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102 Women 
on a Mission

Looking to be involved and contribute to the community?

BECOME A 
MEMBER TODAY!

Meet new people, make new friends!
• Quarterly meetings
• Local organization benefit
• Each member $100/quarter
•  One organization benefits per quarter after 

vote receiving over $10,000!
• Members nominate organization

Email 10squaredgc@gmail.com to sign up today!

Follow Facebook for group details & meetings!
/10squaredwomengc

MAY 28 | 5:30 p.m. at Twin Vines

AUGUST 27 | 5:30 p.m. at Twin Vines
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for all the support & memories, may God Bless!

Thank you
G. David Olson & Ilene J. Olson 
- Panorama Gardens Since 1956
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ON THE LAKE

FINDING PEACE  
THROUGH STARGAZING 

Staring at the sky, laying on my back, flat 
on the grass. Or the leaves. Or the snow. 
Or whatever covered the dirt that time 
of year. This is where I found peace as a 
child. By myself. With nature.  

I thought about heaven, and the angels 
and God. I thought about what I did right 
and what I did wrong. I thought about my 
grandparents and others who died too 
young. I simply thought. A lot.  

While doing so, through the moonlight, 
I would watch the branches from the old 
trees dancing slowly in the air. I would lis-
ten to the wind whistle its way around the 
neighborhood homes. And I would smell 
the recognizable scents of each season.

Wintertime was especially memorable. 
I would bundle up in my snowsuit, hat, 
mittens and boots and plop down on the 
snow in our neighbor’s large backyard. 

It was close enough to 
home to hear my moth-
er’s call but far enough 
to feel like I got away. I 
enjoyed the cold snow-
flakes colliding on my 
face, the brisk air freezing 
in my nostrils, and, most 
of all, my mind wander-
ing aimlessly. I didn’t feel 
the need to be with other 
people. I appreciated the 
solitude.  

Years later, I hesitantly shared this expe-
rience with my friend, Tommy. It was awk-
ward, as most things are with newly teen-
age boys. He didn’t seem to connect with 
it like I did. At least I didn’t think so. A few 
years later, when struggling with some is-
sues, Tommy showed up unannounced 

at my home and said, “Let’s go lay in the 
grass.” And we did, mostly to complete si-
lence.  

Not too many years later, Tommy died. I 
struggled greatly in dealing with his death. 
I couldn’t find peace with it, until I re-
membered staring at the sky with him. So, 
as a young man in my twenties, I walked 
out to the open grass by the apartment 
where I lived, and I lay on the grass. Flat 
on my back. Staring at the sky. And, after 
some time, I smiled.  

Today, my joints hurt. My bones ache. 
I don’t appreciate the cold weather like 
I used to. As a result, I don’t lie on the 
ground much anymore. But I do enjoy 
soaking in the hot tub. When I do, I turn 
off the jets and stare at the open sky, re-
membering those peaceful moments of 
my youth and searching for new ones to-

day.
It’s a humbling experience for me, as it 

helps me realize how small one person is 
in this vast world and how today’s prob-
lems, however troubling they may be, are 
miniscule in the big picture. The branches 
still dance. The wind still whistles. Each 
season still brings its scent. And my mind 
still wanders. Aimlessly.    

Have a great January, and thanks for 
reading. n

Shane Goodman
Editor and Publisher
Lake Panorama Times
515-953-4822, ext. 305
shane@dmcityview.com

Shane 
Goodman

Proud to support the 
neighborhood

Robert Carr Insurance Agency Inc.
Robert Carr, Agent
111 S. 4th St., Guthrie Center, IA 50115
641-332-2263
robert@robertcarrinsurance.com
www.robertcarrinsurance.com

As your local State Farm® agent, I’ll be there 
whenever you need me with Good Neighbor 
service you can count on. Give me a call.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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FEATURE

BY RICH WICKS
Lake Panorama Times

“Watch out for deer” is common advice 
in Iowa, often said both as a cautionary 
reminder to drive carefully and as a way 
of indicating, “I care about you.” As more 
roads and homes are built, encounters 
with deer are inevitable. But it wasn’t al-
ways this way.

IOWA’S HISTORY WITH DEER
When settlers were first arriving in the 

territory that would eventually become 
Iowa, deer were plentiful, according to 
data shown on the Iowa DNR website. But 
throughout the 1800s, the deer population 
was hunted extensively, and the popula-
tion plummeted. In 1898, the 27th Gen-
eral Assembly provided complete protec-
tion for deer by closing the hunting season 
year-round. By this time, deer were nearly 
extinct in most areas of the state.

Deer were re-established in Iowa 
through the escape of animals from cap-
tive herds, trapping and transplanting pro-
grams of the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, and the immigration of ani-
mals from neighboring states. In 1894, 35 
whitetails escaped from a captive herd in 
Avoca, which provided the nucleus for fu-
ture herds in western Iowa. In the early 
1920s, about 60 deer escaped from a farm 
in Washington County and became es-
tablished along the Skunk River. Another 
herd was established in Boone County at 
Ledges State Park in 1928 when two deer, 
purchased from Minnesota, were released. 
In 1947, the first statewide population es-
timate was made with deer herds reported 
in 58 counties containing an estimated 
1,650 animals. Deer herds were reported 

in 89 counties in 1950, and the population 
estimate was expanded to 13,000. In 2020, 
the statewide estimate was 445,000. 

HUNTING AS A SOLUTION TO 
DEER OVERPOPULATION

The rapid rise of Iowa’s deer population 
has led to concerns of crop damage when 
deer feed on corn, soybeans or other crops. 
Deer also cause damage in gardens and 
yards. Because of the swelling population 
and lack of natural predators, hunting is 
considered the best means to control the 
population. Without adequate hunting, the 
number would be balanced only through 
disease, starvation and roadkill incidents. 

Local DNR officer Jeremy King pointed 
out that, although some people oppose 
hunting, animals harvested through hunt-
ing generally do not suffer long, whereas 
some of the natural diseases that arise in 
overpopulated herds lead to animals un-
dergoing a long, painful death. The lat-
est statewide harvest data shows that, for 
the 2019-2020 season, hunters harvested 
109,544 deer in Iowa.

The whitetail deer situation at Lake Pan-
orama mirrors the statewide status. Lane 
Rumelhart, project manager for the Lake 
Panorama Association, provided infor-
mation on efforts to control the local deer 
population and minimize related prob-
lems. 

“We have a hunting program for con-
trolling the population, and we strongly 
recommend our members do not feed the 
deer,” Rumelhart said. “Obviously, feed-
ing the deer is going to attract them to your 
house, and they’re going to stay in that 
general area more frequently, and you’re 
going to anger your neighbors. It’s best to 
just let the deer roam freely and find their 
food on their own.” 

Rumelhart also discourages residents 
from putting out salt or mineral blocks for 
the same reason.

According to Rumelhart, the LPA and 
DNR have teamed up to develop specific 
hunting zones at the lake. The zones are 
changed periodically based on deer pop-
ulation changes, so Rumelhart encour-
ages interested hunters to log onto the 
LPA website and then check in the Hunt-
ing folder for the current map of approved 
deer hunting zones.

“You have to be a member to sign up, or 

a guest of a member. It’s free for members 
but costs $50 for guests to register, and you 
have to sign up under a member who is 
registered to hunt,” Rumelhart said. Each 
member can have up to three non-mem-
ber guests sign up under the member’s 
name.

“We typically get around 100 members 
signed up every year, and they shoot any-
where from 120 to 150 deer, so that pro-
gram continues to be really successful for 
us,” he said. “We’d like to harvest over 100 
each year. That number doesn’t seem to 
fluctuate much, and we’re really happy 
with it.”

Rumelhart notes that residing at Lake 
Panorama doesn’t offer any special per-
mission. Hunters are still required to have 
a tag to hunt a deer and must be within 
one of the designated hunting zones. Deer 
tags can be obtained from any approved 
vendor in the state, including the LPA of-
fice. 

•	 Iowa has a variety of deer hunting 
seasons. For the 2023-2024 season, 
these include: Youth, Sept. 16 - Oct. 
1

•	 Disabled Hunter, Sept. 16 - Oct. 1
•	 Archery, Oct. 1 - Dec. 1 AND Dec. 

18 - Jan. 10

•	 Muzzleloader Early: Oct. 14-22, 
Late: Dec. 18 - Jan. 10

•	 Shotgun First: Dec. 2-6, Second: 
Dec. 9-17

•	 Nonresident Holiday Dec. 24 - Jan. 2
•	 Population Management, January 

Antlerless, Jan. 11-21
•	 Excess Tag January Antlerless, Jan. 

11-21. 
•	 Shooting hours for all deer seasons 

are one half-hour before sunrise to 
one half-hour after sunset.

DEALING WITH DEAD DEER
Rumelhart says he receives questions at 

times about how to deal with a dead deer 
on an LPA member’s property.

“If a deer dies on your property, then 
you need to call one of our Animal Nui-
sance control specialists,” he said. “We 
have those listed on our vendor list. Those 
folks can remove that animal for a fee.”

Rumelhart says, if feasible, the proper-
ty owner can drag the deer to the nearest 
edge of the timber and let nature take its 
course. 

“There are a lot of animals and critters 
around here that will take care of a dead 
deer rather quickly,” he said. “Some folks 
may find that a bit gruesome, but that’s just 

PHOTOS BY TRISH HART | SPECIAL TO LAKE PANORAMA TIMES

The statewide deer population in Iowa 
was estimated at 445,000 in 2020.

According to Jeremy King of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, trends in 
the deer population at Lake Panorama are difficult to determine. He says the basis 
the DNR uses is harvest registrations. Anytime hunters harvest a deer, they are 
required by law to report the harvest by midnight the day after they kill it.
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nature, and that’s where we live.”
And if a deer is seen in the water?
“If there’s a deer in the lake, just call the 

office, and either security or maintenance 
will go out and try to get that deer out of 
the lake with our barge equipment.”

Rumelhart said if a sick or wounded ani-
mal is seen to always call the DNR. 

“They’re legally responsible for taking 
care of those animals,” he said.

DEER POPULATION  
TRENDS AT THE LAKE

According to DNR officer King, the 
trends in the deer population at Lake Pan-
orama are difficult to determine. 

“People can drive around and see more 
deer than they did last year and assume 
the deer population is up. And, at the 
same time, another person might not see 
many deer and assume the population is 
down,” he said. “Really, the basis the DNR 
uses is harvest registrations. Anytime a 
hunter harvests a deer, they’re required by 
law to report the harvest by midnight the 
day after they kill it. Then we can look at 
that data and see what our harvest trend is 
like, and we can compare that to our hunt-
er numbers as well.”

King said he worked with the DNR wild-
life department and the LPA two years ago, 
and they came up with the deer manage-
ment zone around the lake so that they 
were allotted their own number of tags. 

“Prior to that, anytime a member of 
Lake Panorama wanted to hunt Lake Pan-
orama ground, they bought antlerless tags, 
and those would come out of the county-
wide quota,” he said. “Two years ago, we 
established a quota just for Lake Panora-
ma.”

Taking all factors into consideration, 
King feels the deer population around 
Lake Panorama is relatively steady. In de-
termining what is a “proper” number of 
deer, King stressed that it depends on the 
observer. He said, for some citizens, even 
a few deer are too many, while for hunters, 
there may never be enough. 

 “Trying to find that social balance is a 
really difficult thing,” he said.

NUISANCE DEER
King said that, if a deer is eating your 

plants, you are not allowed to shoot it. 
“There are processes to try to reduce or 

eliminate deer damage to property,” he 
said. “We have a deer biologist who specif-
ically focuses on how to help landowners 
and homeowners deal with nuisance deer 
problems.”

King lives at Lake Panorama, and he is 
familiar with the many interactions with 
deer that happen regularly here. 

“They like bird feeders,” King said, “They 
like going where there’s an easy meal. 
They are animals of survival. If people 
are having issues with deer around their 
house, maybe remove those bird feeders 
or elevate them high enough where deer 
can’t get to them.” 

He added that deer will sometimes 
stand on their back legs to reach food, so 
they can reach as high as 8 feet. Other sug-
gestions for preventing deer damage to 
plants and trees include putting a wrap or 
chicken wire around trees and installing 
a high fence around gardens. Also, some 
plants are known to emit scents that deer 
don’t like to approach. These include lav-
ender, sage, yarrow, daffodil and marigold.

“Another simple thing you can do that 
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Jeremy King of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources says deer like going 
where there’s an easy meal because they are animals of survival. If people are 
having issues with deer around their house, he suggests removing those bird 
feeders or elevating them high enough so deer can’t get to them.
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usually works pretty well is add a dryer 
sheet with a paper clip or something at-
tached to the plant or the area,” King said. 
“A lot of times, that will ward them off.”

King stresses that deer are quickly get-
ting used to being around people.  

“I’ve driven around Lake Panorama and 
seen deer literally lying against houses un-
derneath the dryer vent where the warm 
air is blowing on them in the winter,” he 
said. “A number of animals have learned 
to become very adapted to humans. 
Whitetail deer is one of them, along with 
raccoons and Canada geese. Deer have 
just learned to live with humans.” 

In addition to dealing with live deer, 
King acknowledges, as Rumelhart did, that 
occasionally a deer carcass needs to be re-
moved. He said the standard practice for 
dealing with dead deer on a roadway is to 
drag it into the nearest ditch. 

“If a landowner finds one, absolutely, 
they’re more than welcome to drag it off 
somewhere,” he said. “If you find a dead 
deer and you want the antlers, the way 
Iowa’s laws are, if the antlers are still at-
tached to the skull, then you have to get a 
salvage tag before you can take them.”

King said the salvage tag is free and can 
be obtained through him by calling or tex-
ting his work cell phone number of 712-
250-0061. 

DEER AND DISEASE
King says Chronic Wasting Disease 

(CWD) in Guthrie County has not been a 
problem. 

“There are about seven to nine counties 
in Iowa that have it,” he said. “The nearest 
one is Greene County, where one deer has 

been sampled in the last two years that 
had CWD. This issue that we have is EHD, 
which is also known as ‘blue tongue.’ ” 

EHD, which stands for Epizootic Hem-
orrhagic Disease, is common in the coun-
ty’s deer. 

“It’s a disease the deer get by being bit-
ten by a midge bug,” he said. “It basically 
causes their tongue to swell, and they run 
a fever, so they go to water. And usually 
within three to four days after they’ve been 
bitten, they die.” 

Deer infected with the EHD virus will 
often be found dead in the water. King said 
over the past year, three deer carcasses 
were found at Lake Panorama from sus-
pected EHD virus. He asks the public to 
inform him of any such carcasses so the 
DNR can use accurate data to help adjust 
hunting tag numbers to best balance the 
population.

ENJOY THE DEER
In summarizing how to deal with wild-

life nuisance issues, King said, “We do 
have a federal biologist that we work with, 
and our local biologist can help you come 
up with solutions if you have a major issue 
going on. And I think a lot of folks need to 
remember that we have a beautiful lake…
and we’re going to have wildlife that’s go-
ing to be around there. We built homes in 
their home.” 

King encourages everyone to remember 
that the natural beauty of the lake area in-
cludes geese, deer, raccoons, foxes, mink, 
bobcats and other animals. His best ad-
vice? 

“Pour an extra cup of coffee, sit back 
and enjoy it.” n

TRISH HART | SPECIAL TO LAKE PANORAMA TIMES

A known disease issue with deer locally is Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease, which 
is also known as “blue tongue.” EHD infects deer that are bitten by a midge bug. It 
causes their tongue to swell, and they run a fever and go to water. Usually within 
three to four days after they’ve been bitten, they die. Jeremy King of the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources says three deer carcasses were found at Lake 
Panorama from suspected EHD virus over the past year.
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Q: CAN CHRISTMAS TREES BE 
DROPPED OFF AT THE YARD 
WASTE FACILITIES?

 
A: Yes. According to the LPA, natural 

Christmas trees are welcome at both yard 
waste facilities, but the trees cannot be 
wrapped in plastic. The LPA also stresses 
NOT to place Christmas trees on the ice 
or in the lake, as trees do not make good 
fish habitat without special preparation 
and can become floating obstacles in the 
spring.

Q: IS THERE A FEE TO RUN 
OBITUARIES IN LAKE PANORAMA 
TIMES?  

 A:  Yes. Starting in 2024, the advertis-
ing rate to run an obituary with a full 
color photo is $40. Your local funeral care 
provider can handle this for you and your 
family, or you can send directly to Shane 
Goodman at shane@dmcityview.com.  

Q: CAN I HAVE A FUEL STORAGE 
TANK ON MY PROPERTY?  

 A:  Section 9.2c of the LPA Rules and 
Regulations addresses fuel storage tanks. 
It states that every tank for the storage of 
heating fuel or propane that is installed 
outside shall be buried below the surface 
of the ground or screened by fencing or 
shrubbery. It also states that no fuel stor-
age tank larger than 20 gallons shall be 
installed, above or below ground, other 

than for the storage of heating fuel or pro-
pane.

Q: WHAT ARE THE RULES 
ON SNOWMOBILES AT LAKE 
PANORAMA? 

 A: Section 4. 3 of the LPA Rules and 
Regulations addresses snowmobiles, 
stating that “all regulations regarding 
snowmobiles promulgated by the State of 
Iowa shall apply, including but not lim-
ited to age restrictions” and “the off road 
recreational vehicle regulations and laws 
of the State of Iowa shall apply to the Lake 
Panorama Subdivision.” In addition, it 
states, “Snowmobiles may be operated on 
member’s lot only, or on areas specifically 
designated by the Lake Panorama Board 
of Directors or LPA management as au-
thorized by the Board of Directors.” For 
answers to more specific questions, reach 
out to the LPA office at 641-755-2301.

Q: I HEARD THE GUTHRIE 
COUNTY TIMES VEDETTE 
NEWSPAPER IS NOW AVAILABLE 
VIA EMAIL FOR FREE.  
IS THAT TRUE? IF SO,  
HOW DO I RECEIVE IT?  

 
A:  It is true, and you can receive the 

Times Vedette now digitally for free, sent 
to your email inbox on Tuesdays and Fri-
days during the lunch hour. Sign up at 
www.gctimesnews.com. n

ASK
Submit your questions at 
www.lakepanoramatimes.com 
or email 
shane@dmcityview.com. 

PANORAMA EXCELS AT 
DANCE TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS
BY RICH WICKS
Lake Panorama Times

On Nov. 30, the Panorama High School 
Dance team danced their way to multiple 
trophies at the Iowa Dance Team Cham-
pionships, which were held at Wells Fargo 
Arena and Hy-Vee Hall in Des Moines. 
The team includes Maci Bauer, Madelyn 
Carstens, Donovin Delp, Riley Gibson, 
Hadley Fitch, Zoey Hambleton, Tori Heck-
man, Jessica Randol, Lexi Wasson and 
Sarah Westergaard. The team is coached 
by Kristi Vance and Mikeely Denger.

Team awards won by the Panthers in-

clude Class I Lyrical Team (first place), 
Class I Contemporary (first place) and 
Class III Jazz (second place). The team was 
also awarded the Judges Choice Award, 
Community Service Award, ISDTA Cares 
Award-Food Shelter Donation, and Aca-
demic Excellence Award. Individually, 
Donovin Delp repeated as Class III State 
Champion Dancer. His average score from 
the three judges was 92.17, well ahead of 
the closest challenger’s 89.5 average.

The Iowa Championships are the na-
tion’s largest high school dance competi-
tion with more than 250 teams and more 
than 5,000 dancers. n

It’s the law and NOT
calling could cost you

money or your life!

Call 811
or 800-292-8989

www.iowaonecall.com

www.panorafiber.com www.lakepanorama.org

mailto:shane@dmcityview.com
http://www.gctimesnews.com
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LAKE PANORAMA ASSOCIATION UPDATES

MANAGERS’ COFFEE PROVIDES 
ASSOCIATION UPDATES

BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

The last Managers’ Coffee for 2023 was 
Dec. 15 at the Lake Panorama National 
conference center. Updates were shared 
by both Royce Shaffer, who was named 
LPN director of operations Sept. 1, and 
John Rutledge, who has been the Lake 
Panorama Association (LPA) general 
manager for more than 17 years. 

This is the second event where Shaffer 
provided the LPN update rather than Rut-
ledge.

“Since our last coffee in September, a 
good portion of my time has been spent 
planning for 2024,” Shaffer said. “This 
consists of budgeting and working on the 
2024 restaurant lease. I am pleased that 
both of these items are now finalized.”

Shaffer said the LPA board of direc-
tors approved the proposed LPN bud-
get, which includes projected revenue of 
about $1.8 million.

Earlier in the fall, the LPN food and 

beverage task force used a survey to gath-
er input on the 2023 operation. A total of 
490 responses were received. From this 
survey, Shaffer said the task force iden-
tified a list of items they wanted to work 
on with current tenants Nick and Lynn 
Kuhn. 

Shaffer listed some of the responses 
that stood out in the survey, including 
89% of LPA homeowners said it is ex-
tremely important or very important to 
have a restaurant at LPN; 83% of respon-
dents want a casual full-service din-
ing experience; when asked to choose 
between personal service and fast ser-
vice, 82% chose personal service; 75% of 
respondents would like a server to take 
their order; and 60% of respondents felt 
it was important for a server to close out 
their order.

“These survey results were helpful in 
crafting a strategy for 2024, and I am 
pleased LPN has reached an agreement 
with Nick and Lynn Kuhn for 2024,” Shaf-
fer said. “In this new agreement, they 
have agreed to add a table service option 
in addition to the QR code ordering. Look 
for this to start around May 1 when they 
can hire additional staff. Also, peak sea-
son hours will be expanded to include 
lunch on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.”

Shaffer encouraged continued support 

for The Links Lounge during the off sea-
son. Winter hours are Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday 4-10 p.m. 

Regarding the golf portion of the LPN, 
Shaffer said everyone who was a season 
passholder at Panorama West or Lake 
Panorama National in 2023 has received 
2024 passholder forms in the mail. Those 
who are interested in season passes at ei-
ther course for the first time can find de-
tails on the LPN website at lakepanoram-
anational.com by clicking on the “season 
golf passes” link. 

Shaffer said both the LPN events cen-
ter and the Panorama West clubhouse are 
booking events for 2024. To inquire about 
these event spaces, complete the “contact 
us” form on the LPN website. The link for 
this is on the top right of the homepage.

Shaffer closed his report by encourag-
ing anyone not receiving the LPN Resort 
Weekly email to get signed up. This news-
letter typically is sent each Monday and 
highlights upcoming LPN events and 
other information. To sign up, go to the 
LPN website, scroll down to the “Get the 
Latest News” section, and enter an email 
address. 

Rutledge opened his report by talking 
about the Lake Panorama Rural Improve-
ment Zone (RIZ). He said the rip rap along 
the south shore was funded by RIZ, at a 

cost of about $850,000. Legal agreements 
are in place between RIZ and LPA that the 
area will be maintained as a green space 
and not a developed area. 

“LPA allows the Panorama Community 
Schools to use the south shore trails for a 
portion of their cross country trail,” Rut-
ledge said. “The start, finish, bathrooms, 
concessions and parking are all located at 
the school, so the impact on LPA is mini-
mal. The disc golf course is ready for use, 
with signage to be added in the spring. 
The trails are great for recreational walk-
ing and hiking. Thanks to Friends of Lake 
Panorama for their efforts and leadership 
on this new recreational amenity.” 

Expansion of the old CIPCO sediment 
basin, which has been renamed the 180th 
Trail Basin, continues. The project is ex-
pected to exceed $4 million in total cost 
once completed. This basin will be used 
for dredging spoils once the current basin 
is full.

RIZ operated a pilot program for cover 
crop incentives in 2022 and expanded the 
program with local producers in the lake’s 
watershed this fall. 

“This addresses erosion vulnerability 
and nutrient runoff during the period be-
tween fall harvest and spring planting 
and emergence,” Rutledge said. “We cur-
rently have 1,320 acres enrolled, which 

Your complete print and digital network of publications 
for news, information and advertising in Guthrie County.

Welcome to our family of Times publications delivered for FREE 

to every household and business in Panora, Linden, Yale, Jamaica, 

Bagley, Guthrie Center, Adair, Casey and all property owners at Lake 

Panorama every month. Local news and features on the people, places 

and events of the area in full-color, magazine format publications.

111 E. Main St., Panora
641-755-2115
www.biggreenumbrellamedia.com

panoratimes.com guthriecentertimes.com lakepanoramatimes.com

Royce Shaffer and John 
Rutledge share information 
on plans for 2024.

http://lakepanoramanational.com
http://lakepanoramanational.com
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includes 11 different producers and land-
owners.”

The 2023-24 RIZ fiscal year began July 
1. Projected tax increment financing 
(TIF) revenues for this fiscal year are $3 
million.

“Valuations for 2023, which will be tax-
able in 2024-25, were released late yester-
day. An initial review indicates RIZ rev-
enues will continue to grow, with 2024-25 
TIF collections exceeding $3.5 million,” 
Rutledge said. “It is difficult to forecast 
this number precisely as the 2024-25 
budget year represents uncharted terri-
tory due to a property tax overhaul by the 
Iowa Legislature.”

Rutledge said RIZ issued $9.7 million of 
debt certificates this fall. 

“This sounds like a tremendous 
amount of money, but in the context of 
RIZ, it is not,” he said. “We will use these 
funds to replace the dredge and booster 
pump and continue advancing on our 
plans for sediment storage and preventa-
tive water quality endeavors.”

Legislative issues remain a top priority 
for LPA, Rutledge said. 

“Property tax reform was one of the hot 
issues for 2023, and there are talks about 
the legislature revisiting that with an-
other round of property tax reforms. TIF 
reform would impact RIZ. We’ve already 
been involved with key legislators and 
Gov. Reynolds’ office to set a foundation 
for future discussions and input to pro-
tect RIZ.”

In addition to RIZ, Rutledge said LPA is 
watching other topics at the legislature. 

“These efforts ebb and flow; there are 
years in which I’m required to visit the 
Capitol only a couple of times, while oth-
er years demand multiple visits and daily 
monitoring of legislation and amend-
ments,” he said. “2024 will be a busy year 
for me at the legislature.”

Turning to LPA business, Rutledge said 
no changes were made to the 2023 buoy 
map for 2024. 

“There were some requests for expan-
sion of no wake zones into the coves, 
but the water safety committee and 
LPA board opted to leave the map un-
changed,” he said. “The committee is 
concerned creating more no wake areas 
would push boating traffic into a narrow-
er and smaller footprint, creating safety 
issues.”

Rutledge also noted speed and wake 
are not necessarily the same thing. 

“Some 10 mph areas are hot topics for 
member concerns, as they see a boat put-
ting out a wake and want LPA to cite this 
boater. Often, the boater is traveling at 8 
or 9 miles per hour and complying with 
the speed limit,” he said.

The LPA deer hunting program runs 

into January, but Rutledge said the major-
ity of the harvest had been realized, with 
95 antlerless deer harvested by Dec. 15. 
He said this is down from previous years 
and follows a local trend for reduced deer 
population. 

Rutledge said the 2024 LPA budget has 
been approved by the LPA board and in-
cludes a 5% dues increase. Camping fees 
increased for the coming year, but there 
was no change to boat stickers and no 
change to water rates at this time. 

There is one large capital project 
planned for 2024. 

“This is fixing a scour that exists in 
front of the dam,” Rutledge said. “It likely 
developed over time, and we need to in-
stall large rip rap to ensure continued 
flow does not undermine the footings of 
the dam itself. This is not a short-term 
emergency, but rather a long-term proac-
tive investment.”

Rutledge said LPA has ample salt on-
hand for winter snow removal. 

“Please remember this process does 
require us to ‘wing back’ snow from the 
road edge, which can shave some turf off 
the edge of the roadway,” he said. “This 
occurs because turf grows annually in 
height, and the road stays the same. Thus, 
periodic shaving occurs.”

Rutledge issued a reminder to follow 
the rules at the brush dumps. 

“Most people follow the rules, but there 
are a handful who don’t and risk ruining 
this for the entire membership,” he said. 
“If you hire a contractor, please empha-
size they need to follow the rules, as they 
are provided access to the facilities on 
your behalf.”

Phil Watson Jr. has purchased Coulter’s 
Panorama Marine. This was a voluntary 
sale that Lyn Coulter and Watson negoti-
ated privately. LPA’s role was to consent to 
the new marina tenant. On Sept. 26, the 
LPA board of directors approved a 2024-
2028 lease between LPA and Watson for 
operation of the LPA-owned marina.

Boat lines carried by Coulter’s will con-
tinue to be carried by Watson, and Coul-
ter’s staff have the opportunity to work 
for Watson’s organization. Watson is de-
veloping a boat sales, service and storage 
facility on Highway 4 and is experiencing 
some construction delays. Rutledge said 
he has assured LPA he is moving forward, 
although he will likely occupy the exist-
ing sales and service building for a few 
months to accommodate delayed com-
pletion of his facilities. 

Rutledge closed by sharing the date of 
the 2024 LPA annual meeting, which is 
Saturday, May 11, 10 a.m. at the LPN con-
ference center. He said to watch the LPA 
Prompt for dates of 2024 Managers’ Cof-
fees. n



LAKE PANORAMA TIMESPAGE 12  |  JANUARY 2024 www.lakepanoramatimes.com

BY MICHAEL C. WOODY
Lake Panorama Times

Grab another cup of coffee and take a 
nice long look at the lake, because we have 
some movies to talk about. Hang on tight. 
This is a lot to take in, but it will give you an 
idea of how my holidays were spent.

“SALTBURN” 
(in a limited theatrical release and 
streaming)

This movie was apparently made to de-
liberately irritate at least half of its audi-
ence every night. It stars Barry Keoghan, 
who was Oscar-nominated for his perfor-
mance in “The Banshees of Inisherin” last 
year, and it was written and directed by 
Emerald Fennell, who challenged us with 

“Promising Young Woman” a few years 
ago. This is a polarizing film that will test 
many audience members. It is not for the 
weak of heart. Grade: B/B+

“CANDY CANE LANE” 
(streaming on Amazon Prime)

Eddie Murphy continues to embarrass 
himself in comedies that don’t possess a 
single funny idea or line of dialogue. This 
movie will save you money because it will 
likely cause you to cancel Amazon Prime 
Video. The word abysmal comes to mind. 
This man simply needs to stop making 

movies. Grade: D

“EILEEN” 
(coming to streaming soon)  

Like the best of the old 1950s “tough guy 
fiction” noir films, “Eileen” is an interest-
ing look at a young woman living a mis-
erable existence working at the prison in 
a small town. Mom is dead, and dad is a 
former cop, now just a drunk who is liter-
ally drinking himself to death. Eileen’s life 
changes dramatically when a new wom-
an is hired at the prison. To tell you more 
might spoil your fun. I liked the movie, but 

it is challenging at times. Grade: A-

“WONKA” 
(in theaters and doing well)  

Timothee Chalamet inherits Roald 
Dahl’s Willy Wonka mantle from Gene 
Wilder and Johnny Depp, and he does 
it quite well. Maybe better. It is a differ-
ent Wonka than the previous over-the-top 
films, but I liked this one better. Sweet, 
charming and, of course, twisted, “Won-
ka” is one of the year’s pleasant surprises. 
Grade: A

LOCAL FILM REVIEWS 

WONKA. PURPLE. FERRARI. DUCKS. MORE. 

“Eileen”“Candy Cane Lane”“Saltburn”

And a great film directed 
by George Clooney and 
an awful one starring 
Eddie Murphy.

320 State Street, 320 State Street, 
Guthrie Center Guthrie Center 
Follow us on Facebook!   (641) 332-2267 
Tuesday-Friday 10-5 & Saturday 10-2

We also offer art classes for kids & adults!

JESSE AND THE MEDICINE MEN
Live Country Music by

DINNER AND CONCERT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2024
GUTHRIE COUNTY ART COUNCIL PRESENTS 

TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE 
BEFORE FEB. 2ND AT ART ON STATE

• Ticket includes 5 p.m. wine &  
chocolate tasting at Art on State

• 6 p.m. dinner by Cabbage Rose 
Restaurant at the Activity Center

• BYOB or buy wine at Art on State
TICKETS 

ONLY 
$40 102 W. Main Street, Panora

(641) 755-3128
           @craftyscoffee 

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 6AM-2PM
SATURDAY 8AM-2PM

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

We are looking for reliable, We are looking for reliable, 
upbeat employees.upbeat employees.

No Sundays or Mondays!No Sundays or Mondays!

Stop in and ask for Kristin to Stop in and ask for Kristin to 
get an application. get an application. 

WE’RE 
HIRING!

FOR DAY & AFTERNOON HOURSFOR DAY & AFTERNOON HOURS
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“THE BOYS IN THE BOAT” 
(in theaters)  

George Clooney directs this adaptation 
of the successful book about a small row-
ing team that ends up competing in the 
Olympics. I’m leaving out a lot of the story 
so you can experience it like we did. It is a 
wonderful movie about a piece of history I 
was unfamiliar with, and the film was ex-
hilarating and very, very well done.  
Grade: A

“MIGRATION” 
(in theaters)   

From the animation folks who bring us 
those hilarious Minions movies, “Migra-
tion” is a story about a Mallard duck family 
trying to migrate to Jamaica. To say that it 
is a crazy trip would be an understatement. 

I found “Migration” both fun and funny, 
but the kids in the packed theater were ab-
solutely loving it. Grade: B+

“ANYONE BUT YOU” 
(in theaters)   

When a couple who meet in a cute way 
but end up splitting over a misunderstand-
ing end up at a destination wedding to-
gether, funny stuff happens. It’s not the 
best movie I saw this holiday season, but it 
does have some laugh-out-loud raunchi-
ness with the premise. It is a popcorn mov-
ie, for sure. Grade: B

“FERRARI” 
(in theaters)     

Director Michael Mann delivers another 
excellent film, this time about legendary 

auto designer Enzo Ferrari. My two Ford 
Windstar mini-vans would tell you I’m not 
a car guy, but this study of a man in crisis 
(on several levels) is so well done — and 
the ending so traumatic — I was com-
pletely on board. Adam Driver is excellent 
as Ferrari, and Penelope Cruz is also top-
notch as his estranged wife. Grade: A-

“THE COLOR PURPLE” 
(in theaters)    

This film version of the Broadway hit 
musical is based on the 1985 film of the 
same name with Whoopi Goldberg and 
Oprah Winfrey. This one left me feeling 
flat. The subject matter, at times, is disturb-
ing, but I admit that I was hooked by the 
end, which redeemed most of the rest of it. 
Grade: B-

I hope everyone had a great holiday 
season, and though we have not seen 
much snow, I think we’ve got plenty of 
winter left to come. Best wishes for a 
happy and healthy new year. Now, pass 
the popcorn. n

Michael C. Woody has 
been reviewing movies 
on radio and television 
since 1986 and can be 
heard talking movies ev-
ery Wednesday afternoon 
at 2:30 p.m. on KXn0 
106.3 with Keith Mur-
phy and Andy Fales. You can also follow 
him on Twitter @MrMovieDSM. He and 
his wife, Susan, are residents of Lake Pan-
orama.

“Wonka” “The Boys in the Boat” “Migration” “Anyone But You”

REFRIGERATOR 
OR FREEZER, 

YOUR 
CHOICE!

916 Main Street, Adel • 515-993-4287
Mon-Fri 8-5, Saturday 8-2

224 Highway 92, Winterset • 515-462-2939
Mon-Fri 9-5, Saturday 9-2www.adelwintersettv.com
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3.5 CU FT. Power Wash 
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Pricing valid Jan. 1-31,  2024
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LAKE PANORAMA ASSOCIATION FUNDRAISER

DONATIONS SOUGHT TO 
REPLACE TREES ALONG LAKE 
PANORAMA’S WEST ENTRANCE

BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

In 2012, the Lake Panorama Association 
conducted a fundraising campaign to plant 
trees along Panorama Road at the main 
west entrance to the lake. In the early days 
of the lake development, pine trees lined 
both sides of the road north of where a 
guard shack was originally. 

As those trees reached the end of their life 
span, they were removed, but no replace-
ments were planted. LPA members pro-
vided the impetus for the fundraising cam-
paign, and a number of trees were planted 
to replace those that were lost. 

Ten years later, the same situation exists. 
At least a dozen trees along the west en-
trance have been removed with both storm 
damage and disease as culprits. The trees 
planted in 2012 helped cushion the blow of 
these more recent losses, yet gaps remain 
where trees once stood.

Some members have contacted the LPA 

to ask if there are plans to replace trees 
along this iconic entrance to Lake Panora-
ma. In 2012, Friends of Lake Panorama, a 
501(c)3 nonprofit charity, did not exist. Now 
LPA is working with Friends on a fundrais-
ing campaign that will give donors who 
itemize at tax time the opportunity to de-
duct their donations. 

The LPA has partnered with Isom Tree 
Farm on a tree planting plan. It calls for 11 
new trees to be planted along Panorama 
Road north of the guard shack. The plan 
also includes the addition of two trees near 
the sports court at Sunset Beach. 

Five sugar maple trees would be planted 
with a tree spade with four along Panorama 
Road and one at Sunset Beach. Larry and 
Heather Isom, who live on Burchfield Cove 
and own Isom Tree Farm, plan to donate 
one sugar maple. 

The plan also includes eight nursery trees 
— two red maples, three London planetrees 
and three autumn blaze maples. One au-
tumn blaze maple would be planted at Sun-
set Beach, with the other seven along Pan-
orama Road. 

The average cost per tree is $400. Those 
interested in funding a single tree would 
make a $400 donation. Larger and smaller 
donations also are welcome. Once fund-
raising is complete, all donors will be recog-
nized in a story in the LPA Prompt and the 
Lake Panorama Times. Donors of $500 or 
more can make their donation in honor or 
memory of someone and will be recognized 
on the Friends of Lake Panorama website. 

The total cost of this tree-planting proj-
ect is $4,500. It is hoped this goal can be 
reached by the end of March so trees can be 
planted as soon as spring conditions allow. 
The LPA will take care of watering, deer pro-
tection and fertilization. 

Donations to Friends are tax-deductible; 
all donors receive a letter of thanks to use 
during tax preparation. Donations can be 
made by check payable to Friends of Lake 
Panorama and mailed to Friends, P.O. Box 
488, Panora, IA, 50216. Donations also can 
be made through Venmo @Panorama-
Friends, or by credit card at friendsoflakep-
anorama.org. n

At least a dozen trees 
along the west entrance 
have been removed with 
both storm damage and 
disease as culprits.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN THOMPSON | LAKE PANORAMA TIMES

This photo shows the size of the nursery trees available from Isom Tree Farm. A 
fundraising effort to plant 13 new trees on the west side of the lake includes plans for 
eight nursery trees — two red maples, three London planetrees and three autumn 
blaze maples. 

Larry Isom planted two sugar maple trees at the Lake Panorama dog park in 
November 2021. He and his wife, Heather, who own Isom Tree Farm, donated those 
trees and installation. Now money is being raised to plant 13 trees, with 11 along 
Panorama Road near Lake Panorama’s main west entrance and two at Sunset 
Beach. Five of the trees planned are sugar maples, which Isom will plant using this 
tree spade. 

LPA and Friends of Lake Panorama have 
partnered to raise money for some trees 
to be planted on the west side of the 
lake. Sugar maples from the Isom Tree 
Farm will be transplanted from here 
with a tree spade to locations along 
Panorama Road near the guard shack 
and Sunset Beach. 

http://friendsoflakepanorama.org
http://friendsoflakepanorama.org
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FRIENDS OF 
LAKE PANORAMA 
CELEBRATES 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY

BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

Throughout 2024, Friends of Lake Panora-
ma will be celebrating its 10th anniversary. 
Articles of Incorporation were filed with the 
Iowa Secretary of State’s office Nov. 1, 2013. 
The first meeting of the Friends of Lake Pan-
orama board of directors was Dec. 3, 2013. 

On Jan. 17, 2013, an application for 501(c)
(3) nonprofit designation was submitted to 
the IRS. A letter from the IRS dated July 2, 
2014, stated the Friends of Lake Panorama 
is exempt from federal income tax, and con-
tributions to the public charity are deduct-
ible under federal law. 

The nonprofit’s mission is to improve rec-
reational amenities at Lake Panorama. The 
charity is governed by a volunteer, seven-
member board of directors, which held its 
2024 organizational meeting Nov. 29.  

At the meeting, two board members — 
Jody Muench and Jim Tibbles — were re-
appointed to new three-year terms. Other 
board members are Galen Johnson, John 
Muenzenberger, Jan Reinicke, Jackie Wellik 
and Bill Winkleblack. 

In officer elections, Reinicke was elect-
ed president, Tibbles vice president, and 
Muenzenberger secretary-treasurer. Susan 
Thompson is the non-profit’s executive di-
rector.

With the help of many donors and the 
Lake Panorama Association, Friends has 
had a busy 10 years. Sunset Beach play-
ground opened in July 2016. Boulder Beach 
sports courts opened in June 2018. 

Many other successful projects followed 
and include Shady and Boulder beaches 
playground improvements, Panorama West 
rain garden, dog park, Sunset Beach sports 
court, Panorama West Nature Trail, LPN 
Shade sails, and 20 new benches at beaches 

and golf courses. 
In August 2017, Friends received a 

$473,700 estate gift from Jim and Joyce 
McLuen to be used at the Panorama West 
Golf Club. That estate gift turned an already 
good golf course into something truly spe-
cial. 

The current priority project is a pack-
age of low-impact recreational ameni-
ties on Lake Panorama’s south shore. The 
Lake Panorama trails system, with a cross 
country trail for the Panorama Community 
Schools incorporated into it, is marked and 
open.  

Also complete are a fenced driveway to a 
parking lot that provides walk-through ac-
cess to the recreation area, and a small shel-
ter near the parking lot. The disc golf course 
is open for play, with signage to be added in 
the spring. Also in the spring, a picnic table 
will be added to the shelter, informational 
signs will be installed, and benches and 
bluebird houses will be placed throughout 
the recreational area.  

More than $7,500 was donated to Friends 
of Lake Panorama in the final two months 
of 2023. Currently, donors giving to Friends 
can designate their gift to the Lake Panora-
ma south shore recreation area, a tree plant-
ing project on the lake’s west side (see relat-
ed story), and the Friends general fund. 

Donations can be made by check payable 
to Friends of Lake Panorama, and mailed 
to Friends of Lake Panorama, P.O. Box 488, 
Panora, IA 50216. Direct donations can be 
sent via Venmo @Panorama-Friends. Dona-
tions also can be made by credit card on the 
Friends website at friendsoflakepanorama.
org.

Donations of securities (stocks, mutual 
funds, etc.) are welcome, as are direct IRA 
qualified charitable distributions. 

Details on past, present and future proj-
ects can be found on the Friends website. 
Friends also has a Facebook page. Those 
interested in keeping up-to-date about 
Friends activities are asked to “like” and 
“share” the Friends page. Those with ques-
tions or comments about Friends of Lake 
Panorama can send an email to staff@
friendsoflakepanorama.org. n

The nonprofit’s 
mission is to improve 
recreational amenities 
at Lake Panorama.

Offering

OFFICE: 641-755-3351
DANNY’S CELL: 515-971-0226 

lpbarge@att.net

Make Us Your First Call!

http://friendsoflakepanorama.org
http://friendsoflakepanorama.org
mailto:staff@friendsoflakepanorama.org
mailto:staff@friendsoflakepanorama.org
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LAKE PANORAMA ASSOCIATION

2024 REMINDERS FROM LAKE 
PANORAMA ASSOCIATION

Included with the annual 2024 dues 
mailings is information for LPA members 
to review as the new year gets underway. 
Some key items are summarized here. 

Dues and assessments are due May 1, 
2024. To sign up for automated electronic 
funds transfer (EFT) payments, contact 
the LPA office at 641-755-2301 or dkram-
beer@lakepanorama.org. The EFT form 
is available on the LPA website under the 
Forms folder. Complete, sign and return 
this form to the office with a copy of a 
voided check.

Members who used amenities in 2023 
received amenity statements for 2024 
with their dues notices. Inform the office 
if there are amenity changes for 2024. All 
dues and assessments must be paid prior 
to receiving boat or camping stickers. 

LPA’s website has lots of useful infor-
mation. Members who have never signed 
up should go to lakepanorama.org and 
click on “Resident Sign Up.” Request a 
login and LPA staff will grant access. The 
website has up-to-date documents and 
details for building permits, rental forms, 
boating, and much more. It also is used 
to communicate with the membership 
through the weekly LPA Prompt and spe-
cial announcements. The official LPA 
website is lakepanorama.org. The official 
LPN website is lakepanoramanational.
com.

In 2021, LPA created a water safety vid-
eo to help members review and under-
stand rules while operating on the lake. 
The link to this video is on the public 

side of the LPA website under the Helpful 
Links tab. It also is available on YouTube 
by searching “LPA Water Safety Video.” 

Current DNR registration copies and 
invasive species forms must be on file 
prior to boat sticker issuance. If a mem-
ber doesn’t have any change in vessels 
from 2023 and all information on file is 
current, no new invasive form is neces-
sary. RESIDENT boats will retain the pre-
viously issued green sticker. NON-RESI-
DENT boats will be issued a new red 2024 
sticker. 

All owners of non-resident boats must 
contact LPA Security for inspection pri-
or to launching their boat in 2024. Refer 
to the LPA website for more informa-
tion. Any changes to vessels registered 
and new DNR registrations need to be 
emailed to boat@lakepanorama.org.

Maximum length for non-pontoon 
type boats is 24 feet, including swim 
platforms. Stern drive or inboard engine 
displacement may not exceed 6.2 liters. 
Outboard motors may not exceed 300 hp. 
Maximum length for pontoons is 27 feet, 
including swim platforms. Outboard mo-
tors and jet powered motors may not ex-
ceed 200 hp. Stern drive motors may not 
exceed 299 hp. For personal water craft 
(PWC), no 2-cycle PWC shall exceed 130 
hp, and no 4-cycle PWC shall exceed 185 
hp. 

All docks must be registered with Iowa 
DNR, including floating docks. New 
members should update dock permit in-
formation with the Iowa DNR. The dock 

sign application form is on the LPA web-
site.

Phil Watson Jr., owner of Panorama 
Marine, is LPA’s new marina tenant. Wat-
son purchased Coulter’s Marine from Lyn 
Coulter in 2023. Panorama Marine has 
the same phone number as Coulter’s did. 
Members with questions can call 641-
755-2920.

Building permits and land disturb-
ing permits are required for any project. 
Contact the LPA office prior to a building 
project, new driveway, or projects includ-
ing land disturbance. Planning ahead 
will save costly corrections later. Own-
ers, not contractors, must sign all permit 
applications. Members requesting vari-
ances must pay a fee and make the re-
quest by 4:30 p.m. the first Monday of the 
month.

Members need to be familiar with 
LPA’s rules and regulations. These can be 
found on the public or private side of the 
LPA website under the Documents tab 
(public side) or Governing Documents 
folder (private side). 

To reserve a beach shelter, fill out 
the beach reservation form that can be 
found online or picked up at the office. 
All beaches have water, electricity and 
restrooms available May 1 to Sept. 30. To 
reserve the Panorama West Clubhouse 
community room, call 641-755-2250. 

Two yard waste sites are open Wednes-
day through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
The sites are closed Monday and Tuesday 
for maintenance. Natural materials less 

than 12 inches in diameter are accepted. 
Construction debris, root balls, stumps, 
plastic leaf bags and other materials that 
do not grow on a member’s lot are pro-
hibited.

Campgrounds are open March 1 to 
Oct. 31. Water is available May 1 through 
Sept. 30. Spots are only available to mem-
bers or guests of members who currently 
have a camping spot. There is a waitlist; 
call the LPA office to check availability.

The LPA office needs current member 
information, which includes mailing ad-
dress, phone numbers and emails. LPA 
does not use the website to update mem-
ber information; members need to call 
or email LPA with any changes. Those 
who are unsure if LPA has up-to-date in-
formation should send an email to lpa@
lakepanorama.org. 

LPA board meetings for 2024 will be-
gin in March. Normally, meetings are the 
fourth Tuesday of the month. Open fo-
rum is at 5 p.m. on meeting nights. Board 
agendas are linked to the weekly LPA 
Prompt prior to each scheduled meeting. 

The LPA Security department cooper-
ates with local law enforcement, regu-
larly patrols the entire lake and enforces 
LPA rules, traffic and other regulations. 
Security responds 24/7. Call Security at 
641-757-9035 to report issues. Call 911 or 
641-747-2214 for fire or ambulance. 

LPA office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Contact the of-
fice by calling 641-755-2301 or emailing 
lpa@lakepanorama.org. n

The Times Vedette is now a twice-weekly digital 
publication emailed for free, covering the news of local 
cities, schools, organizations, law enforcement reports, 
weather, regional news, feature stories, birthdays and 

anniversaries, movie reviews and more. Sign up for free 
at www.gctimesnews.com.  

GUTHRIE CENTER
(641) 332-2032
506 Prairie Street

PANORA
(641) 755-2211
219 E. Main Street

• Burial Services
• Cremations Services

• Pre-Planning

www.twiggfuneralhome.com Curtis Twigg and Craig Twigg

Dedicated to the 
ones you love

mailto:dkrambeer@lakepanorama.org
mailto:dkrambeer@lakepanorama.org
http://lakepanorama.org
http://lakepanorama.org
http://lakepanoramanational.com
http://lakepanoramanational.com
mailto:boat@lakepanorama.org
mailto:lpa@lakepanorama.org
mailto:lpa@lakepanorama.org
mailto:lpa@lakepanorama.org
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SHOWER & BATH REPLACEMENT

COMPLETE BATHROOM REMODEL

TUB TO SHOWER CONVERSION

LAVATORIES & VANITIES

G E T  A 
NEW BATH 
F O R  T H E
NEW YEAR!

Based in central Iowa, 
serving your local community.

nexgenbaths.comVIEW OUR GALLERY:

515.344.4144 | nexgenbaths@gmail.com
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BUSINESS

DETAILERS EYE MOVES 
TO LARGER FACILITY
BY RICH WICKS
Lake Panorama Times

Shane Gliem’s business in Panora is 
shining, which many boat owners on 
Lake Panorama will attest to. Detailers 
Eye is the name of his vehicle cleaning 
service, and he started out in his parents’ 
driveway, then later worked in his garage. 
With his recent purchase of the former 
Panora Service Center building, Gliem 
now has enough room to expand his ser-
vices. The building is located at 108 S.E. 
Sixth St. in Panora, across from Guthrie 
County State Bank.

“When I originally started was 2015,” 
Gliem explained. “And then when I 
bought that house, it became what it is 
now. It grew slowly, and then I was able to 
purchase this building. Now that I have 
this location, I can hopefully start grow-
ing it a little bit quicker, with employees 
and stuff.”

Over the years since he first started de-

tailing vehicles, Gliem has gradually been 
buying equipment that would be of use 
once he obtained a large shop. Now those 
items are ready to be put to use. Detailing 
vehicles means vacuuming and wiping 
down the interior and washing the exteri-
or, but there’s much more to it than that.

“It’s extracting the carpets, getting all 
the dirt out, cleaning under the seats, 
between the seats,” Gliem said. “Some 
customers might not want all the bells 
and whistles; some do. So I have differ-
ent packages to fit as many customers as 
I can.” 

Detailers Eye does detailing differently 
than many of the similar businesses he’s 
seen in urban areas. 

“The way they do it is with very harsh 
chemicals, and very quick,” he said. “The 
goal here is to clean stuff the best you can 
while maintaining the finish. Everything 
that’s manufactured on a vehicle has pro-
tective layers or coating. Even your carpet 
has protection on it.” 

Gliem’s attention to detail is evident 
when he talks about washing cars. 

“I use different processes to get stuff 
that is embedded,” he said. “It’s stuff that 
you maybe can’t see, but you can feel it 
with your hand. The more stuff that’s in 
the paint and on the paint, the duller it 
looks. The dust slowly will get into the 
paint and dull it down over time.”

Since every customer has a different 
preference about how much cleaning is to 
be done, Gliem’s business model is to ca-
ter to exactly what the customer wants. 

“Most interiors take four to six hours,” 
he said. “Most whole vehicles take six to 
eight. But it depends on how far the cus-
tomer wants me to take it.”

Another difference between Detail-
ers Eye and other detailers, according to 
Gliem, is that he also works on boats.   

“A lot of people don’t realize I do cars 
and boats,” he said. “Originally, when I 
started, I was mobile, so all I did was cars. 

And then, as more and more people asked 
me to do boats, I added that on. Occasion-
ally, I get a tractor or something, but the 
main focus is cars and boats.”

The busiest seasons for Gliem are spring 
and fall, as boaters are getting their boats 
ready for the boating season or preparing 
them for the winter. But the demand for 
detailing cars runs steady throughout the 
year. As word of mouth has spread that he 
details boats, that portion of his clientele 
has grown. 

“This year, the No. 1 service was a full 
boat detail,” he said. “This was the first 
year that the boats surpassed cars, just by 
a little bit. But it’s about 50/50.”

Although some customers only come in 
once in a blue moon, others are regulars. 

“It’s a pretty good split,” he said. “Prob-
ably about 80% of the boats I do are re-
turning customers. With cars, I do have 

maintenance customers, monthly or bi-
monthly or whatever they want.”

Asked about unusual finds during his 
cleaning processes, Gliem said, in cars, 
he occasionally discovers documents 
or money that the owner is glad to have 
back. With boats, he encounters a differ-
ent type of surprise. 

“The craziest stuff on boats is animals,” 
he said. “Tons of mice — and raccoons, 
every once in a while.” 

Gliem’s plan for the future of his busi-
ness is to add employees and services to 
meet the needs of the community. 

“The goal right now is to start hiring 
next spring, a little bit before boat season, 
get them trained,” he said. “Maybe one 
or two people, and see how that goes. I’ll 
probably end up selling some cars here, 
too, but I want to see how all of this goes 
first. I don’t want to spread everything too 

Shane Gliem’s business started with mobile detailing in 
2015 and is now located at 108 S.E. Sixth St. in Panora.

Shane Gliem makes another car sparkle.

No crumbs remain after a good detailing 
at Detailers Eye.

PHOTOS BY RICH W
ICKS | LAKE PANORAMA TIMES
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thin.”
Gliem said his immediate plan is to of-

fer Paint Protection Film, or PPF.
“I couldn’t do it at my prior location be-

cause the film is clear, and it has to be re-
ally clean, and doing it in a really small 
garage wasn’t ideal,” he said. “But now 
that I have more space, the goal is to try 
to get that going. That’s my first big push, 

to try to grow that.”
When asked about a favorite moment 

in his work, Gliem said, “I’ve had a lot of 
older people who have had their car for a 
while. They’re used to just the quick vacu-
um and wipe down, and they can’t clean 
it themselves. The joy when they see it. A 
lot of them maybe didn’t realize just how 
far I can take it.” n

The sign for the new location of Detailers Eye was recently installed.

BEFORE

AFTER

Sometimes the results speak for themselves. 
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EDUCATION

PANORAMA SCHOOL 
BOARD WELCOMES  
NEW MEMBERS

BY RICH WICKS
Lake Panorama Times

The Panorama School Board met on 
Dec. 11 in regular session. Outgoing 
board members Cale Kastner and Lee 
White were recognized for their service 
to the district, and recently elected board 
members — Heidi Clark, Clint Deardorff, 
Deb Westergaard, and Damon Crandall 
— were sworn in. Deb Westergaard was 
selected as the board president and Heidi 
Clark as vice president.

The board agreed to start the process 

of designing a new district website in July 
2024. 

“We are trying to make communication 
a little more efficient and streamlined for 
all parents,” Superintendent Kasey Hueb-
ner said. “A Panorama mobile app will 
also be refreshed during this process.” 

The board also approved using the 
company Monkey This to be the content 
manager to help tell the story of what is 
happening in the classroom. 

In the “Good News” portion of the 
meeting, it was mentioned that girls wres-
tling is seeing success in the initial season 
as an independent school after last year’s 
co-op. The program was able to get new 
uniforms that meet the new requirements 
from the IGHSAU. There has been more 
participation, as well as interest, in young-
er girls participating in wrestling now that 
they have seen the opportunity opened 
for them in the district. n

Agrees to start the 
process of designing 
a new district website 
starting in July 2024. 

We handle large orders for family  
gatherings and get togethers.   
ORDER AHEAD FOR PARTY TRAYS! FOR PARTY TRAYS!

We have a wide 
selection of beef, pork 
and chicken. Our meat 
is fresh and our prices  

are great.

OUR MEAT IS Fresh & Affordable!Fresh & Affordable!

Happy New YearHappy New Year from the  from the 
Hometown Foods family to your family.Hometown Foods family to your family.

GROCERIES  GROCERIES  
LOCALLYLOCALLY

Shop forShop for

601 E. Main St., Panora • (641) 755-2213
Open Monday-Saturday 7-9, Sunday 8-8

200 State St., Guthrie Center • (641) 747-2291
Open Monday-Saturday 7-8, Sunday 7-7

THANK YOUTHANK YOU for your business! for your business!
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OBITUARY
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Our greatly beloved Cindy Strahan 
went home to her Savior the Lord Jesus 
Christ on Friday, Dec. 1, 2023.

Cindy and Reid Strahan had their 
first home on Lake Panorama in 
Horseshoe Cove from 1999 through 
2008. They began construction on 
their second lake home in 2015 at 5147 
Panorama Drive. This home has been 
the place of many family gatherings and 
celebrations, including the wedding of 
their granddaughter, Sabrina DeGroote, 
and Grant Thompson in May of 2021. 
Reid and Cindy enjoyed time at their lake 
home nearly every week Monday through 
Wednesday year round until Cindy was 
unable to come any longer due to her 
battle with advanced colon cancer in the 
late summer of 2023. 

Cindy received Christ at an early age 
and trusted Him alone for forgiveness of 
her sins and the hope of Eternal Life. She 
was zealously devoted to the interests 
of Christ in her life and in the lives of 
everyone around her. Someone asked her 
once, “What can I do to encourage you?” 
She said,“Start obeying God and start 
being faithful to church!” She was on her 
way to the Heavenly City, and she wanted 
to take everyone else with her.

She taught, she exhorted, she shared 
quotes and she loved people deeply 
and cared about their souls. She led 
a woman’s Bible study for decades. 
She stood rock solid by her husband, 
Reid, through the joy and struggles of 

pastoring a church.
She loved the Bible, listening to 

sermons and great quotes about living 
for God. She loved the gifts of the Spirit 
and exercised a remarkable spiritual 
gift of praying in the Spirit, interpreting 
and speaking powerful, encouraging 
messages to those she prayed for.

Cindy had a previous battle with 
cancer in 1983-84 discovered during 
her pregnancy with her and Reid’s third 
child, Luke. Abortion was recommended 
by her doctor, but she chose to keep her 
baby and take on any additional risks to 
her life in so doing. Luke was born safely 
and without predicted deformity from 
her chemotherapy. After six months of 
chemotherapy in the University of Iowa 
Hospitals in Iowa City, her cancer had 
spread through her body, and they could 
do no more for her. She was on pain 
medications and given two weeks to 
live. The Lord promised her healing in a 
vision, and shortly thereafter, Dr. Cross 
and Dr. Shreck from Iowa Methodist 
knocked at the door of her home and 
asked her to try one more round of a 
different chemotherapy. She went to 
the hospital that day, had an emergency 
colostomy, and Dr. Shreck began the 
new treatment. Her cancer quickly 
disappeared, and within a few months, 
she was cancer free, her colostomy was 
reversed, and she went on to live nearly 
40 years full of life.

Cindy delighted in being a 
grandmother. Every Thursday for 
years, her home was filled with her 
grandchildren, laughing, playing, 
reading, cooking and doing crafts. 
Although the work and cleanup was 
substantial, it was the highlight of her 
week.

Cindy helped start Strahan 
Construction with her husband, Reid, 
in the late 1980s. She was a gifted 
salesperson and home designer. She 
knew how to create an awesome floor 
plan, front elevation, and how to decorate 
a home. Due to her ability to design home 
fronts with street appeal, the early sales 
slogan “Who Built That?” worked for the 
company.

To her husband, Reid, Cindy was a 
faithful loving wife of 47 years. She was 
his best friend, lover, and fellow soldier 
in the battles of life. She stood behind 

him, encouraged him, loved him, and 
made life fun through it all. They had 
a date day every Tuesday and enjoyed 
lunch together at the Cafe in Ames for 
years. They had pizza every Friday night 
and watched a TCM movie. Pastries and 
coffee on Saturday morning finished up 
the week. Reid has many friends but says 
he enjoyed being with her most of all.

She knew how to fight the good fight 
of faith and how to press on when life 
got painful. Obedience to God, doing 
the right thing no matter the cost (and 
regardless of her feelings) was her way 
of life. And it served her well. She knew 
the kind of dying to self for Jesus’ sake 
that leads to a flourishing soul and an 
abundant life.

Cynthia (Cindy) Lorraine Ellgren was 
born March 18, 1954, in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. The family moved to 
Humboldt, where Cindy was raised 
with two brothers, Scott and Todd. She 
graduated from Iowa State University in 

1976. Reid Strahan asked her to marry 
him on their first date, and she said, “Oh, 
Reid, I’ve always loved you! Yes!” Reid 
and Cindy were married June 12, 1976. 
They had three children, Justin, Alissa 
and Luke. Cindy stayed home with them, 
loved them and home-schooled them.

Cindy is survived by her husband, 
Reid. Her brother, Todd Ellgren, and his 
wife, Amy. Her son, Justin, and his wife, 
Melissa, and grandchildren, William, 
Weston, Sam, Everett, Lucy, Harrison, 
Ocean and Jack. Her daughter, Alissa 
DeGroote, and her husband, Josh, and 
grandchildren, Sabrina Thompson 
and her husband, Grant, and other 
grandchildren, Olivia, Isabella, Eden, 
Silas and Grayson. Her son, Luke, and 
his wife, Elizabeth, and grandchildren 
Cedric, Christian, Peter, Gwendolyn 
and Johnny. Her sister-in-law, Brenda 
Ellgren. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Kenneth and Lorraine Ellgren, 
and by her brother, Scott. n

CINDY  
STRAHAN 
1954-2023
 

REAL PEOPLE.  
REAL BANKING.

120 E. Main St., Panora
641-755-2141

www.iowatrustbank.com

Lobby Hours: M-F 9am - 4pm • Drive-Up Hours: M-F 8am - 5pm • Sat 8am-12pm

IRA Season is Upon Us:  
now is a great time to take advantage 
of the benefits of an IRA
Stop in & talk to a personal 
banker today! 
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The Lake Panorama Rural Improve-
ment Zone (RIZ) board of trustees elec-
tion was held Tuesday, Dec. 5 with 65 to-
tal ballots cast. Trustees Doug Hemphill 
and JoAnn Johnson were both re-elected 
to three-year terms. Other trustees are 
Bill Dahl, Larry Petersen and Corey Wel-
berg.

The trustees are responsible for ad-
ministering the RIZ, which includes the 
platted portions of the Lake Panorama 
development. The Lake Panorama RIZ 
is a local government entity designed to 

manage erosion control and water qual-
ity at Lake Panorama and within its wa-
tershed. 

The RIZ was formed in 1997 by the ini-
tiative of the LPA through legislation in 
Des Moines. The tax increment financ-
ing district allows tax growth dollars to 
stay within the Lake Panorama develop-
ment for water quality purposes.

The board of trustees oversees the an-
nual budget and associated expendi-
tures. Estimated revenue for the 2023-
2024 fiscal year is nearly $3 million. 
These funds are used exclusively to fund 
improvements allowed under IA Code 
357.H, which includes dredging opera-
tions, erosion control practices and wa-
ter quality improvements. For more in-
formation, visit www.lakepanoramariz.
org. n

2 NEW MEMBERS 
ON LPN BOARD

RIZ BOARD 
ELECTION RESULTS 

BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

While the Lake Panorama Associa-
tion has owned the LPN golf course since 
1977, it only has owned the LPN confer-
ence center since 2005. At the time the 
conference center was purchased, the 
LPA board established the legal corporate 
entity known as LPN, LLC to manage this 
wholly owned subsidiary. 

As a 501(c)4 nonprofit organization, 
LPA is required to pay taxes only on gains 
from land sales. Revenues from dues and 
assessments are not taxable. Keeping the 
LPA and LPN, LLC operations separate is 
necessary to protect the nonprofit status 
of the LPA.

To keep this separation, the LPA board 
of directors created and appointed the 
LPN board of managers, which held its 
first meeting in October 2015. The LPA 

board provides oversight of the LPN, LLC 
board. The LPN, LLC board oversees LPN 
policies and direction. 

At the LPA board’s Dec. 12 meeting, 
two new people were appointed and one 
reappointed to the LPN board of man-
agers. Board terms are three years, and 
members can serve two consecutive 
terms.

Sue Merryman had served her two-
term limit, and Paula Hansen was ap-
pointed to fill that position. Kathy De-
Lucca has served one term and was reap-
pointed to a second three-year term. 

John Coghlan, who was appointed to 
the board in August 2018, stepped down 
from the board with one year remaining 
on his term. Galen Redshaw was appoint-
ed to fill the final year of Coghlan’s term. 

Others on the seven-member board are 
Greg Steffen, Barry Monaghan, Shanell 
Wagler and Chris Duree. Wagler current-
ly serves as president, with Monaghan as 
vice president and DeLucca as secretary/
treasurer. Officer appointments for the 
coming year will take place at the board’s 
March meeting. n

Paula Hansen and Galen 
Redshaw appointed.

Trustees Doug Hemphill 
and JoAnn Johnson  
are both re-elected.

www.riseandshinebathsystems.com
515-901-8354

• LOCALLY OWNED 
IN PANORA, IA 
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EXPERIENCE 
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CONSULATIONS 

• BUY LOCAL AND 
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124 W Main, Panora
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618 GREENE STREET, ADEL • 515.993.4241 • WWW.ARCHERHOMECENTER.COM
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Special to Lake Panorama Times

The 10 Squared Women of Guthrie 
County held their final meeting of 2023 
on Tuesday, Nov. 28 at Twin Vines Win-
ery in Panora. Fifty-eight women attend-
ed in person and 17 members attended 
via Zoom. The group added four new 
members. 

Three organizations made presenta-
tions for consideration. Kathy Miller and 
Julie Tibbles presented for Panora P.E.T.S, 
alongside volunteer Michelle Doran. Cin-
dy McCarty presented for Timber Creek 
Charities, alongside board member Car-
rie O’Brien. Kristen Crouthamel present-
ed on behalf of Dani Fink for the Guthrie 
County Sheriff K9 Fund. The group an-
nounced a lump sum $14,800 donation 
to Timber Creek Charities. Additional do-
nations and employer matches were col-
lected from the group members after the 

photo showing $13,600 was taken. The 
$14,800 amount is the largest donation to 
date for the 10 Squared Women’s group 
and consists of member donations and 
employer matches.

Timber Creek Therapies was created in 
2001 to help individuals using innovative 
tools not seen in many other outpatient 
centers. At the same time, Timber Creek 
Charities was created to help individu-
als receive therapies when they lacked 
adequate insurance coverage and/or fi-
nancial resources to do so on their own. 
Timber Creek Charities is a 501c3 non-
profit entity and is governed by a board of 
directors. 

The next meeting is Feb. 27 at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church Parish Hall in Guthrie 
Center. To learn how to get involved, visit 
their Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/10squaredwomengc, or email them 
at 10squaredgc@gmail.com. n

COMMUNITY
10 SQUARED WOMEN’S 
GROUP GIVES $14,800 TO 
TIMBER CREEK CHARITIES

SPECIAL TO LAKE PANORAMA TIMES

Cindy McCarty and Carrie O’Brien accept the 10 Squared Women’s donation.

TEN SQUARED PLUS MEN 
DONATES $20,200 TO 
LITTLE PANTHER DAY CARE

COMMUNITY

Special to Lake Panorama Times

Ten Squared Plus Men of Guthrie 
County presented their last check of 
2023. Ryan Albers presented for the Lit-
tle Panther Day Care and Preschool dur-
ing their November meeting, and they 
were declared the winner of the check 
for $20,200, the largest single donation 
to date. 

Little Panther, which serves more than 

70 young people, will use the funds to 
replace two aging furnace and air con-
ditioning units. Since the initial gift of 
$11,100 to the elementary schools for the 
backpack programs in 2016, the phil-
anthropic group has given $357,350 to 
Guthrie County entities without a dime 
of expense. Ten Squared Plus Men will 
meet next in April of 2024. For infor-
mation on how to be part of the group, 
email B.monaghan@gcsbank.com. n

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES VEDETTE

Emily Albers, Mya Albers, Taylor Gross, Zakira Lowe, Pam Pierce, Page 
Arganbright, Ryan Albers, Heidi Huitt, and Stella Albers welcome the donation to 
Little Panther Day Care and Preschool. 

Schedule your 
appointment 
online!

PANORA’S BEST AUTO REPAIRPANORA’S BEST AUTO REPAIR
We are a family owned business delivering 
honest and professional automotive repair and 
auto maintenance services to the people of 
Panora and surrounding areas.

501 E. Market Street, Panora   |   641-755-2554   |   leonardautoiowa.comDavid Leonard

http://www.facebook.com/10squaredwomengc
http://www.facebook.com/10squaredwomengc
mailto:10squaredgc@gmail.com
mailto:B.monaghan@gcsbank.com
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HOBBIES

CARVING OUT TIME FOR FELLOWSHIP

BY RICH WICKS
Lake Panorama Times

A recent meeting of the Raccoon River 
Valley Carving Club found four of the 
members present at their workshop in 
the Conference Center at Lake Panora-
ma. The room included a variety of ma-

chinery, tools and books related to wood 
carving, but the centerpiece was the four 
artists and friends sitting around the 
tables. Dennis Shepherd, Terry Sprague, 
Tom Schaefer and Dave Beidelman each 
worked on a current carving project as 
they socialized. Members not present 
were Ted Reeve, Rich Schumacher, Jim 
Sievers, Mike Halupnick, Tom Loeck, 
Jerry Armstrong and Frank Teale.

The group meets regularly on Tues-
days and Thursdays 9-11:30 a.m. and has 
been doing so for several years. 

“Tom Jeschke gets the accolades for 
the group,” Shepherd said. “He started 
teaching classes in the community a 
long time ago, and he had a lot of stu-
dents. This group hasn’t been here all 
that long, as far as meeting in this loca-
tion.” 

Dr. Jeschke passed away in March of 
2023, and the four carvers agreed that he 
was a skilled instructor who helped each 
of them improve techniques and know-
how.

In describing how Jeschke first started 
carving, Sprague said, “The story was 
that (Jeschke’s wife) Conni saw some-
thing that she liked, and Tom wasn’t go-
ing to pay that price for it, so he just de-
cided to make it himself.” 

Each of the four shared examples of 
how carving is a learning process and 
that mistakes are inevitable, but valu-
able, moments. 

“(Dr. Jeschke) was very patient as a 

teacher, and meticulous,” Shepherd said. 
“He let you do your own thing, and he 
kept an eye on how you could improve.”

As the members talked, they showed 
what they are currently working on. 
Many of the projects are planned to be 
given to grandchildren or other family 
members. Figurines and Christmas tree 
ornaments are first carved, then sand-
ed and painted. Most of the objects are 
carved from basswood, since it’s a soft 
and tight-knit wood with few cracks in 
the grain.

Although each member pointed to 
Jeschke as his instructor, the four have 
also become teachers to new carving en-
thusiasts. Shepherd told of introducing a 

Girl Scout group to carving.
“I introduced them to carving a yam, 

as Tom did with us,” he said. “It’s a lot 
softer and easier to carve than wood.” 

The group keeps safety in mind, since 
the power tools and even the hand tools 
can easily cut deeply into flesh. The four 
also said they welcome anyone interest-
ed in carving to come visit them for ad-
vice and help in getting started. 

The four chatted and joked as they 
worked on their projects and gave each 
other suggestions when asked. It soon 
became apparent that the friendship is 
at least as important as the craft.

“The group is kind of about fellow-
ship,” Shepherd said. n

Tom Schaefer works on a small figure.

Terry Sprague and Dennis Shepherd 
concentrate on their creations.

Raccoon River Valley Carving Club meets  
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 9-11:30 a.m.  
in the Conference Center at Lake Panorama.
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PANORA’S BEST AUTO REPAIRPANORA’S BEST AUTO REPAIR
We are a family owned business delivering 
honest and professional automotive repair and 
auto maintenance services to the people of 
Panora and surrounding areas.

501 E. Market Street, Panora   |   641-755-2554   |   leonardautoiowa.comDavid Leonard
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WHAT’S IN YOUR GARAGE?

CORVETTE OWNER FOLLOWS 
IN FATHER’S FOOTSTEPS

BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

The phrase, “Like father, like son,” is well 
known. But in the case of Melissa Merical, 
the phrase, “Like father, like daughter,” fits. 
That’s because her love of Corvettes reflects 
the love her father had for Corvettes. 

“I always wanted a Corvette when I was 
younger,” Merical says. “My father was a 
Corvette collector and had many Corvettes 
through the years. He was president of the 
Corvette Club of Iowa. He collected Cor-

vettes and Dodge Vipers. He would take me 
with him to club meetings, parties and rac-
ing events.”

Now, Merical is the proud owner of a 
2022 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. The name 
of the car’s color is as fancy as the car itself 
— Hypersonic Gray Metallic. 

“When the new C8 Corvette was intro-
duced, I knew I had to have one,” Meri-
cal says. “I purchased it from Joel Hester 
at Karl’s Chevrolet in Stuart. I ordered it in 
2020, and because of COVID delays, it ar-
rived in 2022.”

When she was a child, Merical’s parents, 
Jim and Sandy Strong, had a condo on Lake 
Panorama’s main basin. Later, they had a 
home on the west side near Shady Beach, 
so she spent many years of weekends and 
summers at the lake. She grew up in homes 
in West Des Moines and Ankeny and gradu-
ated from Ankeny High School. 

Melissa Merical is  
the proud owner of 
a 2022 Chevrolet 
Corvette Stingray.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN THOMPSON | LAKE PANORAMA TIMES

Melissa Merical in the driveway of her home on Donahey Drive with her 2022 
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. 

It shouldn’t take your roof disappearing in a matter 
of seconds to find out who you can count on.

And that’s the Silver Lining®.

BUT 
SOMETIMES 

IT DOES.
To find out more about the Silver Lining, contact 

128 W. Main St. • Panora, IA 50216
641-755-2123

HELP YOUR VEHICLE SURVIVE WINTER 
DAMAGE BY WASHING IT REGULARLY!

ALL SEASONS CAR WASHALL SEASONS CAR WASH
601 W. MAIN STREET & 302 E. MAIN STREET, PANORA

ALWAYS OPEN Remember our Value Cards are always 
available at our change dispensing machine.
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Merical has lived full-time at Lake Pan-
orama since 2006 when she built a house 
on Donahey Drive. Merical’s father passed 
away in 2008. Her mother has a log cabin 
across the street from her, and her sister 
lives in a home nearby. Her three children 
and five grandchildren all live within an 
hour’s drive. 

She is a self-taught artist and interior 
designer. Her website, Merical Creations, 
features a gallery of original paintings and 
large design projects. Beginning in 2012, 
Merical developed a portion of her family’s 
farm west of Panora that now is Twin Vines. 
She planted the vineyard and designed 
the house, barn and other structures. For a 
time, she had her art studio in the house.

Merical’s 2022 Chevrolet Corvette Sting-
ray features removable hard tops, an en-
gine in the back, and a “frunk” in the front, 
where the engine is found on most cars. 
Online specs show the C8 Corvette can go 
from zero to 60 in 2.9 seconds and has a top 
track speed of 194 miles per hour. 

This isn’t the first notable car Merical has 
owned. 

“I had a 2019 Dodge Challenger R/T 
powered by a 5.7 Hemi,” she says. “That was 
a fun car to drive. I owned it four years and 
sold it when I got the Corvette.” 

Merical’s Corvette is in a cozy garage at-
tached to her home. It is climate controlled 
with geothermal and in-floor heating with a 

shiny epoxy floor that is kept as clean as the 
Corvette. 

“My daughter Nicole says my Corvette is 
a ‘garage queen’ because I rarely drive it. 
She did convince me to drive her to the Jelly 
Roll concert in Omaha last year, and I even 
let her drive it back home,” Merical says. “I 
have been to the Guthrie County Cars and 
Coffee meets a few times. I’ve also been to 
several parades and area car shows. I really 
enjoy being with other car enthusiasts and 
talking cars and car-related topics.”

Does Merical plan any updates to her 
Corvette? 

“I ordered the car fully optioned and have 
not made any additional improvements,” 
she says. “I am planning to have Detailer’s 
Eye in Panora give the car a ceramic coat 
in the spring, which will help protect the 

paint. 
“I don’t consider myself a gearhead,” 

Merical says. “But I do enjoy driving a car 
with more than average horsepower. My 
dad was a pilot and enjoyed flying in the air 
as well in his Corvettes. I share that same 
passion.”

The vanity license plate on Merical’s Cor-
vette references the word Mistletoe. 

“My dad used to call me that when I was 
a little girl,” she says. “I thought this would 
be a good remembrance of him, because 
this is the kind of car he loved.” 

As they say, like father, like daughter. n

The vanity license plate on Merical’s 
Corvette references the word Mistletoe, 
a nickname her father gave her when 
she was a little girl. 

Melissa Merical in the front seat of her 2022 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. 

SHOP 
WITH US!
 We have a 
great variety 

of cuts

FRESHFARM
BEEFLocal for sale

Purchase at www.bcangus.com 
or call 641-740-5016. 

Farm Store located at 1060 105th St., Adair
Owned and Operated by Blair and Erin Carney 

All beef is raised as part of our farm operation. 

418 E MAIN ST, PANORA
Monday-Friday 7:30a-5p • Saturday 8a-noon • Sunday CLOSED

CALL TODAY CALL TODAY 
FOR YOUR FOR YOUR 

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIR AND REPAIR AND 
TIRE NEEDS!TIRE NEEDS!

641-755-4444641-755-4444
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

For a second year, a contract has been 
signed between the Lake Panorama Na-
tional Resort and Nick and Lynn Kuhn 
to operate The Links Lounge and Spikes, 
plus manage events. 

The LPN kitchen closed in July 2022 af-
ter the departure of several key kitchen 
personnel. A task force reviewed several 
options and recommended the best long-
term strategy would be to lease the LPN 
food and beverage operation to a third-
party vendor.

The Kuhns own The Beerhouse in Ur-
bandale, The Hall DSM in Valley Junc-
tion and also lease the Sun Valley Lake 
Clubhouse Bar + Grille. They opened The 
Links Lounge + Events in April 2023. 

Since 2020, there has been a nation-
wide shortage of wait staff, which caused 
the Kuhns to rely on technology to fill 
the service personnel void. This busi-
ness model has worked well at their oth-
er establishments. Rather than having 
a server bring menus and take orders, 
QR codes are on the tables. Customers 
review menus and place their orders us-
ing their smart phones. Orders show up 
on screens in the kitchen and at the bar. 
Bartenders deliver drinks to tables and 
are notified when food is ready to deliver. 

At The Links, the lack of personal ser-
vice proved to be a sticking point for 
many customers. This past fall, at the 
request of the Kuhns, the LPN food and 
beverage task force used a survey to 
gather input on the 2023 operation. A to-
tal of 490 responses were received, and 
survey results were used to help craft the 
2024 lease. 

When asked to choose between per-
sonal service and fast service, 82% of sur-
vey respondents chose personal service, 
and 75% said they would like a server to 
take their order. The 2024 lease includes 

offering a table service option in addi-
tion to the QR code ordering. The Kuhns 
also plan to deploy a large QR code at the 
Boulder Beach docks so customers can 
order food and drink from The Links di-
rectly from their boats. Orders will be de-
livered to the dock area.

“Through feedback directly from cus-
tomers, we have been able to glean infor-
mation we can apply,” says Lynn Kuhn. 
“The two service models is an example of 
that. Customers will have the option of 
placing their order with a server or by us-
ing the QR code. We plan to start offering 
the table service option in May, once we 
have hired additional staff.” 

The 2024 lease agreement also calls 
for increased days and hours of opera-
tion for The Links Lounge, with Sundays 
and Mondays added to the schedule and 
lunch offered Friday through Sunday. 

Kuhn says customers can expect some 
changes to The Links menu and specials 
in the coming months. 

“In addition to the great pub fare, we’ll 
be adding regular entrées to the menu,” 
she says. “Foodie Friday has worked 
well as a fall option and gives Chef Bry-
an Manning an opportunity to try new 
things. As we head into early spring, we 
plan to offer weekly dinner specials on 
other days of the week, too.” 

Pizza also may appear on the menu in 
2024. 

“We are known for exceptional pizza 
in the Des Moines area and are exploring 
this option; however, the kitchen is cur-
rently not equipped for this menu item,” 
Nick Kuhn says. “We are working on this 
and hope to be able to offer pizza some-
time this spring.”

Beginning May 1 and running through 
September, The Links will be open each 
Monday 3-10 p.m.; Wednesday 3-10 p.m.; 
Thursday 3-9 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; and Sunday 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. A limited menu will be offered on 
Sundays. The kitchen closes at 9 p.m., ex-
cept on Wednesdays.

Between now and April 30, hours are 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 4-10 
p.m. Those hours will return Oct. 1. 

Another change in the restaurant op-
eration will be the removal of the sur-
charge on credit card payments. There 
will continue to be a 3% surcharge for 

credit card transactions for events and at 
Spikes.

Some changes in event pricing also are 
in place for 2024. LPN and LPA events 
will be charged a single $250 facility fee. 
Use of the banquet room for corporate, 
community and personal events will cost 
$750, and use of the dining room will be 
$300-500, depending on the day. Golf 
events that include food and beverage 
purchases will receive a 50% discount on 
the room rental fee. Nonprofit charities 
will receive a 10% discount on the facil-
ity fees.   

Lynn Kuhn coordinates events sched-
uled at Lake Panorama National. 

“We’ve learned about so many won-
derful events that are part of the fabric of 
Lake Panorama, and it’s fun to be a part 
of those traditions,” she says. “We invite 
more dinners, receptions and corporate 
events. We can accommodate groups of 
any size and offer some great food and 
beverage options to make the occasion 
memorable.”

To discuss an event for the 2024 LPN 
calendar, email lkuhn@lakepanorama.
org.

Spikes and the beverage carts are in-

cluded in the lease agreement. Deb Dou-
glass will manage the snack shop and 
beverage cart operation again for 2024. 

Beginning April 1 and running 
through April 30, the 2024 agreement 
calls for Spikes to be open daily 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. with adjustments made for weath-

LAKE PANORAMA NATIONAL

2023 RESTAURANT OPERATORS 
RETURN TO LPN RESORT FOR 2024

PHOTOS BY SUSAN THOMPSON | LAKE PANORAMA TIMES

Nick and Lynn Kuhn  
will continue to operate 
The Links Lounge  
and Spikes, plus  
manage events. 

Patrons gathered in The Links Lounge to cheer on the Iowa Hawkeyes during a 
football game. 

Nick and Lynn Kuhn are entering their 
second year as operators for the Lake 
Panorama National food and beverage 
operations. 

mailto:lkuhn@lakepanorama.org
mailto:lkuhn@lakepanorama.org
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er and tee times. Those hours will return 
Sept. 3 through the end of October. 

Beginning May 1, Spikes will be open 
daily 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., with extended eve-
ning hours Wednesdays and Thursdays 
to accommodate league play. Bever-
age cart service will be expanded to all 
scheduled golf events of at least 24 play-
ers and both men’s and women’s golf 
leagues. 

“In 2023, Nick explored new ways to 
get food and beverages to golfers using 
QR codes on golf carts,” Lynn Kuhn says. 
“This will help make LPN an even bet-
ter experience. Be on the lookout for that 
option this spring.”

“We have enjoyed getting to know the 
Lake Panorama community. We also 
have enjoyed ‘throwing spaghetti at 

the wall and seeing what sticks’ as far 
as menu options and processes,” Nick 
Kuhn says. “We have learned quite a lot 
and look forward to implementing some 
new ideas and processes in the coming 
year.”

Plans for an Easter brunch are in the 
works. The Links Lounge + Events Face-
book page and the LPN Resort Weekly 
will provide updates on this and other 
offerings throughout 2024.

“We invite the entire Panora com-
munity to come enjoy what The Links 
Lounge + Events has to offer,” Nick 
Kuhn says. “And a shout out to the staff 
at Spikes and The Links. We have some 
fantastic people. Although facing a chal-
lenging local labor market, we look for-
ward to growing our team in 2024.” n

Want to reach Lake Panorama Residents?
ADVERTISE IN THE

Mailed to all property owners!

Contact me today!

Kerry Jacobsen
cell: 515-619-2788
kerry@iowalivingmagazines.com

The LPN events center offers many options for wedding receptions, with fees 
negotiated for each event based on needs. This wedding reception included a 
buffet dinner set up in the lounge area with seating in the lounge, dining room and 
banquet room.

3076 130th St., Belmond • (641) 444-4844
ACCESSLIFTLLC.COM

REACH TRICKY PLACES 

EASIER!EASIER!

 Installation of new lifts
 Upgrading existing lifts
  Repairing and servicing

 Trams & Hillside Trams
 Lakeside Lifts
 Access Lifts

Offering yearly service and maintenance to keep 
your machinery running smoothly

Installing a lift can make access 
easier to the lakeside and 

hillside docks on steep hills.

HarmannHarmann
Excavating

LEAVE THE LEAVE THE 
HARD WORK HARD WORK 
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Matt Harmann, Owner

WATER & SEWER

TRENCHING

BACKHOE SERVICE
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TRUCKING
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SNOW 
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GARDENING

BEST CONIFER TREES FOR IOWA

BY LYNN KUHN
Special to Lake Panorama Times

I can’t think of a better time of year for 
this topic. As I write and gaze across the 
landscape, it’s mostly gray. Thank good-
ness for conifers, fruiting shrubs and or-
namental grasses adding much desired 
winter interest. You might think most 
conifers struggle in Iowa due to the num-
ber of browning trees in private and com-
mercial landscapes. However, there are 
several conifer trees that grow well in our 
state including a couple of deciduous co-
nifers. For now, let’s focus on the conifers 
that are considered “evergreen.” Below I 
have highlighted four underused conifers 
based on performance, beauty and over-
all usefulness in the landscape. 

CANADIAN HEMLOCK  
A.K.A. EASTERN HEMLOCK 
(TSUGA CANADENSIS)

Canadian hemlock is native to the Chi-
cago area and eastern United States.

Hardy to zone 3 (northern Minnesota).
Growth rate is moderate at 1-2’ per 

year.
Mature size is 40-70’ tall by 25-35’ 

spread.
Somewhat deer resistant depending on 

what else is available.
Somewhat shade tolerant.

Intolerant of heat, drought, strong wind 
and poorly drained soils. 

Fun Fact: There is an herbaceous plant 
also called Hemlock (Conium macula-
tum) that is deadly. The famous Greek 
philosopher, Socrates, met his maker af-
ter being given Hemlock at his execution. 
(Source: wildlifetrusts.org) For more info 
go to How to Identify and Remove Poison 
Hemlock (thespruce.com). 

Designer’s Tip: Sprinkle hemlock trees 
through a shady treed area for winter pri-
vacy. Don’t be afraid to plant them tightly. 
Due to their loose open habit, hemlock 
knit together nicely without suffocating 
adjacent trees. 

LIMBER PINE A.K.A. ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN WHITE PINE  
(PINUS FLEXILIS) 

Native to Rocky Mountains, western 
United States and Canada.	

Hardy to zone 4.
Full sun to part shade.
Mature size is 30-50’ tall by 15-35’ 

spread.
Tolerates dry soil, is more disease and 

pest resistant than other types of pine, 
and more tolerant to alkaline soils than 
Eastern White Pine (Source: Morton Ar-
boretum).

Fun Fact: Limber Pine gets its name 
from its very flexible branches, especially 
when young, giving it the ability to live 

many years. A tree was discovered in Ida-
ho that lived to 1,650 years. (Source: U.S. 
Forest Service)

Designer’s Tip: Instead of planting the 
straight species, try one of these two cul-
tivars due to their fast growth rate, tight 
form and improved bluish color.

Pinus flexilis “Extra Blue”
Pinus flexilis “Vanderwolf’s Pyramid”

SERBIAN SPRUCE 
(PICEA OMORIKA)

Native to southeastern Europe, Serbia, 
and Bosnia (Source: Morton Arboretum)

Hardy to zone 4.
Mature size is 40-60’ tall by 20’ spread.
Tolerates air pollution.

Designer’s Tip: Instead of choosing 
Colorado Blue Spruce, which has several 
disease and pest problems, plant Serbian 
Spruce. Its graceful slender form is ideal 
for tight spaces and it is a gorgeous work-
horse in the landscape. Serbian Spruce 
works well as a hedge, staggered group-
ing, or a specimen. You’ll love the silvery 
blue green coloring of this special conifer.

TAYLOR JUNIPER (JUNIPERUS 
VIRGINIANA “TAYLOR”)

A columnar form of Eastern Red Cedar, 
which is native to Iowa.

Hardy to zone 4.
Mature size is 15-20’ tall by 3-4’.
Tolerates heat and dry soil.
Designer’s Tip: This tree is a designer’s 

best friend due to its versatility. It grows 
in less than desirable conditions, stays 
narrow, and provides year-round privacy. 
It’s parent plant is rather unruly, but Tay-
lor is well-behaved, refined and tough as 
nails. 

A FEW MORE TIPS…
If you are poised to plant conifers this 

coming year, be sure to avoid planting 
them too low. Unfortunately, this is very 
common, and they do not like wet feet. 
Instead, dig a saucer-shaped hole 2-3 
times the width of the rootball and keep 
the hole shallow. Plant them so the top of 
the rootball is 4-6” above grade and bring 
soil up around the rootball to prevent it 
from drying out. Add 3” shredded bark 
mulch and water slowly and deeply.

If you happen to own conifer trees 
of any type, especially Colorado Blue 
Spruce, have them checked regularly by 
a certified arborist. Look for indications 
of fungal issues, such as a pale purple 
foliage, which is an indication of Rhi-
zophaera needle cast.

Iowa only has five native conifers: 
white pine, eastern red cedar, balsam fir, 
common juniper, and yew. (Source: ISU 
Extension) This is a very short list. Thank-
fully, there are many non-natives that are 
available in the nursery trade that will 
perform well in our state. 

The best way to decide which conifer 
tree is right for you is to observe them 
at a local arboretum or public garden. I 
recommend the Brenton Arboretum just 

And a few planting tips.

Serbian spruceLimber pineCanadian hemlock

Taylor juniper at the Brenton Arboretum, 
Dallas Center.

http://wildlifetrusts.org
http://thespruce.com
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south of Dallas Center and Iowa Arbo-
retum near Madrid. We are so fortunate 
to have these beautiful places where 
trees are tested and grown for our en-
joyment. n

Written by Lynn Kuhn, author of “Con-
versation Gardens: Where Conversa-
tions Flow and Relationships Grow.” She 

is a landscape architect, 
speaker and owner of 
Conversation Gardens 
(formerly Outdoor Trans-
formations). You can 
reach Lynn at lynn@con-
versationgardens.com or 
www.conversationgar-
dens.com.

Taylor juniper

Mount Ayr 404 South Lincoln - Guthrie Center 101 State Street
Guthrie Location: Wednesdays 9-3 or call for an appointment!

@Eighmymonument800-305-3110
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BY JOLENE GOODMAN
Lake Panorama Times

Each year, I choose a word. It’s kind 
of like a New Year’s resolution, but sim-
pler. The word guides me through the 
year, keeping me focused on what I want 
to work on. My word for 2024 is healthy. 
I am an admitted sugar addict, so I am 
working to cut down the consumption 
while adding more greens into my daily 
menus. This asparagus scramble is de-
licious, and you will have a serving of greens before you 
leave the house for the day. Asparagus intimidates me, 
but this recipe keeps it crisp and provides great flavor. 
So, if you are an asparagus lover, you’ll thank me for this 
simple and easy recipe. As well, the bits of green provide 
a great presentation when served. Broccoli and sweet po-
tatoes work well, also. 

Here’s to a healthy new year. Happy cooking. n

Jolene Goodman is the advertising director for Lake 
Panorama Times and vice president of Big Green Umbrella 
Media.

RECIPE

Jolene 
Goodman

ASPARAGUS EGGS
•	 2 tablespoons olive oil
•	 1/2 bunch of asparagus, trimmed and 

cut to 1/4” pieces
•	 1/2 teaspoon salt
•	 4 large eggs
•	 1.5 tablespoons chopped chives (op-

tional)
•	 freshly ground black pepper

Add olive oil to a pan warmed at medium 
heat. Heat for one minute. Add asparagus and 
1/4 tsp salt. Cook and stir for 4 minutes un-
til tender. While asparagus cooks, whisk eggs, 
1/4 tsp salt and 1 tbsp chives. When aspara-
gus is tender, turn heat to low. Add egg to pan. 
Cook and stir slowly, scraping eggs from the 
bottom of the pan. When eggs are almost set, 
but slightly wet, turn off heat and remove pan 
from burner. Continue to stir until eggs are not 
wet and mixture is creamy, about 3 minutes. 
Sprinkle with chives and pepper. n

DON’T BE INTIMIDATED BY ASPARAGUS — 
TRY THIS EASY ASPARAGUS SCRAMBLE

Don’t let 
the chill 
raise your 
energy bill.

Tune up or update your 
heating system today!

Showroom: 609N. Carroll Street, Carroll
712-792-2863 • dreesco.com • service@dreesco.com
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We do Medicare Part D reviews. Call for an appointment.

307 State St, Guthrie Center
641-747-8317   M-F 8AM-6PM | SA 9AM-4PM | SU Closed

WE ARE HERE TO SUPPORT YOUR 
INDIVIDUAL HEALTH JOURNEY!DOWD DRUG

We appreciate We appreciate 
you, and thank you, and thank 

you for your you for your 
business in business in 

2023!2023!

HAPPY HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!NEW YEAR!
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Q&A: JOHN RUTLEDGE 

ASSOCIATION GM ANSWERS 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

John Rutledge is halfway through his 
17th year with Lake Panorama Associa-
tion. At its July 2007 meeting, the LPA 
board of directors voted to hire Rutledge as 
LPA general manager after he spent three 
months in a sort of apprenticeship under 
then-manager Roger Dunlop. 

Rutledge grew up in Guthrie Center, 
where he graduated from high school in 
1992. He earned a bachelor’s degree in fi-
nance from the University of Northern 
Iowa in 1996. He spent a year at Principal 
Financial in Des Moines before returning 
to Guthrie Center to join his father’s busi-
ness, Rutledge Construction.

In 2004, Rutledge ran for the position of 
Guthrie County auditor. He won the elec-
tion and served in that position for two 
years before resigning to join the LPA. John 
and his wife, Tricia, have two children and 
live in Panora.

In this month’s Q&A, Rutledge answers 
questions he and others in his office are 
asked about the Lake Panorama Associa-
tion.    

Q: The LPA has a lot of personal infor-
mation on each association membership. 
Does that information ever get shared 
with third parties?

A: No, LPA does not share personal or 
contact information with third parties. The 
information isn’t even available to fellow 
LPA members. One of LPA’s core values is 
to protect the privacy of our membership. 

If a member has been contacted by a third 
party or a solicitor, that information came 
from some other source, not LPA staff.

It is worth noting that the concept of pri-
vacy in 2024 is substantially different than 
it was 20 years ago. Back then, it took a lot 
of legwork or a mutual connection to gain 
someone’s personal contact information. 
Now that information is readily accessible 
through a variety of online sources. Web-
sites like Guthrie County Beacon (GIS) pro-
vide a wealth of property data. In addition, 
most of the apps we use on smartphones 
are designed to gather data for marketing 
goods and services to us. 

Q: It’s easy to see how busy the LPA staff 
is spring through fall. But what does LPA 
staff do to stay busy in the off-season?

A: The nature of LPA’s work is a year-
round endeavor. Although membership 
traffic coming to the LPA office or contact-
ing us via phone calls and emails tends to 
be heaviest in the spring and summer, the 
work of the association continues steadily 
throughout all seasons.  

Winter work for our field crew involves 
a wide variety of tasks. Snow removal and 
water system repairs are top priorities, but 
there are a number of other projects for 
when time allows. Examples include rou-
tine maintenance on LPA equipment, tree 
removal and roadside trimming, general 
cleanup of LPA work areas and recreational 
areas, and assembly and repair of picnic 
tables from LPA’s beaches. From an admin-
istrative standpoint, staff is involved with 
RIZ budgeting, legislative advocacy, the 

annual LPA and LPN 
financial audit, and 
preparations for the 
2024 season.

Q: Does LPA have 
a role in determin-
ing property tax as-
sessments and prop-
erty tax bills?

A: LPA is not di-
rectly involved in 
the process by which 
member’s property tax assessments or 
property tax bills are established. The only 
exception to this is LPA’s support services 
to the Lake Panorama Rural Improvement 
Zone (RIZ), as RIZ receives Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) revenues to manage ero-
sion control and water quality at Lake Pan-
orama.

LPA does advocate at the local level on 
behalf of the association. But this advocacy 
is general and certainly not specific to the 
individual tax assessments and bills re-
ceived by LPA members. Our advocacy en-
courages responsible fiscal management, 
continued quality of services and infra-
structure, and transparency of local gov-
ernment decision making.

Members interested in providing input 
on property tax assessments and levy rates 
should remain involved throughout the 
year by engaging county supervisors and 
school board members to discuss issues 
and concerns in a productive and ongoing 
manner. Iowa’s local government system is 
extremely accessible and is truly governed 

by our friends and neighbors. I have yet to 
meet a local government representative 
who is unwilling to listen to the concerns 
of their constituents. This doesn’t mean ev-
ery request can be satisfied and every con-
cern can be resolved, but they are willing 
to listen and provide follow-up and feed-
back.

Q: The availability and affordability of 
technology has increased the number of 
cameras in use at Lake Panorama. How 
does this impact LPA operations?

A: First, let’s discuss cameras owned and 
operated by the association. LPA has cam-
eras at the brush disposal facilities, at the 
boat ramp, in our LPA security vehicles, 
and in the form of officer body cameras. 
The cameras at the brush disposal facilities 
and the boat ramp are there to ensure we 
can enforce our rules in areas where it is 
not feasible to station an officer at all times. 
These cameras are very effective at catch-
ing dumping at the brush facilities and also 
help us ensure all boats being launched 
have a current sticker and are following in-
vasive species regulations.

The cameras in the LPA patrol vehicles 
and on the officers’ chests help to protect 
both LPA and the membership. These cam-
eras allow security, management, the LPA 
board and the LPA appeals committee to 
review incidents as these happened. These 
are in use for both traffic stops and boating 
violations. 

The other context in which we discuss 
cameras is privately owned cameras. 
Members often have security systems, or 

John  
Rutledge

DNR Licensed Septic Pumper and
Time of Transfer Inspector

Family Owned and Operated Since 1977Pumping ServicePumping Service
JensenJensen

Call Today for A Quote!
641-757-0893641-757-0893

STORAGE • CAR WASH • SALOON
SERVICE BAY SERVICE BAY 
NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE

• Boat Repair & Winterizing
• Car Repair/Oil Changes

• UTVs and Small Engine Repair
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15’x50’  15’x35’  15’x30’
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10’x15’  10’x10’

Valet indoor parking available
Outdoor storage available inside a secure fenced area

Call or visit our website for more information

www.Shootout-Storage.com
(712) 249-0041 • 3571 310th St., Dexter, IA

Located 20 minutes SE of Panora

Open Every Day Except Tuesday
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smart doorbells with a camera feature. LPA 
encourages members to remember there 
are a number of different entities that have 
a legitimate purpose to be on member lots 
as a function of their work. This includes 
LPA staff, utility providers, licensed land 
surveyors, government agencies (assessor 
and sheriff) and delivery companies. 

Members are encouraged to be discern-
ing before they call LPA security or the 
Guthrie County Sheriff regarding suspi-
cious activity on their cameras. If a crime 
is being committed, or repeated trespass-
ing is occurring, then it is appropriate to 
call the Guthrie County Sheriff’s Office and 
report this concern. However, if you see 
isolated incidents of utility workers or land 
surveyors on camera, this is not a reason to 
contact the Sheriff’s office or LPA security.

Q: As we enter 2024, do you have any 
suggestions for LPA members who have 
questions?

A: As we look ahead to the coming year, 
my No. 1 tip is to take an active interest 
in the association. Each new year brings 
exciting opportunities and elements of 
change to Lake Panorama. Here are some 
ways to stay up to date on those develop-
ments.

If you are not receiving and reading 
LPA’s weekly email bulletin, I strongly rec-
ommend you make that part of your New 

Year’s resolution list. This is LPA’s official 
means of communicating with the mem-
bership. The LPA Prompt generally is dis-
tributed each Thursday, and contains im-
portant information throughout the year. 

LPN, LLC, also has a weekly email that 
focuses on the golf, dining and lodging ele-
ments, which are managed by our wholly 
owned subsidiary. The LPN Resort Week-
ly typically is distributed each Monday. 
If you’re not receiving this, go to the LPN 
website at lakepanoramanational.com, 
scroll to the bottom of the home page, and 
complete the online form. 

The LPA launched a new website in Feb-
ruary 2022, which replaced one that had 
been in place since 2009. There are pub-
lic and private sides to the website, and a 
wealth of information is available on both. 
If you’re not receiving the LPA Prompt, go 
to the LPA website at lakepanorama.org 
and click on the “Resident Sign-Up” link in 
the upper left corner. LPA staff will confirm 
your membership and grant access to the 
private side of the website. Taking this step 
also will get you signed up to receive the 
LPA Prompt.

Local newspapers continue to provide 
great coverage of events relevant to Lake 
Panorama, as well as surrounding com-
munities and throughout Guthrie County. 
Support these local publishers with your 
readership and your patronage. Support 

their advertisers through shopping local, 
whenever you can.

LPA holds a number of information-
al meetings throughout the year, in the 
form of both the official annual meeting 
and periodic managers’ coffees. Attend-
ing these meetings and getting involved 
is a great way to learn what is going on, 
and also a great way to share thoughts and 
concerns with association staff. Dates for 
these meetings will be publicized as we ap-
proach spring. I can tell you now the LPA 
annual meeting is Saturday, May 11, be-
ginning at 10 a.m., at the LPN conference 
center. 

Social media and online forums con-
tinue to be popular platforms for member 
connections. LPA encourages you to cel-
ebrate good news together on these plat-
forms. Social media sites also are fantastic 
for sharing lake-related tips and photos of 
your time spent at Lake Panorama. How-
ever, please remember these social media 
platforms and online forums are not offi-
cial LPA sources of information. Those who 
have a question about something related to 
Lake Panorama or the LPA will get the an-
swer they’re seeking faster if they contact 
LPA staff by calling 641-755-2301 or email-
ing lpa@lakepanorama.org. n

Provided as a community service by this civic minded 
publication in conjunction with the Association of Community 

Publishers and Community Papers of Michigan

To learn more about Paws With 
A Cause and to find out how you 
can help, just download this app 
and watch the story come to life:

Pink Poppy
A P O T H E C A R Y  &  C O .

organic & earth loving goods

Shop for crystals • incense • candles • essential oils • and more

106 S. 4th St., Guthrie Center • 515-729-6437

February Events

closed Monday, January 15th thru 30th
for personal R&R vacation

Feb. 1 - Imbolc Spell Bar-planting seeds
Feb. 3 - Home Protection Charm class
Feb. 4 - Tarot 101
Feb. 7 - Journal junkies Imbolc Edition 
Feb. 11 - love spells class
Feb. 15 - self love spell bar
Every Friday is tea & tarot
Feb. 18 - Tarot 102 
Feb. 25 - Tarot 103

http://lakepanoramanational.com
http://lakepanorama.org
mailto:lpa@lakepanorama.org
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BUSINESS
SHARON NEEL RETIRES 
FROM LAKE LUMBER

BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

After 32 years, Sharon Neel’s last day on 
the job at Lake Lumber was Dec. 28. At an 
open house that afternoon, customers and 
friends joined the Lake Lumber family in 
wishing Sharon well as she retired. 

The Neel family has a long history in the 
lumber business. In 1900, George Neel and 
Sons purchased a lumberyard in Rippey. 
One son, Leonard, started Neel Lumber in 
Grand Junction in 1927. His son, Bob, took 
over the business in 1954. Bob and Dorothy 
Neel purchased Lake Lumber in 1977, and 
continued to operate the Grand Junction 
location until it closed in 1982. 

Bob and Dorothy’s son, Tom, joined 
the business in 1984. When Tom and Sha-
ron married and moved to Panora, Sha-
ron worked for Midwest Landscaping. She 
joined the lumber business Jan. 2, 1992, 
taking over management of the hardware 
line. The Neels sold Lake Lumber to Kelvin 
Hafner in July 2021 and have continued to 
work there since the sale. 

“I have greatly appreciated having Sha-
ron stay on since I purchased Lake Lum-
ber,” says Hafner. Hafner’s wife, Stephanie, 
joined the business in May 2022. She over-
sees the retail operation and manages the 
hardware line. 

“Sharon is a wealth of knowledge,” Steph-
anie Hafner says. “She has been a valuable 
asset throughout the transition. Sharon 
has built an amazing hardware store for 
our community, with the goal of providing 
homeowners and contractors the resourc-
es to repair any project. She has gracious-
ly passed down her meticulous notes on 
products, vendors, tips and tricks for every 
department of the store.”

Sharon says while she is ready to retire, 
she will miss the relationships that have 
formed.

“We have the best customers, who have 
become friends. It’s like a reunion every 
time our seasonal friends return to say hel-
lo, shop and catchup on family,” she says. “I 
will miss my people, and that includes co-
workers and salespeople. So many people 

supported and helped me during my 32 
years at Lake Lumber.”

Neel places relationships at the top of 
her list of things she liked about working at 
Lake Lumber, but there is more. 

“I also enjoyed the creative process of 
building displays and promoting amazing 
new merchandise,” she says. “Plus help-
ing customers find what they came into the 
store to buy.” 

Tom Neel continues to work four days 
a week with no set date for his retirement. 
Tara Rooney, who Sharon mentored for 
several years, now oversees the paint de-
partment. Brenda Wilson and Jessica Hein 
joined the Lake Lumber team in 2023, and 
also will help fill Sharon Neel’s shoes.  

Neel’s retirement plans are extensive. 
“First is to simply enjoy time at home 

and complete some furnishing and deco-
rative projects. I also plan to unpack boxes 
to find lost items from our move to Lake 
Panorama from Panora five years ago,” she 
says. 

Next up are travels to visit friends and 
family, volunteering, organizing years of 
photos and memories, crafting, watercolor 
painting, and perhaps picking up her guitar 
again. She might even consider a seasonal 
job at a greenhouse, nursery or floral shop 
to take her back to her horticulture roots. 

Asked for a final comment, Neel returns 
to her customers. 

“It was my privilege and a blessing to 
have met, known and been allowed to help 
so many awesome customers who chose to 
shop Lake Lumber,” she says. n

The Neel family has 
a long history in the 
lumber business.

SPECIAL TO LAKE PANORAMA TIMES

Sharon Neel has been a part of Lake 
Lumber for 32 years. She retired Dec. 
28 with a long list of plans for her 
retirement years. 
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LAKE DOG
BY CHERYL TEMPLE | Lake Panorama Times

Name: Pearl
Age: 2 
Breed: Corgi
Owners:  Steve, 
Jillian, Posey and 
Wesley Ortner

Pearl’s hob-
bies are chasing 
the kids, Wesley 
and Posey, and 
her dog sister, 
Scotch. She also 
loves to swim, 
chase birds and 
chew up things 
she shouldn’t. 
She’s really good 
at begging for 
belly rubs. She 
loves her dual 
farm/lake dog 
life. n

Dine-in | Takeout

Located on Hwy 44 | 600 E Main St, Panora (641) 755-4264

SandwichesSandwiches
Wraps • Ice CreamWraps • Ice Cream

BREADED TENDERLOIN

ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH FRY, 
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 5-8 PM

ICE CREAM

MON-THURS 11-7, 
FRI-SAT 11-8, 
SUN 11-4

DAILY SPECIALS DAILY SPECIALS 
offered weekdays
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COVE CAT
BY CHERYL TEMPLE | Lake Panorama Times

Name: Aloe
Age: 2-3 years old
Breed: Tortoiseshell
Available at: Panora 
Pets

Aloe adapted to 
the shelter rather 
quickly but has 
been waiting for her 
furever home for 
more than a year 
now. She is curi-
ous, playful and en-
ergetic but not so 
much a fan of other 
kitties. Aloe loves 
human attention 
and interaction. 
She has a beautiful 
tortoiseshell coat 
and stunning eyes. 
Aloe has been vac-
cinated, altered and 
microchipped. n
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BAGLEY
Bagley United Methodist Church 
401 Main St., P.O. Box 40, Bagley 
www.umc.org

BAYARD
Bayard United Methodist Church 
500 Third St., Bayard 
www.umc.org 
712-651-2307 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 
124 Prairie St., Bayard 
st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com 
641-747-3843

GUTHRIE CENTER
Bowman Chapel  
United Methodist Church 
2397 Bowman Ave., Guthrie Center 
641-332-2408

First Christian Church 
105 N. Fourth St., Guthrie Center 
www.christianchurchgc.com 
641-332-2571

First United Methodist Church 
405 Prairie St., Guthrie Center  
www.gcumcia.org 
641-332-2408

First Presbyterian Church 
701 State St., Guthrie Center 
641-332-2425

Guthrie Center First Baptist Church 
113 N. Fifth St., Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecenterbaptist.com 
641-747-8198

Guthrie Center Seventh-day Adventist 
Church 
1305 North St., Guthrie Center 
www.guthriecentersda.com 
641-322-2778

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
1300 Grand St., Guthrie Center  
www.jw.org 
515-747-8524

Saint Mary Catholic Church 
603 Main St., Guthrie Center  
st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com 
641-747-3843

PANORA
Calvary Chapel of the  
Raccoon River Valley 
604 E. Main St., Panora  
calvaryraccoon.com 
641-755-4268

Church of the Brethren 
2946 200th Road, Panora 
641-755-3800

Faith Bible Church 
2096 Highway 4, Panora 
www.fbcpanora.com 
641-755-3034

First Christian Church 
102 E. Church St., Panora 
www.panorafcc.org 
641-755-2227

Fountain Of Life Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
www.FOLCPanora.com 
641-755-2322 

Lighthouse Assembly of God Church 
400 S.E. Third St., Panora 
www.panoralighthouseassemblyofgod.
com 
641-755-3060

Lutheran Church of Hope 
5405 Chimra Road, Panora 
515-222-1520 

Saint Thomas Lutheran Church 
2100 N. Highway 4, Panora 
641-755-2051

St. Cecilia Catholic Church 
220 N. First St., Panora 
st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com 
641-747-3843

United Methodist Church 
119 E. Main St., Panora 
panoraumc.org  
641-755-2655 n
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Locally owned, full-service construction company with more than 
20 years experience in real estate and construction!

Follow completed and in-progress projects at www.facebook.com/JRLBuildersIA

NEW CONSTRUCTION  |  ADDITIONS  |  REMODELS
KITCHENS  |  BASEMENT FINISHES/RENOVATIONS

GIVE US A CALL TODAY TO DISCUSS YOUR PROJECT!
515-370-5853  |  luke@jrlbuildersia.com  |  www.jrlbuildersia.com
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LPA BOARD MINUTES
LAKE PANORAMA ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
OCT. 24, 2023

The Lake Panorama Association Board 
of Directors met Oct. 24, 2023, at 5 
p.m. at the Lake Panorama Association 
Office. Board members in attendance 
were Emily Donovan, David Finneseth, 
Dennis Flanery, Mark Jorgensen, Rich 
Schumacher, Sue Thompson and Dirk 
Westercamp.  

LPA Staff in attendance: Danna 
Krambeer, Corey Larsen, Lane 
Rumelhart and John Rutledge.

LPN Staff in attendance: Royce Shaffer

Visitors in attendance: None

President Donovan called the meeting 
to order at 5 p.m.

Agenda Item 1 – Approval of the 
Agenda  

Finneseth moved to approve the 
agenda. Motion seconded, carried 

unanimously.

No conflicts of interest were disclosed 
by the Board of Directors regarding 
agenda items.

Agenda Item 2 – Open Forum – No one 
present

Agenda Item 3 – Consent Agenda

Schumacher moved to approve the 
consent agenda. Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously.

Consent agenda to include: 

a) LPA General Manager’s Report 

b) Approval of minutes from 
09.26.2023 LPA Board Meeting 

c) Acceptance of the 09.30.2023 LPA 
LPN Consolidated Financial Statement

d) Set date for next two board 
meetings 11.28.2023 and 12.12.2023

e) Accept minutes from 09.18.2023 LPN 
LLC Board of Managers Meeting

f) Accept Building Codes Minutes – 
electronic meeting

Agenda Item 4a – Report from 
Treasurer

Flanery reported he met with Krambeer 
and reviewed financial items. There are 
no concerns to report.

Agenda Item 4b - Roof pitch variance 
request for lots 1567 and 1568

A roof pitch variance request from 
Jonathan Sukut, combined lots 1567 
and 1568, 5120 Panorama Drive, 
for 5/12 roof pitch on new home 
construction. The Building Codes 
Committee reviewed the request and 
recommended it be accepted, per the 
plans provided.

Thompson moved to approve 5/12 
roof pitch variance for new home 
construction on lots 1567/1568, 
5120 Panorama Drive, per the plans 
submitted for construction. Motion 
seconded, carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 4c – Roof pitch variance 
request for lots 1153 and 1154

Roof pitch variance request from Tim 
McDermott, combined lots 1153 and 
1154, 5303 Chimra Road, for 4/12 roof 
pitch on the garage portion of new 
home construction. The Building Codes 
Committee reviewed the request and 
recommended it be accepted, per the 
plans provided.

Thompson moved to approve 4/12 
roof pitch variance on the garage 
portion of new home construction on 
lots 1153/1154, 5303 Chimra Road, per 
the plans submitted for construction. 
Motion seconded, carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 4d – LPN, LLC 2024 
Operational and Capital Budget

Royce Shaffer, Director of Operations, 
presented the proposed LPN 
Operational and Capital Budget, 
reviewing each department. Shaffer 
advised the LPA board of directors 

405 E. Clay St. Panora   641-755-2385
M-F 7:30am-5pm • Sat. 8am-1pm • Closed Sunday

We are making Big changes We are making Big changes 
in 2024…in 2024…    

We are making Big changes We are making Big changes 
in 2024…in 2024…    AND LOTS OF NEW AND LOTS OF NEW 
MERCHANDISE TO SHARE WITH YOU!MERCHANDISE TO SHARE WITH YOU!

Now shop from home!Now shop from home!

SHOP AT SHOP AT 
LAKELUMBER.COMLAKELUMBER.COM

Come Come 
Check Check 

us us 
out!out!
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that the LPN board of managers 
was submitting the budget for LPA 
consideration, noting final approval 
by the LPA board is required under 
the LPN, LLC Amended and Restated 
Operating Agreement. Shaffer noted he 
and the LPN board of managers would 
like to proceed with billing of 2024 golf 
dues to capture 2024 golf membership 
renewals before the first of the year. 
Shaffer provided details and answered 
questions from the board.  

Agenda Item 4e – LPA 2024 
Operational and Capital Budget

Rutledge presented the proposed 2024 
LPA Operational Budget and Capital 
Budget. Rutledge provided details and 
answered questions from the board 
regarding revenue and expenses. The 
Board commended LPA and LPN 
management and staff for their work on 
the budgets and throughout the year in 
controlling expenses. 

Following a thorough discussion and 
review, the board determined there 
were no required changes to either the 
LPA or LPN budgets for further review 
in November. The board advised staff 
they were welcome to return with any 
requested revisions, in the form of an 
amendment, should the budgets need 

to be formally revisited before the 
beginning of the 2024 budget year.

Flanery moved to approve the 2024 
operational and capital budgets for 
LPA and LPN, LLC as presented. Motion 
seconded, carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 4f – Authorization for 
additional cash investment in LPN, LLC 
Subsidiary

LPN requires additional cash 
investment to fill cash reserves used for 
purchase of equipment LPN made in 
2023.

Finneseth moved to approve a cash 
investment to LPN, LLC of up to 
$100,000.00 in 2023. Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 5a – Old Business - None

Agenda Item 6a – Strategic Planning – 
Ongoing development and review of 
LPA’s strategic plan

Nothing new to note.

Agenda Item 7 – Closed Session – The 
board entered closed session at 6:54 
p.m. to discuss legal matters. Board 
exited closed session at 7:49 p.m.

Adjourn – With no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m. n

Every house deserves Neu Blinds.

WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 

COMPETITOR’S 
PRICE BY 10%!

✓ FREE ESTIMATES
✓ Easy and Affordable
✓  Many products to choose from
✓ FREE INSTALLATION
✓ Referrals
Owned and operated by James Neu of Johnston

NEED
NEUNEU
BLINDS?BLINDS?

CONVENIENT 
CONSULTING IN YOUR 
HOME WITH SAMPLES

Neu 
Blinds

CALL OR TEXT TODAY 
515-250-5543
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TRISH HART’S NATURE PHOTOS

SNOW AND BIRDS 
ARE A WINNING 
COMBINATION 

BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

This month’s nature photos shared by 
Trish Hart are for those who mourned the 
lack of a white Christmas this year. Colors 
are tough to find outdoors during Iowa 
winters, and that’s made worse by a snow-

less landscape. To help us remember how 
snow makes a difference, Trish gathered 
a few photos she took last winter that fea-
ture colorful birds against a snowy back-
ground. Hart offers custom prints of her 
photos on canvas, paper, metal and glass. 
Learn more by visiting Nature’s Canvas 
Photography on Facebook. n

Targeted AdvertisingTargeted Advertising  
to tranform your business
Contact KERRY JACOBSEN today! 
kerry@iowalivingmagaziness.com or 515-619-2788

Male cardinalFemale cardinal

Male house finchMale blue jay

NEW CLIENT 2024 KICKSTART PACKAGE
Purchase the Kickstart Package for $115 by January 31. Receive an Unlimited 
month with 24/7 Access & Fitness Classes then get your 2nd month FREE!

Receive an InBody 570 Scan, this is a body composition analysis scan with Carol 
@ Ignite Nutrition & Health. ($30 value) More packages available for purchase.

reshapepanora@gmail.com              102 SE 13th St. Panora, IA 50216

CALL US FOR CATERING & GROUP MEALS!

CCOOMMEE  IINN  &&  WWAARRMM  UUPP
HOMEMADE SOUPS

AVAILABLE EVERYDAY! 

(641) 332-2310
2003 State St., Guthrie Center

MON•WED•THU•FRI•SUN 6:30 AM - 1:30 PM
FRIDAY NIGHTS 5-8PM•(Tuesday & Saturday CLOSED)

Breakfast  & Lunch
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Known for our hot beef and homestyle lunch specials

OPEN AT 6:30AM FOR BREAKFAST
Biscuits & Gravy • Pancakes • Bacon 

Cinnamon Rolls • MORE!

mailto:kerry@iowalivingmagaziness.com
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Dale Hochreiter: 641-757-0605
Jamie Galivan and Max Monthei

Panora, IA

PESTS ARE LOOKING PESTS ARE LOOKING FOR FOR 
A WINTER HOME, A WINTER HOME, 

DON’T LET IT BE YOURS!DON’T LET IT BE YOURS!

Give us a call, we handle them all!

Locally owned Locally owned 
and operatedand operated

Free estimates Free estimates 
and no contractsand no contracts

Licensed and Licensed and 
InsuredInsured

All work is All work is 
guaranteedguaranteed

Products used Products used 
are people and are people and 
pet friendlypet friendly

Fall is the time that Asian 
Beetles, Box Elder Bugs, and 
Rodents are actively looking 

for a Winter Home!

WHO IS IT?

The image from last month’s “Where Is It?” is the shed 

of Gary and Mary Dusenberry located at 5202 Bean 

Bend.  Have a guess on who the courageous domed 

warrior is in the pontoon seen on the lake on Dec. 

31? Have a photo to submit for future issues? Send to 

shane@dmcityview.com. n

LAST MONTH’S PHOTO

mailto:shane@dmcityview.com
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DISCLAIMER: This publication does not 
knowingly accept advertising that is deceptive, 
fraudulent, or which might otherwise 
violate the law or accepted standards of 
taste. However, this publication does not 
warrant or guarantee the accuracy of any 
advertisement, or the quality of the goods or 
services advertised. Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all claims made in any 
advertisement and to use good judgment and 
reasonable care, particularly when dealing 
with persons unknown to you who ask for 
money in advance of delivery of the goods 
or services advertised. 

FOR SALE

MANUFACTURED HOMES, (2024, Vinyl/ Shingled. 
2Br start at $39,999). (16x80) (3Br- 2Ba.) $68,999. 
(28X64) (4Br-2Ba) $79,999. Delivered Factory-
Direct, E. Of I-35, North of I-80, to Minnesota 
Border. 319-239-1920. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY your manufactured or mobile 
home 1990 and newer CENTURY HOMES of 
OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 (mcn)

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All 50 
States. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans 
find work or start their own business. Call 
24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)

Get your deduction ahead of the year-end! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
year-end tax credit. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 1-855-977-7030 today! (mcn)

Make a tax-savvy move this holiday season 
and year-end! Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV, and more to champion our veterans. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end tax deduction. 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-429-2331 
today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day 
installation! Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

FREE high-speed internet for those that 

qualify. Government program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet service. 
Bonus offer: Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-866-443-3789. (mcn)

DIRECTV Sports Pack. 3 Months on Us! Watch 
pro and college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 
regional and specialty networks included. 
NFL, College Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and 
more. Some restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

Switch to DISH and get up to a $300 gift card! 
Plus get the Multisport pack included for a 
limited time! Hurry, call for details: 1-855-
434-0020. (mcn)

FINANCIAL

The COVID crisis has cost us all something. 
Many have lost jobs and financial security. 
Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medical 
Bills. Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! 
We can help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance- NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-973-9175 www.dental50plus.
com/https://www.dental50plus.com/midwest 
#6258 (mcn)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER and 65+? You 
may qualify for a substantial cash award. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-533-1701. (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE 
information kit. Call 855-846-4036. (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-2093. (mcn)

LOW-COST HEALTH COVERAGE. Government 
subsidies available for families earning $111,000 
or less a year. See if you qualify. Call for your 
free quote! 1-888-772-8454 (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a majority of people 
struggle to pay for health coverage. Let us 
show you how much you can save. Call Now 
for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-772-8454. You 
will need to have your zip code to connect 
to the right provider. (mcn)

HOME SERVICES

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! 
Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace 
it! Pick the plan that fits your budget! Call: 
1-877-743-7971(mcn)

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider 
that proudly stands behind their work. Fast, 
free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-
770-8025. Have zip code of property ready 
when calling! (mcn)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION: 
A small amount of water can lead to major 
damage and mold growth in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-750-5574. Have zip code of 
service location ready when you call! (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 877-327-0795. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today® 
to schedule a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 844-785-
0305 (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 844-316-8181. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with a 
GENERAC home standby generator. $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment Options. 
Request a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-877-228-5789 (mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. (mcn)

Become a Published Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 

by Authors Since 1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author̀ s Guide 1-877-516-0706 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/Midwest (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Safe Step. North Americas #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 1-888-909-7338. (mcn)

The bathroom of your dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No 
Payments and No Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call Today! 1-833-618-
1178. (mcn)

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
907-2386. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t Accept the 
insurance company’s first offer. Many injured 
parties are entitled to cash settlements in 
the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation to see 
what your case is really worth. 100% Free 
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-888-767-0798(mcn)

WANT TO BUY

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner, Speedmaster.. 
Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. 866-470-1643. (mcn)

HEALTH & FITNESS 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Español (ACP)

Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount plan. Get your 
free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258 (ACP)

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587 (ACP)

HOME SERVICES 

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm 
Damage? You need a local expert provider 
that proudly stands behind their work. Fast, 
free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-
878-9091 (ACP)

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small 
amount of water can lead to major damage 
and mold growth in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! Call 24/7: 
1-888-872-2809 (ACP)

MISCELLANEOUS 

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-
6176 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power move. (ACP)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936 (ACP)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-761-1725 (ACP)

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398 (ACP)

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no 
matter where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is Here. Stream Video. 
Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141 (ACP)

Become a published author. We want to read 
your book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s guide 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads (ACP)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 

High Speed Internet.  Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 1/31/24. 
1-866-479-1516 (ACP)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and service. Now 
featuring our free shower package & $1600 
off - limited time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306 (ACP)

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical 
alert system. Whether you’re home or away. 
For safety & peace of mind. No long term 
contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-3936 (ACP)

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm 
for recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet. Android tablet free w/one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip 
Telecom! 1-833-758-3892 (ACP)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt & fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free info package & learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971 (ACP)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local 
MLB Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 
12 mos Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package 
or higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-859-0405 (ACP)

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You 
may qualify for a substantial cash award. 
No obligation! We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707 (ACP)

Replace your roof w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off install + Additional 10% 
off install (military, health & 1st responders.) 
1-833-370-1234 (ACP)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as one day. Limited 
time, we’re waiving all installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 12/31/23 Call 
1-844-501-3208 (ACP)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t Accept 
the insurance company’s first offer. Many 
injured parties are entitled to major cash 
settlements. Get a free evaluation to see 
what your case is really worth. 100% Free 
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-888-2038. Be 
ready with your zip code to connect with 
the closest provider. (ACP) n

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
SUBMIT FREE CLASSIFIEDS AT WWW.LAKEPANORAMATIMES.COM. 
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Stay Connected!

Laura Kemble
Broker/Owner

Leslie Anderson
Transaction Coord/Offi ce Admin

Angie Worth
Realtor/Owner

Dave Wagler
Broker Associate

Thinking of Selling?
call the team with

Proven Selling Solutions!
Sunset Realty has the tools to help you sell your home or 
property for the best price in the shortest amount of time.


