
New LPN 
board 
organizes,  
gets to work

Playground 
donations 
surpass 
$40,000 mark 
By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

Donations to the Friends of Lake Panorama 
in support of a new playground at Sunset Beach 
now stand at more than $40,000. The first $30,000 
was raised in late 2014 and through August of 
this year. 

In mid-November, a special mailing to LPA 
members announced the nonprofit Friends group 
is working to raise an additional $50,000. The 
Lake Panorama Association board has pledged 
to match that amount if the money is raised by 
August 1, 2016. 

So far, the mailing has brought in about $10,000. 
Lake Panorama Realty donated $2,500. Dave 
Wagler, a broker and Realtor with Lake Pan-
orama Realty, says he and real estate agent 
Laura Kemble decided to make this donation 
for several reasons. 

By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

The new Lake Panorama National Board of 
Managers has met four times, elected officers, 
formed three ad-hoc committees and is start-
ing to make recommendations. 

The Lake Panorama Association Board of 
Directors this fall created the new LPN board 
and appointed its seven members. The LPA 
has owned the LPN golf course since 1977. It 
purchased the LPN conference center in 2005, 
and established a legal corporate entity known 
as “LPN, LLC” to manage the wholly owned 
subsidiary. 

Keeping the LPA and LPN, LLC operations 
separate protects the LPA’s 501(c)4 nonprofit 
status. And it means the LPA board’s involve-
ment in the LPN, LLC management should be 
limited to broad overviews. 

Brice Oakley is president of the new board, 
with Kane Powell as vice president, and Julie 
Wykoff as secretary-treasurer. Other board 
members are Ann Appleseth, Katelyn Brels-
ford, Dave Butterwick and Mark Juhl. 
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LABOR OF LOVE
Lake Panorama home sparkles inside  

and out during Christmas season

There are 31 trees — 10 big ones. 
There are 92 Byers’ dolls. And that’s 
just the stuff Tallman counts.

The overall effect can be over-
whelming, and it’s a huge commit-
ment each year for Tallman, who 
starts decorating in September — 
she really should start earlier, she 
admits — and leaves everything up 
until February before she spends 
about two months taking every-
thing down and packing it all up 

in an 800-foot storage area in the 
basement. Last she counted, Tall-
man said, she fills almost 70 stor-
age totes with decorations.

Her love of Christmas started 
early, with her mother, Isabel Ay-
ala, who in Fort Dodge raised Tall-
man and seven other kids — two 
of whom she took in. There was 
never much money or any extras, 
Tallman recalled. Family members 
hung up their own wool stockings 

each year, and they were duly filled 
with fruit and a little candy. There 
were no gifts, but each year, Ayala 
made a huge pan of bread pud-
ding, with day-old bread, cinna-
mon sticks and cheese. The fam-

ily would eat it all day. That, and 
Tallman’s godmother’s tamales, are 
some of her favorite memories of 
Christmas.

By REBECCA MCKINSEY   |   Lake Times staff

The impact hits you as soon as you walk in 

the front door. Mary Tallman loves Christmas 

— and you can see it in her home.
The living room, dining room and kitchen are all lavishly decorated 

for the season, but it doesn’t stop there. Walk through her 

bedrooms, her bathrooms, her laundry room and her basement — 

every single room is decked out to the nines for Christmas.
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Towne Centre
Cabinetry

309 Chestnut
Atlantic

712-254-0204 Carolyn Masmar
Designer

Merry
Christmas!

H e re 's  a  H ig h lig h t  o f  W h a t  To w n e  C e n t re  C a b in e t r y  C a n  O f fe r  Yo u :
• Iowa Made Woodharbor Custom Cabinetry • Woodharbor Breeze Value Cabinetry • Over 11 years of design experience

• Work with you in your home or at my showroom • Countertop offerings: Granite, Quartz, Solid Surface 
• Variety of hardware choices

Get a woman's touch! Call for appointment today!

Carolyn Masmar

Towne CentreCabinetry
309 Chestnut, Atlantic

712-254-0204

Carolyn Masmar
DesignerOpen floor plan of

Kelly and Tammy Wise

Offi ce: 641-954-0615 • Cell: 712-254-0204
cmasmar@gmail.com

Towne Centre
Cabinetry

309 Chestnut, Atlantic
712-254-0204

Carolyn Masmar
Designer

Bring your home
to life.

Celebrating Our 10 Year Anniversary
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Or current resident

The home of Jason and Lisa Grossman at 6505 
Oak Tree at Lake Panorama has holiday sparkle. 

Every room in Mary Tallman’s home is 
decked out to the nines for Christmas.

Mary Tallman loves decorating with stockings in her Lake Pan-
orama home, which is transformed each year for Christmas.

TALLMAN, Page 2A
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Now, Tallman’s 16-year-old 
grandson, Trevor, who lives in 
Des Moines, loves tamales, too.

Tallman’s interest in decorat-
ing for Christmas began when 
she was 16 and had 50 cents in 
her pocket from babysitting.

She’d planned on using the 
money to pay for a hamburger 
and Coke with friends, but she 
passed a downtown Fort Dodge 
storefront with a decorated Na-
tional Potteries cookie jar in the 
window — for 50 cents — and 
she had to have it.

She didn’t end up getting the 
burger, but she still has the cook-
ie jar — as well as four matching 
ones she found decades later in 
Colorado, California and Wash-
ington, D.C.

And it grew from there.
Trees sparkle throughout Tall-

man’s home, but they’re far from 
the only decorations she uses. 
Santa figurines are everywhere 
— some of them have walking 
sticks with Santa’s face carved 
in. Tallman loves the little Santa 
figurines best, though, saying 
they all have different person-
alities.

There are bulb trees. Victorian 
trees. Wilderness trees. A pear 
tree, an angel tree, a Santa tree, 
a cardinal tree and a musical 
tree — the latter is getting worn 
out because she winds up the 
musical bulbs so often.

There’s a large, colorful, 
cheerful tree decorated spe-
cially for Tallman’s 8-year-old 
granddaughter, Marisa, who 
has Down syndrome and was 
recently diagnosed with leu-
kemia. The young girl lives in 
Des Moines and loves seeing 
her tree when she visits.

Tallman’s collections vary, 
from Spode and Waterford pieces 
to Thomas Kinkade and Chris-
topher Radko Santa ornaments. 
There are clay trees she molded, 
painted and decorated, and a 
nativity set whose pieces she 
cleaned and painted — both 
in the ’70s. Antique bulbs are 
piled in crystal dishes because 
they’re too fragile to hang. One 
tree sports a small, beaded angel, 
a souvenir from her daughter 
Tisha’s trip to Africa.

“There’s a lot of history in my 

decorating,” Tallman said.
Tisha’s hand is evident in the 

house as well. She is a judge who 
lives in Decatur, Georgia, and 
she’s also an artist. Her draw-
ings are displayed through the 
house. One depicts Tallman’s 
mother, who died at 39; another 
shows Marisa’s young face, and 
yet another portrays Mahatma 
Gandhi.

It’s not all visual, though — 
Tallman also has Christmas mu-
sic playing in the background. 
She likes a variety, from instru-
mental piano music to Barbra 
Streisand.

Putting this display together 
each year is definitely a labor 
of love, Tallman said. In addi-
tion to having bought her first 
decoration at 16, she also looks 
back at her time spent working 
in a TV and radio parts factory 
and believes that helped build 
her interest in detail work.

“If you aren’t a person that 
likes small, intricate work, it’s 
not for you,” she said. “You have 
to love it.”

Later, when she worked in re-
tail in Des Moines, she always 
volunteered to decorate the 
shops for Christmas.

“I thought, ‘I think I have 
something here — I love detail 
work, and I love Christmas,’” 
Tallman recalled.

TALLMAN
FROM Page 1A

But, she added, it goes back 
further than that.

“My mom was the guid-
ing force,” she sa id. “We 
l o v e d  C h r i s t m a s ,  e v e n 
t hough we had so l it t le.” 
She recalled one Christmas 
when they were able to have a 
few Christmas lights — probably 
no more than a single strand.

“I swear, the whole house lit 
up,” she said.

Now, the brightly decorated 
home reminds her each year of 
her mother’s love for Christmas, 

during a time when there was 
no money for decorations.

Tallman and her husband, 
John, who have been married 
for more than 50 years, moved to 
Panora from Des Moines about 
14 years ago. They picked Lake 
Panorama not for the boating or 
golf opportunities but because of 
the wildlife. Their Lake Panora-
ma home is special to the Tall-
mans; their son, Chris, built it.

The home provides a lovely 
setting for friends and family — 
including their three children 

The items Mary Tallman uses to adorn her Lake Panorama home each year include a nativ-
ity set she painted in the ‘70s.

Inside and out, Mary and John Tallman’s Lake Panorama 
home receives a makeover during the Christmas season.

One of Mary Tallman’s 31 Christmas trees is decorated in 
bright, cheery colors for Tallman’s 8-year-old granddaughter 
Marisa, who recently was diagnosed with leukemia.

Snowmen are the theme 
of one of the bathrooms in 
Mary Tallman’s home.

and grandchildren — to visit.
And for Tallman, who grew up 

going to church on Christmas 
and volunteering for Catholic 
organizations, Christmas — in-

cluding the decorating — has 
a deeper meaning.

“I like the bright lights and 
prettiness, but it’s more of a spiri-
tual journey for me,” she said.

Mary Tallman’s mother, Isa-
bel Ayala, inspired Tallman’s 
love of Christmas. Tallman’s 
daughter, Tisha, drew this 
portrait of the grandmother 
she never met.
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John McDermott, Licensed in Iowa
641-431-0042 • www.lakepanoramahomesforsale.com

Brokerage Offi ce 702 1st Avenue, Perry

i want to wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season. 
i would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of 

the people that have bought, listed, and given me referrals. 
it is you that make this business so worthwhile!!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. – John McDermott

4160 North Pole Ln - $ Best Offer
NEW LISTING! 824 bedroom, 5 story home in excellent 

condition, Large workshop, setup for reindeer, 
new furnace.



LAKE PANORAMA TIMES  |  DECEMBER 2015 Edition  |  page 3A

601 E Main St • Panora, IA • (641) 755-2213
panorahometownfoods.com

Like us on Facebook!

Celebrate The Season! We are your Holiday Headquarters!

WINE 
& 

LIQUOR

VEGGIE
&

MEAT
TRAYS

GIFT
BASKETS

GIFT
CARDS

322 State Street, Guthrie Center
641-332-CUTS (2887)
Like us on Facebook

The Place Your Hair 
Wants To Go!

Check Out What’s New 
In The Vault!

• Color • Highlights • Perms • Haircuts • Manicures 
• Pedicures • Permanent Makeup • Spray Tanning • Waxing

Open Monday-Saturday

Gift Certifi cates Make Great Gifts 
and Stocking Stuffers!

• FREE ESTIMATES • TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL  
• STORM CLEAN UP • TREE PLANTING

• Retaining Walls • Patios • Water Features • Planting
LICENSED • INSURED • EXPERIENCED • LOCAL REFERENCES

KAUTZKY TREE CARE LLC

Call Paul at 712-249-9725
KAUTZKY TREE CARE LLC

LICENSED • INSURED • EXPERIENCED • LOCAL REFERENCES

Call Paul at 712-249-9725
FREE ESTIMATES

• TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL
• STORM CLEAN UP • TREE PLANTING  

LANDSCAPING
• Retaining Walls • Patios • Water Features • PlantingASH TREE TREATMENT

Allen Family  
Chiropractic, PC

(641) 747-8247
108 N. 3rd St.,  
Guthrie Center

Insurance accepted 
including Medicare and 

Medicaid

Dr. Andrew W. Allen
Don’t live with pain!!

Allen Family Chiropractic, PC

Dr. Andrew W. Allen
108 N. 3rd St., Guthrie Center

Insurance accepted including Medicare and Medicaid

Providing Health Solutions Through Chiropractic Care
It’s Time For A Change - To Start Feeling Better!

Call 641-747-8247 Today

SPECIALIZING IN HIGH END FINISHES
-Including Smooth Wall

CDI Drywall INC.

Call Chad Cummings 515-391-1735

• New Construction • Remodels 
• Basements & Repairs

References Available

Coffee with the GM 
provides LPA updates

2016 LPN golf 
memberships 
now available

 Regular memberships are 
available to both LPA members 
and non-members. There is 
a significant “early bird” dis-
count available to those who 
pay in full by January 31. The 
membership application shows 
both the early bird rates and 
the regular rates for those who 
pay after January 31.

There is an additional in-
centive for members who pay 
in full by December 30. They 
will be entered into a drawing 
held the following day, with 
the grand prize being a Title-
ist driver with a retail value of 
$399. Three other prizes award-
ed will be a Titleist golf bag, 
a round of golf for four with 
carts and a $100 gift certificate 
to The Links.

The regular 2016 member-
ship application also has op-
tions for paying a trail fee for 
those with private carts they 
plan to use on the course, or a 
cart lease, which entitles the 
member to a seat on an LPN 
cart for the season. 

Other options on the mem-
bership form are cart storage, 
with just 10 spots available, 
driving range memberships, 
bag storage and a USGA handi-
cap. Anyone who plans to play 
in the LPN’s leagues and handi-
cap tournaments must pay the 
$28 handicap fee. 

Also in the mailing are forms 
for special memberships for 
those who were not LPN golf 
members in 2015. This promo-
tion gives golfers an opportu-
nity to try out an LPN annu-
al membership at a reduced 
price for one year. Distance 
memberships are for people 
who are not LPA members and 

who live more than 18 miles 
from the LPN. 

A partial list of 2015 tour-
naments, plus application 
forms for both men›s and 
women›s leagues at the LPN, 
are included in the mailing. 

The LPN men’s leagues are 
on Wednesdays, with a kick-
off event May 4 and the first 
day of competition a week lat-
er. There is an 18-hole men’s 
noon league where players can 
choose to play from either the 
red or white tees. Players in 
the 9-hole 3 p.m. league also 
have that option. All play in 
the 6 p.m. league is from the 
white tees. Entry forms and 
full payment must be submit-
ted by April 24. 

The LPN women’s league 
takes place on Thursdays. 
Players compete in two-per-
son teams beginning at 5:30 
p.m. A kickoff dinner will be 
May 5, with league competi-
tion beginning the following 
week. Entry forms and full pay-
ment must be submitted by 
April 24. Women interested in 
league play who do not yet have 
a partner will be matched with 
another player, or can play as 
a sub. 

Annual membership and 
golf league forms are avail-
able online at www.lakepa-
noramanational.com. Call the 
LPN pro shop with questions 
at 641-755-2024. Pro shop win-
ter hours are Tuesday through 
Friday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., closed 
Sunday and Monday. 

Annual golf membership 
mailings for the Panorama 
West course will be sent in 
January. 

Rutledge said there were only 
seven days in September with-
out rain, which made fall main-
tenance projects challenging. 
“But October turned around, and 
we’ve been able to get a lot of 
work done,” he said. 

Heavy rains this year caused 
several washouts in small 
coves, particularly on the west 
side. There had been concern 
some repairs might have to be 
delayed until spring, but with 
good weather this fall, all have 
been completed, he said.  

Rutledge reviewed the two 
maintenance projects completed 
this fall on the Lake Panorama 
dam. The lake was lowered to 
allow a Cedar Rapids contrac-
tor to reseal joints and cracks 
on the spillway. “The $40,000 
cost was lower than we had 
expected, and the contractor 
did a good job,” Rutledge said. 
“This is something that needs 
to be done every 10 to 12 years, 
so it’s good to have this behind 
us for a while.” 

The other project, which cost 
$100,000, was the replacement 
of the low flow valve. This valve 
is used to divert water away from 
the spillway when needed, such 
as this fall’s lake lowering. The 
valve, which had never been re-
placed in the dam’s 45-year histo-
ry, was “frozen” about half open, 
so couldn’t be closed or opened 
further. The new valve now in 
place will be “exercised” periodi-
cally to make sure it continues 
to function properly, something 
that can be done hydraulically.   

Work on the Cory sediment 
basin is about 60 percent com-
plete. This $1.2 million project, 
funded by the Lake Panorama 
Rural Improvement Zone (RIZ), is 
going well, Rutledge said. “Work 

there has nearly ended for this 
year, as frost in the ground will 
soon prevent the contractor from 
achieving the desired compac-
tion. This project will wrap up 
in late spring, and we plan to 
begin using it for dredged mate-
rial from Helen’s Cove next fall.”

Rutledge said the bank note 
for LPA water infrastructure 
improvements has been paid 
off. Water rates had increased 
to pay for the improvements. 
“The board looked at water rates, 
and doesn’t plan to make any 
change,” he said. “Rates really are 
where they need to be to cover 
operating costs. We’ve checked 
water rates elsewhere, too, and 
know we’re competitive. Our wa-
ter department essentially op-
erates on a break-even status.” 

LPA member dues will increase 
2.5 percent for 2016. No other 
LPA fees are being increased for 
2016, including boat stickers, 
boat slip rentals and camping. 
“The LPA board takes a dues in-
crease very seriously,” Rutledge 
said. “But they don’t want to de-
fer spending until future years 
on things that need to be taken 
care of now.” 

Rutledge said RIZ is working 
on two wetland projects that will 
help keep sediment from flowing 
into Lake Panorama. In 2013, RIZ 
purchased nearly 116 acres of 
farm ground north of 200th Street 
and west of Sage Trail. In 2014, 
Dan and Betty Donahey agreed 
to trade roughly 40 acres of land 
they owned nearby for roughly 
40 acres of the Cory farm. This 
year, 26 acres were purchased 
from the Elmquist family. 

These wetland projects are a 
joint effort with the Iowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship and the USDA Farm 

Service Agency. About $450,000 
in federal funds will help cover 
the cost for the two Conserva-
tion Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram (CREP) wetland buffers. 
The Donahey CREP project will 
help protect Helen’s Cove, while 
the Elmquist CREP wetland will 
help protect Hughes Cove. 

Rutledge said the new RIZ law 
passed in the 2015 Iowa legisla-
tive session makes it much more 
likely the Lake Panorama RIZ can 
continue into the foreseeable 
future. Panorama’s RIZ current-
ly has an expiration of June 20, 
2019, so a formal request to the 
Guthrie County Board of Super-
visors for an extension has been 
filed.  Rutledge stated the new 
law ensures extension is granted 
when a RIZ district demonstrates 
a continued need for dredging, 
erosion control and water qual-
ity measures.

One issue that seems to be a 
constant is geese and what they 
do on the beaches. Rutledge said 
the LPA board has tentatively 
budgeted $60,000 for a beach 
groomer in 2016. A demonstra-
tion of the proposed equipment 
will be done on a Lake Panorama 
beach in early spring to test its 
effectiveness, before a groomer 
is purchased. 

“While we know some of the 
bacteria counts on our beaches 
can be attributed to local wild-
life, we also know those levels are 
mostly driven by what’s coming 
downstream in the Middle Rac-
coon River, and the amount of 
rainfall upstream,” Rutledge said. 

Rutledge said the LPA board 
recently agreed to provide a 
matching grant for a new play-
ground at Sunset Beach that is 
being promoted by Friends of 
Lake Panorama. The nonprofit 
charity has already raised $30,000 
for the playground. The board 
agreed to provide $50,000 to the 
project, if Friends raises an ad-
ditional $50,000 by August 1. 

“Recreation is tough to fund,” 
Rutledge said. “The board al-
ways has to balance expendi-
tures between what the member-
ship wants, and what it needs. 
It seems a case can always be 
made that recreation is not a 

“need,” even though that is why 
Lake Panorama is here. We ap-
preciate the leadership of Friends 
of Lake Panorama for this play-
ground project.”

Rutledge said the LPA board 
also is discussing the construc-
tion in 2016 or 2017 of tennis 
and pickle ball courts at Boul-
der Beach, which would replace 
the courts at the LPN. Basket-
ball may also be accommodated. 
He encouraged members who 
want additional recreation to 
share their thoughts with the 
LPA board and staff. 

Questions from the audience 
covered a range of topics. These 
included: 

It doesn’t seem the new regu-
lations concerning home rent-
als are being followed – what 
happened? Rutledge said LPA 
continues to respond to com-
plaints about noise and park-
ing violations, when notified. 
He noted enforcement of rental 
violations is difficult, unless the 
enforcement results from offen-
sive behavior by the rental guests. 
Rutledge said LPA is not alone 
in this challenge. He mentioned 
many cities are currently deal-
ing with the same issue, and no 
clear strategy has proven uni-
versally effective. Rutledge ac-
knowledged enforcement has 
been more complex than ini-
tially anticipated. 

It seems the deer population 
has increased, even though you 
said it is down. What gives? Rut-
ledge said three seasons ago, 
150 or more antlerless deer 
were harvested on LPA prop-
erty, but numbers have declined 
since then. He said while there 
are hunters aggressively work-
ing on LPA ground, he expects 
the final harvest number to be 
about 110 this year. He said deer 
have learned where hunting isn’t 
allowed, so there are pockets 
of “safe haven” ground, which 
leads to the impression there are 
more deer. The LPA continues to 
spend about $2,000 annually on 
tags and bounties to encourage 
deer hunting on LPA property. 
LPA harvest trends are consis-
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By SUSAN THOMPSON   |   Lake Times staff

By now, those who were 2015 Lake Panorama 

National golf club members should have 

received renewal forms for the 2016 season.  

The mailing includes three types of golf 

membership applications. All are available  

at the same prices as last year.

By SUSAN THOMPSON   |   Lake Times staff

About 35 LPA members attended the third in a 

series of “Coffee with the GM” events December 

1 at Lake Panorama National. John Rutledge, 

LPA general manager, provided an update on 

LPA business before taking questions. 

Hardwood Floors and Decor
(FORMERLY  Known as Washington Street Hardwood Floors and Décor.)
Still owned and operated by Alan and Sheila (Grove) Kearney.

641-332-2963 hardwoodfl oors@netins.net

hardwoodfl oorsanddecor.com GIVE US A CALL TODAY AND “PREPARE TO BE FLOORED!” 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND THANKS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

CALL ALAN FOR NEW HARDWOOD FLOOR INSTALLATION.  OLD FLOOR RESTORATION.
REFINISHES OR RE-COATS.  CUSTOM INLAY.  HARDWOOD SALES.

(Wheth�  y�  want s� aight fl
 ring �  detailed….Y�  will be FLOORED!)
Alan is a certifi ed  installer and sand and fi nisher with the NWFA.
Alan’s work can be viewed locally at 605 North Street in Guthrie by appointment. It has numerous samples in the fl oors for selection 
and offers you the security in knowing you will be hiring a qualifi ed fl ooring craftsman. (Panels available as well as fl oor care products.)  
You may also visit our Exira showroom. 712-268-5530 or visit our website.

1406 State Street, Guthrie Center • 641-747-2206 • 888-747-2206
www.guthrie-rec.coop

’
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VENTEICHER
ELECTRIC, INC.

HOME     COMMERCIAL     FARM
Servicing Guthrie Center
and Panora areas for all

your electrical needs.

641-332-2675 OR 641-755-3638
25+ years experience in agricultural,

commercial, residential, industrial wiring
along with trenching & boom truck services.

Servicing Guthrie Center 
and Panora areas for all 

your electical needs.

25+ years experience in 
agricultural, commercial, 

residential, industrial wiring 
along with trenching 

& boom truck services.

641-332-2675 OR 641-755-3638

Guthrie Center
Appliance & Hardware

Open Mon. - Sat.
8am - 6pm

218 State St.,Guthrie Center, IA
641-747-3973

We have OVER 2300 
movies to rent!

ing in mid-December. That 
timing is appreciated by mem-
bers who travel south for the 
winter, leaving immediately 
after the holidays. This allows 
them to get everything paid 
before their trip, which means 
they’ll be ready to go when 
spring arrives.

Members can pay their 
LPA dues, assessments and 
amenities immediately if they 
choose. The due date on dues 
and assessments is May 1. Due 
dates for amenities vary. The 
only caveat is boat sticker and 
camping sticker fees, along 
with dues, must be paid in 
full prior to receiving stickers. 

LPA offers several payment 
options to accommodate 
member preference. Mem-
bers can pay all at once, or 
can schedule a series of elec-
tronic funds transfers (EFTs) 
to spread the expense over 
a few months. A 12-month 
EFT option also is available 
for a modest fee. Members 
who would like information 
about the various payment 
options may contact the of-
fice at 641-755-2301 for more 
information.

One item to note is that 
members with “additional 
lot” classification will receive 
a separate invoice. Separate 
invoices also will be created 
for member amenities, such 
as boats and camping. Mem-
bers may pay these separately, 
or total them all for payment 
with a single check.

Q:  Now on to 2016. Give us 
some highlights of the 2016 LPA 
budget. 

LPA’s operational budget is 
essentially a breakeven budget, 
with the exception of one carry-
over item that we were not able 
to complete in 2015. Dues were 
increased 2.5%, with no other 
changes to the various fees LPA 
charges for amenities.

The capital budget is always 
most interesting to the member-
ship. We continue to maintain a 
replacement schedule on equip-
ment for our various depart-
ments, which means pickups, 
dump trucks and backhoes are 
periodically traded-in for newer 
versions. LPA continues to ac-
quire a mix of new and used 
equipment in our purchasing 
strategy.

LPA is looking at a beach 
groomer, which will be used 
to clean the beaches twice a 
week. We are hopeful this will 
improve the quality of our mem-
bers’ beach experience and ad-
dress goose droppings. Also in 
the budget is remodeling of the 
conference center kitchen. Up-
dates are needed to ensure the 
facility remains up-to-date.

Q:  When will LPA members 
receive their annual mailing for 
dues, assessments and ameni-
ties, and what payment dead-
lines exist? 

The LPA dues and assess-
ments are scheduled for mail-

By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

December means the Lake 
Panorama Association staff 
is busy getting ready for the 
new year. John Rutledge, LPA 
general manager, takes a look 
back at 2015, and a look ahead 
to 2016.

Q: What were some of the 
highlights for the LPA in 2015? 

The most significant devel-
opment in 2015 was passage 
of an amended RIZ law. This 
new law helped to secure the 
future of this important dredg-
ing and water quality statute. 
This will not only be benefi-
cial to Lake Panorama, but 
also the economy of Guthrie 
County and its various com-
munities. It was an important 
recognition by the Iowa Leg-
islature that rural economic 
development works, and must 
be continued. It also was rec-
ognition that water quality is 
a growing issue of concern 
in Iowa.

The LPA tackled two impor-
tant maintenance projects at 
the LPA dam, one of which 
required early removal of 
boats, docks and lifts. Coul-
ters Marine, Lake Panorama 
Barge and Van Houten Barge 
all worked very hard to make 
this happen. The spillway proj-
ect went very well and the low-
flow valve project should be 
completed this winter. 

RIZ construction of the 
Cory sediment basin, north 
of the LPA maintenance shop, 
is roughly 60% completed. 
Weather has placed prog-
ress behind schedule, but 
the project is otherwise go-
ing very well. The basin should 
be ready for use in the fall of 
2016, as originally planned.

Big rains reminded us of 
the damage that can occur 
from flash flooding. The im-
pact was manageable, but it 
took a substantial amount of 
staff time and riprap to repair 
LPA’s buffer structures at the 
ends of coves.

The new conference center 
swimming pool was complet-
ed and operated for its first 
season. The response was 
fantastic and this has already 
proven to be a big success. 
Thanks to the Clover Ridge 
Interval Owners Association 
for its funding support of this 
project. They showed great 
leadership and partnership in 
replacing the old pool with a 
much improved facility.

Finally, the LPA board of di-
rectors created and appointed 
a board of managers for LPN, 
LLC. This board will work 
closely with John Dinnebier 
to provide him the same level 
of support that I receive from 
the LPA board of directors. 
It’s a positive development, 
which should give John and 
his staff additional resources 
to continue the important task 
of operating LPN, LLC.

John Rutledge, general manager 
of Lake Panorama Association

A LOOK BACK,  
LOOK AHEAD

  

M155-ML-1 (11-15)

David Finneseth
203 N 4th Street
Guthrie Center, IA 50115

641-747-3014

David Finneseth
203 n. 4th st.
Guthrie center, ia 50115
641-747-3014

Eye Care Associates
James McCauley, O.D. • James Koch, O.D. • Kyle Stalder, O.D.

102 E. Main  •  Panora  •  641-755-3699

EXPRESS YOUR PERSONALITY!
Let the Professionals Take Care Of You and Your Eyes 

with Quality Eye Care and Eye Wear!

Lake Panorama RIZ 
trustee re-elected

To the editor, 
On November 30, the 

EPA finally announced the 
long-awaited Renewable 
Volume Obligations for 
2014, 2015 and 2016. These 
numbers determine how 
many gallons of renewable 
fuel, like ethanol, will be 
blended into the fuel sup-
ply. I am pleased that these 
numbers are a move in 
the right direction and will 
finally break the oil indus-
try’s self-imposed barrier 
of 10 percent ethanol use 
in the U.S. 

But this was not a total 
victory. Although we will 
be able to move beyond 
the 10 percent “blend 
wall,” these numbers still 
fall short of what is called 
for by federal law. Our 
industry is poised to offer 
drivers greater choice in 
fuel options than have ever 
been available to Ameri-
cans since the introduction 
of the automobile. These 
published numbers help, 
but could have gone even 
further. To this end, our 
company and our commu-
nity will continue to dem-
onstrate not only to the 
Administration, but to the 
nation, that ethanol is a 
vital component to reduc-
ing our nation’s depen-
dence on foreign oil and 
combating climate change. 

I know many of your 
readers reached out to the 
EPA to tell personal sto-
ries about how the biofu-
els industry and POET are 
making a difference in our 
rural economies, for our 
national security and for 
our environment. I have 
no doubt that these com-
ments made a big differ-
ence as EPA finalized its 
decision. In fact, we saw a 
700 million gallon increase 
in the amount of renew-
able fuel to be blended 
into the fuel supply in 2016 
over the EPA’s earlier May 
proposal. POET is proud to 
be a member of this com-
munity, and we thank each 
of you who joined with us 
to fight for our way of life. 
To those of you who were 
unable to engage, there 
will be many battles ahead, 
and we would love to have 
you on the team. 

But for now, we should 
all be proud of our col-
lective effort to stand up 
to Big Oil and defend the 
Renewable Fuel Standard. 
From every one of us - 
thank you, and happiest of 
holidays. 

Bill Howell
General Manager,  
POET Biorefining
Coon Rapids

yourviews
Letters to the editor

By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Times staff

There were 45 voters in an 
election held December 8, in 
which a trustee of the Lake 
Panorama Rural Improve-
ment Zone (RIZ) board was 
re-elected. Dale Grothjohn 
ran unopposed and retained 
his seat on the board. Other 
trustees on the five-member 
board are Doug Hemphill, Bill 
Dahl, JoAnn Johnson and Co-
rey Welberg. 

The trustees are charged 
with administering the RIZ, 
which includes the platted 
portions of the Lake Pan-
orama development. The 
RIZ has existed since 1997 
and is responsible for fund-
ing erosion control at Lake 
Panorama. This has included 
the complete dredging of the 

upper basin and Middle Rac-
coon River channel, plus the 
acquisition and construction 
of the County Basin. That ba-
sin is where current dredge 
spoil is being stored. 

Currently, the RIZ is devel-
oping the new Cory Sediment 
Basin, into which dredged ma-
terial from Helen’s Cove and 
Hughes Cove will be pumped. 
In addition, two new Conser-
vation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) wetland proj-
ects are being planned. The 
Donahey CREP wetland will 
help reduce sediment run-
ning into Helen’s Cove and 
the Elmquist CREP wetland 
will help protect Hughes Cove. 

A portion of property taxes 
resulting from the growth of 
Lake Panorama and a tax levy 
on property in the district are 
the sources of RIZ funding.
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Harmann
Excavating
Harmann
Excavating

LEAVE THE 
HARD WORK 

TO US! 

Matt Harmann, owner
Bus. 641-755-3640 • Cell 641-757-0907

Fax 641-755-3645
PO Box 307

Panora, Iowa 50216

• WATER & SEWER

• TRENCHING

• BACKHOE SERVICE

• BASEMENTS

• TRUCKING

• SNOW REMOVAL

Oakley says the new board 
has a very specific charge. “The 
LPA board is elected by LPA 
members, so they have the 
ultimate accountability for 
what happens with the LPN. 
They appointed this board to 
really dive into the specifics 
of the operation,” he said. 
“We’re taking a hard look at 
the business, detailing all the 
positives, and looking for ways 
to continue to improve.” 

A first order of business 
was to give John Dinnebier 
the new title of LPN Direc-
tor of Operations. Dinnebier 
was hired as the LPN head pro 
in 1999, when the operation 
was managed by the Guth-
rie County REC. He moved 
to the general manager slot 
in 2002, and was hired by the 
LPA in 2005 as the LPN, LLC 
general manager. 

Oakley says the new title 
doesn’t change Dinnebier’s 
responsibilities, but it does 
better reflect Iowa law regard-
ing limited liability corpora-
tions. “John has many years 
of experience being a great 
representative for the LPN. We 
want to make sure he has the 
tools to continue to lead this 
business. This is an evolution, 
not a revolution,” Oakley says. 

Dinnebier says he welcomes 
the help. “This new board is 
giving me and the rest of the 
LPN staff the chance to really 
tackle a lot of the specifics of 
this business and get feedback 
from our members,” he says. 
“We’re taking a closer look at 
everything we do.” 

Oakley appointed three ad 
hoc committees to deal with 
some priority items before the 
end of 2015. The committees 
are marketing, facilities, and 
administrative. 

The marketing committee 
took a look at the price of LPN 
golf memberships, which led 
to the board recommending 
no increase in dues for 2016. 
That recommendation was 
accepted by the LPA board 
when it approved the 2016 
LPN budget. 

The LPN board also en-
dorsed a plan to contract with 

GolfNow.com for the 2016 
season. The LPN pro shop 
will make specific tee times 
available for online booking, 
and golfers will pay retail price 
when they arrive at the club-
house. In exchange, GolfNow.
com gets one tee time daily 
it can sell directly. 

Dinnebier says after re-
searching this option with 
other central Iowa courses, 
he believes this will bring in 
more daily green fee revenue. 
“Our pro shop decides what 
tee times to make available, 
and we’ll be choosing times 
that are normally slow for us. 
The company paid the expense 
of getting integrated into our 
tee sheet, so we don’t have any 
upfront costs.” 

The marketing committee 
also is studying event pricing 
and standardization. Dinnebi-
er says a sampling of events, 
such as weddings, golf out-
ings and banquets, will be 
reviewed. “We’re looking at 
the revenue-per-person for 
our events, to see if there are 
opportunities to increase rev-
enue, and make better deci-
sions on how each event is 
handled,” he says. 

The facilities committee 
started by looking at health 
and safety issues related to the 
LPN kitchen. After meeting 
twice with Dinnebier and Chef 
Peter Makens, the commit-
tee presented a report recom-
mending a kitchen remodel. 
This will include replacing the 
ceiling damaged by a roof leak 
that has been fixed; replacing 
an aging walk-in cooler with 
a new, larger refrigerator; and 
improving the food prep line.

The committee’s report, en-
dorsed by the LPN board, was 
presented to the LPA board 
at its November meeting. Af-
ter discussion, the LPA board 
agreed to include the kitch-
en remodel in its 2016 capital 
budget. It is hoped the work 
can be done in phases so the 
kitchen won’t be closed for 
more than a few days, and that 
the remodel will be done by 
early April. 

Oakley says the administra-
tive committee is looking at 
the LPN’s structure. “We want 
to become familiar with how 
the LPN is organized, job de-

scriptions, how we do busi-
ness and who does what in the 
business. We’ve already been 
impressed by the seniority of 
so many of the staff,” he says. 
“There is a lot of institutional 
knowledge and skill here.”

A topic for future review is 
how to better incorporate the 
Panorama West Golf Course 
and Clubhouse into the LPN 
operation. 

“We really have a 27-hole 
golf operation, and we need 
to figure out ways to better 
market that,” Oakley says. “A 
lot of time and investment has 
gone into the Panorama West 
course the last few years, and 
it’s become a really good golf 
course. With the tee time flex-
ibility there, and lower green 
fees than at the LPN, there 
are opportunities to gener-
ate more traffic.” 

Oakley says the LPN opera-
tion, and its $2.3 million bud-
get, is a benefit to LPA mem-
bers. “But it’s also a regional 
asset, and something the LPA 
has to offer to the wider com-
munity. If we don’t take care 
of it in a proactive way, both 
LPA members and the com-
munity would suffer,” he says. 

Oakley’s wife, Jo Oldson, 
and her sister, Martha Wil-
lits, bought a Lake Panorama 
home in 2003. “We’ve enjoyed 
it,” Oakley says. “We really did 
it for the next generation. It’s 
been an opportunity for recre-
ation and family togetherness 
that can’t be found easily.” 

Oakley’s reason for accept-
ing when he was asked to vol-
unteer for the LPN board in-
volves a golf course in Mo-
line that was started by his 
grandfather. 

“I grew up playing golf there. 
My father was involved in golf 
course governance at places 
we moved to over the years. 
For the last 12 years, this has 
been my golf home,” he says. 
“A golf course is a place people 
remember in a positive way. 
Young people learn lessons 
about both golf and life on 
a golf course. I felt this was 
a way for me to give back to 
the larger golf community.” 

The LPN Board of Manag-
ers will meet monthly, and 
provide regular updates to 
the LPA Board of Directors. 

BOARD
FROM Page 1A

“We both live in this com-
munity, and are grateful for the 
Lake Panorama membership 
so wanted to contribute to this 
important project,” Wagler says. 
“Also, it is important to us that 
our community be appealing 
to potential home buyers. This 
new playground at Sunset Beach 
will add yet another amenity 
to attract new home buyers, as 
well as help support property 
values.”

While donations of all sizes 
are welcome, only donors of 
$500 or more are recognized 
on the Friends website. In addi-
tion, a sign listing these larger 
donors will be erected near the 
playground. 

Friends of Lake Panorama 
is a relatively new option for 
charitable giving, having just 
received 501(c)(3) status from 
the IRS in July 2014. All con-
tributions are tax deductible, 
and all donors receive a letter 
of thanks as their receipt.

The Friends nonprofit is sepa-
rate from the Lake Panorama 
Association, and has a goal of 
improving recreational ame-
nities at Lake Panorama. Kirk 
Fischer is one of seven volun-
teers serving on the Friends 
board of directors, and is in his 
second year as board president. 

Fischer says one reason the 
Friends board plans to build 
this new playground is to pro-
vide families who are boating 
on busy weekends a fun place 
to get off the water for a while, 
while still enjoying their time 
on Lake Panorama.  

The main play structure in-
cludes multiple slides, bridg-
es and climbing opportunities. 
Several smaller structures sur-
round the main area, includ-
ing hop rocks, bongo stumps, 
and modern takes on the old-
fashioned merry-go-round and 
teeter-totter. 

“We’re hoping a wide range 
of Lake Panorama members, as 
well as friends, family and area 
businesses will donate to this 
new playground,” Fischer says. 
“To help make sure we don’t miss 
out on the matching funds from 
the LPA, perhaps donors will 
want to split their contribution, 

making a 2015 tax-deductible 
contribution now, and a 2016 
tax-deductible contribution in 
January.”

Donations can be made in 
someone’s memory or in honor 
of someone. For donations by 
check, the mailing includes a 
form that can be completed and 
returned with a check. A dona-
tion form also is available on the 
Friends website, and donations 
can be accepted electronically.  

Donations of securities 
(stocks, mutual funds, etc.) are 
welcome, and will be sold once 
transferred, with the proceeds 
deposited into the Friends bank 
account. A securities account 

has been established with GCSB 
Investment Center in Panora. 

In addition to the Sunset 
Beach playground, donations 
also can be made to six separate 
funds or a combination of funds. 
There is a general fund, plus 
funds for Boulder Beach, Shady 
Beach, Sunset Beach, Panorama 
West, and Lake Panorama Na-
tional. Money donated to these 
will be used at the discretion 
of the Friends board. 

Questions regarding the 
Friends of Lake Panorama can 
be emailed to staff@friendso-
flakepanorama.org. The website 
is www.friendsoflakepanora-
ma.org.  

DONATIONS
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FULLY INSURED 
CALL TODAY! 515-298-9973

DON’T LET DIRTY WINDOWS 
SPOIL YOUR PRICELESS VIEW!

Z TO A WINDOW CLEANING
ZAAVAN ANNEAR, OWNER

Let us take care of keeping your windows clean.

Corner Stone
Landscaping
& Tree Care
Tyler Carney, Owner

Landscape Designer
ICPI & NCMA Certified • Member INLA

email: csl@windstream.net
641-742-3009 • www.csl-ia.com

LANDSCAPING & SERVICES:
Custom Designing • Patios & Outdoor Living Spaces • Retaining Walls 

 Water Features Landscape Lighting • Fire Pits • Outdoor Kitchens 
Planting of Trees, Shrubs & Perennials

Patios
& Outdoor
Kitchens

Monthly
Maintenance

Packages Commercial 
& 

Residential

Fully
Insured for 
all Services

TREE CARE:
Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding

Cabling • Risk Assessment • Shrub Trimming
• Emerald Ash Borer Treatment



page 6a  |  DECEMBER 2015 Edition  |  LAKE PANORAMA TIMES 

Schafer 
RoofingHAVE YOU 

LOOKED AT 
YOUR ROOF 
LATELY?

Check us out on Facebook

Let Schafer Roofing  
Take Care of You!

We Are a Local Company That Specializes  
In Residential and Commercial Roofing.

Free Estimates!

Call Us At 641-742-3020
ADAIR, IOWA

FULLY INSURED & GUARANTEED

Schafer 
Roofing

RESTAURANT, INN AND TIKI BAR

CHINESE TAKE OUT TUESDAY
At Home Town Foods In Panora

In A Hurry? Call Ahead and 
we can have it ready for you!

One Entree, Rice and one appetizer $6.99
Two Entrees, Rice and one appetizer $9.99

Additional appetizers only $1.00 each
Your choice of Sticky Rice or Chicken Fried Rice

Appetizer Egg Rolls

Choose from these Delicious Entrees:  
• General Tso’s Chicken • Sesame Orange Chicken 

• Beef & Broccoli

601 E Main St • Panora, IA
(641) 755-2213

panorahometownfoods.com
Like us on Facebook!

THIS WEEKS SPECIAL:
Cashew Chicken

WESTERN IOWA’S LEADING OUTFITTER
HUNTING – FISHING – TRAPPING

We have you covered from head to toe!

330 S. Main, Lidderdale, IA
712-822-5780

Mon-Fri: 8am–6pm, 
� ursday: 8am–7pm, Saturday: 8am–2pm

www.snareshop.com

The Sn� e Sh  

• Firearms
• Ammo
• Shooting Sports
• Archery

• Fishing Equipment
• Live Bait
• Hunting License & Duck Stamps
• And Everything For Trapping!

• Treestand/Blinds
• Decoys
• Scents
• Men’s–Women’s and Kid’s Clothing & Boots

CALL or CLICK
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

555.555.5555 • YourWebAddress.com

In keeping with its policy of continuous progress and product improvement, Rheem reserves the right to make changes without notice.

GET ENERGY STAR®

PRODUCTS
and save on utility bills!

YOUR LOGO HERE
HEATING & COOLING

Create warm 
memories
with a new heating system.

Reliable 
Heating

Quality-Built

High-Efficiency

RUUD HEATING SYSTEMS

Rely on Ruud™

2164 Hwy 25 • Guthrie Center
(641) 332-2198 DOUG’S PLUMBING & HEATING

tent with Department of Natu-
ral Resources reports statewide.

Is the LPA going to be able to 
track how much less sediment, 
nitrogen and phosphorus en-
ters the lake once the two wet-
lands projects are complete? 
Rutledge said sediment levels are 
difficult to judge, but nitrogen 
and phosphorus can be tracked, 
and he expects that will happen 
when the wetlands are complete. 
Currently the LPA does weekly 
water sampling at seven loca-

tions from Springbrook to the 
LPA dam throughout the spring 
and summer to check for bacte-
ria. He said this shows the LPA 
is serious about collecting and 
tracking water quality data. As 
state funds increase for water 
quality work, this may lead to 
new projects upstream in the 
Lake Panorama watershed. 

Will the pond south of the 
Panorama West golf course ever 
be dredged? Rutledge said it’s 
unfortunate that in the past 
dredged materials were pumped 
into this pond, and also basins 
near Jones Cove and Lodge Cove. 
He said this is not currently an 

urgent priority, but rehabilita-
tion of these and similar buffer 
structures around Lake Panora-
ma will be on the RIZ agenda in 
the coming years.

Is there value in the materi-
al pumped by the dredge from 
the lake bottom into sediment 
basins? This issue has been re-
searched several times. Because 
the material includes a lot of 
sand and rocks, and is so vari-
able in nature, no market has 
been identified. “We’ve consid-
ered trying to farm some of the 
older basins, but it takes a long 
time to even get weeds to grow,” 
Rutledge said.  

COFFEE
FROM Page 3A
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Serving Lake Panorama and 
surrounding area for over 29 years!

At L&N Dock and Lifts, customer service is
and always has been our top priority for 29 years!

• Complete fl oating dock, lift and canopy starting at just $12,000! Installed!!
• Entire dock system is fl oating, always stays level and fl uctuates with water level.
• No need to pay barge fees to remove and re-install, if in protected coves.
• Constructed entirely of maintenance-free materials. Treated wood frame is also 
available.
• Full line of dock accessories: benches, ladders, cleats, bumpers, dock boxes, etc.
• Econo Lift Boat Hoists in marina starting at only $4275! Installed!!
• Floating PWC lifts starting at just $2050! Installed!

The providers at Mercy Panora Medical Clinic are 
welcoming new patients!

Hours of operation:
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
319 E. Main St., Panora 

(641) 755-2121

Providers:
Eric Ash, M.D. 
Tonia Erickson, ARNP 
Amy Harland, PA-C

DOT physicals are offered by 
certified providers.

N
E 

3r
d 

S
t

E Main St.

E Market St

Mercy Panora
Medical Clinic
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Welcoming new patients!

If  you run a business, you know. The most valuable things
are also the hardest to get.

Your restaurant didn’t grow overnight. It came from years of  hard work, confi dence in what you do, and 
making smart decisions. 

That’s why an insurance policy from West Bend makes sense. It protects your valuable and hard earned 
business so you can focus on doing what you do best.

And it’s all backed by the knowledge and experience of  an independent agent.

West Bend. Insurance you buy when you can’t afford anything less.
To fi nd out more, contact this offi cial supplier of  the Silver Lining©:

128 W. Main St. • Panora, IA 50216 • 641) 755-2123

Call Paul Today at 641-740-0029 
or 641-747-2014

Call Paul Today at 641-740-0029 
or 641-747-2014

Colder Temperatures Are Here!

INFORMED

INVOLVED

INVESTED ?IN
ARE YOU Guthrie County REC

Annual Meeting of the Members

January 9, 2016
Lake Panorama Convention Center

11:30 AM: Registration & free meal 
12:30 PM: Meeting

YOU’RE INVITED

1406 State Street, Guthrie Center
(641) 747-2206
www.guthrie-rec.coop

$

NEW! State-of-the-art 
automatic carwash bays,
NEW! Turbo Dryers in 
the Self Service Bays

Our automatic wash bays can 
accommodate Dually & Long 
Bed extended cab pick ups!

EASY TO USE!    CONVENIENT!   AFFORDABLE!Hwy 44 West, 
Panora!
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Cindy Johnson 
(515) 491-4127
cindy.johnson@cbdsm.com
www.cindyjohnsonhomes.com
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6824 Lakeway Drive,
Lake Panorama

Wooded, waterfront lot on west 
side near Par 3 golf course and 
Shady Beach. Concrete riprap 

and sidewalk path to water.  
Perfect for walk out.  Build your 

dream home now! $99,900

8340 Lakeshore Drive,
Dexter

Beautiful views from this water-
front lot. 75’ of shoreline. The 
stairs have already been built 
for easy access to the water 

from the road.  $60,000

4693 Panorama Drive, 
Lake Panorama

Great lot on the east side of Birch-
 eld Cove near the mouth of cove. 

Perfect for walk-out home with 
gently sloping terrain. Storage shed 

included. Just minutes from Des 
Moines suburbs. $279,000.

6758 Panorama Drive, 
Lake Panorama

Beautiful views of Horseshoe Cove.  
gently sloping lot includes electricity 
and water to storage shed, electricity 
to the dock area, rip rapped shoreline 

and large beach.  Come relax and 
enjoy.  $219,900.

6058 Panorama Road,
Lake Panorama

Wooded, waterfront lot on the 
narrows.  Private beach, pro-

fessionally riprapped.  Close to 
Par 3 golf course.  $40,000

8157 Outer Drive, 
Dexter

Completely remodeled cabin, 
inside and out. Fireplace, gran-

ite,  nished basement, screened 
porch,  re pit. Located offshore 
at Diamondhead Lake. This is a 

must see! $99,900.

5172 Panorama Drive,
Lake Panorama

Fantastic lot near #4 on Lake 
Panorama National Golf Course. 
Gentle slope, some lake views. 
Great location. Ready for you to 

build on today! $21,000

311 E Market Street,
Lake Panorama

Spacious 4 bedroom home 
with 2 baths. Main level master, 
updated. Beautiful landscaping 
on large lot. Close to all ameni-

ties, and walking distance to 
school. $119,000

4657 Panorama Drive,
Lake Panorama

Awesome lot on east side of Birch-
 eld Cove ready for your building 

plans. Excellent perc results. Gentle 
slope to water, 74’ of shoreline, 

beach, dock, & shade trees. $174,900

6816 Panorama Drive,
Lake Panorama

Enjoy the cove life with easy, quick 
access to the main channel. This 
beautiful lot on the west side of 

Lake Panorama has 104’ of 
shoreline and is ready for your 

enjoyment! $150,000

“Cindy found us the perfect home at Lake Panorama at the 
right price.  She has good judgment when it comes to helping 
you fi nd what works best for you. Cindy negotiated the right 
deal for us and we got exactly what we were hoping for in the 
end.  She is professional, knowledgeable, and always reach-
able.  We recommend her enthusiastically.”
         Jason & Ashley

My family has enjoyed Lake Panorama and all it has to offer for 25 years .  With so many things to do - boating, skiing, 
swimming, fishing, golfing, or ski team - let me help you find your dream home today!   If you are considering putting your 
house on the market, I will be happy to provide you a free comparable market analysis utilizing the latest innovative tools 
and resources available. Please call today!
          Sincerely, Cindy

Wishing you and your family... Happy Holidays and 
Happy New Year!

SOLD SALE PENDING

Celebrate New Year’s Eve 
at The Links

Prime Rib Dinner for Two Just 
$49.95!

& Air Duct& Air Duct& Air Duct
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Your property should
reflect your high standards.

Our reputation
speaks for 

itself.

We’ve been 
providing quality 

landscaping, 
beaches and rocking 
at Lake Panorama 
for over 30 years.

STANLEY
EXCAVATION

Rock Walls • Beaches • Shorelines
Crawler-loaders ~ Trackhoes ~ Loaders ~ Trucks

Dean A. Stanley, owner
Panora • 641-757-0205

Offering

641-755-3351
OFFICE

lpbarge@att.net

515-971-0226
DANNY’S CELL

Make Us Your First Call!

 Effective Thursday, December 31, 
2015 we will be closing our doors at 

Panora Oil/Car-Go Market.

It has been our pleasure to serve our community for the 
last 42 years and we look to our past with nothing but 
sincere gratitude and to our future with optimism.  We 
sincerely appreciate the continued patronage of our 

business over the years.

We have decided to focus our attentions on 
spending more time with our family, traveling, and 

volunteer efforts within our community.

Our 24 hour tow service will still be 
available by calling 

641-757-0444

– Kim and Maureen Lubeck

We would like to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Car-Go Market
panora Oil Co.

418 e. Main • Panora • 755-2345
Open 5 am-10 pm Mon-sat;

7 am-9 pm sundays
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www.sparksrenovations.com

From design to completion, 
from custom home building to remodeling your 

existing home, we’re the company that 
can meet all your building needs.

Randy and Lisa Sparks, owners
3155 255th Lane, Panora

Home/Office 641-755-2055
References availableKitchen and Bath Cabinetry

From design to completion, 
from custom home building to remodeling your 

existing home, we’re the company that 
can meet all your building needs.

Randy and Lisa Sparks, owners
3155 255th Lane, Panora

Home/Office 641-755-2055
References availableKitchen and Bath Cabinetry

From design to completion, 
from custom home building to remodeling your 

existing home, we’re the company that 
can meet all your building needs.

Randy and Lisa Sparks, owners
3155 255th Lane, Panora

Home/Office 641-755-2055
References availableKitchen and Bath Cabinetry
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LET US HELP PLAN 
YOUR TIME ON THE WATER

Hwy. 14 & 163 • Monroe, Iowa 50170

641-259-2628 • 888-MALONES
www.MaloneMotorsports.net

SPECIAL BOAT PRICES
At the Des. Moines 

Boat & Outdoor Show 
large selection to choose from

Des. Moines, Iowa 
January 8-10, 2016
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Donation Holiday

Kids line up to have ‘Breakfast 
with Santa and Friends’ at 

Panora Community Building

“I’m going to ask for a new 
farm set, “ said seven-year-old 
Carter Young of Yale, as he ap-
proached Santa after waiting 
in line for a short time. With a 
big smile, he hopped up next to 
Santa and made the wish. 

The first annual Breakfast 
with Santa and Friends, held 
as a fundraiser for the Panora 
Chamber, was clearly a success 
as several adults, children and 
families filled the community 
building for breakfast and en-
gaged in activities full of holiday 
spirit in the gym. 

Tony and Jodi Wiita of Al-
gona brought their sons, Zeb 
and Kreighton, who were vis-
iting their grandparents Tom 
and Diane Watts of Panora, to 
the festivities. 

“They want to do everything 
themselves,” Tony said, as the 
boys made holiday art with their 
finger prints. 

Chamber secretary Jaime Wad-
dle, from Panora Telco Solutions, 
who organized the activities with 
Santa’s Workshop co-chairs Chris 
Arganbright, Bryton Insurance 
and Julie Dent-Zajicek, Panora 
State Bank, said she was pleased 
with the crowd and support from 

several areas of the community.
The Panorama Art Club, under 

the supervision of high school 
art teacher Ginger Lindstrom, 
US Sunbeams 4-H  Club, Wom-
en for Panora’s Future, several 
junior high boys and girls bas-
ketball players, along with Mau-
reen Lubeck, Panora Oil, Angie 
Holloway, The Lakeside Village, 
and Janet Winter helped keep 
the kids busy. They played Santa 
Bingo, had a Candy Cane Walk, 
decorated cookies, and made 
holiday wreaths to name just 
a few of the activities. 

“It was fun for the workers, 
too, to see all the excitement 
in the little kids,” Waddle said. 

Panorama student council 
members and advisor Kylee 
Boettcher entertained the crowd 
dressed as holiday characters 
and helped Leroy Oxley, who 
doned the Santa suit this year. 

Volunteer Chaille Crandall, 
who helped organize the break-
fast said they served roughly 325 
bodies, which helped raise a 
generous amount of funds to 
support the holiday lighting of 
town square. 

Local 4-H Club members help kids create holiday wreaths at the Panora Community Building Saturday during the Panora 
Chamber’s Breakfast with Santa and Friends event. 

ASHLEY SCHABLE | LAKE TIMES

By ASHLEY SCHABLE   |   Lake Times staff

A 
community effort led by the Panora Chamber 

drew hundreds of children and parents to the 

Panora Community Building Saturday, December 

5, to meet with Santa and Friends over pancakes.

Jessa Hellman visits with Santa at the Panora Community 
Center Saturday during Breakfast with Santa and Friends. 
Visitors enjoyed pancakes and sausage, posed for photos 
with holiday characters and enjoyed dozens of holiday craft 
activities. SANTA, Page 2B

At his death, Dean Betts left $20,000 to his church, the 
First Christian Church of Panora. Accepting a check 
from William Bump (back left), one of the successor 
trustees of the Dean R. Betts Trust, are (from left) Ada 
Miller, Pastor Gary Freeland, Helene Crowl, Mary 
Morgan and Emmy Harriger. 

Local resident Dean R. Betts leaves $350,000 to the 
Paul and Eleanor Little Scholarship Foundation to be 
used to award college scholarships to Panorama high 
school graduates who are not in the top 10 percent 
of their graduating class. Pictured with the gift are 
(from left) John Millhollin, board member, Paul Little, 
who with his deceased wife Eleanor Little created the 
foundation in 2011, attorney William Bump, one of the 
successor trustees of the Dean R. Betts Trust, Shawn 
Holloway, Panorama Superintendent, and Bryice 
Wilke, Panorama school board president. 

SPECIAL TO THE LAKE TIMES

Betts leaves 
$350,000 for 
Panorama 
Scholarships

Lake Times staff

panora

Dean R. Betts, who died May 12, 2015, left $350,000 to the 

Paul and Eleanor Little Scholarship Foundation, to be used 

to award college scholarships to Panorama graduates who 

are not in the top 10 percent of their graduating class. 

Little, who along with his de-
ceased wife Eleanor, created 
the foundation in 2011. 

“It’s been a good deal,” Little 
said. “If it really makes a differ-
ence on half the kids that get 
money, it’s worth it.” 

At his death, Betts also left 
$20,000 to his church, the First 
Christian Church of Panora. 
Pastor Gary Freeland said the 
money will be put towards the 
debt the church carries on it’s 
addition to the building. 

Dean R. Betts was the son of 
Robert S. and Helen C. (Mc-
Clintock) Betts. He graduat-
ed from Panora High School 
in 1946 and went to work in 
the Panora office of the Guthrie 
County State Bank. After four 
years at the bank, he was drafted 
by the United States Army and 
from 1951 to 1953 he served in 
the Ordnance Corps, spend-
ing six months on Okinawa. 
Following his discharge, Betts 
went to work on the Highland 
Park State Bank, Des Moines, 
as a bookkeeper. He retired 36 
yeas later form this position 
as Vice President with Valley 
National Bank. Following re-

tirement, in 1990, he and his 
wife Mildred moved to Lake 
Panorama in Panora. 

Dean’s hobbies included coin 
and stamp collecting and ana-
lyzing the investment markets. 
He was always a farm boy at 
heart, and spent countless 
hours down on the home place 
in Guthrie County tending the 
farm and fighting a never-end-
ing battle with thistles in the 
pastures. 

BETTS, Page 3B

Solutions . . . In their own words

Solutions to your technology problems are found inside . . . call or come on in!

“They didn’t just hand me a box”

“It’s important to me, as a small 
business, to have fast and very reliable 
Internet. Their service allows me to 
be responsive to my clients’ needs 
in a timely and professional manner. 
Curt also helped me understand how 
a new router would further enhance 

correspondence with my clients. The 
expertise of those at Solutions was 
instrumental for me. 

They listened to me and I relied on 
them to help me define what I needed, 
so I could make good decisions. The 

cost of the products (laptop & router) 
were very reasonable and the expertise 
was here locally. On top of that, Curt 
and Paul set it up like we discussed, 
called me when it was ready and then 
demonstrated it for me when I picked it 
up. They didn’t just hand me a box.”

 Kari Sebern, Small Business Owner, Home Office

Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

641-755-2600
112 East Main Street in PanoraPowered by Panora Telco

RRVT passes 
now available

2016 Raccoon River Valley 
Trail passes are now available 
at the Guthrie County Conser-
vation Board office in Panora. 
The Raccoon River Valley Trail 
includes 89 miles of paved trail 
in Central Iowa and covers 3 
counties—Guthrie, Dallas and 
Greene—and 14 area commu-
nities. Annual passes are issued 
to individuals 18 and older at 
a cost of $10 and can be pur-
chased at the Guthrie County 
Conservation Board office lo-
cated at the Guthrie County 
Historical Village in Panora (206 
W South St). Please call 641-
755-3061 if you have questions.
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Snowed In?
Not a Chance.

PANORA AUTO PARTS
518 W MAIN STREET
PANORA, IA 50216
641-755-2266
www.facebook.com/panoraautoparts

Reliable
Performance

Clears snow down to
pavement

•

Easy for anyone to use•
Guaranteed to Start•
Self propels itself
through the snow

•

Starting at
$359.99

Power Clear 518 

Built to Last

Own the BestPower Clear 721

Power Max

Starting at
$499.99

2 Stage Starting
at $899.99

Clears snow down to
pavement

•

Easy for anyone to use•
Guaranteed to Start•
Self propels itself
through the snow

•

Chute, deflector and anti-
clogging system are made
of a durable, rust-free sub
zero material.

•

Ideal for large areas/heavy
snowfalls

•

Powerful Engines•

www.toro.com

See dealer or toro.com (toro.ca for Canadian residents) for warranty details. Product availability, pricing & special promotions are subject to dealer option.

Call Us Today!  712-250-0089
Fully Insured

• Mowing • Seeding 
• Lawn Maintenance • Lawn Aeriation 
• Landscape Mulching • Leaf Pickup 

• Tree & Snow Removal

We Will Match Or Beat 
Anyone’s Price Guaranteed!

We Are Your Complete 
Professional Lawn Care Service 

Locally Owned & Operated

ABOVE: Posing for a photo with Olaf from 
the movie Frozen during Breakfast with 
Santa and Friends in Panora Saturday are 
Andrea Stanley with son Gabe and daughter 
Aria.  LEFT: Gavin Lindstrom teaches The 
Grinch how to play Santa Bingo during the 
Breakfast with Santa event in Panora. 

Lauren McDivitt (left) and Willow Zeman 
(right) of Yale have some fun during Break-
fast with Santa and Friends at the Panora 
Community Center Saturday. 

Zander and Liza Lopez dress up for the 
holidays during Breakfast with Santa and 
Friends fun in Panora Saturday. 

Christmas cookie decorating entertaines young bakers during a Breakfast with Santa and 
Friends event Saturday at the Panora Community Center. 

Mike Ketelsen serves pancakes during the 
Breakfast with Santa and Friends event at 
the Panora Community Building Saturday. 
More than 325 individuals enjoyed pancakes 
and sausage before taking part in a dozen 
holiday activities in the gym that morning. 
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Mike Ketelsen and Ron Reyn-
olds figure they flipped some-
where around 800 pancakes 
that morning. Kristen Crouth-
mel, Kathy Miller, Gayle Shack-
elford, Gladys Willey, Tami Kuta 
and Cheryl Castile were also busy 
breakfast help, whether it meant 
serving hot cakes, milk and juice, 
clearing tables, or inviting guests 
in the door. 

“I haven’t had this much fun 
in a long time,” Castile said as 
she bounced around the build-
ing with holiday cheer. 

Donating food for the break-
fast was Joe Wiesz, PJ’s, Panora 
Telco, Lakeside Village, Home-
town Foods as well as other lo-
cal volunteers. 

“It’s a community event,” Cran-
dall said.

SANTA
FROM Page 1B

Cheryl Castile encourages 
The Grinch to spread holi-
day cheer around the Pan-
ora Community Building 
Saturday during the Panora 
Chamber’s Breakfast with 
Santa event. Members of the 
Panorama student council 
dressed as holiday charac-
ters and posed for photos 
throughout the event with 
hundreds of children who 
enjoyed the pancake and 
sausage breakfast and doz-
ens of holiday 
activities. 

Santa Bingo was a popular spot for children during Break-
fast with Santa activities at the Panora Community Building 
Saturday. The event, sponsored by the Panora Chamber, had 
dozens of holiday activities for kids. 
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Lake Side
Floors

When you want your house 
to feel like a home

We offer professional installation. We do not subcontract our work out 
therefore we can assure you that the job is done right. 

We guarantee all of our work.

FREE QUOTES!

Call Us Today at 641-755-3400
or stop in and see us at 

101 E. Main Street in Panora

Come in and check our our Newest line of 
Engineered and Laminate Flooring by Canoe Bay

HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday 1 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  •  Saturday 9 a.m.-Noon

Evenings By Appointment Only!

FINANCING NOW AVAILABLE!

We have a beautiful selection of quality 
• Hardwood • Laminate • Ceramic • Vinyl • And Carpeting

NEW! Mohawk Smart Strand 
Forever Clean Carpet

Looking For That Perfect Gift For The Fisherman In Your Life?Looking For That Perfect Gift For The Fisherman In Your Life?
After your next day on the water, 
let SKINZIT® do the work so 
you can enjoy more of your catch!  

Gone are the days of wrestling with bone and skin 
removal while losing chunks of meat in the process.  

The SKINZIT® Electric Fish Skinner will forever 
change fi sh cleaning. 

• Clean Your Fish in Half the Time
• Skins Fillets Fast & Easy with No Waste
• Removes Rib Bones
• Simple to Operate
• Fully Automatic
• Easy to Clean, with Removable Intake Wheel
• Plugs into a regular AC wall outlet 

 Works great on Walleye, Perch, 
Bluegill, Crappie, Bass, and virtually 
any other species with scales!

TH
E G

UN SHOP

641-757-0738 • Guthrie Center
, I

ow
a

HOURS
Tues. 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Thurs. 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
or by appointment

641-757-0738
Dave Rutledge,owner

300 State • GC

NOW AVAILABLE ATOnly 
$149.95

 + tax

CALL or CLICK
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

555.555.5555 • YourWebAddress.com

In keeping with its policy of continuous progress and product improvement, Rheem reserves the right to make changes without notice.

GET ENERGY STAR®

PRODUCTS
and save on utility bills!

YOUR LOGO HERE
HEATING & COOLING

Create warm 
memories
with a new heating system.

Reliable 
Heating

Quality-Built

High-Efficiency

RUUD HEATING SYSTEMS

Rely on Ruud™

2164 Hwy 25 • Guthrie Center
(641) 332-2198 DOUG’S PLUMBING & HEATING

He was a member of the First 
Christian Church of Panora, 
where he was an Elder Emeritus 
and where he gave freely of his 
time, talents and resources. 

He is survived by a son, 
Robert Dean Betts of Anke-

ny; nephews, Kevin DeVoss of 
Independence, MO, and Da-
vid Duncan of Lincoln, NE; 
three step-children; eight 
step-grandchildren and 16 
step-great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, wives Helen 
L. (Evans) Betts in 1972, and 
Mildred L. (Mason) Betts in 
2012, and brother Keith Betts. 

BETTS
FROM Page 1B

Iowa State Parks celebrate the 
New Year with First Day Hikes
Iowa DNR

Iowa State Parks will sponsor 
free, guided hikes in 17 state 
parks on New Year’s Day as 
part of America’s State Parks 
First Day Hikes initiative in 
all 50 states. 

America’s State Parks First 
Day Hikes offer individuals 
and families an opportunity 
to begin the New Year rejuve-
nating and connecting with the 
outdoors by taking a healthy 
hike on January 1 at a state 
park close to home. First Day 
Hikes offer a great way to get 
outside, exercise, enjoy na-
ture and welcome the New 
Year with friends and family. 

“We are excited to host First 
Day Hikes as part of this na-
tional effort to get people out-
doors and into our parks.  First 
Day Hikes are a great way to 
cure cabin fever and burn off 
those extra holiday calories 
by starting off the New Year 
with an invigorating walk or 
hike in one of our beautiful 
state parks,” said Todd Coffelt, 
chief of the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources State Parks 
Bureau.  

“Last year, we hosted a re-
cord-breaking 41,000 people 
who hiked 72,442 miles in our 
state parks across the country 
when we launched America’s 
State Parks First Day Hikes,” 
said Priscilla Geigis, President 
of the National Association of 
State Park Directors (NASPD).  
“Think of it as the start of a 
new and healthy lifestyle, for 
the whole family. Whether 
you’re staying close to home 

or traveling, join us at one of 
America’s State Parks on New 
Year’s Day.”  

Iowa’s state parks boast a 
variety of beautiful settings 
for year-round outdoor recre-
ation, and each First Day Hike 
will offer an opportunity to 
explore the unique natural 
and cultural treasures close 
to home. 

“Studies have proven that 
getting outdoors is one good 
way to relax and recharge the 
body, mind and spirit,” stated 
Lewis Ledford, NASPD’s execu-
tive director.  “We hope that 
hiking along a trail in a state 
park will become part of an 
individual’s or family’s regu-
lar exercise routine.”

Staff and volunteers will 
lead First Day Hikes in Iowa’s 
17 participating state parks. 
Hikes will average one to two 
miles or longer depending on 
the location.  Details about the 
hikes can be found at www.io-
wadnr.gov/firstdayhikes  and 
to see a comprehensive map 
of First Day Hikes across the 
country, visit www.naspd.org

Iowa First Day Hikes will 
take place at the following 
17 state parks:

NORTHWEST
Gitchie Manitou State Pre-

serve
Stone State Park
Dolliver Memorial State Park
Brushy Creek State Recre-

ation Area
Ledges State Park
Springbrook State Park

SOUTHWEST
Wilson Island State Recre-

ation Area
Green Valley State Park
Waubonsie State Park 
     

SOUTHEAST
Walnut Woods State Park
Honey Creek State Park
Honey Creek Resort
Lake Darling State Park

NORTHEAST
Backbone State Park
Mines of Spain State Rec-

reation Area
Pikes Peak State Park
Yellow River State Forest

“I’m also a property taxpayer in Guthrie County now. I tell you, it’s a great place for our children and 
grandchildren to come. We really enjoy the friendliness and hospitality of the people here. We enjoy Guthrie 
Center and Panora and Springbrook State Park. It’s great to be here. Doug Burns, I want to thank you. He wrote 
a great story about our place at Lake Panorama, with some nice pictures. We appreciate the good local media. 
You are blessed to have that here in Guthrie County.”   — Gov. Terry Branstad in Guthrie Center

TAKE IT FROM OUR GOVERNOR
Great newspapers covering a great county.



page 4B  |  DECEMBER 2015 Edition  |  LAKE PANORAMA TIMES 

• OIL CHANGES  Car or Truck • SMALL ENGINE REPAIR  
• MOWER BLADE SHARPENING • TUNE-UPS
• AUTO DETAILING • NOW OFFERING BRAKE WORK

Services:

Big City Cleaning With Small Town Price

Wilbur & Cory

641-755-3277
206 Main Street

Panora, Iowa

Free Pickup 
and Delivery!

Oil Changes
Only

$24.95
+ tax

Open 7 Days A Week  
7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon-Fri  

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Sat-Sun

We Have The Best Prices On 
All Brands Of � res Around!

FOLLOW US ON

How Old Is Your Battery? 
now is the time to have your battery checked. 

don’t get stranded with a dead battery!

Stop in Today!

Stuart Realty
201 NE Second Street • Stuart, Iowa

Offi ce: 515-523-2020 • Fax: 515-523-2020
Margaret Tiernan - Broker • Cell: 515-205-6118
Joyce Hick - Broker Assoc. • Cell: 515-491-2680

Eric Tiernan - Agent •Cell: 515-205-6115
Pat Meacham - Broker Assoc. • Cell: 641-757-0403

301 Sycamore, DeSoto
3 BR, 1 3/4 bath ranch home on corner 
lot. Nice sized rooms & lots of storage. 
Master BR has new carpeting & built in 
closet storage system. Kitchen has lots 
of cupboards & appliances are included. 
Full mostly fi nished basement with NEW 
capeting, 4th BR with egress window, 
lg. family room, 3/4 bath/laundry. 
Many 2014 improvements include: 
New shingles, siding, windows, gutters, 
exterior doors and slider to lg. deck.
Yard is fenced. Det. garage. Located just 
1 blk from school & easy commute to 
I-80 & Des Moines. $129,900.

3473 Juniper, Casey
ACREAGE!! 1222 sq ft. ranch home on 
1.5 AC M/L just 3 miles West and 1/2 
mile S of Casey. Main level: Master suite 
w/3/4 bath and walk in closet, 2nd BR, 
full bath, lg living room w/FP, dining 
room and kitchen with lots of cabinets 
and deck off kitchen. Basement has been 
partially fi nished with family room, 2 
rooms with egress windows would make 
nice bedrooms, 2 car att. garage. Nice 
spacious yard with beautiful county 
views. $120,000.

320 Adair, Menlo
Lots of room in this 3 BR, 2 1/2 bath 
home on corner lot. Nice sized rooms, lg. 
dining room with FP, 1st fl oor laundry, 
master BR with 3/4 bath and lg. closet, 
heated mud room/pantry. Newer windows
& electric box. Det. garage and garden 
shed. $105,000.

402 E Main, Panora
1478 sq. ft. 3 BR, 1 1/2 bath home offers 
lots of opportunities w/add’l 1 car det 
garage, 2 car det. garage has sm. shop 
area, insulated, storage w/stairway, 
radiant heat & hot water hook up. Storage 
shed, patio w/pond, privacy fence W 
of pond, lot of landscaping. 2 sets of 
French doors, main level BR ideal for 
offi ce. Possible BR in basement w/egress 
window. Newer energy eff. furnace & 
cent. air, all appliances are newer. Open 
staircase, walk in closets in 2nd level 
BR’s. Wrap around porch. $179,000.

We have several bld lots 
to choose from in stuart. 

Ask for details.

We have 2 NEW homes 
under construction in the 
new Wambold division 
just behind the WCV 
high school.

$155,900.-$158,900.

Twinkle tour in city parkS A N TA S AY S . . .

SHOP LOCAL “Support your
ho-ho-hometown!”
“Support your
ho-ho-hometown!”

By ASHLEY SCHABLE
Lake Times staff

Guthrie Center

Signs of the season are on dis-
play at Mitchell Park in Guthrie 
Center as the city’s annual lighting 
display shined bright on opening 

night.
Visitors let the festive spirit 

of the season take hold as mer-
ry lights shimmered across the 
park and radiant holiday light dis-
plays guided guests, many fami-
lies, through a dazzling Christmas 
wonderland.

Each year, for the past 22 years, 
children young and old have cre-
ated fond holiday memories dur-
ing trips through the sparkling 
light display. As snug mittens and 
scarves kept the winter chill at bay 
Saturday, families drove through 
the holiday light display to rejoice 
in traditions, embrace the magic 
in twinkling lights and to make 
winter dreams come alive.

“It’s really a community event,” 
said Mary Jo Laughery, who has 
helped with the display since its 
beginning. “Churches, businesses 
and individuals all get involved.”

This much-loved tradition in 
Guthrie Center, said to be one of 
the top light displays in the area, 
features an astounding number 
of displays.

“I usually make a map, but I 
haven’t got that done yet,” Laugh-
ery said.

Visitors to this celebration of 
holiday cheer delight in a path 
lighted by 550 milk cartons. Laugh-
ery said she got the idea for using 
milk jugs by visiting The Festival 
of Lights at Swan Lake State Park 
in Carroll several years ago.

“It just makes it,” Laughery said 
of the lighted path that guides visi-
tors down, around and through 
the park.

Visitors roam through from the 
comfort of their vehicle to view 
the animated displays, or park 
and walk along the path.

There are a few new displays 
among the favorites this year, 
Laughery said.

Arguably one of the most out-
standing displays in the park this 
year is Santa’s Zoo, a display by 
Gerald and Betty Simmons.

“They cut them all out of ply-
wood,” Laughery said of the zoo 
animals. There are lions, tigers 
and bears, and others who circle 
around on a Ferris Wheel.

There’s also a nativity set, holi-
day wreaths and silver bells.

There are a few displays that 
honor the memory of others. 
Laughery is especially touched 
by the ‘Deck of Cards’ display.

“We’ve played card club for a 
number of years with six couples, 
and four of the couples have lost 
children,” she explained. “We have 
a Deck of Cards with an Ace, King, 
Queen and Jack. It turned out re-
ally well.”

Laughery encourages everyone 
to come visit the park this holi-
day season. She said a few bus 
tours have already made plans 
to attend.

“It’s really very popular,” she 
said.

New decorations, replacement 
items, or repairs are always needed 
to keep the park a wonderful at-
traction for Guthrie Center. Free-
will donations may be made at 
City Hall, Guthrie County State 
Bank, or Peoples Trust and Sav-
ings Bank.

Visitors stop along the Santa’s Zoo display at Mitchell Park in Guthrie Center on Saturday, 
November 28. The annual holiday display pulls out all the stops when it comes to 
decorating for the holidays as the twinkling lights and Christmas cheer bring carloads of 
people to town every year. 

ASHLEY SCHABLE | LAKE TIMES

Santa’s Zoo display at Guthrie Center’s Mitchell Park came 
to life on Saturday, November 28, as the annual lighting 
display was turned on for the holiday season. It’s free to 
see the display as the community puts it on for fun and 
welcomes carloads of visitors from all over each year. 
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Stanley Home Products/
Fuller Brush Distributors Needed!

Start your own Home Based Business and 
Earn Extra Money servicing people in your area.

No Investment
If interested call 515-669-6848 
or email rklassen78@gmail.com

www.lakepanoramatimes.com
Read the latest issue of Lake PanoramaTIMES, 

area news, upcoming events & more!

If your business would like to be a part of the Lake Panorama Times website 
call Stephanie at 641-332-2380

Your 
source for 
everything 

in Lake 
Panorama!

Lake Panorama Association
Board of Directors Meeting

October 27, 2015
Lake Panorama  

Association Office

The Lake Panorama Asso-
ciation Board of Directors met 
October 27, 2015, at 5:00 PM, at 
the Lake Panorama Associa-
tion Office. Board members 
present were Bob Batschelet, 
John Coghlan, Bill Douglass, 
Tom Jeschke, Mindy Larsen 
Poldberg, Charles Schnack, 
and Neil Wright. 

Staff present: John Dinnebier, 
Director of Operations LPN; 
Danna Krambeer, John Rut-
ledge, David Thompson LPA 
staff.

Visitors present: Kirk Fischer, 
Bob McCleeary, Jody Muench, 
Tricia Steffen, Jim Spradling, 
Susan Thompson – Friends of 
Lake Panorama Board Mem-
bers; Brice Oakley, President, 
LPN Board of Managers; Paul 
Brackelsberg, Gary Evans, Sher-
ri Faga, LPA Members. Chris 
Wadle, St. Thomas More Center.

President Coghlan called the 
meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

Agenda Item 1 – Approval of 
the Agenda.  Douglass asked to 
add a DNR Letter he received to 
Other Business. Wright moved 
to approve the amended agen-
da. Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously. 

Agenda Item 2 – Open Fo-
rum. Paul Brackelsberg spoke 
to the board about the clos-
ing of the narrows to skiing 
and towing during Holidays 
and weekends. Brackelsberg 
questioned if there had been 
accidents or close calls that 
warrant the strict closing, it 
seems the area may be more 
dangerous now with the forced 
turn around. Brackelsberg re-
quested the Board review the 
new rule and look at making 
changes to shorten the time 
frame or find some other op-
tion of ensuring safety for the 
boating members and allowing 
a longer skiing time for mem-
bers to enjoy this skiing area.

Coghlan asked this item be 
put on the agenda at a future 
meeting.

Agenda Item 3 – Consent 
Agenda. Douglass moved to 
approve the consent agen-
da. Motion seconded, car-
ried unanimously. Consent 
agenda to include: 

a) LPA General Manager’s 
Report 

b) Approval of minutes from 
09.22.2015 LPA Board Meeting 

c) Accept minutes of the 
9.23.2015 Water Safety com-
mittee meeting. 

d) Acceptance of 9.30.2015 
consolidated financial report 
– LPA & LPN, LLC.   

Agenda Item 4a – Build-
ing code changes regarding 
demolition and removal of 
structures. 

Consider rule changes re-
garding demolition and re-
moval of existing structures 

(homes, condominiums and 
detached garages). Rutledge 
pointed out the rule currently 
does not address the burning 
of any structure.

Recommended Rule Changes 
– Section to Add

2403 – Permits for Demolition 
/ Removal of structures

2403.1 Definitions
2403.11 Demolition shall be 

defined as the destruction of 
a building by disassembly, 
whether piecemeal to recy-
cle material or by destruction 
by heavy equipment and the 
completion of removal debris 
and site restoration.

2403.2 A permit shall be re-
quired for the demolition and/
or removal of the following:

2403.21 Homes, condomini-
ums, detached garages

2403.3 No permits shall be 
needed for demolition and re-
moval of any unlisted struc-
ture.

2403.4 The LPA shall simply 
be notified in writing of the re-
moval of any other structure.

2803 Demolition and Re-
moval of Structures.

2803.1Demolition permits 
shall be required for remov-
al of any residence (home or 
condominium) or detached 
garage.

2803.11 Demolition permit 
fees shall be required for res-
idence and detached garage 
demolition

			 
2803.111 Demolition permit 
for a home shall be $ 1,000 road 
fee.

2803.112 Demolition permit 
for a condominium shall be $ 
1,000 per residence unit.

2803.113 Demolition for a 
detached garage shall be $ 
250, but shall be waived if the 
concrete slab and foundation 
footings (if existing) are left in 
place if appropriate to do so.

2803.2 All demolition must 
be completed in 60 days from 
permit issuance

2803.3 Burning as a means 
of demolition shall not be al-
lowed for any structure.

Batschelet moved to accept 
the recommended rule addi-
tions. Motion seconded, car-
ried unanimously.

Agenda Item 4b –Accept 
minutes of the 10.6.2015 
LPN, LLC Board of Manag-
ers Meeting. 

President Coghlan instruct-
ed the item be placed on the 
November agenda. No action 
taken.

Agenda Item 5a – 2016 LPA 
Capital Budget 

i) Review budget Draft Rut-
ledge reviewed the capital bud-
get items proposed for 2016. 

There was a short discus-
sion on the capital budget, 
cash flow, and the operational 
budget which will be reviewed 
later in the meeting. 

ii) Presentation by Friends of 
Lake Panorama Kirk Fischer, 
president of Friends of Lake 
Panorama, reviewed what 

Friends have been doing since 
the creation of Friends, a 501(c)
(3), and their goals. Each board 
member present introduced 
themselves and their goals for 
the organization. Friends setup 
eight funds to accept dona-
tions for projects. Two major 
projects that were identified 
were the LPN Sports Courts 
and the Sunset Beach Play-
ground.  

The Sunset Beach Play-
ground Project has raised ap-
proximately $30,000 to date. 
The cost for the destination 
playground is $120,000. Friends 
is requesting the Board approve 
$50,000 in funding for 2016. If 
this is approved by the board, 
Friends will do a November 
2015 mailing campaign. It was 
noted the supplier of the play-
ground equipment has held the 
price of the proposed equip-
ment for year and a half.  

Rutledge reported items to 
consider with building this 
playground are parking, fu-
ture bathrooms, maintenance 
and the possibility of a boat 
ramp being added to the Sun-
set Beach Area. 

Coghlan asked how Friends 
would feel about matching 
funds. Friends is willing to run 
a matching campaign whereby 
they would raise $50,000 and 
the LPA Board would match 
the amount raised. This would 
generate the required funds 
to proceed with the Sunset 
Beach Playground proposal.

iii) Discussion of potential 
boat ramp at Sunset Beach 
Batschelet discussed the need 
for a proposed boat ramp to be 
located at Sunset Beach. The 
major concerns with the loca-
tion are safety, security, park-
ing and invasive species. The 
Water Safety Committee dis-
cussed the proposal and re-
ported a concern with invasive 
species and parking.  

Batschelet moved to re-
search the cost and location 
for an additional boat ramp 
and include in the 2016, 2017 
or 2018 capital budget. Motion 
seconded. Vote Aye – 3, Nay – 
4 Motion failed.

Agenda Item 5b – 2016 LPN, 
LLC Operating Budget. Cogh-

Operating Budget. Rutledge 
presented the LPA Operating 
Budget First Version. The bud-
get has a 2.5% increase in Dues 
and Assessments. Extraordi-
nary expense of $90,000 is in-
cluded in water department 
for test wells. No cash rent will 
be received from LPN for 2016.

Douglass motioned the con-
sulting expense from the 2015 
budget, not realized in 2015, 
be refunded to the member-
ship. Motion failed for lack of 
a second.

Douglass motioned the con-
sulting expense of $55,000 from 
the 2015 budget be deducted 
in the 2016 operational bud-
get. Motion failed for lack of 
a second.

Douglass motioned for no 
dues increase in 2016. Motion 
failed for lack of a second.

Schnack moved to proceed 
with the budget as presented 
at this time, which includes 
the 2.5% dues increase. Mo-
tion seconded, motion carried. 

Coghlan asked for LPA Capi-
tal Budget discussion. Both the 
beach groomer and test wells 
were noted as receiving tenta-
tive approval, with addition-
al information to follow from 
Rutledge before proceeding 
with purchase/expenditure.

Schnack moved LPA will 
match $50,000 if Friends of 
Lake Panorama raises $50,000 
in a campaign for Sunset Beach 
Playground by August 1, 2016. 
Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item 5d – Trans-

fer ownership of LP West 
Golf Course grounds keep-
ing equipment to LPN, LLC 
effective 1.1.16. LPN, LLC op-
erates the LP West Golf Course 
under a lease agreement with 
LPA. This lease includes not 
only the facilities, but also the 
machinery and equipment. 
Because LPA retains own-
ership of all machinery and 
equipment, the depreciation 

PUBLIC NOTICE

lan introduced Brice Oakley, 
President of LPN Board of Man-
agers. Oakley discussed the 
LPN is a for profit business, 
serving their loyal members 
and as a destination resort. 
Three temporary Ad Hoc com-
mittees have been created. 

1 – Administration. Goals 
are to better understand the 
human assets, the people work-
ing for LPN and an organiza-
tion chart. Oakley will chair 
the committee with Dave But-
terwick and Katelyn Brelsford. 

2 – Facility Asset. Request to 
keep the place holder in the 
proposed LPA Capital Bud-
get for the kitchen. Facilities 
Committee – Safety and health 
concerns are number one pri-
ority, Kane Powell to chair with 
Mark Juhl and Julie Wykoff. 

3 – Events. Recognize events 
are very important to LPN. The 
timeline for setting rates for 
2016 events is now. Mark Juhl, 
chair, and Ann Appleseth will 
review 2016 event schedule, 
2015 performance and ele-
ments of cost for the next year.

Coghlan thanked Oakley 
for his report and asked for 
continued communication 
between the two boards. 

Dinnebier presented the 
LPN, LLC Operating Budget 
First Version. There was a short 
discussion on the LPN Opera-
tional Budget - 

-Pool expenses and revenue 
were discussed and presenta-
tion of this information. LPN 
will setup a separate depart-
ment for the pool in the budget 
for the next meeting.

-Green Fees, cart rentals 
and membership dues were 
discussed along with the fees 
charged for outings.

-Currently there is nothing 
in the budget for a shutdown 
of the facilities for a remodel 
/ update

-No capital items for the 
LPN were presented in the 
LPN budget.

Coghlan requested a month-
ly operational budget for LPN 
with the addition of a sepa-
rate department for the pool 
and a list of any capital items 
to be purchased by LPN to be 
presented at the November 
meeting.

 
Agenda Item 5c – 2016 LPA 

SPECIALS
Closed on Mondays

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays:  
Margaritas 2 for the price of 1

Wednesdays & Sundays:  Kids eat Free all Day
(with adult paid Meal)

Lunch Specials:
everyday Buy 1 Meal at regular price Get 2nd Meal 1/2 off

(Must Buy 2 soft Drinks)

Now Serving: seafood tacos (Fish, shimp or crab)

Happy Hour: Monday - Friday 1pm - 5pm
Buy any pitcher of Margaritas & get 1 free order of Beef,

chicken or cheese nachos. try our new Mexican Mule $4.99
all domestic bottles $1.99 ea. all import beer $2.49 ea.

104 South 3rd Street Guthrie Center

641-332-2139
Family Owned & Operated

 Bring Coupon In To Receive 

10% OFF 
Your Lunch Meal

HOURS:
Tues.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.  

Fri.-Sat. 11a.m.-10 p.m.  
Sunday 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Gift Certifi cates Available For Any Amount!

is listed on LPA’s financials. 
It is the goal for LP West to 

achieve a level of revenue that 
will allow for it to cover its own 
lease/purchase expenses for 
equipment. (Significant ex-
penses should be several years 
down the line, as LPA will have 
upgraded most of the equip-
ment once 2016 capital pur-
chases are made.) 

Rutledge recommended 
the LPA Board of Directors 
approve a motion transfer-
ring ownership of all Lake 
Panorama West Golf Course 
groundskeeping equipment 
to LPN, LLC, effective January 
1, 2016 and authorize execu-
tion of a revised LP West lease 
which reflects the transfer of 
groundskeeping equipment 
ownership. 

Poldberg moved to authorize 
LPA to transfer to LPN, LLC 
the groundskeeping equip-
ment to the LPN, LLC asset 
ledger and authorize execu-
tion of a revised lease stating 
this transfer effective January 
1, 2016. Motion seconded, car-
ried unanimously.   

Agenda Item 6 – Other Busi-
ness

Rutledge reviewed RIZ Board 
discussion regarding a future 
lease of land for the CREP proj-
ect between LPA and RIZ.   

Rutledge recapped a com-
munication regarding DNR’s 
view on the LPA as a private 
or public body of water. No 
action on the communication 
is required.

Agenda Item 7 – Closed 
Session – The Board entered 
closed session at 8:20 PM to 
discuss legal matters.

The Board exited closed ses-
sion at 8:45 PM.

Agenda Item 8 - Meeting 
adjourned at 8:47 PM  

Danna Krambeer,
Recording Secretary
Mindy Larsen Poldberg,
Board Secretary
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Distinctive 
Shorelines...

For custom
designed beaches, 
cantilever docks,

rock walls and 
walkways that

suit your lot and 
prevent soil
erosion, call
Adam Halsey

today!

EXPERIENCE
We have the experience and expertise to make 

your all your projects a success.

TRUST
We maintain strenuous quality control standards 

throughout each step of our process.

QUALITY
We stand behind all of our products and our 

installation.  We don't consider a project complete 
until every detail is perfect.

Fitzgerald
Siding & Windows
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Serving
Central Iowa
Since 1998

2708 Highway 44 E
Guthrie Center

641-755-3151
We specialize in Maintenance-Free

Windows   Doors   Siding   Sunrooms   Metal Roofing   Garages
Cultured Stone   Custom Remodeling   Decks & Railing Systems

ROOM WITH A PANORAMIC VIEW
INCREASE YOUR HOMES VALUE WHILE PROVIDING 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND A BEAUTIFUL LOOK WITH 
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• Boat lift and dock installation, 

removal and repair
• Custom built cantilever docks

• Rip-rap and shoreline work

Customer Service is our 
#1 goal.

We want to get you boating
as soon as possible.

--Call for free estimates--

Mark Van Houten
(515) 975-7016 or 

(641) 431-4002

Van Houten 
Barge Service
Van Houten 

Barge Service
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Iowa prepared Rick Morain for Yale and a  
50-year career as a rural Iowa newspaperman.

From Iowa to the world through UI.

uiowa.edu

Rick Morain, a fourth-
generation resident of 
Greene County, Iowa, has 
been a strong voice as 
a newspaper publisher, 
editor and columnist in 
Jefferson for nearly  
50 years.

Rick always had planned 
to attend graduate school 
and the University of 
Iowa did a great job of 
preparing him for that.

“My adviser was a graduate 
of Yale University, and 
through his recommendation, 
I was able to spend four 
years at Yale, where I 
received my doctorate in 
American Studies. 

“After graduate school, I 
returned to Jefferson to join 
my dad at the newspaper. 
My emphasis on Midwestern 
Studies at Iowa and Yale 
provided an ideal academic 
background for my career. 
In addition, I sang in two 
vocal music groups at 
Iowa and received a rich 
understanding of fine  
choral music.”

Match anyone’s price, BEAT anybody’s service!
WWW.ARCHERHOMECENTER.COM

618 GREENE STREET ADEL • 515-993-4241

CHRYSTAL 
MOTORSPORTS

Now Available!
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED
STORAGE

2947 200th Street
Panora

Call 515-201-8604

• Cars
• Boats
• Motorcycles
• Motorhomes

Equipment 
Rental

Full Boat 
Detailing
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This is how a rigged economy 
works: Pfizer has been an 
American company for 166 
years. Now it wants to merge 
with a company based in Ireland 
so that it can dodge its tax 
responsibilities and pay a lower 
rate than many teachers and 
nurses do in this country. Do 
they expect us to fall for that ?

“

”

OR VISIT BERNIESANDERS.COM/IOWA
FOR MORE INFORMATION: (515) 277-6073

Senator Bernie Sanders
Democratic Presidential Candidate
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