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“I’ll go back to the Capital at 
least one more time to meet with 
Jake and Clel,” said Holloway.

“We understand the state 
budget is tight,” said Holloway. 
So, he noted, the focus was more 
on two other issues rather than 
Supplemental State Aid.

First was extending the one-
cent state sales tax from 2029 
to 2049. School districts look 
to SAVE as a source of fund-
ing for bond funded projects. 
Holloway noted using funding 
other than general obligation 
bonds save taxpayers money 
as property taxes don’t have 
to be raised. “It’s a win-win for 
taxpayers and school districts,” 
he stated. 

According to published re-
ports, the Iowa Legislature will 
extend SAVE.

The second major issue is 
the difference between trans-
portation costs among schools. 
These vary, according to a Des 
Moines Register article, from 
a low of $9.56 per pupil at one 
school to the highest amount 
of $970 per pupil at another. 
There is a move in the Iowa 
House to provide $10 million 
in transportation relief.

An AEA news release listed 
two other issues educators 
were seeking. One dealt with 
extending operational sharing 
agreements between schools 

for certain positions, such as 
Guthrie Center and Adair-Casey 
sharing Steve Smith as super-
intendent.

The other was a request leg-
islators support mental-health 
related issues. Holloway said 
funding has been reduced for 

a general issue that affects the 
state as a whole.

As for supplemental state 
aid, Holloway looks for the 
legislature to approve a 1-1.5 
percent increase. This would 
equate to $30-$35 per student 
at Panorama, he said.

HOLLOWAY
FROM PAGE 1A

BUSINESS

PANORA 
COMMUNICATION 
COOPERATIVE 
BOARD MEMBER 
LEROY OXLEY 
COMPLETES NTCA 
BOARD TRAINING

LeRoy Oxley, Panora Com-
munications Cooperative Board 
Member, has completed the Di-
rector Core Curriculum (DCC) 
training from The Rural Broad-
band Association (NTCA). NTCA 
represents broadband compa-
nies like Panora Communica-
tion Cooperative, also known as 
Panora Telco, on federal policy 
matters and provides a wide 
variety of educational training 
opportunities for its members.

Oxley has been an elected 
board member since 2012. He 
received his DCC certificate in 
December after completing the 
necessary training requirements, 
which include the completion 
of 14 credit hours in four study 
areas -- policy, technology, busi-
ness and governance.

“Training such as this is vi-
tal for our board members to 
have,” said Panora Telco Gen-
eral Manager Andy Randol. “It 
allows them to be up to date 
with information they need to 
make decisions that impact our 
cooperative and our members. 
Completion of DCC training 

does not happen overnight. It 
requires several years of con-
tinuing education to complete 
the course training.”

Panora Communications Co-
operative is an independent 
telephone company located 
in Panora, that provides tele-
phone, Internet and video ser-
vices to residents of Panora and 
the surrounding communities. 

NTCA, The Rural Broadband 
Association, is the premier as-
sociation representing more 
than 800 independent, commu-
nity-based telecommunications 
companies that are leading in-
novation in rural small-town 
American. NTCA advocates on 
behalf of its members in the 
legislative and regulatory are-
nas, and it provides training 
and development; publica-
tions and industry events; and 
an array of employee benefit 
programs. In an era of explod-
ing technology, deregulation 
and marketplace competition, 
NTCA’s members are leading 
the IP evolution for rural con-
sumers, delivering technologies 

that make rural communities 
vibrant places in which to live 
and do business. Because of 
their efforts, rural America is 
fertile ground for innovation 
in economic development and 
commerce, education, health 
care, government services, se-
curity and smart energy use. 

LeRoy Oxley (left), Panora 
Communications Coopera-
tive Board Member, is pre-
sented a certificate by Ron 
Reynolds, Board President, 
for completing the Director 
Core Curriculum training 
from The Rural Broadband 
Association. 
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ducted before property values 
were finalized.

Carrick says property own-
ers will have an opportunity to 
meet with a representative of 
Vanguard Appraisals, Inc., be-
ginning March 5, 2018. These 
meetings are an opportunity 
for the property owner to sub-
mit any information that may 
affect the estimate of market 
value of their property.

“Property owners who dis-
agree with the new values 
should be prepared to state 
their estimate of market value 
and present evidence to sup-
port that estimate,” Carrick 
says.  “Vanguard representa-
tives must base any adjust-
ments they make on relevant 
data, and cannot make adjust-
ments simply because prop-
erty owners are displeased with 
increases in value. Our goal 

in this process is to be fair to 
all property owners, and ac-
curate in our assessment of 
values.”

Property owners who want 
to meet with a Vanguard rep-
resentative must request an 
appointment prior to Feb 26, 
2018, by calling the Guthrie 
County Assessor’s office at 
641-747-3319.

If assessment values do 
change, new notices will be 
mailed prior to April 1. 

Carrick says Lake Panorama 
property owners also have an 
opportunity to protest the new 
assessed values to the Guthrie 
County Board of Review during 
the normal protest period. A 
written protest must be submit-
ted between April 2 and April 
30 for the Board of Review to 
consider any adjustment. The 
assessment notice will have 
additional instructions on how 
to protest assessed values to 
the Guthrie County Board of 
Review. 

PROPERTY
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COMMUNITY

TORI’S ANGELS ACCEPTS FOUR 
MORE CHILDREN, ADDS WEBSITE

Lake Times staff

Five-month-old Finley Jesko, 
daughter of Anthony and Joc-
elyn Jesko of Guthrie Center, 
is one of four more children 
with life-threatening medical 
conditions accepted by Tori’s 
Angels Foundation since De-
cember 2017.  The foundation 
now supports 29 children and 
has sponsored a total of 36 chil-
dren to date.  

Finley is the foundation’s 
35th accepted child.  She has 
Surfactant Protein C Deficiency 
and was recently life-flighted 
to Blank Children’s Hospital in 

Des Moines when her oxygen 
level fell dangerously low and 
her breathing was severely com-
promised.  After many tests and 
improved function, Finley is ex-
pected to return home soon.

Emery Thompson, 20 months 
old, from Carlisle is the founda-
tion’s 33rd sponsored child.  She 
is being treated for neuroblas-
toma.  Despite two surgeries, 
immunotherapy and chemo, 
the tumor remains and further 
treatment is being sought.

Ten-year-old Gracie Crowell 
of West Des Moines is the foun-
dation’s 34th sponsored child.  
Gracie is in the maintenance 

stage of treatment for acute lym-
phoblastic leukemia, receiving 
chemo and steroid treatments.  

Four-year-old Hope Watters of 
Norwalk is the 36th sponsored 
child.  Hope was diagnosed at 
4 weeks of age with hereditary 
spherocytosis and eventually 
had her spleen removed. She 
began having pancreatitis epi-
sodes again and was recently 
diagnosed with Hereditary 
Pancreatitis.  She is receiving 
treatment to get enzymes into 
her pancreas.  

Tori’s Angels also announces 
their new website, www.tori-
sangels.org, that shares the To-
ri’s Angels story, pictures and 
short bios of each child, and the 
foundation’s operating infor-
mation.  The foundation raises 
funds to help the families of 
their supported children who 
have life-threatening medical 
conditions.  Tori’s Angels pays all 
medical expenses not covered 

by insurance from the date of 
sponsorship until the child’s 
19th birthday.  This includes 
travel expenses to treatment 
(airfare, mileage, hotel, meals), 
as well as prescriptions, medi-
cal co-pays and deductibles.  

Anyone wishing to help Em-
ery, Gracie, Finley, Hope, and 
other Tori’s Angels children are 
invited to send donations to 
the foundation’s chairman, Bill 
Ridgley, at 4677 Panorama Dr, 
Panora, IA, 50216.  An online 
donation option is located on 
the foundation’s website and 
on their Facebook page, www.
facebook/torisangels.  Support-
ers can “Like” the Tori’s Angels 
Facebook page to receive reg-
ular updates on the children.  

For more information about 
Tori’s Angels or to request an 
application for support, contact 
the foundation’s chairman, Bill 
Ridgley, at bridgley@netins.net 
or 712-249-6423. 

SNOW GEESE

Emery Thompson Finley Jesko Gracie Crowell Hope Watters

Geese fly over Lake Panorama during a winter afternoon in 

February. 
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Lake Panorama 
Realty Presents:

Select Lake Panorama 
Association Lots For Sale

Lake Panorama Realty  
505 E. Main Street Panora  |  641-755-3276  |  www.lakepanoramarealty.com

Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Iowa

IF YOU’VE BEEN WONDERING 
WHAT THESE SIGNS WERE...

If you are interested in a Lake Panorama Association Lot and do not 
see it on the list, please call for more information.

These special signs are placed throughout Lake Panorama 
on lots that are owned by the Lake Association and have 
been selected for sale. For a complete list of these lots, 

please contact Lake Panorama Realty for more information. 
All currently listed lots can be found on 

www.lakepanoramareatly.com

bitter winters, broomball is 
now a mainstay for thousands 
at college campuses, late-night 
ice rinks, and frozen ponds and 
lakes. 

Winter sporting enthusiasts 
are abuzz that the 2018 winter 
season includes both the annual 
broomball tournament and the 
quadrennial Winter Olympics.  
Just two weeks after broomball on 
Lake Panorama, United States of 
America, the world’s best athletes 
convene for the Winter Olym-
pics in Pyeongchang, South Ko-
rea. With such events occurring 
within weeks of each other, many 
are asking if broomball should 
also be featured in the Winter 
Olympic games. 

Molly Merryman, a teacher 
residing in Munich, Germany, 
knows from her extensive trav-
els and current residence that 

broomball is a growing inter-
national sport. 

“Since soccer can’t be played 
in the snow and the ice, Ger-
mans love the chance to mix it 
up, just like those over in the 
western hemisphere,” she says. 
“And even when not playing, 
spectators appreciate the wild 
broomball culture. Gute zeit!” 

Likewise, Alexa Choles, a Min-
neapolis interior designer, be-
lieves there is international sup-
port for introducing the game to 
the Winter Olympics. “Oh, you 
betcha. Us Minnesotans don’t 
always see eye-to-eye with our 
Canadian neighbors up north, 
but you just can’t beat curling, 
ice fishing, and broomball com-
petitions to celebrate our eight 
months of winter,” she said.  

Sean Fitzgerald, a Nashville, 
Tennessee corporate executive, 
is the Tennessee representative 
to USA Broomball, broomball’s 
official national governing body. 
Fitzgerald believes the organi-

zation needs to expand its mis-
sion from national governance 
to international promotion. 

“Considering its growing inter-
national participation, exciting 
games, and representation of 
Olympic values, the International 
Olympic Committee should un-
questionably add broomball for 
2022 in Beijing,” he said. “As soon 
as y’all spread broomball fever, 
the world will be fixin’ to play.” 

Perhaps someday “Benny 
Broomball” Ellefson, Mikayla 
Rohde, or Deni will be able to 
trade in the Golden Broom for a 
Gold Medal, but for now, broom-
ball will remain a fun and intense 
local competition. 

Tournament Commissioner 
Josh Merryman reports that the 
“state of broomball is strong,” 
adding that “I keep getting older, 
and broomball stays the same 
good time.” 

Visitors were welcome to stop 
by the Horseshoe Cove to watch 
the slipping, sliding, and scoring.

BROOMBALL
FROM PAGE 1B

Dan Murphy, Alexa Choles, Ryan “Deni” Zenisek, and “Benny Broomball” Ellefson cel-
ebrate with the completed 2017 bracket. The team “Inside Panora’s Box” won all 4 of their 
games to claim the 2017 title. 

Cale Kassel and Aaron Armbrecht jostle for a ball, while Mark Sullivan hot dogs in the open 
space. Both the competition and the temperature were expected to heat up this year. 

Mikayla Rohde and Cale Kassel battle for a ball, as Sean Fitzgerald guards the goal. Temper-
atures n the balmy 30s, 40s and 50s during the week, meant competitors braced for a wet 
and sloppy ice rink again in 2018. 
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By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

New sports courts will be 
constructed at Boulder Beach 
this spring. Friends of Lake 
Panorama raised $75,000 for 
the project, and the Lake Pan-
orama Association is match-
ing that amount to complete 
the full $150,000 project. Site 
preparation was done in Sep-
tember by the LPA staff. In this 
month’s Q&A, Brad Halterman, 
LPA project manager, provides 
an update, since this is one of 
many projects he is overseeing 
for the LPA in 2018. 

Q: Let’s start with you telling 
us about the court sizes and 
how they will be configured. 

The Sports Court Complex 
will consist of one tennis court, 
two pickleball courts and one 
basketball court. The basket-
ball court will be 80 ft. 5 in. 
long by 50 ft. 3 in. wide, and 
be fenced separately from the 
other courts. It will have two 
internal adjustable Signature 
Series Goalsetter MVP basket-
ball system hoops with acrylic 
backboards, breakaway goals 
and black pole pads.

Just to the south of the bas-
ketball court will be the tennis 
court. The tennis court slab will 
be 110 ft. 6 in. long by 56 ft. 3 
in. wide with a regulation-sized 
tennis court on it. The tennis 
court will be equipped with one 
Douglas Sports Premier XS Ten-
nis post system with a tapered 

tennis net, deluxe center strap 
with anchor, and aluminum 
ground sleeves. 

To the east of the tennis court 
will be a connected slab that 
is 60 ft. 4 in. long by 62 ft. 4 
in. wide. This slab will house 
the two pickleball courts. The 
pickleball courts will have two 
Douglas Sports Pickleball post 
systems with nets and alumi-
num ground sleeves. The ten-
nis court and pickleball courts 
will be fenced as one.

The area between the bas-
ketball court and tennis court 
also will be cemented. This will 
provide a place for two benches, 
and perhaps a picnic table and 
trash receptacle.

Q: Where are the courts lo-
cated?

The Sports Courts will be 
located at the Boulder Beach 
area, just south of the road into 
the beach and east of parking 
lot. That location was chosen 
because of the ample nearby 
parking and close proximity 
to the beach, sand volleyball, 
playground and shelter houses. 
The Courts will be on a slab that 
provides proper drainage on all 
four sides and is easily acces-
sible, all while avoiding exist-
ing drainage tile and utilities.

Q: What type of surface is 
going on top of the concrete?

  
The surfacing of the Sport 

Courts will consist of 13,880 
Sport Court Power Game out-

door surfacing modules. The 
court is made of high impact 
copolymer polypropylene sus-
pended modules with a positive 
locking system and wide-gap 
patented “lateral” forgiveness. 
Each open-grid slip resistant 
module is 12” X 12” X 5/8” and 
comes with a 15-year limited 
warranty. The tile colors will be a 
mixture of blue and green, with 
white court lines painted on.

I have been asked how a bas-
ketball, tennis ball or pickleball 
will bounce off of this court ma-
terial compared to other sur-
faces. My answer is “just fine.” 
I have played basketball and 
tennis on these courts and they 
performed great. Every floor-
ing or surfacing performs dif-
ferently whether it be modu-
lar, rubber, sheet vinyl, tartan, 
concrete, wood or Sport Court. 
This type of surfacing gives Lake 
Panorama the best bang for the 
buck as far as usability, perfor-
mance, life of material, warranty 
and safety.

Q: Are there plans for players 
to be able to reserve the courts? 

There are currently no plans 
to maintain a reservation system 
that is similar to tee times on 
the golf course. However, LPA 
has discussed the possibility of 
allowing a standing reservation 
for any leagues that are open to 
LPA members and set a recur-
ring schedule for league play. 
For example, a pickleball league 
could request a standing reser-
vation for Tuesday mornings. 

The need for formal scheduling 
is something LPA can revisit as 
we gain a better understanding 
of usage patterns.

Q: What is the construction 
timeline for this spring?

As with any major project there 
are stages that need to take place 
to get the project finished. The 
pad is built and will be touched 
up early this spring as soon as 
weather breaks. We are first on 
the list with the concrete con-
tractor for spring 2018 for him 
to form and pour the concrete 
pad. This will take place when 
the weather breaks for a good 
window to pour the concrete. 

The concrete will have to 
sit for a few days and then the 
Sports Court tiles will be laid on 
top of the concrete and painted. 
When the paint dries, the bas-
ketball hoops, poles and nets 
will be put in. When that part 
is done the fencing company 
will come in and get the fence 
up. All of these stages will be 
done when the one before it 
is finished, and the suppliers 
can work it into their sched-
ules. The plan is to work with 
each contractor for each part 
of the project and get it done as 
soon as possible, yet not rush 
things to get an inferior finished 
product. 

As usual, Iowa weather will 
have a lot to say about when we 
are able to finish the project. 
But we hope play can be un-
derway on the courts sometime 
in May, or at least early June. 

Brad Halterman, 
LPA project manager

Sports Courts 
Update 
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COFFEE 
WITH THE 
GM MARCH 9
By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

A program to improve com-
munication between the Lake 
Panorama Association and 
LPA members will continue 
in 2018. The first “Coffee with 
the GM” was held in April 
2015. These events provide 
LPA members the opportunity 
to discuss topics of interest 
in a candid, conversational 
format.

The first coffee of 2018 is 
scheduled for Friday, March 
9, at the Lake Panorama Na-
tional conference center. John 
Rutledge, LPA general man-
ager, invites LPA members to 

join him for coffee and other 
refreshments at this informal 
gathering. The event will begin 
at 10 a.m. and last about an 
hour. Rutledge will provide an 
update on current happen-
ings, and take questions from 
members in attendance. 

If members have questions 
or items they would like cov-
ered about LPA policies or de-
velopments, they can email 
lpa@lakepanorama.org to give 
Rutledge an opportunity to 
prepare in advance. LPA mem-
bers with questions specific 
to their own membership or 
property should call the LPA 
office during regular business 
hours at 641-755-2301. 



NOTE: These minutes from the De-
cember meeting of the LPA board of 
directors have not yet received final ap-
proval. This will be done at the board’s 
March meeting. 

Lake Panorama Association
Board of Directors Meeting

December 19, 2017
Lake Panorama Association 

Office
Unapproved Minutes

The Lake Panorama Association Board 
of Directors met December 19, 2017, 
at 5 p.m., at the Lake Panorama Asso-
ciation Office. Board members present 
were Larry Babcock, Mary Jane Caroth-
ers, Gary Evans, Tom Jeschke, Mindy 
Larsen Poldberg, Charles Schnack, and 
Jim Spradling. 

LPA Staff present:  Danna Krambeer 
and John Rutledge.

Visitors present:  Bryan Cox, LPA 
Member

President Spradling called the meet-
ing to order at 5 p.m.

Agenda Item 1 – Approval of the 
Agenda. Evans moved to approve the 
agenda. Motion second, carried unani-
mously.

Agenda Item 2 – Open Forum. 
Bryan Cox addressed the board regarding 
the process to research development of 
condos along Panorama Drive, across 
from Boulder Beach and along the golf 
course. He discussed the possibility of 
developing along fairways 17 and 18. 
Cox is interested in looking at ground 
within the association to be developed 

with condos, single dwelling homes and 
duplex type of units. There is a growing 
interest of existing water front homeown-
ers to downsize within the association 
and be closer to the golf course, confer-
ence center and the City of Panora. Cox 
asked what areas could be considered, 
including property adjacent to the golf 
course or 200th Road.

The board agreed there is a growing 
demand for condos and will continue to 
research the legal and practical com-
ponents of such a project.

Agenda Item 3 – Consent Agen-
da. President Spradling amended the 
consent agenda by removing item 3e, 
the topic of which is to set the date for 
next board meeting. Jeschke moved to 
approve the consent agenda as amended. 
Motion second, carried unanimously.

Consent agenda to include: 
a) LPA General Manager’s Report 
b) Approval of minutes from 

11.28.2017 LPA Board Meeting  
c) Acceptance of the 11.30.2017 LPA 

LPN Consolidated Financial Statements
d) Accept minutes from 11.21.17 LPN 

Board of Mangers Meeting
Agenda Item 3 - 
 e) Set date of next board 

meeting for March 
Discussion was held on moving the 

meeting date from March 27 to March 20 
to accommodate board member partici-
pation. Rutledge noted the date change 
would work for staff. Evans moved to 
change the meeting date to March 20, 
2018. Motion second, carried unani-
mously.

Agenda Item 4a – Variance re-
quest for 7015 Andrews Terrace. 

 No action taken on Item 4a, 

as the member has placed the variance 
request on-hold until spring.

Agenda Item 4b – Review pre-
liminary survey results – Survey 
remains open through 12.31.17

The board reviewed the initial responses 
to the survey. To date we have received 
326 survey responses. Rutledge briefly 
recapped the responses captured by the 
survey to date. LPA staff will continue 
to review the results and summarize for 
the next board meeting. One point high-
lighted from the initial survey results is 
more education is needed regarding the 
proposed RO water plant project. This will 
be done through the weekly Panorama 
Prompt newsletter and GM coffees. The 
survey will remain open until 12/31/2017. 
At the suggestion of Poldberg, another 
reminder of the survey will be distributed 
prior to the survey’s closing.

Agenda Item 5 – Old Business 
Rutledge discussed the future of the 

old tennis courts. The board was support-
ive of demolishing the courts this winter, 
however, it was noted the LPN board of 
managers was contemplating options 
for future use. Rutledge was directed 
to contact the LPN Board president and 
determine if LPA should proceed with 
removal of the old courts this winter. 
Rutledge noted demolishing during the 
off-season would be preferable as the 
ground is firm, little golf traffic is present 
and LPA could do the work in-house. 

Agenda Item 6 – Other Busi-
ness - None

 
Agenda Item 7 – Closed Ses-

sion. The Board entered closed session 
at 6:30 p.m. to discuss legal matters 
and exited closed session at 6:43 p.m. 

Motion Jeschke to approve annual 
contract with John Rutledge, LPA gen-
eral manager, for 2018 as discussed in 
closed session. Motion second, carried 
unanimously.

With no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 6:44 p.m.

Danna Krambeer, 
Recording Secretary 

Mindy Larsen Poldberg 
Board Secretary
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country realty llc
World Headquarters at 108 East Main  •  Panora  •  641-755-2990  •  email: country@netins.net

Licensed in the State of Iowa, USA

Locally owned & operated by Dave & Barb RyanSince 1976...

2227 Wagon Road
$89,500

5158 Panorama Drive
$299,000

119 E. Market
$149,900

4317 Panorama Drive
$695,000

Your Independent Agency
Dave Ryan, Agent/Owner

641-755-2990

Visit us at  
www.countryrealtyiowa.com
Member of Des Moines Multi Listing Service

105 N. 1st Street
$90,000

6066 Panorama Road
$320,000

5034 Karen Drive
$189,900

2820 Wagon Road
$275,000

37 Ac  Bldg  60’ x 80’  
Living area 1800 Sq Ft.

PENDING

711 Bell Street, Yale
$72,000

Spring is Around the Corner, 
Great Time to Buy or Sell!

2323 Wagon Road, 
Panora ACREAGE

$330,000

2037 1/2 Highway 4, 
Panora - 33 ac

$250,000

SOLD

6611 Arnold Lane
$11,500

NEW LIStING

2021 Highway 4, Panora 
ACREAGE

$170,000

NEW LIStING
SOLD

6564 Panorama Road
$219,000

NEW LIStING

202 4th Avenue, Bayard
$89,500

113 NW 4th, Panora
$159,000

NEW LIStING

SOLD

SOLD

PRICE REDuCED

304 E Garfield, Jefferson
$144,500

NEW LIStING

103 SE 7th St., Panora 
$114,900

NEW LIStING

6941 Andrews terrace 
$22,500

NEW LIStING

5313 Corner Court 
$12,500

NEW LIStING

EPIC EVENT ENTERTAINMENT

THE LINKS ITALIAN BUFFET
ROMAINE SALAD BOWL • FRENCH, RANCH, AND ITALIAN DRESSINGS

CROUTONS, CHERRY TOMATOES AND SLICED CARROTS • GARLIC BREADSTICKS
AN ASSORTMENT OF LINK’S 16” PIZZA’S: 

“THE WORKS, RED PEPPER CHICKEN, AND MARGARITA”
STUFFED MANICOTTI • CHEESECAKE BITS • TEA AND LEMONADE

SHOW TICKETS: 
$20 PER PERSON

DINNER AND SHOW 
TICKETS: 

$40 PER PERSON

MARCH 10TH

SHOW BEGINS AT 8:00 PM (TWO HOURS)

Dueling Pianos

DOORS OPEN AT 5:00 PM  |  DINNER AT 6:00 PM
CALL TODAY FOR RESERVATIONS: 1-800-879-1917  |  5071 Clover Ridge Road  |  www.lakepanoramanational.com

BUSINESS

GUTHRIE COUNTY STATE 
BANK PROMOTES MARK 
CATES TO VICE PRESIDENT

Guthrie County State Bank an-
nounces Mark Cates promotion 
to Vice President, Branch Man-
ager with oversight of the Pan-
ora location. In this role, Cates 
will manage all operations of the 
Panora branch while continuing 
his consumer and commercial 
lending roles.

Cates was hired at Guthrie Coun-
ty State Bank in October 2015 after 
beginning his career with a large 
national bank. He has been instru-
mental in the continued growth 
of the bank, spearheading several 
new programs and building strong 
customer relationships. Mark com-
pleted the Iowa Bankers Association 

Consumer Credit School in 2016. 
The school is an intense one-week 
program sponsored by the Iowa 
Bankers Association (IBA).

“Mark has continued to excel at 
managing the day to day respon-
sibilities of his role while work-
ing to understand bank opera-
tions,” said Mike Underwood, chief 
executive officer and president, 
Guthrie County State Bank. “He 
is a pleasure to work with, has a 
positive attitude, and contributes 
new ideas. Retaining great team 
members that are dedicated to our 
customers as well as our mission 
is critical as we continue to grow.”

Cates is a native of Ida Grove, 

IA, and graduated from Simp-
son College with double majors 
in business management and 
sports administration. He also 
played football for the Storm. 
Cates coaches youth soccer and 
baseball and is active with PRIDE 
(Panora Regional Industrial De-
velopment Enterprise) as a vice 
president and board member. 
Prior to joining Guthrie County 
State Bank, he experienced career 
progression as a personal banker 
with Wells Fargo in several loca-
tions in the Midwest. He and his 
wife, Jana, are raising their three 
children in Panora.

ABOUT GUTHRIE COUNTY 

STATE BANK
Guthrie County State Bank is a 

locally owned, independent com-
munity bank serving individu-
als, businesses and agricultural 
customers with a wide variety of 
products and services including 
online and mobile banking. Char-
tered in 1931, Guthrie County State 
Bank serves customers from loca-
tions in Guthrie Center and Pan-
ora, Iowa, and is a subsidiary of 
holding company Guthrie County 
Bancshares, Inc. Other companies 
within the holding company in-
clude Lake Panorama Realty and 
GCSB Investment Center. For more 
information, visit gcsbank.com
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INFO@WOODDUCKLANDSCAPESOLUTIONS.COM | JOSh EIKE CELL: 515.661.3208

1589 Hwy. 4, Yale, Iowa 
www.woodducklandscapesolutions.com

Patios & WalkWays

Retaining Walls

BouldeRs and stone

shoRelines

outdooR kitchens

landscaPe design

tRees, shRuBs & PeRennials

annual FloWeR installation

Mulching & RiveR Rock

sPRinkleR systeMs

landscaPe lighting

seeding & sodding

gRading & diRt WoRk

eRosion contRol

seRvices PRovided

Call Us TodaY and leT Us 
TRansFoRM YoUR YaRd!

are you looking for a landscaper who can 
handle all your needs from beginning to end?

BeFoRe aFteR

BeFoRe aFteR

“FAMILY OWNED AND OPErATED bY LAKE rESIDENT rON EIKE FOr 19 YEArS”
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Upgrade your kitchen & save
up to $1500* when you buy
four GE Café™ Appliances

*Via online or mail-in rebate. See rebate form for details and list of eligible models.

Buy 4 GE Café TM Appliances and get $500

Plus get $500 with a Pro Range or Wall Oven/Cooktop Combination

Plus an additional $500 when you add a built-in refrigerator

71
53

10
4

   Match anyone's price.  Beat anybody's service.    

WWW.ARCHERHOMECENTER.COM
515.993.4241

618 GREENE STREET, 
ADEL, IA

BUSINESS

GENESIS DEVELOPMENT TO MOVE INTO WILLIAMS BUILDING

Expansion to add jobs in Guthrie Center

By AMANDA GIRRES
Lake Times staff

E
ver since purchasing 

the Williams Building 

last fall, Main Street 

Guthrie Center has been 

working hard to renovate the 

two unused retail spaces and 

find new businesses to lease 

them. After months of repairs, 

renovations and volunteer 

work, an organization is 

finally preparing to move 

into the old Breadeaux Pizza 

location. 

Genesis Development, a pri-
vate 501(c)3 non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to providing 
support for people with dis-
abilities, hopes to be moved 
into the new location within 
the coming weeks. 

Currently, Genesis Develop-
ment has a small location at 
2002 State Street in Guthrie 
Center, however, with recent 
growth and expansion in Guth-
rie County, the organization 
has outgrown its former office.

“In the past, all that’s been 
going on in Guthrie has been an 
extension of what’s happening 
in Jefferson,” explained Jesse 
Akers, newly appointed Associ-
ate Director of the Central Re-
gion. “Over the past year, we’ve 
really expanded a lot, mostly 
due to our employment services 
programs with the high schools 
and with adults, so Guthrie has 
gotten big enough now that we 
will become our own site.”

While Genesis already works 
with schools in Panora and 
Guthrie Center, the new loca-
tion will allow the organization 
to begin programs at Audubon 
High School and West Central 
Valley as well. 

“We help (adults and stu-

dents) obtain community em-
ployment if that’s possible,” Ak-
ers explained. “We work with 
high school juniors and seniors, 
helping them get job shadows, 
job placements and other types 
of vocational training so that 
they’re more prepared when 
they graduate.” 

The expansion into Guthrie 
and Audubon counties is ex-
pected to create three to four 
new job positions that will be 
based out of Guthrie Center. 
Currently, Genesis is looking to 
hire for its school programs and 
its group home in Panora. The 
organization is also looking to 
hire a vocational trainer, who 
would take on many different 
roles. Positions will be posted 
at http://genesisdevelopment.
com/employment-opportuni-
ty/ as they are made official. 

While a larger staff will now 
be based out of Guthrie Cen-
ter, much of the work Genesis 
takes on does not require use 
of the office, and the space 
has been designed with this 
in mind. Genesis has worked 
closely with Main Street Guthrie 
Center to create an ideal setup 
to fit the organization’s needs. 

“We had looked at other plac-
es, but once we figured out a 
plan with (MSGC), there was no 
question that this was what we 
wanted to do,” said Akers. “We 
got to imagine our own offices, 
and they helped us create it.” 

The retail space has been re-
modeled to feature an open 
front room, three offices and a 
large back room. Akers thinks 
the front space will include em-
ployee work stations while the 
back space could be used for 
staff meetings and training 
purposes. 

In preparing the space for a 
renter, many community mem-
bers have volunteered their time 
and efforts. Kirk Davis’ shop 
class at AC/GC High School 

has spent much of their class 
time assisting with the project, 
and a volunteer group has been 
meeting on Saturday mornings.

Even though there is work yet 
to be done, Genesis is already 
making plans for furniture and 
office decorations. 

“Some of our office furni-
ture is going to be interesting 
because we are reutilizing 
some things that either be-
longed to the county or one 
of the schools,” said Akers. “So 
we’ll have little pieces of Guth-
rie Center all throughout our 
building once we get everything 
moved in here.” 

Even a small part of Breadeaux 
Pizza will remain in the build-
ing. The lights that once hung 
in the restaurant have been 
painted and will be reused 
by Genesis. 

A tentative move in date is 
slated for February 15, but 
weather and other factors may 
impact when the renovations 
are complete. By expanding 
Genesis Development, Akers 
hopes that families who have 
children with disabilities will re-
main in the community instead 
of moving to a bigger city to 

receive the services they need.
“We’re definitely excited to 

get started in here,” said Ak-
ers. “I think we’re just going to 
keep growing and expanding 
because the types of services 
that we provide are being of-
fered more and more. Every-
thing that the big city has, we’re 
going to be able to offer on a 
smaller scale.” 

Volunteers remove flooring at the Williams Building on Oc-
tober 21 as part of a volunteer day.

AMANDA GIRRES | LAKE PANORAMA TIMES

Volunteers hang drywall in the east retail space of the Williams Building on January 20. 
Genesis Development will be renting out the space once the renovations are complete.
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Lake Side Floors

Call Us Today at 641-755-3400Financing available

We have a beautiful selection of quality 
• Hardwood • Laminate • Ceramic • Vinyl • Carpeting
• Granite & Quartz Countertops

*Select carpets on sale now

We offer professional installation 
and assure you that the job 

will be done right.  

We guarantee all of 
our work!

Free Quotes!
Call Us Today at 641-755-3400 or stop in and see us at  

409 E. Market in Panora

Big Box Pricing Small Town Service

Now Offering!
Custom Tile Showers & Tub Backsplash

NEW!! Carpet cleaning Services Commercail & Residential
• Heat Extraction (recommended by carpet manufacturers) 
• Water Damage 24 Hr Emergency Service

Please ask about our gold package.

ISU Extension and Outreach 
in Guthrie County elects 
county extension officers

SNOW COVERED BOATING

Four officers were elected dur-
ing the Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach Guth-
rie County extension council 
organizational meeting Jan. 18. 
The nine-member county ex-
tension council annually elects 
officers to comply with Iowa law. 

Barbara Gigar, Guthrie Center, 
is the re-elected chairperson. 
Gigar will preside at all meet-
ings of the county extension 
council, have authority to call 
special meetings and perform 
duties as performed and exer-
cised by a chairperson of a board 

of directors of a corporation.  
Bret Hodges, Coon Rapids, was 
elected vice chairperson.  

Sheree McClellan, Guthrie 
Center, was re-elected secre-
tary and has the responsibility 
of keeping the minutes of all 
county extension council meet-
ings and signing required pa-
pers for the council.

The council re-elected Jim 
Calvert, Guthrie Center, to the 
treasurer position. The treasurer 
is in charge of all of the funds 
of the county extension coun-
cil; receives, deposits, pays and 

disburses. The treasurer insures 
an accurate record of receipts 
and disbursements and submits 
reports to the county extension 
council.

As elected officials, the county 
extension council is the gov-
erning body of ISU Extension 
and Outreach. The county ex-
tension council hires county 
staff, manages the county exten-
sion budget of approximately 
$250,000 and helps determine 
programming. 

In partnership with ISU 
Extension and Outreach, the 

council provides educational 
opportunities that bring uni-
versity resources to the needs 
of the county and region. Lo-
cal county extension programs 
include the 4-H and Youth De-
velopment program, Iowa Mas-
ter Gardeners and Women In 
Agriculture.

The county extension office 
is located at 212 State Street in 
Guthrie Center. To learn more 
about ISU Extension and Out-
reach in Guthrie County, visit 
www.extension.iastate.edu/
guthrie.

Boats at Coulter’s Lake Panorama Marine got a dusting of snow last week, providing a winter 

scene along the lake shore. 



GUTHRIE CENTER

Bank President & COO, John 
Rigler III is pleased to announce 
the promotion of 23-year em-
ployee, Dennis Flanery to Senior 
Vice President.  

Flanery is a banking profes-
sional with over three decades 
of experience. In the role of Mar-
ket President in Guthrie Center, 
Flanery has specialized in agri-

cultural and commercial lending. 
Working within a quality banking 
organization has allowed Flanery 
to achieve tremendous career 
growth, while supporting and 
enriching his hometown com-
munity.

Continuing his community 
driven efforts, Flanery sits as 
Board President for the Guth-
rie Center Development Corp. 
and Guthrie Activity Center. He 
is past president of the Guth-
rie County Hospital Founda-
tion, Guthrie Center Chamber 
of Commerce, Lions Club, and 
Midwest Partnership. Flanery 
has a strong history of dedication 
and accountability. His philan-
thropic values rest at the core of 
his professionalism, and equally 
dedicates his time and ability to 
each project he contributes to.
ABOUT PEOPLES TRUST & 

SAVINGS BANK

Peoples Trust & Savings Bank 
has been in operation serving 
central Iowans since 1917. They 
operate as a bank for people of 
all professions and backgrounds. 
Their “People First Banking” 
approach ensure customers 
come first.
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Thinking about listing your 
home at Lake Panorama?

Our team is here to help.

LAKEPANORAMAREALTY.COM

Dave Wagler - Broker/REALTOR™

Nancy Smith - Office Manager

Laura Kemble - Broker Associate/REALTOR™

Follow us on Facebook! 505 E. Main St Panora, IA  •  Ph# 641-755-3276  •  Licensed to sell real estate in Iowa

DENNIS FLANERY 
PROMOTED TO 
SENIOR VICE 
PRESIDENT OF 
PEOPLES TRUST & 
SAVINGS BANK

It's TRUE.
You REALLY CAN 
afford to switch to solar.
And we can't wait to tell you about it.

reach out to iowa wind and solar 
representative jeremy rierson at 

jeremyrierson@iowawindandsolar.com  
or by phone at 712-292-8220.

http://goiowa.solar/LiveWithJeremyRierson

Your Friends ...
Your Neighbors ...
Your Newspaper
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