
By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

The first meeting of the Friends 
of Lake Panorama board of di-
rectors was held December 3, 
2013. Over the past four years, 
the 501(c)3 nonprofit charity has 
made good progress towards its 
goal of improving recreational 
amenities at Lake Panorama.

“We want to thank everyone 
who has helped contribute to this 
progress by donating to Friends 
of Lake Panorama,” says Jan Re-
inicke, president of the Friends 
board. “It has taken private dona-
tions both large and small, plus 
ongoing cooperation and support 
from the Lake Panorama Asso-
ciation, to help us reach fund-
raising goals for sports courts at 
Boulder Beach and the Sunset 
Beach playground.” 

Individual donations also 
have made it possible to do 
some smaller projects, such 
as a bench at Panorama West 
honoring Joe Scheiring, and new 
signage at both Panorama West 
and Lake Panorama National. 
A rain garden installed at Pan-
orama West last spring involved 
some private donations, as well 
as cost-share funding from the 
Guthrie County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Commis-
sioners. 

Statistics show a high percent-
age of charitable contributions 

By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

A small weekend cabin built 
in the early 1970s on Lake Pan-
orama remains in the same fam-
ily today. Shawn Briggs has lived 
full-time in the home the past 
12 years, after she and her five 
children moved from Bondurant. 

Her grandparents started look-
ing for a lot at Lake Panorama 
in 1970, bought one in 1971 and 
the home was completed a year 
later. It was one of four homes 

featured on the Women For Pano-
ra’s Future (WFPF) holiday home 
tour in early December. 

The A-frame home is located 
on the west side of the lake, and 
around the corner from Sunset 
Beach. It’s positioned so Boul-
der Cove can be seen to the east 
and Burchfield Cove to the west. 
“The walls of the house were 
actually built elsewhere, then 
trucked here,” Briggs says. “A 
crane was used to lift the walls 

By ASHLEY SCHABLE
Lake Times staff

Promise Santa as an invited 
guest to a party and it will be an 
overwhelming success. 

The Panora Chamber of Com-
merce held its annual Breakfast 
with Santa and Friends and 
Workshop on Saturday inside 
the community building and 
Vet’s Auditorium in Panora. 

Families were invited to eat 
pancakes, sit on Santa’s lap, make 
crafts and decorate cookies, and 
navigate through musical candy 
canes. 

“We need something really 
upbeat,” said Debbie Rock-
well, a member of Women for 
Panora’s Future, who danced to 
the holiday jingles, and encour-
aged participants in the Candy 
Cane Walk. 

Lila Martinson climbed up 
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Join our Monthly 
Massage Club 

to save 10%-15%Allen Family Chiropractic, PC
Massage Therapy Now available aT:

Dr. Andrew W. Allen • Cindy Denniston, LMT
108 N. 3rd St., Guthrie Center • Call 641-747-8247 Today

Providing Health Solutions 
Through Chiropractic Care

FEATURE

‘I’M GONNA LOVE A LOT 
OF PEOPLE OUT HERE’

Reid and Cindy Strahan home 
decorated for the holidays at 
Lake Panorama

By ASHLEY SCHABLE
Lake Times staff

Reid and Cindy Strahan have 
been building homes in Ankeny 
and the Greater Des Moines area 
since 1986. They work as a team 
to build the dream home of their 
customers, and in 2016 completed 
construction of their own dream 
home at Lake Panorama. 

They transformed their place 

at 5147 Panorama Drive on the 
east side of the lake into a home 
for the holidays in December as 
one of four homes featured on 
the Women for Panora’s Future 
(WFPF) Holiday Home Tour. 

Cindy Strahan grew up on a 
lake in Minnesota and says she’s 
always loved the water. 

“It really was my dream,” she 
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1972 Lake Panorama 
home remains  
in the family

COMMUNITY

Breakfast with 
Santa and  
Workshop, 
huge success 
for Panora 
community

FRIENDS 
OF LAKE 
PANORAMA 
HAVING AN 
IMPACT

The floor plan at Reid and Cindy Strahan’s Lake Panorama home was laid out to capture the beautiful lake views from their peninsula lot. A family 
of 24, the home was also built to spend special times together. 

A bedroom on the main level of the home of Reid and Cindy 
Strahan at Lake Panorama carries a Christmas theme. 

Shawn Briggs shares a sliding door in a man cave recently added to her home at Lake 
Panorama during the Women For Panora’s Future Home Tour on Sunday, Dec. 3. Briggs 
first started visiting the home homed by her grandparents when she was seven years old. 
She moved to the home, which is one of the oldest on the lake, 12 years ago. 

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY SCHABLE | LAKE PANORAMA TIMES





As the year comes to end, 
families around the state may be 
celebrating many things: finish-
ing the fall semester, holidays 
and a new year, just to name a 
few. During this holiday sea-
son, State Treasurer Michael L. 
Fitzgerald has a simple solution 
for the gift-giving dilemmas. 
“This holiday season, invite the 
special people in your life to 
give one of the most meaningful 

gifts a child may ever receive,” 
Fitzgerald said. “Education is 
the gift that lasts, and you can 
help give your loved ones a 
brighter future with College 
Savings Iowa while also giv-
ing yourself the gift of a state 
tax deduction through your 
contributions.”

“There are many ways to give
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By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

John Dinnebier, Lake Pan-
orama National director of 
operations, oversees the two 
golf courses owned by the Lake 
Panorama Association — the 
18-hole Lake Panorama Na-
tional and the 9-hole Panorama 
West. In this month’s Q&A, he 
gives a 2017 year-end report, 
and looks ahead to 2018.  

Q: Let’s start with a look back 
at the 2017 golf season. Give 
us an update on how many 
rounds of golf were played at 
both Lake Panorama National 
and Panorama West courses 
this year, and how that com-
pares to previous years. Plus 
what was the final count on 
annual LPN and Panorama 
West annual memberships? 

A. Rounds played at the LPN 
were just over 26,000 total. That 
was down nearly 4,000 rounds 
from 2016 and about 1,500 
down from our average. We 
had 255 LPN memberships in 
2017, down from 268 in 2016.

We have had a continued 
increase in rounds played at 
Panorama West from both 
members and guests over the 
past two seasons. Rounds there 
were just over 9,000 this year 
compared to 8,800 in 2016. Pan-
orama West memberships to-
taled 156 this year, compared to 
168 in 2016. Both golf courses 
are in great shape going into 
the winter season. 

Q. For 2018, you’ve devel-
oped a new golf membership 
application that covers both 
golf courses. You’ve also de-
veloped a couple of packages 
that will save members mon-
ey when joining both courses 
and adding some additional 
amenities. Give us details on 
why these changes were made. 

A. Over the past couple of 
years, I have been asked by 
several members about offering 
a dual membership for both 

courses. After talking with 
the LPN Board of Managers, 
a decision was made to try 
something new that we feel 
our membership will like and 
some already want. 

The “Resort All Inclusive 
Membership” includes golf at 
Lake Panorama National and 
Panorama West, plus unlimited 
use of the LPN driving range, 
pool and fitness center. 

Another option is the “All In-
clusive Golf Membership,” which 
includes golf at both courses, 
plus unlimited use of the LPN 
driving range. These two all-in-
clusive memberships, which of-
fer a cost savings by packaging 
several amenities together, are 
only available to those who pay 
in full by January 31.

We see these new combi-
nation offers as a way to get 
more members to use and 
enjoy some of the additional 
recreational facilities avail-
able here at Lake Panorama. 
Of course people can still just 
join either the LPN or Pan-
orama West golf courses. We’re 
also continuing the distance 
membership at the LPN this 
year for people who don’t own 
property at Lake Panorama, 
and who live more than 18 
miles away. 

I encourage everyone to 
review the membership and 
amenity options available on 
the combined 2018 member-
ship application, and plan to 
submit their forms and pay-
ments soon. Pay by Decem-
ber 31 and be entered into a 
drawing with a new set of Ping 
irons as the grand prize, with a 
golf bag and some golf rounds 
as additional prizes. An “Early 
Bird” discount ends January 
31. The application form is on 
the LPN website. 

Q. We know things are mov-
ing forward with course im-
provements at Panorama West 
because of the estate gift from 
James and Joyce McLuen. Do 
you think the number of golf 
rounds and memberships will 
someday increase because of 

these improvements? 

A. Absolutely, the irrigation, 
cart paths, hole signage and 
landscaping will all add to the 
overall positive perception of 
this gem of a golf course. We 
have already seen a slight in-
crease in rounds played over 
the past couple of years. I be-
lieve Panorama West will con-
tinue to improve and grow, and 
more rounds will be played as a 
result of the great gift from the 
McLuen family. I hope we can 
also increase annual member-
ships there, once people start 
to see and enjoy the improve-
ments that will take place in 
the coming months.  

Q. You’ve been trying some 
new things the past few weeks 
to get more people into The 
Links at the LPN conference 
center. How has that been go-
ing, and what’s in store for the 
dreary months ahead until 
we can play golf again? 

A. We always try to do some 
different things at the LPN con-
ference center and Links res-
taurant during the off months 
to create additional traffic. 
We’ve recently offered some 
movie nights for kids, which 
involves the kids enjoying a 
movie in the banquet room 
with food, drink and adult 
supervision. Then parents 
and grandparents can enjoy 
a quiet dinner in the Links. 
We had five kids for the first 
movie night, which grew to 
19 kids for the most recent 
one. So that’s been popular 
and I hope we can continue 
into the new year. Food spe-
cials, happy hour specials, a 
football game tailgate – we’re 
always looking for new things 
our membership might like. 

I am sure we will be hav-
ing bowl parties, plus some 
new offerings after the first 
of the year. The best way to 
stay informed about what’s 
happening at both the LPN 
and Panorama West is by sub-
scribing to the LPN Weekly, an 

e-newsletter distributed each 
Sunday morning. If you don’t 
already get this, go to the LPN 
website home page at lakepa-
noramanational.com. Scroll 
down to the “Stay Informed” 
panel, enter your name and 
email address, and click “sign 
up.” Just above the sign-up 
section, there is an “upcom-
ing events” section, so that’s 
another way to keep up-to-
speed on what’s happening.   

Q. How many Stay-and-
Play packages, golf outings 
and tournaments did LPN 
host in 2017, and how does 
that compare with 2016?

A. Packages and outings at 
the LPN were down some in 
2017. We will continue to review 
our pricing for outside events 
and price competitively. We 
want to make sure we have a 
good balance between mem-
ber and outside play. Both are 
needed to ensure we contin-
ue to move our organization 
forward in a positive manner.

Q. How was business at the 
LPN pool and spa in 2017, and 
is there anything new planned 
for 2018? 

A. Traffic was very good at 
the pool and spa this year. No 
planned changes for 2018, we’re 
just committed to making sure 
members and guests are taken 
care of when they spend time 
at the pool and spa. We did see 
a nice increase in food sales 
at the pool in 2017 with our 
limited pool menu, and we will 
revisit those options in 2018.  

Q. Any closing comments? 

A. I just want to thank every-
one for their continued sup-
port, including the LPN staff, 
LPN and Panorama West golf 
members, and those who sim-
ply come to the Links for a 
nice meal or to play Cribbage 
on Wednesday mornings. We 
have a community with great 
people who have a lot to offer. 

John Dinnebier, 
director of 
operations, 
Lake Panorama 
National

GOLF COURSE REPORT 
FROM LPN OPERATIONS 

DIRECTOR

Your Friends ...
Your Neighbors ...
Your Newspaper

Celebrate New Year’s 
Eve at the Links

Make plans now to celebrate 
New Year’s Eve at the Links, with 
a dinner-for-two special. 

Enjoy your choice of either 
fried brussel sprouts with bacon 
aoli, or pretzel bites with beer 
cheese sauce. A surf-and-turf 
dinner will include a six-ounce 
filet with whiskey cream sauce, 
and choice of either two fried 
shrimp or beer battered fried 
lobster tail with chipolte aoli. 

This entree is served with gar-
lic mashed potatoes and chef’s 
vegetable. 

For dessert, choose either 
chocolate Creme Brulee or 
strawberry cheesecake. 

The cost is $59.95 per couple, 
plus tax and gratuity. The kitchen 
will be open from 5 p.m. until 
8 p.m., and diners also may or-
der from the regular menu. Call 
641-755-2100 for reservations.

TREASURER, PAGE 6A

Treasurer Fitzgerald 
Encourages Giving the Gift of 
Education this Holiday Season



and rafters into place.” 
The two-bedroom, two-bath 

house includes two common 
areas, one upstairs and one 
in the basement. The A-frame 
design means the second floor 
bedroom features slanted ceil-
ings. The original building was 
just 1,400 square feet. An ad-
dition added 500 square feet, 
making it possible to expand 
the kitchen, master bedroom 
and main bathroom.

A one-car garage under the 
house was part of the original 
design, but Briggs says driving 
down the long lane and then 
around the back of the house and 
into the garage was tricky. That 
space now is used for storage. 

Briggs had a new two-car ga-
rage built closer to the road. Her 
significant other, Steve Gates, has 
lived in the home for five years. 
He installed a “man cave” and 
office space in the upper level 
of the garage. Knotty pine wood 
was used for walls and the ceil-
ing, plus sliding doors that con-
ceal corner storage spaces. An 
upper deck provides sweeping 
views of Lake Panorama.

Both the upper level of the ga-
rage and home were decorated 
for the WFPF holiday tour. Briggs 
says she has always enjoyed deco-
rating for Christmas. “I’ve gath-
ered a lot of different Christmas 
items over the years, but with 
such a small house, I was running 
out of room,” she says. “Two years 
ago I got a small tree for each of 
the five kids, put some of their 
ornaments on them, and gave 
them to them for Christmas.” 

Briggs still has plenty of items 
to display, including wall hang-
ings, a set of holiday-themed 
children’s books, a dining table 
filled with holiday place settings, 
Christmas village scenes, a deco-
rated tree and more. 

Briggs is a relatively new WFPF 

member. When asked to open her 
home for the holiday tour, she 
worried it wasn’t large enough to 
be of interest. She was assured 
people on the tour would en-
joy seeing how a smaller home 
can be decorated for Christmas, 
and she says she enjoyed visiting 
with those who came through 
her home. In return, visitors en-
joyed the 300 cookies she baked 
for the occasion. 

Briggs has many fond memo-
ries visiting her grandparents as 
a child, then into her teenage 
years and beyond. “My grand-
parents lived in a home on Des 
Moines’ east side, but this house 
was my grandmother’s favorite 
place to be. So in the summers, 
she would spend all her time 
here, while Grandpa stayed in 
Des Moines to work,” she says.

“She would have a big garden, 
and my brother, sister and me 
were her regular garden help-
ers,” Briggs says. That annual 
garden tradition continues, after 
Briggs purchased two lots across 
the road from the house where 
she maintains her own large gar-
den now.  

On weekends, her grandfather 
would join the family. He had 
both a fishing boat and a Viking 
deck boat. “Grandpa taught us to 
ski behind that deck boat. I still 
have that original set of wooden 
skis,” she says. 

After her grandfather passed 
away, Briggs’ grandmother would 
close up her Des Moines home 
and continued to spend each 
summer at Lake Panorama. “I 
was always out here during sum-
mers, swimming in the lake, or 
going to The Lodge to swim or 
eat,” she says. “Once I was in 
high school, and later at Cor-
nell College, I’d bring as many 
friends as possible.” 

Briggs’ family was at the house 
in 1993 when a deluge of rain to 
the north caused a rapid rise in 
Lake Panorama. She has photos 
of her and her brother paddling a 
small rowboat out to remove the 

canopy from the boatlift, which 
was completely submerged. She 
also remembers a Christmas vis-
it when a big snowstorm had 
the family stranded longer than 
planned. 

After her grandmother passed 
away, Briggs’ mother inherited 
the home. She now lives in Alamo, 
Texas, and visits each summer 
for a week or more. Someday, 
Briggs will inherit the home. 

When Briggs decided 12 years 
ago to move to Lake Panorama 
from Bondurant, some of her 
five school-age children weren’t 
happy about leaving their friends 
behind. “But they all ended up 
loving the Panorama schools, and 
quickly made friends here. And 
their Bondurant friends loved 
coming to the lake, too,” she says. 
“This house has hosted lots of 
kids over the years.”   

Four of her children graduated 
and moved away, with three still 
living in central Iowa and one in 
Arizona. Daughter Lauren Soll 
is a Panorama freshman. 

When Briggs first moved full-
time to Lake Panorama, she 
worked as a server at Lake Pan-
orama National. Eight years ago 
she started cleaning homes and 
businesses. She now cleans four 
to five properties nearly every 
day, with the help of one other 
person. Many of her clients are at 
Lake Panorama, but she also has 
some in Panora, Guthrie Center 
and Jefferson. 

“I love living at Lake Panora-
ma,” Briggs says. “I’ve made lots 
of friends here over the years. 
Steve and I like to play at the 
Panorama West golf course, and 
enjoy the informal Friday Night 
Couples events there. My favor-
ite thing is to take the pontoon 
out during the week. It’s so quiet 
and peaceful.” 

She also clearly loves living 
in the house her grandparents 
built, where she enjoys many 
fond memories from the past, 
and continues to make new 
memories today. 
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One of the old 
photos Shawn 
Briggs found in 
her grandparents’ 
home was of the 
Viking deck boat 
she learned to 
water ski behind. 
Note the shoreline 
beyond the boat 
features fewer wa-
terfront homes 
than exist today.    

Shawn Briggs is shown on 
the deck of the Lake Pan-
orama home her grand-
parents built in 1972, and 
where she lives today. 

A man cave was recently constructed at this Lake Panorama 
home owned by Shawn Briggs. It is one of the oldest homes 
on Lake Panorama and still owned by the family who built it 
years ago. 

(Top)
Christmas quilts, each 
made by homeowner Shawn 
Briggs, decorate this Lake 
Panorama home for the hol-
idays. 

(Left)
Children’s Christmas books 
given to Shawn Briggs by her 
grandmother are on display 
in her Lake Panorama home 
for the holidays. 

A bar highlights a corner of a man cave at the home of Shawn Briggs at Lake Panorama. 
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CANCER DURING THE HOLIDAYS 
Submitted by Kim Durst, American 
Cancer Society

H
oliday time may 

seem like just about 

the worst time to 

have cancer in the family. 

Even the jolliest of traditions 

lose their luster when you’re 

worried about your health 

care needs or those of 

someone you love. 

If you or someone close to 
you has cancer or another seri-
ous illness this year, use these 
tips and resources to help lift 
your holiday spirits:

Do: 
• Give yourself permission to 

feel and express your feelings, 
whether of joy, fear, sadness, or 
pain. Let yourself laugh or cry.

• Take care of yourself: Eat 
balanced meals and make time 
for some exercise. Physical ac-
tivity is a good way to release 
tension.

• Allow yourself simple plea-
sures -- hot baths, naps, favor-
ite foods -- that will help lift 
your mood.

• Find distractions like go-
ing to a movie, dinner, or a ball 
game; playing cards with friends; 
or other activities you enjoy.

• Prepare for the holidays. 
Decide if you want to contin-
ue certain traditions or create 
new ones. Plan in advance how 

you want to spend your time, 
with whom, and for how long.

• Enlist support for organizing 
holiday gatherings, meal prepa-
ration, and cleanup.

• Learn to say no. You don’t 
have to participate in everything. 
People will understand if you 
can’t do certain activities.

Don’t: 
• Don’t pressure yourself with 

unrealistic expectations or try 
to do everything yourself.

• Don’t overindulge in alco-
hol. Because alcohol is a de-
pressant, it can “bring out” or 
heighten bad feelings.

• Don’t try to force yourself to 
be happy just because it’s the 
holiday season.

• Don’t shop ‘til you drop. 
Stick to a budget if you are go-
ing shopping. Buying things will 
not make up for any negative 
feelings you are having. Decide 
how much money you can af-
ford to spend on gifts and other 
items. Then stick to your budget.

• Don’t try to do too much in 
one day. Plan ahead, setting aside 
specific days for specific tasks.

• Don’t abandon healthy hab-
its. Eat and drink in modera-
tion. Get plenty of sleep.

If you’re grieving over the 
holidays: 

For people who have lost a 
loved one, the holidays can be 
even more difficult. Allow your-
self to feel pain and whatever 
other emotions come along, too. 
Try following some of the tips 
above, and remember that al-

though working through grief is 
important, it’s OK to give your-
self a break from grieving by dis-
tracting yourself with activities 
you enjoy. Try to use this time to 
forgive yourself for all the things 
you did or didn’t say or do.

Remember that you don’t have 
to handle your grief alone. Talk 
with your family and friends 
about your loss, or find oth-
ers who have lost a loved one. 
The American Cancer Society 
is available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week and can help you 
find support online, local be-
reavement groups, and other 
resources. Call 1-800-227-2345 
or visit cancer.org.

Sending wishes of a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year from the Relay For Life of 
Guthrie County to the cancer 
survivors and their loved ones, 
sponsors, teams, volunteers 
and everyone who has given 
their hearts, time and money 
to getting us one step closer to 
ending the pain and suffering 
of cancer.

If you would like information 
on the Relay For Life of Guth-
rie County please contact Kim 
Durst, Relay For Life, Sr. Com-
munity Manager at 641.757.0746 
or kim.durst@cancer.org.  

Mark your calendars:
2018 Relay For Life of Guthrie 

County St. Patrick’s Day Bowl-
ing Tournament and Kick Off 
on Friday, March 16, at the In-
credibowl. 

2018 Survivor & Caregiver 

Celebration on Wednesday, 
April 18, at Sneakers Café at 
the Guthrie County Hospital.

Please join us for the 2018 
Relay For Life of Guthrie Coun-
ty on Friday, June 15, at a new 

location, the Guthrie County 
Fairgrounds. More information 
on the event to come!



the gift of education to your 
loved ones. You can start a new 
College Savings Iowa account, 

contribute to your own exist-
ing accounts, or contribute to 
your friends’ and families’ ac-
counts using Ugift,” added 
Fitzgerald. “This easy-to-use 
service allows participants to 
invite family and friends to 

celebrate a child’s milestones 
by contributing to his or her 
College Savings Iowa account.” 
With Ugift, friends and family 
can contribute to your College 
Savings Iowa accounts simply 
by visiting ugift529.com and 
using your unique code found 
by logging into your College 
Savings Iowa account. With 
several people making holi-
day contributions, your child’s 
account could get a nice year-
end increase.

College Savings Iowa lets 
anyone – parents, grandpar-
ents, friends and relatives – 
contribute towards college 
costs on behalf of a child. 
Iowa taxpayers contributing 
to College Savings Iowa can 

deduct up to $3,239 per ac-
count from their state taxable 
income in 2017.* To take ad-
vantage of this tax-savings 
opportunity, investors can 
contribute to their College 
Savings Iowa account online 
at CollegeSavingsIowa.com.

College Savings Iowa is also 
running a $1,000 account 
giveaway through the end of 
the year. To enter, go to Io-
wa529Contest.com, fill out 
the required information, 
and you’ll be registered for a 
chance to win a College Savings 
Iowa giveaway account worth 
$1,000. The contest is open to 
all Iowa residents whether they 
already have a College Savings 
Iowa account or not.
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It's TRUE.
You REALLY CAN 
afford to switch to solar.
And we can't wait to tell you about it.

reach out to iowa wind and solar 
representative jeremy rierson at 

jeremyrierson@iowawindandsolar.com  
or by phone at 712-292-8220.

http://goiowa.solar/LiveWithJeremyRierson

Special pricing on 2018 golf 
memberships through January
Lake Times staff

There are two great golf cours-
es at Lake Panorama, both of-
fering annual memberships at 
affordable, competitive rates. 
Lake Panorama National is an 
18-hole course located on the 
east side of Lake Panorama. 
Panorama West is a nine-hole 
course on the west side of the 
lake. Both courses are owned by 
the Lake Panorama Association, 
and managed by Lake Panorama 
National.

Those who were 2017 golf 
members at either Lake Panora-
ma National or Panorama West 
have been sent a renewal form 
for the 2018 season. Member-
ships are available to both Lake 
Panorama Association property 
owners and those who are not 
LPA members. 

An “Early Bird” discount is 
available to those who pay their 
membership in full before Janu-
ary 31. The membership appli-
cation shows both the early bird 
rates and the regular rates for 
those who pay after January 31.

There is an additional incen-
tive for members to pay in full 
by December 31. They will be 
entered into a drawing with the 
grand prize being a new set of 
Ping irons. Other prizes awarded 
will be a golf bag and rounds 
of golf. 

Two new combination mem-
bership offers have been intro-
duced for 2018. The “Resort All 
Inclusive Membership” includes 
golf at both Lake Panorama Na-
tional and Panorama West, plus 
unlimited use of the driving 
range, pool and fitness center 
located at the Lake Panorama 
National Resort. Those who 
choose this “resort all-inclusive” 
membership and pay in full by 
December 31 will receive a $100 
LPN Diners Club credit. 

Another option is the “All In-
clusive Golf Membership,” which 
includes golf both at Lake Pan-
orama National and Panorama 
West, plus unlimited use of the 
driving range at Lake Panorama 
National. Those who choose this 
“golf all-inclusive” membership 
and pay in full by December 31 

will receive a $50 LPN Diners 
Club credit. 

These two 2018 all-inclusive 
memberships, which offer a sig-
nificant cost savings by packag-
ing several amenities together, 
are only available to those who 
pay in full by January 31.

The application form also of-
fers just golf memberships at 
both Panorama West and Lake 
Panorama National for families, 
individuals and junior golfers 
under the age of 18. 

Memberships for the driving 
range, swimming pool and fit-
ness center, all at the LPN, also 
are listed on the combined 2018 
membership application. 

Those with private carts they 
plan to use on either golf course 
must pay a trail fee. LPN mem-
bers have the option of a cart 
lease, which entitles one per-
son to a seat on an LPN cart for 
the season. 

Other services listed on the 
membership form are cart stor-
age, driving range, bag storage 
and a USGA handicap. Those 
who plan to play in the LPN’s 

leagues and handicap tourna-
ments must pay the $30 handicap 
fee. This fee is not required for 
Panorama West leagues. 

Distance memberships are 
available for people who are 
not LPA members and who 
live more than 18 miles from 
the LPN. 

A partial list of 2018 LPN tour-
naments, plus application forms 
for both men’s and women’s 
leagues at the LPN, were in-
cluded in the renewal mailing. 
The LPN men’s leagues are on 
Wednesdays, with a women’s 
league on Thursdays. 

At Panorama West, there is 
a Tuesday morning women’s 
league, a Tuesday evening men’s 
league, and a Thursday morning 
men’s league. League members 
must either purchase an annual 
Panorama West membership, or 
pay the daily green fee. Signup 
for the Panorama West leagues 
will be handled at the course in 
the spring. 

Membership forms are online 
at www.lakepanoramanational.
com/membership. 

TREAUSURE
FROM PAGE 3A







Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
We extend a heartfelt thank you for the friendship and support 
received from our many loyal customers throughout our 90th 

year in business.
In turn, it is our privilege to be able to support dozens of fund 
raising events, school activities, athletics and charities that 

directly impact the quality of life for area citizens and 
communities.

Count the blessings you have received this year and 
in turn extend those blessings to others this holiday 

season and throughout the year.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from 

Dorothy, Tom and Sharon Neel and our entire team.

405 E. Clay St. • Panora, IA • 641-755-2385 • 1888-755-2385

“Your Complete Building Materials Supplier” • Hrs: M-F 7:30-5:00, Sat 9-2

A Division of Neel Lumber Co. Since 1927

Holiday Hours:  Closed December 25  
Closing December 30 for Inventory | Closed January 1
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Lake Side
Floors

Call Us Today at 641-755-3400Financing available

Come Visit Our New Showroom
We have a beautiful selection of quality 
• Hardwood • Laminate • Ceramic • Vinyl • Carpeting
• Granite & Quartz Countertops

*Select carpets on sale now

We offer professional installation. We do not subcontract our work 
out therefore we can assure you that the job is done right. 

We guarantee all of our work.

Free Quotes!

Call Us Today at 641-755-3400 
or stop in and see us at  
409 E. Market in Panora

COMMUNITY

Festival of Trees in Panora raises 
funds for Tori’s Angels
Lake Times staff

Approximately 150 people en-
joyed the sights and sounds of the 
holiday season at the Festival of 
Trees last weekend hosted by the 
Panora Church of the Brethren, 
with donations from the free-
will offering going to Tori’s An-
gels Foundation.  

A display of over 25 creative and 
unique Christmas trees brought 
lots of interest.  Attendees voted for 
their favorite tree, and the people’s 
choice award went to the Panora 
Garden Club.  The club won a gift 
card to Hometown Foods.    

Sunday afternoon brought a 
large crowd to the Old Fashioned 
Christmas Concert featuring vio-
lin and piano music, Panorama 
Jazz Choir, 4 ‘N A Chord quartet, 
P44 quartet, kids bell ringers, and 
the cello-piano-vocal trio Trilogy.  
The enthusiastic crowd was at-
tentive and smiling, feeling the 
spirit of Christmas.  

The event’s silent auction items 
ranged from affordable gifts to a 
large collectors’ nativity scene and 
a child’s pedal firetruck, which 
commanded the highest bid of the 
auction.  The free-will donation 
jar yielded generous contributions 
from attendees of the Festival.

Tori’s Angels wishes to thank 
everyone who made the Festi-
val of Trees a huge success from 
attendees, musical performers, 
silent auction donors, decorated 
tree exhibitors, and the Panora 
Church of the Brethren.  

“On behalf of Tori’s Angels Foun-
dation, our Board of Directors, 
and all the children we support, 
thank you,” said Tori’s Angels CEO 
and Chairman, Bill Ridgely.

Those unable to attend the 
event and who wish to donate 
to help Tori’s Angels children are 
invited to send donations to Ridg-
ley at 4677 Panorama Dr, Panora 
IA 50216.  A secure online dona-
tion option is located on the Tori’s 
Angels Facebook page.  Support-
ers can “Like” the Tori’s Angels 
Facebook page to receive regular 
updates on the children. Tori’s 
Angels Foundation raises funds 
to help the families of their sup-
ported children who have life-
threatening medical challenges. 
The foundation pays all medical 

expenses not covered by insur-
ance from the date of sponsor-
ship until the child’s 19th birthday. 
This includes travel expenses to 
treatment (airfare, hotel, meals), 
as well as medical co-pays and de-
ductibles. Thanks to the generosity 
of their supporters, the founda-
tion now supports 26 children in 
Central Iowa and has sponsored a 
total of 32 children to date. Board 
members and sponsors pay all 
operating and benefit expenses 
so that 100 percent of donations 
go directly to help their sponsored 
children.

For more information about 
Tori’s Angels or to request an ap-
plication for support, contact Bill 
Ridgley at bridgley@netins.net or 
712-249-6423.

A Christmas tree at the Pan-
ora Church of the Brethren 
is decorated with encourag-
ing messages for the Tori’s 
Angels kids. 

A tree decorated by Hen-
ry and Tara Knapp fea-
tures a moving toy train. 

Decorated trees glimmer inside 
the Panora Church of the Breth-
ren during their Annual Festival 
of Trees on Saturday, December 2 
and Sunday, December 3. 

Members of the Panorama High School 
Choir sing at the Panora Church of the 
Brethren Festival of Trees on December 3. 

PHOTOS BY AMANDA GIRRES | GUTHRIE COUNTY VEDETTE

The new gospel quartet 4 N’ A Chord performs at the Panora 
Church of the Brethren Festival of Trees on December 3. 

P44 performs at the Panora Church of the 
Brethren Festival of Trees on December 3. 
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investgcsb.com

Lake Panorama 
Realty Presents:

Select Lake Panorama 
Association Lots For Sale

Lake Panorama Realty  
505 E. Main Street Panora  |  641-755-3276  |  www.lakepanoramarealty.com

Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Iowa

IF YOU’VE BEEN WONDERING 
WHAT THESE SIGNS WERE...

If you are interested in a Lake Panorama Association Lot and do not 
see it on the list, please call for more information.

These special signs are placed throughout Lake Panorama 
on lots that are owned by the Lake Association and have 
been selected for sale. For a complete list of these lots, 

please contact Lake Panorama Realty for more information. 
All currently listed lots can be found on 

www.lakepanoramareatly.com

Santa’s lap and smiled for the 
camera. 

“Are you on the awesome 
list?,” Santa asked the young 
girl dressed in gold sparkles. 

Two-year-old Ellis Reinhart 
wasn’t as sure about the big 
guy in the red suit, keeping 
her distance and an eye on 
the jolly old fella. 

George and Judy Knapp with 
children Sky, Tessa, Connor and 

Bridgette loaded plates full of 
pancakes. 

Sky and Tessa dressed their 
hot cakes up with whip top-
ping and sprinkles. 

“I think 1,440 by 10:00,” said 
Mike Ketelsen, who again this 
year volunteered to flip pan-
cakes.  

He estimated another 450 
of the fluffy cakes made it to 
plates, along with some tasty 
sausage, throughout the event. 

“Are you ready?” he asked, 
then tossed a few cakes in the 
air as a young boy got his plate 

ready to catch his breakfast. 
Inside the workshop, kids 

made Christmas ornaments 
and wrote letters to Santa. Vol-
unteer Chris Hastings helped 
kids fill Christmas trees with 
sand. 

“What color do you need?” 
he said. “Let me help you.” 

The event continues to grow 
each year as organizers esti-
mated over 300 attended this 
year’s breakfast and workshop. 

“Just a great event,” said 
chamber member Maureen 
Lubeck.

SANTA
FROM PAGE 1A

An estimated 1,658 pancakes were served at the Panora community center Saturday morn-
ing during the Panora Chamber’s annual Breakfast with Santa and Friends and Workshop 
event. 

Visiting with Santa and his Elf during San-
ta’s Breakfast with Friends and Workshop in 
Panora on Saturday, Dec. 2 are Guinevere and 
Donovan Wetzel of Linden. 

Sky (left) and Tessa (right) Knapp dress 
up their pancakes with whip cream and 
sprinkles during Breakfast with Santa and 
Friends at the community building in Pan-
ora on Saturday, Dec. 2. An estimated 300 
visitors enjoyed breakfast and participated 
in Santa’s workshop with holiday crafts 
and activities in Vet’s Auditorium. 
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PANORAMA WEST UPGRADES MOVING FORWARD

By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

At its November 28 meeting, 
the Lake Panorama Association 
board of directors received a task 
force report on using the $473,000 
James and Joyce McLuen estate 
gift to improve the Panorama 
West golf course. Jan Reinicke, 
president of the Friends of Lake 
Panorama board of directors, 
presented the report. 

Reinicke started by outlining 
the process taken to gather input. 
A meeting was held September 
11 for those who wanted to offer 
suggestions in person. Represen-
tatives of each of the three Pan-
orama West golf leagues made 
presentations, sharing ideas 
gathered from league meetings 
where members discussed op-
tions. More than 40 people sub-
mitted ideas by leaving cards or 
survey forms in a suggestion box. 

On September 27, three Iowa 
State University turfgrass spe-
cialists toured the golf course, 
reviewed the list of suggestions 
made, and provided feedback. 
Later that day, a task force made 
up of three representatives each 
from the Friends of Lake Pan-
orama board of directors and the 
Lake Panorama National board 
of managers held its first meet-
ing. A second meeting was held 
November 14. 

Task force members represent-
ing the LPN were Dave Grein-
er, Mary Hills and Julie Wykoff. 
Members representing Friends 
were Dave Furbush, Kim Lubeck 
and Emily Spradling. Also par-
ticipating in the process were 
Brandon Waddle, course super-
intendent; Maureen Lubeck, pro 
shop manager; John Dinnebier, 
LPN director of operations; and 
Susan Thompson, Friends ex-
ecutive director. 

Reinicke told the LPA board 
recommendations by the task 
force were prioritized based on 
membership input. She reviewed 
the task force report, which LPA 
board members had received 
in advance. 

The top six task force recom-
mendations included plans for 
new irrigation, additional con-
crete cart paths, new signage and 
tee box amenities, landscaping 
around the clubhouse, improv-
ing turf condition on tee boxes 
and fairways, and replacing sand 
bunkers with grass bunkers. 

Reinicke closed her presen-
tation by saying these planned 

improvements at Panorama West 
will result in a better golf course, 
and should lead to more mem-
berships, more green fees and 
more outings to help increase 
revenues for the operation. 

After discussion, the LPA board 
voted to defer a decision on bun-
kers, and approved all other rec-
ommendations. Friends of Lake 
Panorama now is moving for-
ward to plan and finance the 
five priority items approved by 
the LPA board. 

Irrigation was suggested by 
the membership more than any 
other project. It also is the most 
expensive project considered by 
the task force. The current sys-
tem, which is used to water only 
tees and greens, is 45 years old. A 
new pump, irrigation lines, heads 
and control system are needed. 

An irrigation system plan now 
is being developed and bids will 
be sought after the plan is ap-
proved. It’s anticipated the plan-
ning and bidding process will 
be completed by mid-February, 
and construction will take place 
in 2018. 

Cart paths are the second pri-
ority, and the second most ex-
pensive project. Paths to par-4 
tee boxes currently are rock or 
dirt. Existing concrete paths are 
adjacent to the par-3 tee box-
es on holes #1 and #4. The task 
force report stated additional 
concrete paths would improve 
the appearance and condition 
of the course, plus reduce main-
tenance costs. Once the irriga-
tion cost is established, the task 
force and LPN staff will decide 
where cart paths will be added.

New signage and tee box 
amenities were next on the 
task force’s priority list. Current 
wooden signs on the par-3 tee 
boxes list only back tee yard-
ages, not forward tee yardages. 
There are no signs on the par-
4 tee boxes. Signs are needed 
in six locations to help players 
find desired tee boxes. In-ground 
yardage markers are lacking in 
some locations. Existing trash 
cans and ball washers are old 
and mismatched. 

The task force report stated 
new signs and tee box ameni-
ties would have an immediate 
impact on the beautification of 
Panorama West. Following the 
LPA board’s approval, new signs, 
yardage markers, ball washers 
and trash receptacles were or-
dered. Installation of these items 
will be in 2018, and based on the 

timing of other projects. 
The clubhouse needs to be 

an attractive and welcoming 
venue, with low maintenance 
landscaping. Current plantings 
were installed 20 years ago. Land-
scaping around the complete 
perimeter of the clubhouse now 
is scheduled for spring.

Junipers and other undesir-
able plants will be removed, and 
some existing shrubs trimmed. 
Then up to 40 new shrubs and 
80 perennials will be added to 
the landscaping beds. To rec-
ognize the generous estate gift 
from the McLuens, a plaque will 
be incorporated into the land-
scaped bed near the clubhouse 
entrance. 

The fifth priority project is 
to use McLuen funds over the 
next three years to improve turf 
conditions of fairways and tees. 
Currently greens are aerified an-
nually, and the greens turf is in 
excellent condition. The turf on 
tees and fairways is of poor qual-
ity, with a significant amount of 
clover and crabgrass. 

Fairways and tees will be aeri-
fied, seeded and fertilized in fall 
2018. Money will be set aside for 
additional seed, fertilizer and 
weed control on fairways and 
tees in 2019 and 2020. This will 
be on top of the existing Pan-
orama West annual operating 
budget. This project will result 
in turf conditions on fairways 
and tees that are more drought-
tolerant and disease-resistant.

The task force recommenda-
tion included two other items. 
There are 60 ash trees on the 
course. Ten of those are being 
treated annually in an effort to 
save them, but it’s expected at 
least 50 will die in the coming 
years. In addition, other trees 

on the course are overgrown or 
in poor condition. Areas where 
new trees are desired have been 
identified. 

If funds from the McLuen gift 
remain after the five high priority 
projects are complete, some trees 
could be purchased. This is an 
area where individuals and golf 
leagues also could donate either 
cash or trees through Friends of 
Lake Panorama to help beautify 
the golf course. 

Finally, the Panorama West 
Golf Course has never been 
rated to determine distance 
and slope. This information is 
needed before rounds played 
on the course can be used to 
establish and maintain an offi-
cial handicap through the GHIN  
(Golf Handicap and Information 
Network) program. 

Once major course improve-
ments are complete, a team from 
the Iowa Golf Association (IGA) 
can rate the course. There is no 
cost for this IGA service, since 
Panorama West operates under 
LPN management. This infor-
mation would be incorporated 
when new scorecards are printed. 

Since the LPA board asked the 
issue of sand traps be revisited, 
Friends of Lake Panorama has 
handed off this topic to the LPN. 
The LPN board of managers and 
staff reviews facility needs annu-
ally as part of its capital budget 
request to LPA. 

are made in the last few 
weeks of the year. “As we 
approach the end of 2017, 
we want to remind those who 
support our goal of improv-
ing recreational amenities at 
Lake Panorama to consider 
making a tax-deductible do-
nation,” Reinicke says. 

Friends raised $75,000 for 
the Boulder Beach sports 
courts project, which is be-
ing matched by the Lake Pan-
orama Association. The LPA 
maintenance staff handled 
site preparation for the courts 
this fall. There will be a single 
tennis court, two pickleball 
courts and a single basket-
ball court. The courts will 
be fenced and feature Pow-
erGame sport surface tiles. 
Depending on spring weather 
conditions, construction is 
planned for April, with the 
courts open for play in May. 

Donations for the sports 
courts project will be ac-
cepted until May 2018. Any 
final donations will be spent 
on additional expenses such 
as benches and signage. A 
sign listing donors of $500 or 
more will be installed near 
the project. 

Besides the Boulder Beach 
sports courts fund, donations 
can be made to four other 
funds or a combination of 
funds. There is a general fund, 
plus funds for Shady Beach 
and Sunset Beach. There is 
a Golf Course Beautification 

fund, which allows donors to 
choose either Lake Panorama 
National or Panorama West. 
Money donated to this fund 
could be used for golf course 
landscaping, trees, sand trap 
improvements, pond riprap 
and benches. 

Donors of $500 or more are 
recognized on the Friends web-
site. All donors receive a let-
ter of thanks as their receipt.

Donations can be made in 
someone’s memory or in hon-
or of someone. For donations 
by check, clip the “coupon” 
from the full-page ad in the 
December Lake Panorama 
Times and mail it with a check 
to PO Box 488, Panora, Iowa, 
50216. Or a donation form is 
available on the Friends web-
site. Donations also can be 
accepted electronically on 
the website at www.friend-
soflakepanorama.org.

Donations of securities 
(stocks, mutual funds, etc.) 
are welcome, and will be 
sold once transferred, with 
the proceeds deposited into 
the Friends bank account. A 
securities account has been 
established with GCSB In-
vestment Center in Panora. 
Contact Kristen Crouthamel 
at kcrouthamel@ibasecuri-
ties.com.

Besides Reinicke, other vol-
unteer members of the Friends 
board are Dave Furbush, Kim 
Lubeck, Bob McCleeary, Jody 
Muench, Emily Spradling and 
Tricia Steffen. Susan Thomp-
son is executive director. 

Email questions to staff@
friendsoflakepanorama.org.

FRIENDS
FROM PAGE 1A

OUTDOORS

Join a First Day Hike 
at Springbrook State Park

Join the staff and friends of 
Springbrook State Park on a free, 
guided hike on New Year’s Day. 
Hikers can meet at 10:00 am at 
the campground gazebo for a 
2-3 mile hike led by park staff.

“This is the seventh year the 
DNR is hosting First Day Hikes 
as part of an effort to get peo-
ple outdoors and into our state 
parks,” says Todd Coffelt, chief 
of the DNR State Parks Bureau. 
“These hikes are a great way to 
get outside, exercise, enjoy na-
ture and welcome the New Year 
with friends and family.”

Last year, more than 1,200 peo-
ple began the year in an Iowa 
state park, hiking more than 1,100 
total miles. This year, 25 state 
parks will host First Day Hikes.

Hikers can expect to be sur-
rounded by the quiet beauty of 
nature in winter, and experience 
spectacular views, beautiful set-
tings and the cultural treasures 
offered by Iowa’s state parks. 

At Springbrook State Park, hik-
ers will journey through time, 
beginning in the present and 
hiking back in time until they 
reach the Ice Age. There will be 
stops along the way as they ex-

plore historically and geologically 
significant sites within the park.

Springbrook State Park is lo-
cated at 2437 160th Road, Guth-
rie Center.

For details about First Day 

Hikes in Iowa’s State Parks, visit 
www.iowadnr.gov/firstdayhikes. 
Participants are encouraged to 
share their adventures on social 
media with #FirstDayHikes and 
#iowastateparks.

Your Friends ...
Your Neighbors ...
Your Newspaper

Join Us for 
Bowl Games

This bowl season come to the 
LPN and cheer on both Iowa and 
Iowa State football. Iowa will face 
Boston College December 27 at 
4:15 p.m. in the Pinstripe Bowl. 
On December 30, at 11:30 a.m., 
Iowa State will play Memphis 

in the Liberty Bowl. 
The Links will have the tele-

visions on with food and drink 
specials during each game. 
Come dressed in your team 
colors to cheer on your favorite 
team at the Links! 
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An early December view from lakefront on the west side of Lake Panorama. 

A view from Lake Panorama on  Sunday, December 3, 2017. 

A small whitetail buck is tucked away between some trees along the westside of Lake Pan-
orama on Sunday, Dec. 3. 

A small doe watches a pair of walkers along the westside of Lake Panorama on Sunday, De-
cember 3. 

(TOP)
Unseasonably balmy weather saw a woman and her dog 
kayak across Lake Panorama on the afternoon of Satur-
day, December 2. Temperatues of 50-degrees were recorded 
across the state that week as they shifted from a low of 10 
degrees on Nov. 22, according to National Weather Service 
data. The first week of December saw temperatures that av-
erage about 14 degrees above what is normally expected 
this time of year. 

DECEMBER LAKE VIEWS
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Henry A. Wallace Country Life Center
2773 290th Street, Orient • 641-337-5019 • www.wallace.org

Gathering Table Open Fridays!

LUNCH: 11 am - 1 pm
Walk-ins or Reservations welcome

DINNER: 5:30 - 8 pm
Reservations requested by 3 pm

One of Travel Iowa’s “99 Restaurants to Try in Iowa”

–Amy Sivadge, Chef–

MWP SEEKING 
NOMINATIONS 
FOR TWO ANNUAL 
AWARDS
Recognizing excellence in 
leadership and highlighting 
the success of small business

Midwest Partnership EDC 
(MWP) wil l  present two 
awards—the Guy Powell Award 
and the Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award—at its Annual Dinner 
and is currently seeking nomi-
nations for each.

About the Guy Powell Award
Guy Powell, past president of 

Midwest Partnership EDC and 
active volunteer on the board 
of many other area organiza-
tions, was passionate about local 
and regional economic devel-
opment.  He was a strong be-
liever in the region’s potential. 
In recognition of his life-long 
dedication, commitment, and 
service, the Midwest Partner-
ship Development Corporation 
created the Guy Powell Award, 
and has been presenting it an-
nually since 2009. 

Businesses and individuals 
who are members of Midwest 
Partnership EDC are encouraged 
to nominate individuals who 
stand out as outstanding lead-
ers in this area of west central 
Iowa, particularly in the coun-
ties of Adair, Audubon, Greene 
and Guthrie, and who work to 

make it a more economically 
vital place to live, work, and play. 
Those submitting nominations 
should consider the vision, lead-
ership, courage and impact of 
the nominee and include a rec-
ommendation letter describing 
those qualities or examples of 
his or her leadership.

About the Entrepreneur of 
the Year Award

Since 2014, and as a part of 
the Regional Entrepreneurship 
Project, MWP has honored a 
local business owner with the 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 
The award is an opportunity 
to highlight the success of our 
small businesses in the region. 
Success can be defined as sig-
nificant increase in sales, se-
curing a large contract, innova-
tive process or entrepreneurial 
ideas that result in meaningful 
performance improvements in 
the firm. Success may be also 
from within the community, a 
positive workplace initiative, 
an example of community vol-
unteerism and/or can simply 
be a unique product or service 
offering.

Nominees must be businesses 
based in Adair, Audubon, Greene 
or Guthrie County; and can be 
employees, owners and/or man-
agement teams who demon-
strate some level of entrepre-
neurial success with their area 
firm. Self-nominations are ac-
cepted. Judging will be based on 
specific achievements, as well 
as impact to the region at-large, 
company employees, custom-
ers, and other area businesses. 
Those submitting nominations 
should include a recommenda-
tion letter describing the suc-
cess of the nominee.

The nomination forms for 
both awards can be found on 
the Midwest Partnership website 
(About Us > Annual Awards); 
www.midwestpartnership.com 
and can be completed and sent 
back to Sarah Gomez at sgo-
mez@midwestpartnership.
com, faxed to (515) 523-1397, 
or mailed to PO Box 537, Stuart, 
Iowa 50250.  The nomination 
deadline is Friday, January 5.

Awards will be announced 
at the MWP Annual Dinner on 
January 25th, 2018 at the Lake 
Panorama National Resort & 
Conference Center in Panora.

About Midwest Partnership 
EDC

Midwest Partnership EDC is 
the non-profit, collaborative 
economic development orga-
nization formed to strengthen 
the economic vitality of the com-
munities within Adair, Audubon, 
Greene, and Guthrie counties, 
as the region’s leading facilita-
tor for the retention, expansion 
and attraction of business to 
create jobs and improve qual-
ity of life in West Central Iowa.

Your Friends ...
Your Neighbors ...
Your Newspaper
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Visit our website at:  
www.halburenterprises.com 

Winter 
 Discounts  

Now in  
Effect on all  

Grain Bins and 
Equipment! 

Your Friends ...
Your Neighbors ...
Your Newspaper

LAKE PANORAMA 
ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING

OCTOBER 24, 2017
LAKE PANORAMA 

ASSOCIATION OFFICE

The Lake Panorama As-
sociation Board of Direc-
tors met October 24, 2017, 
at 5 p.m. at the Lake Pan-
orama Association Office. 
Board members present 
were Larry Babcock, Mary 
Jane Carothers, Gary Evans, 
Tom Jeschke, Mindy Larsen 
Poldberg, Charles Schnack, 
and Jim Spradling. 

LPA Staff present: Brad 
Halterman, Danna Kram-
beer and John Rutledge

LPN Staff present: John 
Dinnebier

Visitors present: Amy John-
son, LPA Member

President Spradling called 
the meeting to order at 5 p.m.

Spradling moved Items 5a, 
5b, 5c, and 5d to the con-
sent agenda. All four items 
were variance requests rec-
ommended by the Building 
Codes Committee. 

Agenda Item 1 – Approval 
of the Agenda. Evans moved 
to approve the agenda as 
amended. Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 2 – Open Fo-
rum. Amy Johnson explained 
the variance request for her 
property at 6868 Panorama 
Drive, to allow a detached 
garage to be built 30’ from 
the front lot pin. This is a 
5’ variance request and will 
allow this garage to match 
the others in the area, which 
were built when the setback 
was 25’ from the front lot pin.

Agenda Item 3 – Consent 
Agenda. Jeschke moved to 
approve the consent agenda 
as amended. Motion sec-
onded, carried unanimously.

Consent agenda to include: 
a) LPA General Manager’s 

Report 
b) Approval of minutes 

from 09.26.2017 LPA Board 
Meeting  

c) Acceptance of the 
09.30.2017 LPA LPN Con-
solidated Financial State-
ments

d) Accept 10.09.2017 LPA 
Building Code Committee 
Minutes

e) Agenda Item 5a - Vari-
ance request for Amy John-
son, lot 214 

Motion to grant a five-foot 
variance regarding the road-
way setback for lot 214 to 
save the trees, the driveway 
and because of the fact that 
there were other garages in 
the area the same distance 
from the road.  

f) Agenda Item 5b - Vari-
ance request by Mitchel and 
Karen Groves, lots 2384 & 
2385 

Motion to grant a variance 
to lots 2384 & 2385 for a 
4/12 roof pitch on the front 
entry only, for architectur-
al purposes. Remainder of 
roof pitches shall conform 
to building codes.

g) Agenda Item 5c – Vari-
ance request by Mike and 
Vicki Lauzon, Lot 14

Motion to grant an eight-
foot variance regarding the 
roadway setback for the con-
struction of a storage shed 
on lot 14, so the shed will 
match the setback of the 
existing home.

h) Agenda Item 5d – Eric 
and Temple, lots 435 & 436

Motion to grant a variance 
to lots 435 and 436 for a 
4/12 roof pitch on the front 
entry only, for architectural 
purposes. Remainder of the 
roof pitches shall conform 
to building codes.

Agenda Item 4a – LPN, 
LLC Board of Managers’ 
report. Acceptance of Sep-
tember 19, 2017 LPN, LLC 
Board of Managers’ minutes.

Carothers moved to ac-
cept the September 19, 2017 
LPN, LLC Board of Managers’ 
minutes. Motion seconded. 

Jeschke asked for more 
detail on items in the minutes. 
This item will be discussed 
at the next joint meeting with 
the two boards. 

Motion carried unani-
mously.

Agenda Item 4b – 2018 
Board of Managers ap-
pointments

The terms of Dave Greiner 
and Kane Powell will expire 
on 12/31/17. Greiner was ap-
pointed to fill the unexpired 
term of Ann Appleseth on 
March 28, 2017 and is willing 
to continue. Powell is com-
pleting his initial term and has 
respectfully declined consid-
eration for reappointment. 

Evans moved to approve 
the reappointment of Dave 
Greiner. Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously.

The LPN Board of Manag-
ers will bring possible candi-
dates for the other appoint-
ment and a decision will be 
made at the November meet-
ing. 

Agenda Item 4c – LPN, 
LLC 2018 Operational Bud-
get – Version Two

Dinnebier presented the 
LPN, LLC 2018 Operational 
Budget. Dinnebier highlighted 
projected revenue increase of 
5% for the conference center 
and for golf. The golf mem-
bership prices will increase 
for 2018 along with some new 
options for bundling member-
ships; golf, pool, fitness cen-
ter. Expenses are being held 
steady with a 2% increase of 
insurance cost, an increase 
in payroll expenses and IT 
for computer upgrades and 
replacements. The budget 
will result in a cash short-
age of $27,820. 

The LPA board will take 
action on the LPN opera-
tional budget after review of 
the LPA Operational Budget. 

Agenda Item 4d – LPN 
Board of Mangers proposal 
for a business consultant

The LPN, LLC Board of 
Managers is requesting the 
LPA pursue a professional 
guided strategic planning pro-
cess in 2017/2018, incorpo-
rating the use of a profes-
sional golf and resort strate-
gic planning consulting firm. 

Jeschke asked if the con-
sultant expense in the LPA 
2017 operational budget of 
$50,000 was to be used to 
review both LPA and LPN 
activities. No break down 
has been determined as to 
expense for each entity.

Board tabled the discus-
sion to future board meeting.

Agenda Item 4e – Cash 
flow review and projected 
requirements for remain-
der of 2017

Dinnebier reported that 
LPN, LLC will need assis-
tance to cash flow through 
November; December cash 
flow is expected to improve 
with early bird collections. 
Dinnebier is projecting a 
need of $20,000 to cash flow 
through the rest of 2017. Din-
nebier will keep Rutledge in-
formed of any need for cash 
advance.

Agenda Item 5e – Ap-
pointment to replace Larry 
Northup to building codes 
committee. 

Larry Northup has resigned 
from the building codes com-
mittee. A replacement ap-
pointment is needed.

General Manager is to bring 
recommendation to a future 
board meeting.

Agenda Item 5f – Lake 
Panorama Realty contract 
for 2018

LPA has used Lake Pan-
orama Realty as an exclusive 
realtor in 2015, 2016 and 2017. 
They have generated good 
sales for LPA and are also 
very effective at minimizing 
the amount of LPA admin-
istrative resources required 
to accommodate land sales.

LP Realty contacted Rut-
ledge to express their interest 
in continuing this relation-
ship for 2018, if no action is 
taken 30 days prior to year-
end, then the agreement will 
automatically renew.

Jeschke moved to continue 
the Exclusive Listing Agree-
ment with Lake Panorama 
Realty through 12/31/18. 
Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously.

Agenda Item 5g – Offer 
to purchase lot 6750

An offer has been received 
from Nick Capobianco for Lot 
6750. The offer is for $10,000 

and is subject to acceptable 
perc test and easement from 
LPA for septic line to run from 
6009 Tulip Court to this lot. 

Land Sales committee 
recommended $13,000 as 
counter offer. A fee of $300 
will be required for the ease-
ment.

Poldberg moved to counter 
the offer at $13,000 with LPA 
providing the easement for 
an additional cost of $300. 
Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously.

Agenda Item 6a – LPA 
2018 Budget

 i) LPA Operational 
Budget – Version One

     Rutledge reviewed 
the proposed 2018 Opera-
tional Budget. 

    Revenue Items: Dues 
increase of 5%, no increase 
of boat sticker cost or camp-
ing fees.

No increase in the 2018 
water rates (subject to re-
visitation by board if water 
infrastructure project is pur-
sued). 

Farm Income (CRP) for 2018 
will return to the normal yearly 
amount of $74,881. 

Expense Items: General 
Insurance rates remained 
steady for 2018. Dam De-
partment includes    $30,000 
for permitting work in 2018 
for repairs to be completed 
in 2019. 

 ii) LPA Capital Bud-
get – Version Two

Capital Budget – Pro-
posed 2018 budget and 
review of five-year pro-
jection

Rutledge reviewed the LPA 
Five Year Capital Budget Pro-
jection by department, high-
lighting   purchases which 
may be financed and pur-
chases which come from the 
cash flow of the operational 
budget from non-cash items, 
primarily depreciation. 

Discussion was held on the 
projected 2018 capital budget 
for both the LPA and LPN, 
including the proposed shop 
and location of the shop. Je-
schke requested an elevator 
for LPN be researched for 
a future capital investment. 

Jeschke moved to approve 
the 2018 LPA operational and 

2018 LPA capital budget as 
proposed.  Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously.

Board further discussed 
the LPN Operational Budget. 

Schnack moved to approve 
the LPN Operational Budget, 
but to also apply a $65,000 
reduction in the 2018 LPA 
capital expenditures assigned 
to benefit LPN, LLC facili-
ties. In light of the budgeted 
loss, LPN will receive only 
funding for geothermal up-
grades in 2018. If there is an 
emergency capital need or 
safety concern, LPA board 
will provide necessary fund-
ing. Motion seconded, car-
ried unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item 6b – LPA 

Board goals and objectives
Spradling presented the 

Board goals. 

Carothers moved to ap-
prove the goals as submit-
ted. Motion seconded, car-
ried unanimously.

Agenda Item 7 – Other 
Business –

7a – Septic Easement for 
Shawn Foy 

Shawn Foy owns lot 647 
which does not adequately 
perc. Foy also owns two va-
cant lots across the road, 
which do perc. Foy is request-
ing a septic easement to run 
under the road.

Jeschke moved to approve 
an easement for septic line 
to be bored under the road 
from lot 647 to lot 6499; fee 
for easement will be $300. 
Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously. 

Rutledge informed the 
board he is working on the 
survey and the education for 
the survey questions. Work 
continues to progress and 
will be sent to the board. 

Agenda Item 8 – Closed 
Session. No items for closed 
session.  

With no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned 
at 7:50 p.m.

Danna Krambeer,
Recording Secretary

Mindy Larsen Poldberg,
Board Secretary
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Celebrate  
Friends of Lake Panorama’s 

Fourth Anniversary!
Thanks to everyone who helped make this celebration a reality by 
supporting Friends of Lake Panorama during the last four years. 

December 2013 – Friends Board of Directors formed 
January 2014 – Application for nonprofit status filed with the IRS
July 2014 – IRS approves Friends as a 501(c)3 nonprofit charity
October 2014 – Fundraising begins with two priority projects - Sunset 
Beach Playground & LPN Sports Courts 
December 2014 – Donations total $35,000
June 2015 – Friends board votes to focus on Sunset playground 
October 2015 – Sunset Beach Playground donations at $30,000; LPA 
board approves $50,000 donation if Friends raises another $50,000
May 2016 – Beach Ball fundraiser helps Friends reach its $80,000 goal 

July 2016 – Sunset Beach playground completed 
October 2016 – LPA board approves $50,000 Sports Courts donation 
if Friends raises $50,000 
January 2017 – Sports Courts donations total $50,000
May 2017 – Beach Ball fundraiser helps Friends reach its $75,000 
Sports Courts goal; LPA board agrees to a $75,000 match
August 2017 – Friends receives $473,000 estate gift from James & 
Joyce McLuen for Panorama West Golf Course
October 2017 – LPA staff completes Sports Courts site preparation; 
construction in April 2018  

LPA maintenance staff handled site preparation for the new sports courts at Boulder Beach. The courts will include a single tennis 
court, two pickleball courts and a single basketball court. The courts will be fenced and feature PowerGame sport surface tiles. 
Construction is planned in April 2018, with the courts open for play in May 2018. 

SPONSOR - $50,000 AND UP 
Lake Panorama Association

CHAMPION - $25,000 – $49,999
Mark & Karen Einck 

BENEFACTOR - $5,000 - $9,999
Dick & Carolyn Koberg 

STEWARD - $1,000 - $4,999
Larry Babcock & Susan Thompson 
David & Mary Butterwick  
Davis Equipment/Turfwerks, Paul 

Z. Davis Family  

Bill & Karen Eby 

Todd & Amy Foje  

Dave & Kimberley Furbush  

Kurt & Joyce Johnson 

Scott Johnson & Julia Lawler 

Dr. Robert & Nancy McCleeary 

Barry Monaghan & Nancy Peters 

Steve & Danielle Navarro 

Todd & Maureen Plumb 

Jan & Lynn Reinicke 

Russell & Susan Sanders 

Jim & Emily Spradling 

Jim & Dee Tometich 

Dan & Gretchen Wilhelmi -  
In Memory of Rick Motsick  
& In Memory of Bill Deal 

Larry & Julie Wykoff 

FRIEND - $500 - $999

In Memory of Bruce & Naomi Barks 

William & Judy Boorn 

Marc & Julie Clausen  

John & Marilyn Coghlan

Delta Dental of Iowa & Delta Dental 
of Iowa Foundation, In Memory 
of Lynn Reinicke 

Dwight & Brenda Dinkla  

Donald & Helen Gerber 

Dr. Mark C. Menadue

Jay & Sue Merryman 

Merlin & Jody Muench  

Ken & Sue Nelson 

Bruce & Marcia Roenfeld

Steven Rottler

Frank & Sandi Teale 

Evan & Annette Varley 

Dr. Mike & Nancy Wells 

Neil & Jolene Wright

Donations of securities (stocks, mutual 
funds, etc.) are welcome. 
For information, contact Kristen Crouthamel 
at 641-755-2799 or  
kcrouthamel@ibasecurities.com. 

Donations can be made by credit 
card on the Friends website: 
friendsoflakepanorama.org.

Questions? Contact Susan Thompson, 
515-240-6536, or  
staff@friendsoflakepanorama.org.

All contributions to Friends of Lake Panorama are tax deductible. To donate by check, make 
it payable to Friends of Lake Panorama. Complete this coupon and mail it, along with your check, to: 
Friends of Lake Panorama, PO Box 488, Panora, IA 50216. 

____ YES, I want to support recreational amenities at Lake Panorama! 

Donor Name/Names: ____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________

My gift is in Memory of or Honor of: ________________________________________________

For Friends updates, please provide email: __________________________________________

Let us know where to direct your charitable contribution by circling one or more of the 
five funds below. If choosing more than one, explain how to divide your donation. Money 
donated will be used for targeted projects approved by the Friends board.

Boulder Beach Sports Courts

Shady Beach

Sunset Beach

Friends General Fund

Golf Course Beautification – Lake Panorama National or Panorama West

Donations large and small helped Friends reach this $150,000 fundraising goal. Although it’s only possible for us to recognize 
donors of $500 or more on a sign installed near the sports courts, we want to take this opportunity to recognize the contributions 
of everyone who aided the success of this project. Friends will continue to accept donations for the sports courts project until May 
2018, which will help pay for additional expenses such as benches and signage. Current donors of $500 or more are: 
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