park in Mission Tx. Will 
welcome you with a country setting and 
friendly people. We have a special for 1st 
time visitors. We are following guidelines 
to keep everyone healthy and taking pre-
cautions to protect our community. Phone 
us at 956-682-7495 or 515-418-3214. Email 
info@j5rvparktexas.com Tom and Donna 
Tuttle, Managers. (mcn)
 
WANT TO BUY
 PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner, 
Speedmaster.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)
 TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. 
(mcn)

In April 2018, Reshape Fitness Studio opened its doors on 
the east side of Panora’s town square, in a space that was 
about 1,600 square feet. A little more than three years later, 
the business grew into a new 4,000-square-feet location on 
the east edge of Panora.

Sue Bump and Julie Fulton are co-owners of Reshape Fit-
ness Studio. Fulton and her husband Keith moved to Lake 
Panorama five years ago, and work together in their family 
business, Heartland Proteins. Bump and her husband Neil 
and family have lived in Panora for 11 years. Bump works 
as a dental assistant at Lakeshore Family Dentistry.

Sue and Julie built a friendship five years ago discussing 
health, fitness and wellness. Bump previously taught local 
fitness classes and Fulton was completing her yoga certifi-
cation.

“We started talking about creating a place where families 
and friends in our community could actively work together 
to reach their fitness needs and goals,” Bump says. “People 
like to be around other people, inspiring each other and 
helping keep each other accountable.”

In their first location, the pair was able to create the cozy 
studio feel they were after. “As we got busier, more clients 
joined, class sizes increased, and we decided we needed a 
bigger space,” Bump says.

Keith and Julie Fulton purchased an existing building on 
the east side of Panora that had been part of the Brokers 
International campus. They did extensive remodeling 
inside and out, with new paint, lighting and signage. Four 
large windows were added to the west side of the building 
to let in light, and two existing garage doors on the east 
were converted to glass.  

The new studio has a dedicated yoga room, new equipment 
that includes two treadmills, elliptical trainer and rowing 
machine, and a sauna. The larger space made it possible 
to offer 24/7 access memberships, plus more classes. Now 
two-to-three classes are held most mornings and after-
noons, seven days a week. While both Bump and Fulton 
teach classes, they also have nine other instructors — 
Sandy Leiferman, Brittany Harney, Janie Kokakis, Kellie 
Lewis, Traci Kauffman, Kari Sebern, Kim Kent, Cheyenne 
Dullard and Carleigh Derry.

Bump and Fulton are excited about the recent additions to 
the class schedule, which meets the needs of more mem-
bers of our community. Kim Kent visits Lakeside Village 
to instruct a senior fitness class two times a week. Carleigh 
Derry teaches a kiddo fitness class which just wrapped up 
in December and will be offered again in February. Mom-
my & Me Yoga has also been a tradition and continues on 

the schedule one class per month. Fulton has also started 
an 8 a.m. class on Tuesdays and Thursdays to benefit those 
who are retired or like the flexibility of mid morning class-
es. Reshape will continue to look for class opportunities 
which may serve more demographics, such as a class that 
is designed for the guy that typically would not attend a 
group fitness class. In addition, Reshape is looking to offer 
kids camps throughout the summer. 

Bump and Fulton encourage interested persons to reach 
out at reshapepanora@gmail.com for more information or 
to inquire about trying a class. If interested, the Reshape 
community of instructors and members always share a 
great perspective as well.

Locallyowned
LAKE PANORAMA

OWNERS: Sue Bump and Julie Fulton
ADDRESS: 102 S.E. 13th St., Panora
EMAIL: reshapepanora@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.mindbodyonline.com/
                 explore/locations/reshape-llc

RESHAPE FITNESS STUDIO

RESHAPE FITNESS STUDIO 
CLASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
Endurance Spin ........................... 11-1 p.m.
Restorative Yoga........................... 7-8 p.m.
MONDAY
Spin Sculpt .................................. 5-6 a.m.
Barre Sculpt ................................. 7-7:45 a.m.
Kickboxing ................................... 6-6:45 p.m.
Resistance Training w/ Flo Body .. 7:15-8 p.m.
TUESDAY
Strength Training ......................... 5-5:45 a.m.
Total Body Tone ........................... 8-9 a.m.
Step Aerobics .............................. 5:15-6 p.m.
Hot Yoga ...................................... 6:15-7:15 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Resistance Training w/ Flo Body .. 5-5:45 a.m.
Spin.............................................. 6-6:45 a.m.
Yoga Sculpt .................................. 7-8 a.m.
THURSDAY
Strength Training ......................... 5-5:45 a.m.
Kickboxing ................................... 6-6:45 a.m.
Total Body Tone ........................... 8-9 a.m.
Hot Yoga ...................................... 6:15-7:15 p.m.
FRIDAY
Band Sanity .................................. 5-5:45 a.m.
Hot Yoga Express ......................... 6-6:45 a.m.
SATURDAY
Spin.............................................. 6-6:45 a.m.
Strength Training ......................... 7-7:45 a.m.
Spin.............................................. 8-8:45 a.m.
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GM COFFEE ATTENDEES HEAR PLANS FOR 2022
The LPA budget includes a 5% dues increase.

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times

About 30 people attended 
the third and final 2021 GM 
Coffee on Dec. 9. John Rut-
ledge, LPA general man-
ager and LPN director of 
operations, reported staff is 
“wrapping up a good year. 
We are prepared for winter 
weather, but taking advan-
tage of mild weather condi-
tions to complete some late 
season work, such as tree 
trimming.” 

Rutledge said developing 
the 2022 budgets for both 
the LPA and LPN has been 
challenging. Both were ap-
proved at the LPA’s board of 
directors November meet-
ing. 

“LPA’s business model 
remains sound, but we’re 
seeing an unprecedented 
period of inflation in some 
categories,” he said. “Price 
increases in both fuel and 
insurance are notable. The 
LPA and LPN burn about 
12,000 gallons of gas annu-
ally, which currently is pric-
ing 80 cents higher per gal-
lon than our 2021 contracts. 
LPA and LPN burn another 
13,000 gallons of diesel, 
with RIZ purchasing about 
60,000 gallons of diesel last 
year. Diesel now is one dol-
lar higher than last year.

“Higher labor costs also is 
something we’ve had to ad-
just to at both LPA and LPN 
to ensure we remain com-
petitive in attracting and 
retaining talented staff,” 
Rutledge said. “Please know 
we’re doing our best to man-
age this period of inflation 
without reducing the ser-
vice we provide to the mem-
bership.”

The LPA budget includes 
a 5% dues increase. Mem-
ber boat sticker fees will not 
increase for 2022, although 
guest boat sticker fees will 
go from $25 to $50. There 
will be modest increases 
for camping fees, plus slip 
rates at the marina will in-

crease to reflect supply/de-
mand issues. Jetty fees will 
not increase, as those were 
adjusted substantially a few 
years ago.

The water safety commit-
tee has been reviewing new 
and upcoming items on the 
market. One is the Sea Doo 
Switch, which pairs a jet-
powered motor with a light-
weight pontoon. 

“This is not new technolo-
gy but a new combination,” 
Rutledge said. “These ves-
sels are extremely nimble 
and can exceed 40 mph. 
We’re concerned about safe-
ty with these pontoons, and 
the LPA board has banned 
these until further study can 
be completed this spring.”

Recent discussions about 
potential limits on wake-
board boats generated a 
substantial amount of in-
terest from wakeboard boat 
owners, Rutledge said. 

“Both the water safety 
committee and the LPA 
board encouraged us to sur-
vey the membership about 
this topic, which we will do 
this winter,” he said. “LPA’s 
strategy will be to learn 
more and ensure all mem-
bership concerns are fairly 
assessed. There is no im-
mediate or easy answer, and 
we want to be sure the con-
cerns of both sides are fairly 
evaluated.”

The LPA is hiring for a new 
position in the water de-
partment, which has been a 
two-person department for 
many years. The new water 
plant, plus the continued 
increase in new and remod-
eled homes, has added to 
the department’s workload. 

“We’re looking for some-
one with experience as a 
Grade One water treatment 
operator,” Rutledge said. “If 
you know of anyone who is 
qualified and interested, 
please refer them to me.” 

One water department 
project planned for 2022 
is the addition of a booster 
station on the east side of 

the lake. An exact location 
hasn’t been finalized, but 
will be in the Tie Road area. 
This booster station will ad-
dress an area where water 
pressure sometimes is low.

Another water depart-
ment project on the drawing 
board is replacing the water 
line that runs from Sunset 
Beach to the east side of the 
lake. This project is expect-
ed to cost about $500,000, 
and financing will be need-
ed. The current line is origi-
nal and more than 50 years 
old. Over the winter of 2019-
2020, a leak was discovered 
in a Burchfield Cove under-
water line, which had to be 
replaced. That project was 
completed in the spring of 
2020.    

Rutledge said he is follow-
ing the process as new vot-
ing precincts and Guthrie 
County board of supervisor 
districts are developed. The 
number of voting precincts 
is being reduced, with 
township lines guiding the 
process. If the current plan 
is approved, Victory Town-
ship residents will be voting 
in Yale. Since Victory Town-
ship extends to some prop-
erties on the west side of the 
lake, Rutledge says absentee 
voting options may become 
more popular. 

Regarding the board of 
supervisor district maps, 
Rutledge said it is likely 
Lake Panorama will remain 
divided into two districts. 
The state’s Legislative Ser-
vices Agency is playing a 
key role this time, which is 
different from 2011, the last 
time new district lines were 
drawn. 

“We feel the process is be-
ing handled fairly and not 
putting the lake at any in-
tentional disadvantage this 
time,” he said. “We will con-
tinue to monitor the process 
as it unfolds.”

Rutledge said the new dog 
park looks good, with grass 
coming up and remaining 
construction underway. 

“This is a project being led 
by Friends of Lake Panora-
ma and is a great new ame-
nity for both current and 
future LPA members that is 
completely financed by do-
nors,” he said. The park will 
open in 2022, once the turf-
grass is fully established. 

The LPA annual meeting 
will be May 14, 2022. The 
ballot distributed in ad-
vance of that meeting will 
include re-adoption of the 
LPA covenants, which needs 
to be done periodically, and 
was last done 21 years ago. 
Also on the ballot will be the 
election of three directors to 
the LPA board. 

Both Jim Spradling and 
Gary Evans will have com-
pleted two, three-year terms 
on the board and are not eli-
gible to run again. Also up 
for election is Julie Fulton, 
who was elected last year 
to fill the remaining year of 
the late Neil Wright’s term. 
Fulton has not yet declared 
her intentions for 2022. Rut-
ledge encouraged anyone 
interested in a seat on the 
LPA board to contact him to 
discuss. 

The annual Fin and Feath-
er banquet also is scheduled 
for the evening of May 14, 
2022. 

Turning to Lake Panora-
ma National, Rutledge said 
golf memberships for the 
2022 season now are avail-
able for both the LPN and 
Panorama West. Forms are 
in the LPN pro shop and on 
the LPN website.

Golf carts for the LPN 
are leased for five years at 
a time, and 2022 is the year 
for a new lease. The lease 
continues with Club Car 
golf carts, but includes some 
new in-cart technology. 

“We are excited to be able 
to offer some modest up-
dates to the golfer experi-
ence for 2022 and beyond,” 
Rutledge said. 

Rutledge gave a sales 
pitch for LPA members to 
rent the Panorama West 
community room for spe-
cial gatherings; reported 
new asphalt shingles were 
installed at the LPN con-
ference center as a result of 
an insurance payment fol-
lowing hail damage; said 
LPA maintenance staff has 
been grinding down and 
repairing high spots in LPN 
cart paths where tree roots 
heaved the asphalt; and re-
ported that the new wall on 
the south side of the fifth 
hole pond is complete.

Seven bids were received 
for a project to remove about 

350 ash trees from both the 
LPN and Panorama West 
golf course. The bids ranged 
from $148,000 to $409,000. 
The low bidder was Xtreme 
Tree, and the work will be 
done this winter. 

“The timing is appropri-
ate, as a number of trees are 
showing signs of emerald 
ash borer infestation,” Rut-
ledge said. “Removing these 
trees now is safer and less 
expensive than if we waited 
until the trees have been 
dead for a couple of years.”

Another argument for do-
ing the tree removal now, 
before all are infested, is 
to give the 100 trees on the 
courses that are being treat-
ed a better chance to sur-
vive. About $10,000 is being 
spent for this biennial treat-
ment.

Rutledge said Shive Hat-
tery engineers are assessing 
the feasibility and potential 
costs of repairing the rip rap 
along the south shore of the 
main basin. Lake Panorama 
Rural Improvement Zone 
(RIZ) board members have 
discussed this work could 
fall under the RIZ umbrella 
as an erosion control proj-
ect and is likely to fund this 
work in the coming months.

Larry Petersen was elect-
ed Dec. 7 to another three-
year term on the RIZ board. 
Rutledge expressed thanks 
to the 42 voters who turned 
out in person or via absen-
tee ballot to vote in this elec-
tion. Active participation 
helps show the value of RIZ 
to the LPA membership.

Rutledge said November 
is a busy month for RIZ. The 
annual audit was completed 
in October with no notable 
issues raised. The annual 
financial report and urban 
renewal report both were 
approved and filed by Dec. 
1, as was the annual TIF 
debt certification.

RIZ had a new 15,000-gal-
lon fuel storage tank in-
stalled this fall near the 
dredge dock, along with a 
cold storage building for 
parts, lubricants and oth-
er items that support the 
dredging operation.

Rutledge said expansion 
of the old CIPCO basin is 
underway. This basin has 
been renamed the 180th 
Trail Basin to avoid confu-
sion, since CIPCO has long 
since concluded its role as 
the former owner of that ba-
sin. Spring Lake Construc-
tion was awarded a $3.2 
million contract in August, 
and RIZ expects the project 
to exceed $4 million in total 

cost when complete. Once 
the County Basin is full, this 
expanded basin will be used 
for dredged material. 

“RIZ is always looking 
ahead 10 years,” Rutledge 
said.

Dredging is done for the 
season, with about 170,000 
cubic yards of sediment re-
moved. This year’s totals 
weren’t as high as some 
years, because of two years 
of drought and the extra 
work done in 2020 by Dredge 
America. Other 2021 proj-
ects were adding rip rap at 
the County basin to address 
some shoreline erosion; rip 
rap added on the west side 
of the Burchfield Cove river 
channel; and the creation of 
a “bench” and sediment ba-
sin for long-reach excavator 
use in that area.

Rutledge said land trades 
and acquisitions were com-
pleted in the past couple of 
years to position RIZ for ad-
ditional wetlands and sedi-
ment basins. 

“RIZ continues to pursue 
a two-pronged approach by 
investing in both sediment 
removal and storage, and 
the prevention of sediment 
entering the lake,” he said.

Two additional wetlands 
are planned, but one has 
been held up due to chang-
ing regulations within the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers. Maintenance of the 
three current wetlands is 
ongoing with the pool lev-
els having been lowered by 
about 18 inches before the 
water freezes. This keeps 
the ice off the grouted rip 
rap and extends the life of 
the grout. Rutledge said the 
wetlands will be returned to 
full pool in the spring.

The 2022-23 fiscal year 
RIZ budget is on the docket 
for completion by March 
15. Rutledge said work be-
gins on the budget in mid to 
late-January, with the pro-
cess completed sometime in 
February.

Rutledge forecasted in-
creased revenues for RIZ, 
noting the entity will receive 
approximately $2.9 million 
in fiscal year 2022-23. 

Rutledge noted the con-
tinued growth of RIZ rev-
enues is a function of prop-
erty value growth, which 
averaged 13 percent overall. 

“Although members can 
find it unsettling to receive 
valuation increases from 
the county assessor, it does 
benefit RIZ’s continued pur-
suit of enhanced erosion 
control and water quality,” 
he said. n

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times

A board of managers that 
oversees the Lake Pan-
orama National operation 
is entering its seventh year. 
While the Lake Panorama 
Association has owned the 
LPN golf course since 1977, 
it has owned the LPN con-
ference center just since 
2005.

At the time the confer-
ence center was purchased, 
the LPA board established 
the legal corporate entity 
known as “LPN, LLC” to 
manage this wholly owned 
subsidiary. The Panorama 
West golf course and club-
house was placed under 

LPN, LLC management in 
2013. 

As a 501(c)4 nonprofit or-
ganization, LPA is required 
to pay taxes only on gains 
from land sales. Revenues 
from dues and assessments 
are not taxable. Keeping the 
LPA and LPN, LLC opera-
tions separate protects the 
nonprofit status of the LPA.

To keep this separation, 
the LPA Board of Directors 
created and appointed the 
LPN Board of Managers, 
which held its first meeting 
Oct. 6, 2015. The LPA board 
provides oversight of the 
LPN, LLC board. The LPN, 
LLC board works with Royce 
Shaffer, operations man-
ager, and John Rutledge, 

director of operations, to 
oversee LPN policies and 
direction.

At the LPA board’s No-
vember meeting, Katelyn 
Brelsford was reappointed 
to a one-year term on the 
LPN board. Reappointed to 
three-year terms were John 
Coghlan and Greg Steffen. 
Other current board mem-
bers are Kathy DeLucca, Jim 
Koch, Sue Merryman and 
Shanell Wagler. 

Officers for 2022 were 
elected at the LPN, LLC’s 
December board meeting. 
Coghlan was re-elected 
president, with Koch elect-
ed as vice president, and 
Wagler elected as secretary/
treasurer.  n

LPN BOARD OF MANAGERS 
ENTERS SEVENTH YEAR 

Kurt Schade
CRS, CNHS, Broker Associate

(515) 208-0757
kurt.schade@cbdsm.com

www.kurtschade.com

Jana Schade
Realtor®

(515) 577-4565
jana.schade@cbdsm.com

www.kurtschade.com

Whether you are buying or selling, now is 
the perfect time. Call The Schades today!

Coffee on 
the dock 

is just 
around the 

corner...

REESE REESE 
TREE CARETREE CARE

Old Masters  Old Masters  
Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

Over 40 years of education, art, safety, 
training and excellence in the green 

industry at your service.

WE TREAT FOR TREE 
HEALTH AND DISORDERS 
Complete Groundskeeping & Property Management

EXPERT, 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES

RMC

Trees • Shrubs • Hedges 
Lawns • Landscape

LICENSED, INSURED AND REASONABLE

BILL REESE - Owner 
515-943-0544 • 641-755-2140
breesetrees77@gmail.com
ISA Certified Arborist
ISA Certified Utility Specialist
#MW3944AU
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TRISH HART’S NATURE PHOTO OF THE MONTH

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

Trish Hart has been taking photos of Lake Panorama’s beauty for many years. She and 
her husband Scott bought a lot in Andrew’s Cove in 2007. They had a home built, which 
was completed in 2012, and moved to the lake fulltime in 2014. Their home is across the 
lake from Sunset Beach and near the beginning of the Narrows. 

While many of Trish’s photos involve birds and other wildlife, she says she and Scott also 
enjoy catching sunrises and sunsets on Lake Panorama. 

“We are amazed at the beautiful reflections the colors provide on the lake,” she says. This 
photo of a Lake Panorama sunrise was taken in December from the Hart’s back deck. 

Hart offers custom prints of her nature photos on canvas, paper, metal and glass. For 
more information, visit NaturesCanvasPhotos on Facebook. n

LAKE DOGS
By CHERYL TEMPLE
Lake Panorama Times

Names: Winston and Javy
Age: 3 
Breed: miniature schnauzers
Owner: Traci Kauffman

Winston and Javy seem to love 
everyone, especially kids. They 
enjoy car rides, walks and going 
to the lake. Winston likes to play 
fetch and greets Traci with a toy 
when she comes home. Javy is 
Traci’s secret service agent by 
day, keeping watch for any crit-
ter or visitor with a voice it is not 
afraid to use. They are both just 
happy, affectionate and joyful 
fellas. n

Suggest Lake Panorama residents 
and their  pets for us to cover on the 
Lake Panorama - Lake Dogs 
and Cove Cats Facebook page

Submit FREE obituaries at 
www.lakepanoramatimes.com. 

On Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021, Jennifer Hewitt 
passed away at Mary Greeley Medical Center in 
Ames. Jen was a devoted and loving wife, mother 
and grandmother. The family was the center 
of her life. She spent her last days surrounded 
by Jeff and her children and left us peacefully. 

Jennifer Ann Hewitt, 64, was born Feb. 12, 
1957, in Algona. She was the second child of 
Kenneth and Juliana (Cotton) Jackson. Jen grew 
up in Lone Rock, and she continued to spend 
the next 44 years there. She became a mother, 
started her family, and then married Jeffrey 
Hewitt in Fenton. 

Jen moved to her cherished home in Panora 
in 2001. She and Jeff built a beautiful life where 
they spent time doing the things she loved — 
planning and orchestrating large family gath-
erings, boating with the kids and grandkids, 
volunteering in her community, and tending to 
her gardens and acreage. Jen was a consummate 
giver, finding time for members of her family 
and those who asked of her. 

Over the years, Jen worked in a variety of fields 
of her interests: special education in Sentral and 
Panorama schools, banking at Guthrie County 
State Bank, and most recently with her daughter 
Juliana running their vintage and homemade 
goods business, Jules. 

She was a 
faithful Chris-
tian. She en-
joyed services 
at Beaut i f ul 
Savior Luther-
an Church in 
Polk City and 
had belonged 
to St. John’s Lu-
theran Church 
in Fenton and 
St. Thomas Lu-
theran Church 
in Panora. 

Left to cherish her memory are her husband, 
Jeffrey Hewitt; daughters, Heather (Dan) Barth, 
Juliana (Matt) Rasmussen, twins Jessie (Dan) 
Garcia and Jamie (Mike) Paul; son, Joshua 
(Meredith) Hewitt; eight grandchildren, Caleb 
(Juliana), Jeydan (Jessie), Grace (Juliana), Jordan 
(Juliana), Amanda (Jessie), Zoey (Heather), Will 
(Heather), and AJ (Jamie); brothers, Mike (Chris) 
Jackson and Dallas (Barb) Jackson. 

She was preceded in death by her parents. 
Funeral services were held at 10:30 a.m., 

Thursday, Dec. 16, 2021, at the Twigg Funeral 
Home, 219 E. Main St. in Panora.  n

OBITUARY
Jennifer Ann Hewitt 

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

There were 141 individuals, couples or 
families who purchased a 2022 golf mem-
bership at either Lake Panorama National 
or Panorama West by Dec. 31 and were 
entered into a drawing for seven prizes. 
The drawing was held Jan. 4. Winners are: 

• Driver and fairway wood combo – Ted 
Hawley

• $500 in LPN Diners Club credit – Jim 
Sievers

• Bushnell range finder – Mike Krull
• Michael Kleinwolterink print – Kirk 

Fischer
• Three-dozen Titleist custom golf balls 

– Jim and Nicki Clayton
• 2022 single LPN pool and fitness 

membership – Brian and Cristin Kreifels
• Nine-hole playing lesson with Rob 

Riggins – John and Susan Crawmer
For those who missed the deadline for 

the prize drawing, there still is an extra 
incentive to join and pay their 2022 mem-
bership in full in January. 

LPN golf memberships paid by Jan. 31 
will receive a $100 LPN gift card. Pan-
orama West golf memberships paid by 
the same date will receive a $25 LPN gift 
card. Those who choose the all-inclusive 
membership, which includes both golf 
courses, plus the LPN pool and fitness 
center, will receive a $125 LPN gift card if 
they pay in full by Jan. 31.  

Annual memberships are available at 
both courses for both Lake Panorama As-
sociation property owners and those who 
are not LPA property owners. All mem-
berships include free use of the Lake Pan-
orama National driving range.

In an effort to expand membership ac-
cess to LPN amenities, a payment pro-
gram is available for all golf membership 

categories, plus the LPN pool and fitness 
center. 

Those interested can pay their 2022 
membership choices automatically 
through their bank account. Starting 
March 20, 2022, and ending Aug. 20, 2022, 
memberships will be withdrawn in six 
equal payments from their bank account. 
For this service, a convenience fee of $100 
will be charged with the first withdrawal. 
An authorization agreement is included 
in the 2022 membership mailing and also 
online and in the LPN pro shop. 

There are several membership options. 
Besides regular memberships at both 
LPN and Panorama West, there is a spe-
cial “first time” membership available for 
those who have never been an LPN mem-
ber. LPN members who refer a “first time” 
person who joins will receive $50 in LPN 
pro shop credit. 

Distance memberships at Lake Panora-
ma National are available for people who 
do not own a home at Lake Panorama 
and who live more than 18 miles from the 
LPN. 

Memberships for the LPN swimming 
pool and fitness center also are listed on 
the 2022 membership applications. 

Those using private carts on either golf 
course must pay a trail fee. At the LPN, 
members have the option of a cart lease, 
which entitles one person to a seat on an 
LPN cart for the season. 

Other services listed on the member-
ship form are cart storage at both cours-
es, plus bag storage and a USGA handicap 
at the LPN. Those who play in the LPN’s 
leagues and handicap tournaments must 
pay the $30 handicap fee. This fee is not 
required for Panorama West leagues. 

Membership forms are online at www.
lakepanoramanational.com/member-
ship.  n

2022 GOLF 
MEMBERSHIP PRIZE 
WINNERS ANNOUNCED
Extra incentives are still available to those who join and pay 2022
membership in full in January. 

Visit www.LakePanoramaTimes.com 

for news, classified listings, photos and more!

Sunrise on Lake Panorama 

Stuart-Anita Veterinary Clinic, pc

• Pet wellness
• Diagnostics
• Surgery
• Large or small animals
• Emergencies

Panora 
P.E.T.S.
Helping the 
homeless cats 
of Guthrie County
www.panorapets.com

THE LOCAL ANIMAL EXPERTS

827 Front St., Stuart (515) 523-1755  •  300 N. Highway 148, Anita (712) 762-4193
www.StuartVetClinic.com  •  M-F 8am-5pm, SAT 8am-Noon

DON’T LET IT BE YOURS!DON’T LET IT BE YOURS!

Dale Hochreiter: 641-757-0605
Makenna Woodvine

Panora, IA

GIVE ME A CALL, I HANDLE THEM ALL!

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and operated
——

Free estimates and no contractsFree estimates and no contracts
— — 

Licensed and InsuredLicensed and Insured
——

All work is guaranteedAll work is guaranteed
——

Products used are people Products used are people 
and pet friendlyand pet friendly

WE RID YOUR HOME OF:
ANTS & FLIES

BED BUGS
 WASPS

COCKROACHES
SPIDERS 

& MUCH MORE

PESTS ARE LOOKING FOR A WINTER HOME

I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea 
control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect 

for your next outdoor party or gathering!for your next outdoor party or gathering!

It shouldn’t take your roof disappearing in a matter 
of seconds to find out who you can count on.

And that’s the Silver Lining®.

BUT 
SOMETIMES 

IT DOES.
To find out more about the Silver Lining, contact 

128 W. Main St. • Panora, IA 50216
641-755-2123
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Licensed to sell real estate in the state of Iowa. Not intended to  
solicit buyers or sellers currently under  contract with a brokerage.

Kyle Olson 
Broker

515-570-1100
kyle.olson@exitrealtyfrontier.com

Brandy Clark
Realtor®

712-790-7283
brandy@exitcountryrealty.com

MLS member covering most of Southwest Iowa. 

New Year
TAKE ON THE

New Home!
IN YOUR

2067 Hwy 4, Just north of Panora on the lake!

(641) 755-3443 • thelakesidevillage.com

Retirement living 
on the lake!

NOW OFFERING NOW OFFERING 
SUPPORT GROUP FOR 

CHRONIC ILLNESS AND DEMENTIA

$1,000 OFF

EVERY 3RD TUESDAY at 6:30PM

TUESDAY
JANUARY

18
TUESDAY

FEBRUARY

15
TUESDAY

MARCH

15

H E R E  A R E  S O M E  U P C O M I N G  D AT E S

the 1st 30 days 
all Memory Care Suites


